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TO BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY APRIL 12th 2017 
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For the full agenda and papers relating to the meeting, including most reports, 

see central pages of this edition and, ideally, bring it along with you on the day. 

Editorial 
 
For the last five months or so, Neighbourhood Planning has been the, for some, all 
consuming item on the agenda in Silverstone and this has caused some dissent and 
consternation. An anonymous letter to the Parish Council complained of a feeling of 
intimidation from the overwhelming number of Neighbourhood Plan supporters who 
attended the February Parish Council Meeting. Anyone thinking of voicing opposition felt 
wary of doing so in such an atmosphere – and none did. 
 



At that meeting the Parish Council did vote in favour of the following motions: 
1. That Silverstone Parish Council registers as a Neighbourhood Area with South 
Northamptonshire Council. 
2. That Silverstone Parish Council establishes a working party comprising councillors and 
interested residents to report its initial progress to the 2017 annual parish meeting on April 
12th with a remit to ultimately determine costs and canvass the opinion of Silverstone 
Residents on a Neighbourhood Plan for the area.  

3. That the Finance Committee of the Parish Council meets to determine ways of meeting 
the non-budgeted costs of developing a Neighbourhood Plan in the 2017/18 financial year. 

One suspects that for some of those at the meeting, these votes cleared the way for the 
development of the Neighbourhood Plan for Silverstone – not an unreasonable conclusion 
to draw. However, there remain several more hurdles that have to be overcome if this is to 
come to fruition. 
 
So what has been happening since? 

1. The Parish Council has formally applied for registration but confirmation is still 
awaited as this goes to the printers. 

2. One Parish Councillor with input from others produced a five page “Terms of 
Reference” for the working party detailing the standards to which members would 
have to adhere, joining and leaving, the selection system for choosing who will chair 
the group. This was approved by a majority vote at the March Meeting of the Council. 

3. The Finance Committee of the Council agreed to via £5,000 from reserves to cover 
expected Neighbourhood Plan costs in the 2017/18 financial year. 

4. Invitations to join the working group brought forward 13 confirmed expressions of 
interest. A gathering was held of these and the Parish Councillors who had 
volunteered on 6th March at which they heard presentations from Kilsby and Barby 
Parish Councils and their clerk on the processes they had gone through in developing 
their Neighbourhood Plans. This was also an opportunity for the proposed members 
of the group to get to know each other better. 

5. A formal motion has been submitted to the Annual Village Meeting which will urge 
the Parish Council to speed up the process. This will give the opportunity to any 
parishioner to vote for or against the motion and will give an opportunity for those 
who do not wish the village to produce a Neighbourhood Plan to vote it down. 

6. There was considerable debate without any real conclusion about how village opinion 
was best determined. Argument ranged from getting the decision made as quickly as 
possible and getting on with the work, assuming the vote is in favour, so that the all 
clear can be given no later than the May meeting of the Parish Council, to wanting to 
delay until all costings had been detailed and then doing a secret paper based ballot 
involving all villagers. 

7. Sadly, motion 3 above has caused some dissent by its somewhat vague wording for 
which I take the blame. My intention in proposing this was just that the Finance 
Committee agree to release the sufficient funds, not that it would be the Finance 
Committee would itself get bogged down in investigating all the costs and possible 



grants available. This seems to be a task better done by the working party since the 
costs may well depend upon how much work individual members of that group are 
prepared to do in-house and how much will need to be spent on outside consultants. 
This needs speedy resolution if it is not to lead to significant further prevarication and 
delay. Back of envelope calculations suggest a probably minimum cost over the next 
two years to the Parish of £10,000 and maximum of £40,000 if grants proved 
unforthcoming. The lower figure could probably be found without any significant 
increase in the parish share of the Council Tax but the higher figure would mean 
increasing the Parish precept by about a third for the next two years. 

8. Carol Tosh was appointed to chair the working group in the short term until a formal 
vote on its chairmanship. She has made it clear that she does not intend to stand for 
the role permanently. 

 
What are the issues? Together with the nearly completed South Northants Council Local 
Plan, the housing supply available within the District, the recently completed Parish Plan and 
Design statement should be sufficient to deter any significant development in the village in 
the near future, but does not absolutely guarantee this since it does not have the same 
status as a Neighbourhood Plan which to be adopted has to be examined formally  and then 
be successful in gaining a majority vote of village residents in a referendum. 
 
The criteria that have to be met by a Neighbourhood Plan are much more strict and the 
evidence produced in favour of its conclusions seen as watertight from challenge, they will 
be by those land-owners around the village who wish to see housing or commercial 
developments on their land. It must also involve conducting a housing survey to determine 
what need there may be for different types of housing in the future. Notwithstanding the 
220 new dwellings being developed by Bovis it is almost inconceivable that a need for more 
starter homes or small retirement bungalows will not emerge, in which case the 
Neighbourhood Plan needs go indicate where best these should be accommodated. This will 
almost certainly be seen as controversial and may set neighbour against neighbour as has 
happened elsewhere where Neighbourhood Plans are being developed. Any new 
development brings a sum of money to the Parish from the Community Infrastructure Levy 
and the Neighbourhood Plan would be expected to indicate how best this might be spent 
on improving local community facilities. A Neighbourhood Plan will not be completed 
without engendering much controversy and heartache, but it is to be hoped that, if the 
decision is to go ahead, it can be done without overt hostility and rancour. 
 
The Parish Plan and Design statement was relatively inexpensive to produce since, apart 
from the analysis of the village questionnaire, most of the work was done by a about half a 
dozen locals. It will also prove a good starting point for many of the required elements of 
any Neighbourhood Plan. Initially one of the reasons that the Parish Council initially chose 
to go down the Parish Plan route was the cost of a Neighbourhood Plan. Elsewhere I have 
guestimated Neighbourhood Plan costs for Silverstone as being in the region of £10,000 - 
£40,000 depending upon how much can be carried out using the knowledge and expertise 



of members of the working group. At least one member of the working group not on the 
Parish Council has come up with similar guestimates.   Peter Byng 
 

 

Silverstone CE Primary School 
www.silverstoneprimary.org.uk 

 

Community Café 

 

Thank you to everyone who has supported the community café in recent months.  Judith Hodges 

and Pat Japp have worked tremendously hard to promote, organise and run the community café 

which has raised £1200 for our school.  A very special well done and thank you to Judith and Pat.  

We are absolutely delighted to receive this kind donation.  The money will be going towards 

additional Ipads to support our SEN children. 

 

Successful Year 

 

Our children continue to work hard, try their best and are proud to be part of Silverstone CE 

School.  This year children in all year groups have taken part in various sporting events with other 

local school.  In Football, cross country, athletics, hockey and rugby our children have 

demonstrated excellent sportsmanship with some teams winning their group. 

 

In addition to our sporting achievements we are delighted to announce that our wonderful School 

Choir are winners of The Towcester Rotary Young Musicians Award.  This is a proud achievement 

for our School Choir who rehearse weekly with Mrs Falvey. 

 

New School Building 

 

The new school is taking shape!  

The picture show the covered 

area for Foundation Stage 2 to 

enable the children to continue 

their learning outside in all 

weathers.   

 

 

 

Our final day at the Infant School and Junior School will be Friday 26th May.  Silverstone CE  

Primary will have an extended two week half term to enable the move to take place.  Our doors will 

open for the first time on Monday 12th June.  This is an exciting time for everyone associated with 

Silverstone CE Primary.  Later this year we will be holding an open day to enable the local 

community to visit our new school facilities. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.silverstoneprimary.org.uk/


2017-18 Academic Year – Pupil spaces 

 

This academic year we have spaces in Foundation Stage 2 (FS2) and Year 6.  Although we are full in 

most year groups next year, we will have spaces available in our Foundation Stage 2 class and Year 

1 class.  To arrange a visit to our school and find out more about how to apply for place, contact our 

school office on 01327 857351, or 01327 857381. 

 

School Capacity 

 

Northants County Council, School Governors and the Headteacher have carefully planned the 

capacity of the new school. Currently, Silverstone CE Primary has 7 classes with the opportunity to 

have up to 30 in each class which gives a capacity for 210 children (we call this one form entry).  

With our current spaces in FS2 and Year 6 we have 206 on roll. 

 

When we relocate to the new build we will become a two form entry school i.e. 14 classes  x 30 = 

420 children.  At the start of the 2017-18 academic year we will have a capacity of 60 children in 

FS2 and Year 1 and a capacity of 30 children in Year 2 to Year 6.  It is intended to fill the school 

in a controlled manner over the next five years from Foundation Stage 2 upwards.   

 

It is estimated that the Silverstone Leys development (previously known as Catch Yard) will yield 

approximately 70 children spread across the primary and secondary levels.  The County Council 

base this on certain demographics which indicate that, depending on the size and type of houses 

built, there is an expectation of between 2.4 and 2.8 pupils per 10 houses. 

 

However, for a variety of reasons, people move and we often have requests for places part way 

through the year as families circumstances change.  Silverstone CE Primary will have the capacity 

for the children in our catchment area which obviously includes the new houses and we look 

forward to welcoming those children to our school alongside any other children/parents who feel 

that Silverstone CE Primary School is the place for them. 

 

Kindest Regards 

 

James Bloomfield 

Headteacher 

 

Contact Us 

Tel: 01327 857381 

email: bursar@silverstoneprimary.org.uk 

 
Follow us: 
website: silverstoneprimary.org.uk 
twitter: @silverstonesch 



News of local small businesses 

"What WOOD you like?" 

Carpenter With over 30 years experience in all aspects of carpentry based in Silverstone. 

From Roofing to Doors, Sunhouses to chicken coops, Sheds to Dog Kennels, Fencing, and 

Decking, Showjumps and Showjump Fillers, Children's play furniture. 

No job is too small, for any of your Carpentry needs, for a no hassle chat, give me a ring, 

and I will see what I can do. 

Contact Mick Bodily 

Email: whatwoodyoulike321@hotmail.com 

Tel: 07474 272775 

Delegate 2 Day 

I provide virtual administration and business support services to the self-employed or 

small business owner. If you have got to the stage of your business where you are 

spending too much time on tasks that you don’t have time for, hate doing or don’t know 

how to do then I can help. 

You only pay for the time you need. No additional overheads, holiday pay, tax etc. If your 

needs change, there is no ongoing commitment. Just book a Pay As You Go plan or 

monthly retainer for the hours you need per day, week or month. 

I offer services that include: Admin Support | Research | Minute Taking | Diary & Email 

Management | Reports/Presentations | Social Media Management | Website 

Management (WordPress) | CRM Database | Email Marketing  

 

For more details: 

Web: www.delegate2day.com 

Email: roztidman@gmail.com 

Phone: 07747613261 

Beauty by Jo  

Based near Silverstone circuit  

Call: 07749 544033  

Eyelash extensions, High Definition brows, LVL lashes, Spray tans and more.  

Find 'Beauty by Jo' on Facebook. 

  

mailto:whatwoodyoulike321@hotmail.com
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.delegate2day.com%2F&h=ATPes0fti8LYV-_cf3emt7dg7_X5LMGOG6d8cSR7b2q05wUdU_3O6aLHSf1scJgyhPHFRGukRnXXpIUcaDqm-M81_QdBshxI9jUsEGtOYqYaCnxZeCmqoFBk-RXiYVOv-zT3oC6nTRba


 

 

 

 

  

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN OF 

THE ANNUAL VILLAGE MEETING 

TO BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY APRIL 12th 2017 

AT 7.30 pm at THE PAVILION, SRA CHURCH STREET. 

AGENDA 

    1. APOLOGIES 

           2.        TO ADOPT AND SIGN THE  MINUTES OF THE 2016 MEETING 

           3.        MATTERS ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES  : 

 Savings following change of street lighting 

 Posting of AVM Minutes on the website 

 Lack of Pocket Park Volunteers meetings with PC representatives 

 Clarification of miscellaneous spending on PC audited accounts 

 Request for additional equipment on the playing field 

 Safety of wall behind War Memorial 

 Extension of footway in Church Street to SRA  

    4.          CHAIRMAN’S  REPORT  

            5.          FINANCING OF THE SRA – Annual Review by PC   

    6.          REPORTS -          6.1 COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS  

                 6.2  a) Police representative(s)         b)Pocket Park Volunteers Group 

                                 c) SRA                                            d) Neighbourhood Watch           

                                 e) PC Finance Committee          f) PC Planning Committee        

                                 h) Parish Footpaths Warden     i) Allotments Group 

                                 j)  Schools                               k) Poors Allotment Charity 

             7.      Tabled Motion that ‘This Parish Meeting urges the Parish Council to proceed at its next 

meeting to implement its earlier vote to set up the Silverstone Working Party in line with 

the Terms of Reference already agreed by the Parish Council and to provide sufficient 

finance for its efficient operation.”  

    8.        ANY MATTERS PARISHONERS WISH TO RAISE 

            9.        DATE OF NEXT MEETING – WEDNESDAY April 11th 2018 

           Anthony Thompson 

                Chair of the Parish Council 

                24th March 2017 



 

 MINUTES OF ANNUAL VILLAGE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 6th APRIL 2016 AT THE 
METHODIST CHURCH AT 7.30PM  
PRESENT: P.Byng (Chair), County Councillor Ian Morris, District Councillor Dermot 
Bambridge, John Ellerby of NCC, Steve Burd of Stagecoach and 38 members of the parish. 
Also in attendance L. Paice, Parish Clerk.  
Members were welcomed to the meeting by Peter Byng as Parish Council Chairman and 
clarification of the purdah rules currently in force in the light of the imminent Police and 
Crime Commissioner elections was given.  
1. APOLOGIES were received from John Tustian, Carol Tosh and Nick Ashby  
 
2. MINUTES of the 2015 meeting which were included in the Report Pack were agreed and 
signed as a true record. A question was raised by Eb Brown seeking clarification on the 
alleged savings which would be made by replacement of the village street lights. The Chair 
explained that these were of a much lower wattage using less electricity and requiring 
very little maintenance. Full figures would be available after one year of usage. Carol 
Mason asked if adequate parking facilities were planned at the new school site and the 
Chair advised that plans indicated that this had been addressed.  
 
3. MATTERS ARISING from those Minutes relating to posting of the AVM Minutes on the 
village website, a dog bon on RX22, a lack of meetings with the PC representatives and 
Pocket Park volunteers and clarification of miscellaneous spending on the latest PC 
audited accounts had all been addressed.  
 
4. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT - The Chairman presented his report, a copy of which was 
included in the Report Pack and which was formally adopted by the meeting.  
 
5. FINANCING OF THE SRA - On the recommendation of the Parish Council Chair of Finance 
it was agreed that a payment of £3.85per head on the Electoral Roll at January 2014, being 
1930 electors, would be made to the SRA for maintenance of the field. A sum of £7430 
had been written into the PC budget to cover this cost.  
 
6. Reports from COUNTY COUNCILLOR IAN MORRIS AND DISTRICT COUNCILLOR DERMOT 
BAMBRIDGE were included in the Reports pack and verbal updates were also given. 
Various questions from the floor were addressed as appropriate.  
Following Councillor Morris, John Ellerby of NCC and Steve Burd of Stagecoach explained 
to the meeting the expected changes in the bus service through the village and the 
reasoning behind these changes. NCC subsidies had been removed and so the bus services 
was now a totally commercial venture. Questions were taken and answered.  
All were thanked for attending and giving their reports.  
7. All other reports listed on the Agenda were included in the Reports Pack and 
commended to the meeting. Additionally Peter Hart detailed the current position on 
allotments. All groups were thanks for their reports.  



8. MATTERS MEMBERS O FTHE PUBLIC WISHED TO RAISE - i) A young member of the village 
asked for consideration of additional play area equipment in the village in the form of a zip 
wire, wooden climbing/scramble frame and a sunken trampoline. This request would be 
taken back to the Parish Council.  
ii) Carol Mason asked if the Parish Council was aware of possible MEPC development at 
the Circuit and was advised that a Scoping Opinion consultation would be on the next PC 
Agenda and was currently on the SNC website.  
iii) A resident asked if there was any means of controlling or at least advising on random 
firework events. This did not fall under the control of the Parish Council but a new website 
being worked on would have a calendar facility where details of events could be shown. 
The new website would hopefully by live by 1st July 2016.  
iv) Carol Palmer expressed concerns about the safety of the wall behind the WI seat at the 
War memorial. The Parish Clerk would take this up with SNC Officers.  
v) The issue of an extension of a footway down to the SRA was raised and the meeting 
advised that this was an ongoing matter.  
vi) A resident asked Cllr Bambridge if concerns about speeding dustbin lorries using 
Towcester Road could be addressed and he agreed to follow up on this.  
vii) The meeting was asked if it was aware of plans for rail freight interchange at 
Blisworth/Milton Malsor and Cllr Bambridge advised that SNC was fighting this suggestion.  
vii) A question was asked about any future solar park plans. The Chair responded that 
there was no knowledge of such.  
Mrs Ann Pullen offered a vote of thanks to the Chair who was not planning to stand for re-
election at the May Annual Meeting of the PC . She thanked him on behalf of the village 
for all in work both in and out of the Parish Council.  
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING – Wednesday 12th April 2017  

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 9.35pm 

 

Silverstone Parish 

Parish Council Chair’s Report to the Annual Village Meeting April 2017 

Welcome to my first annual report as chair of Silverstone Parish Council.   

Thanks 

First I would like to thank all of the individuals and groups who have been involved with 

the Parish over the past year; our working group volunteers, parishioners who have taken 

the time to attend meetings and brought forward issues, those who have come to present 

to us and answer our questions, our knowledgeable and proactive Parish Clerk and the 

members of our Parish Council. The Parish Council has been working hard on your behalf 

over the past year.  Following a call for applicants to fill a vacant position P. Dunne was co-

opted onto the Parish council in October. 



In addition to the full Parish Council there are committees for Finance and Planning formed 

from the Parish Councillors and the following Working Groups: 

 Footpaths (Rights of Way),  

 Play Areas,  

 Parish Plan,  

 Neighbourhood Plan,  

 Pocket Park Volunteers,  

 Community Flood Resilience, 

  representatives to the SRA and Silverstone Circuit.  

We are also fortunate to have a Village Litter picker and have just engaged a village handy 

person to carry out minor works and maintenance for the Parish. 

Finance 

The Precept for 2017/18 has been set at £47500.  Whilst on paper this was an increase of 

£2000 over the 2016/17 precept, it represents a 0.8% decrease per household within the 

Parish as shown on your Council Tax bill.  We have also started to receive our share of the 

annual payments from the Handley Park Solar farm.  On the down side our bank has started 

charging a monthly fee, therefore we have proposed amalgamation of two bank accounts 

into one to reduce the fees being paid. 

Planning 

South Northants Council (SNC) Local Plan part 2A is proceeding and the Parish Council 

continue to participate in the consultation process.  I would urge all Parishioners to take 

the time to participate the consultation.   

The Silverstone Parish Plan and Design Statement is reaching its final stages, having 

progressed thanks to the support of the working group, which included a public exhibition 

in December and is now in the 6 week public consultation period before it is can be 

considered for official adoption by SNC.   

The whole Parish has now applied to become registered as a Neighbourhood Area, 

volunteers have already come forward to enable us to establish a working party to explore 

whether there is an appetite across the Parish for the development of a Neighbourhood 

Plan whilst the Finance Committee looks at ways of funding such an undertaking.  As a first 

step Councillor Carol Tosh arranged a very informative meeting for the working party 

volunteers with the Clerk and representatives from Kilsby and Barby, two Parishes that 

have recently completed the Neighbourhood planning process. 

MEPC applications for mixed development at Silverstone Park were reviewed and 

commented on. 



Works continue on the new school and we look forward to it opening in the coming year, 

providing up to date educational facilities. 

Traffic 

The 2016 Speed Watch initiative was successful in generating volunteers and the 

information gathered enabled Northants Police to send warning letters to drivers who 

were disregarding the speed limits within the village.  This will be repeated in 2017 and I 

would like to thank Mr. Bradshaw for his initiative in registering the village for the 2017 

scheme.  The possibility of an ANPR speed monitoring system (Safe Speed) was declined 

following Northants Police concerns over the volume of information that would be 

generated. 

The Parish applied for 20mph speed limits on Stretches of Church Street and Little London.  

The Church street application was declined by SNC in December. 

Unfortunately the blockage of the Road drain on the A413 near Baines Close continues to 

be a problem despite repeated reporting of the issue via. Street Doctor.  The inevitable 

potholes and damaged road signs were reported through Street Doctor and are reviewed 

at the Parish Council meetings 

The Parish is in the process of adopting the red telephone box in the High Street so that 

we do not lose this distinctively English village feature. New bus shelters to be provided as 

part of the Catch yard farm development 

Community and Leisure facilities 

Church street play area safety surface has been replaced.  New interpretation board for 

the Brickle pocket park design & built courtesy of Moulton park students and tree work on 

the boundary of Olney pocket park with Green Lane was recently completed 

 No suitable site for further allotments outside the Catch yard farm development has been 

found despite considerable efforts, but we are following up on potential site with MEPC 

Leisure enhancement group considering the future leisure needs of the Parish looked at 

refurbishment or replacement of the SRA buildings.  At the time the costs appeared to be 

prohibitive and would require further investigation 

 A defibrillator kit has been installed in the centre of the village, located on the wall of the 

Postal sorting office near Crofts Stores. 

The Parish is in the process of adopting the red telephone box in the High Street so that 

we do not lose this distinctively English village feature. New bus shelters to be provided as 

part of the Catch yard farm development 

 

County Councillor’s Report not received by print deadline 



District Councillor’s report to the 2017 Silverstone Village Meeting 

This has been a very active year for South Northamptonshire Council (SNC) and a good one 
generally.  South Northants District continues to be ranked by the Halifax survey as one of 
the best places to live in the country rated at 16th; we have been higher but the methodology 
has recently changed.  Unemployment is one of the lowest in the country supported by the 
SNC job club helping people find work.  As it is part of my cabinet portfolio, I am very proud 
that our waste and recycling rate is 59.9%. This puts our district 11th in the country and we 
are currently running at over 60%, which should put us higher still – thanks to all of you who 
recycle for helping us to achieve this. 

Central government funding continues to reduce, but with growing housing numbers and 
business rates we continue to balance the books.  We continue to be one of the best 
authorities at collecting council tax with 99.1% of all tax collected. Only about a dozen others 
consistently collect above 99%. 

New Homes Bonus (NHB) continues to be paid by us into separate parish ring fenced funds 
and as such we are one of the few councils that pass this money back to directly benefit the 
areas of housing growth.  However government changes mean that in 2017/18 NHB will be 
paid for five years not six as in 2016/17, reducing further in 2018/19 to four years.  The 
money accrued to date is safe and is available for the parish but the rate of growth will slow 
in future years.  The voluntary sector also benefits from NHB. 

SNC’s part of the Council Tax bill has been raised by £5 a year for a Band D property to a 
total of £180.37 per year.  Just in terms of bin collections, it costs 87p per bin per week to 
have it emptied.  

SNC is about to appoint a new Chief Executive.  Sue Smith, who has been Chief Executive of 
both South Northamptonshire Council and Cherwell District Council (our joint-working 
partner) since 2011, reached her 60th birthday in February and decided to take life at a 
slower pace.   Her replacement will be Yvonne Rees.  She is currently the Chief Executive of 
Mole Valley District Council and Strategic Director for Customers and Communities at Surrey 
County Council, a joint post she has held since 2012. She brings with her a wealth of 
experience from a career spanning 27 years. 

Planning is a key function of SNC and the Local Plan Part 2A draft is available for perusal.  
We are seeking feedback on this before formal consultation begins in the summer.  This will 
be followed by an analysis of the comments and possible changes.  In early 2018 there will 
be a Public Examination by the Planning Inspector followed by publication of the Plan with 
the Inspector’s comments.  The adoption of the Final Part 2 Plan should take place in 
autumn 2018. 

The five year land supply is always of concern, as Silverstone knows from past experience.  
SNC currently has a land supply sufficient for 8.2 years.   We must have a minimum of five 
with a buffer for under delivery but at over eight we are well outside the bounds of 
argument. 

This year saw the start of the new Brackley Leisure Centre.  This new six-lane pool, with 
learner pool and improvements to the gym areas should be completed by the end of the 



year.  Towcester Centre for Leisure had new equipment in October, when a new 
management contract began with the new operator, Parkwood Leisure.   This is delivering 
substantial returns. 

Outline planning permission for the south of Towcester has been in place since 2014 and 
the detailed planning permissions for the first approximately 500 homes has been granted.   
Work has started on the new roundabout by the racecourse entrance, to give access to the 
land.  This will take a few months to build and will be the link to the Towcester Relief Road 
taking traffic out of Towcester centre.   We are working closely with government to get this 
delivered early - before 2020.  SNC Leader Ian McCord has met the Roads Minister and our 
MP Andrea Leadsom to push the case. 

Brackley continues to deliver housing rapidly.  SNC has seen the biggest increase in new 
homes in the past year than at any time since Grange Park was built.  Local Plan Part 2A 
gives many ideas to further expand and improve Brackley including a proposal for a sports 
hub north of the town. 

I am chairman of the Moat Lane Regeneration Board, and work is now starting on the corner 
of Northampton Road for shops and apartments above.   The development is to an 
exceptionally high standard and is a real enhancement to the town.   In the past year, the 
Tove Long Stay Car Park on Northampton Road has been opened giving 160 additional 
spaces.  This car park is free of charge without time restrictions.  The Short Stay Car Park has 
parking restricted to three hours.  Parking in the Market Place has been altered to make 
parking easier, reduce congestion and enable the two hour limit to be enforced.  These 
changes are having a positive effect on car parking in Towcester. 

Nearer to home, progress continues at the Silverstone circuit sites - the land the BRDC has, 
and the surrounding MEPC commercial site.  Both organisations have published Masterplan 
proposals, which are being progressed to bring more commercial activities, as well as more 
leisure and sporting activities to the circuit.  Probably most exciting is the news of the 
Silverstone Heritage Experience.  SNC has arranged a £3m loan towards its development, 
which is being funded by £9m from the Heritage Lottery Fund.  This will provide an excellent 
tourist attraction and is due to open in 2019. 

The Silverstone Parish Plan and Village Design Statement will be reviewed by SNC once the 
current consultation has been completed.  The goal is to have it adopted very soon as a 
Supplementary Planning Document.   Lastly, SNC has received an application from 
Silverstone Parish Council for the designation of a Neighbourhood Area for Silverstone.  
Once approved by the full SNC Council, this will pave the way for a Neighbourhood Plan if 
the decision is taken to produce one. 

Dermot Bambridge 

South Northamptonshire Council Ward Member for Silverstone and Portfolio Holder for 
Environmental Services. 

Pocket Parks 



Both Parks are a great asset to the village and provide a source of tranquility and peace 

they are brilliantly maintained by enthusiastic hard working volunteers led by Margaret 

Holland (Olney Meadow) and Eb Brown (Brickle). Although predominately nature 

reserves  

The parks can be used for social functions  but this needs to be notified to the Parish 

Council  in advance for insurance policies. 

Brickle Pocket Park. 

Tree maintenance was managed during the year and a number were cut down,  some 

overhanging branches were reduced in size, this has let more light in. The natural habitat 

is flourishing, and the wild flowers are a wonderful sight. Brickle is a spectacular nature 

reserve with all its ponds and water creatures. It has benches and seats around the park. 

A new seat has been donated during the year in Memory of the late Eddie Tuck.  

The volunteers meet on a regular basis, the first Saturday in the month, and any help 

would be most gratefully appreciated especially by some younger villagers. The Park is 

kept up to a high standard by the enthusiastic volunteers. 

Olney Meadow report for parish council 2017 
The grass mowing for Olney Meadow was carried out by Martin Simmons and Sons this 
year, having taken over from Banner Contracting. They continued the same regime with 
6 cuts through the year, 2 complete and 4 partial, and we were very pleased with their 
work. 
The annual hay rake was well attended, and the rain held off until just before the end of 
raking. However, the BBQ was cooked and eaten under the shelter of a copse of trees! 
The edges of the grass were regularly mown through the year, together with paths 
through the long grass. The Green Lane hedge was kept cut back, the paths within the 
park maintained, and a regular flower survey carried out through the year. The grass 
cutting and raking pattern is helping to maintain a good variety of flowering plants, with 
accompanying insect life. 
With one of our regular volunteers moving away, we introduced more Saturday working 
parties, to clear the pond and scrub, hedge cutting, paint benches, and fix some wire 
netting to the balancing meadow to stop slipping. Notices for these working parties are 
put on the pocket park and village notice boards.  All are welcome. 
Thanks to Phil Hinton for more hedge cutting with his tractor. 
The native daffodils which we have been gradually planting in one of the copses, are 
spreading well. The last batch is due to be planted this year.  A previous resident of the 
village has funded this. 
 
One of the ash trees bordering Green Lane was found to have a fungal disease - a shaggy 
bracket fungus, Innonatus hispidus - and had to be severely pollarded.  Thanks to a 
passer-by for alerting us to this. 



The park is well used by a variety of people - families, dog walkers, people wanting to be 

quiet and listen to the many birds singing, forest school - and is a great asset to the 

village. 

SILVERSTONE PARISH COUNCIL 
RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS ACCOUNT TO MARCH 2016 

Ordinary Accounts 

RESERVE £127,080.31 

UNITY TRUST - OLD OAK £18,003.95 

Total £145,084.26 

 

  RECEIPTS Net (£) Vat (£) Gross (£) 

111 Precept 45,000.00 0.00 45,000.00 

112 Interest on reserve account 274.03 0.00 274.03 

114 OLNEY MEADOW 0.00 0.00 0.00 
115 VAT Reclaimed 2,525.34 0.00 2,525.34 

116 NEWS AND VIEWS 362.50 0.00 362.50 
117 Miscellaneous 864.41 0.00 864.41 

119 PLAY AREA GRANTS 0.00 0.00 0.00 
1145  SECTION 106 FUNDING 0.00 0.00 0.00 

1150  INTEREST ON OLD OAK ACCOUNT 16.49 0.00 16.49 
Total Receipts 49,042.77 0.00 49,042.77 

PAYMENTS Net (£) Vat (£) Gross (£) 
120 EXPD FROM RESERVE ACCOUNT 0.00 0.00 0.00 

227 URBAN MOWING 3,024.00 604.80 3,628.80 
230 PARISH PLAN 0.00 0.00 0.00 
231 REPLACEMENT CLERK ACCRUAL 0.00 0.00 0.00 
232 GRANTS 300.00 0.00 300.00 
1120 Salary & expenses 10,070.68 0.00 10,070.68 
1121 Electricity 2,564.21 440.92 3,005.13 
1122 New Street Lights/upgrades 31,823.06 6,364.61 38,187.67 
1123 Repairs to lights 115.00 23.00 138.00 
1124 Play Area Improvements 0.00 0.00 0.00 
1125 SRA 7,517.00 0.00 7,517.00 
1126 Churchyard 0.00 0.00 0.00 
1127 NEWS AND VIEWS 1,466.40 0.00 1,466.40 
1128 Insurance 1,344.96 0.00 1,344.96 
1129 Audit Fees 490.00 60.00 550.00 
1130 Miscellaneous Exp 3,436.08 155.36 3,591.44 
1131 Room Hire 221.10 0.00 221.10 
1132 Olney Meadow Pocket Park 940.73 174.72 1,115.45 
1133 Dog bins 2,328.19 465.68 2,793.87 
1134 Brickle Pocket Park 2,000.00 0.00 2,000.00 
1136 CLERKS GRATUITY 0.00 0.00 0.00 
1137 SHARED EXPENSES 334.78 0.00 334.78 
1138 TRAINING 336.00 0.00 336.00 
1139 SUBSCRIPTIONS 859.41 0.00 859.41 
1141 ELECTION ACCRUAL 0.00 0.00 0.00 
1144 SECTION 137 0.00 0.00 0.00 
1145 OLD OAK PLAY AREA 5,373.14 747.43 6,120.57 

TotalPayments 75,669.74 9,261.52 84,931.26 

Closing Balances    

Ordinary Accounts    

RESERVE   £93,172.33 

UNITY TRUST - OLD OAK   £16,023.44 

Total   £109,195.77 



Planning Committee - 2016-17 
 
Things do not stand still - even in the rural environment which is Silverstone! 
 
Silverstone CE Primary School is approaching completion with an expected handover date 
in May ready for opening in early June.  Bovis Homes have begun construction and, as of 
Christmas, 2016, the first occupants have moved in with more due in the forthcoming 
months. 
 
The Parish Plan and Village Design Statement was completed in the Autumn and a 
successful exhibition took place which was attended by over 220 villagers (and a couple 
of dogs!).  Th Parish Plan is now in its official consultation phase with documentation 
going as far as Australia to accommodate landowners within the village area. 
 
It has become clear that there was a growing desire to move to a more formal (in 
planning terms) Neighbourhood Plan.  This brought about the most attendees at two 
Parish Council meetings for a very long time -  over 60 at one and 72 at another. Most 
were passionate about pursuing a Neighbourhood Plan but there are concerns in the 
village about the nature of the way this has been pushed forward by what is a small 
minority of a village with over 2000 residents.  A NP Working Party (including PC 
members and interested volunteers)has been established by the Parish Council to carry 
out initial investigations into the cost of producing such a plan and, also, to investigate 
whether such a plan is really the wish of the majority of the village residents.  Watch 
News and Views and the Parish Council Website for further information on this topic. 
 
We have had two major planning matters to consider which have caused concern 
because of their location or the very design of the site.  One was the proposed 
development of 30 houses opposite the SRA - on an area of historic significance and also 
a flood risk area.  This was not supported by the PC and has since been turned down by 
SNC.  The second and most recent application was for 10 commercial units (class B1) and 
associated car parking, Solar Park and Attenuation Pond at land north of the village 
beyond Silverstone Fields Farm on the A413.  Again, this was not supported by the PC 
and for a variety of reasons, SNC have decided to not approve this application. 
 
The wishes of village residents to improve and extend their properties continues to give a 
few planning applications for consideration each month for the planning committee.  Any 
developments over 4 houses are automatically put on the agenda for the full Parish 
Council to consider.  Generally, it is recommended that, should you be considering 
putting in a planning application, you should seek the help of SNC’s planning department.  
If you do not take this route you are likely to fall foul of the stringent regulations which 
govern planning matters nowadays.   
 
 

 



Silverstone Parish Footpath Warden Report 
Annual Village Meeting  

12 April 2017 

 

My name is Anthony Thompson.  I have been Parish Footpath Warden since 

January 2011.  My role as Footpath Warden is to walk all of the Public rights of way 

in the parish at least once each year and report any issues seen on the public rights 

of way (footpaths and bridleways) to the County Councils appointed management 

company and to the Parish Council.   

We are fortunate to have almost 10 miles of public rights of way within our Parish, 

with routes that link to Whittlebury and Abthorpe.   I would like to take this 

opportunity to encourage you to use them responsibly, particularly if walking your 

dog 

 

 

 Items reported in the year from April 2016 to April 2017 included; 

 a stile needing replacement on RX11 between the second and third fields 

from the Brackley Road 

 Metal gate at junction with RX6 was locked shut with a chain and padlock at 

the bottom of the gate 

 At Blackmires lane both the post and finger are still absent.    

 RX35 from Blackmires lane to Bucknell Woods Footpath and stile still directs 

pedestrian into the forestry path rather than RA43.   

 RX12 was passable but still difficult to use as there are no bridges across the 

two ditches and two wire strand fences to negotiate at the field boundaries 

without stiles. 

 

Whilst I report issues, members of the public can report issues directly using the 

Street Doctor website. 

Anthony Thompson        

Parish Footpath Warden  
 
 

Silverstone CE Primary School 
 
Have you noticed the progress of the new build as you enter Silverstone from the north?  
As someone on the Community Website noted - ‘OUR FAB NEW SCHOOL!” - soon to be 
open for business. 



 
It has taken some 8 years in the process of establishing a need, raising the funding, 
designing the school and, finally, bringing it all together to produce a building which we 
will all be proud of. 
 
On 1st September, 2016 one of the final processes in making it all happen took place and 
it marked a significant time in the history of the village.  Silverstone Infant School and 
Silverstone CE Junior School ceased to be and our newly created Silverstone Church of 
England Primary School came into being.  We were proud to finally become one school 
with a new logo, new uniform and new identity albeit, we still had to wait on our new 
building. 
 
Our (comparatively) new Headteacher, James Bloomfield really has had a heavy workload 
in organising both the existing school, maintaining standards and keeping oversight of 
the new build, liaising with NCC,  the Project Manager and Site Managers to get the very 
best for our children. 
 
During all of this time governors have also been in discussion with our school community, 
NCC and the Peterborough Diocesan Education Trust (PDET) with a view to becoming an 
Academy.  This means that we will have the Diocesan Trust as our ‘local authority’ 
instead of Northants County Council - something this current government is keen to see 
happen nationwide.  However, this has not been an easy process as we are somewhat in 
a unique situation.  Until the legal ‘bigwigs’ have ironed out a variety of issues we are still 
unsure as to when this final step will take place but it in no way effects the move into the 
new building. 
 
This move is due to take place over the end of May Bank Holiday break. For the preceding 
two weeks, the school will be packed up whilst still maintaining regular teaching and 
learning.  During the holiday week the removers will move everything to the new site and 
then, much to the delight of the children, the pupils have been granted an extra week of 
holiday so that the new school is made ready for the children (and staff and parents) to 
adapt to their new surroundings.  
 
It is the intention of the headteacher to invite the local community to an Open Morning 
sometime in September (date to be arranged) when the school has settled into its new 
site. 
 

  



News from St Michael’s Church 
 
How lovely to see the beautiful spring flowers along the path towards the doors to the 
Church.  We give thanks to all who plant bulbs, mow the grass and help to maintain  the 
churchyard by helping at our working parties many times throughout the year. 
 
Some dates for your diaries :- 
Lent Soup Lunches – 2 more – Mondays 3rd and 10th April 12 noon – l.30 p.m. in the Church 
Rooms (suggested donation £5.00). Thanks are given to all who make and serve the delicious 
soups and to all who come along and enjoy them! 
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting will be on Sunday 2nd April in the Church following 
the 10.00 a.m. Service of Holy Eucharist. 
Palm Sunday 9th April.  The Service will be held at 4.00 p.m. (T@4) in the Church Rooms. 
 
Holy Week 
Monday 10th April. Holy Eucharist at 9.30 a.m. 
Maundy Thursday. Agape at 7.30 p.m. in the Church Rooms followed by the Watch in the 
Church. 
Good Friday Liturgy. At 2.00 p.m. at St. Botolph’s, Slapton. 
Holy Saturday 15th April. Kindling of the New Light. 7.30 p.m. 
 
Easter Sunday. Holy Eucharist by extension at 10.00 a.m. 
 

**** 
The Rogation Service will be held at Pits Farm on Sunday 24th May at 10.00 a.m. 
 
Our Moveable Feast will be held on the evening of Friday 9th June please contact Carolyn 
Lovell for tickets (ce.lovell@tesco.net or 0l327 857656) and our Summer Fete will be the 
following day Saturday 10th June 2 – 4 p.m. ‘around the Church’ as last year.  Stalls, Raffle 
and Tea and Cakes. Look for posters giving details nearer the time! 
 
We look forward to welcoming you to our Services and Events. 
 
St Michael’s Church Moveable Feast 2017 

Do you enjoy good food with the added bonus of making new friends in the community? If 

the answer to either or both of these questions is “Yes,” then the Annual Moveable Feast 

could well be for you. Over the many years it has been running it has developed a reputation 

for being a very good social event which also raises a substantial amount of much needed 

funds for St. Michael’s church. 

The date set is Friday June 9th so please put it in your diaries. The cost is £20 per head which 

includes welcome drinks and nibbles, followed by 3 courses with wine. Coffee is served to 

complete the evening.  Sounds great doesn’t it! 

mailto:ce.lovell@tesco.net


If you have been involved previously I probably have your contact details but new people 

are always welcome. There are no restrictions. You do not necessarily need to be a regular 

worshipper at the Church, singles are welcome and we try to cater for all dietary needs. 

I shall be sending out application forms soon so to get on to the contact list or for further 

information please either  

Phone 01327857656 or Email ce.lovell@tesco.net 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Carolyn Lovell 

Paul Foster Garden Maintenance 
Based in Silverstone 

Professional help to get your garden ready for 

Spring.  

 

National Trust Trained – City & Guilds Acredited  

22 years Experience. 

Phone Paul on 07790311761 or 01327 857536 

And start to get you Garden into shape.  

 

mailto:ce.lovell@tesco.net


Towcester Camera Club 

Towcester Camera Club meets in St Michael's Church Rooms in Silverstone, and 

warmly welcomes anybody who enjoys photography as a hobby. Our members 

have a very wide range of photographic interests and ability and thoroughly enjoy 

the opportunity to share their ideas and to learn techniques from each other and 

from visiting speakers. The varied Programme of Events is designed to challenge 

you well beyond your usual comfort zone; help you to learn more about your 

camera and develop your digital processing skills; encourage you to have fun and 

to keep your enthusiasm for photography alive with fresh ideas for creating the 

best photographs you’ve ever made.........yet! 

 

Meetings start at 8pm on alternate Wednesdays, from September to July. The 

dates for April to May are 5th, 19th  April and 3rd, 17th, 31st May. 

 

For more information please go to www.towcestercameraclub.co.uk,  

 

 
 

 

 

Tales of Old Silson  
It is commonly known the Silverstone had a royal hunting lodge 

and fish ponds that served the needs of royalty including Henry 

1, Henry 11, Richard 1, John 1, to Henry 111. The lodge was 

altered and rebuilt before losing favour with royalty and being 

sold. What is not commonly known is the first non-royal to own 

the lodge was Sir Richard Lovell. He was a landowner in Devon 

and exchanged property in Devon to acquire the lodge at 

Silverstone. He kept the lodge for some years before selling it to 

Sir John Molins. Recent research has uncovered a report giving 

his reason for leaving. It coincided when the Towcester barons 

refused him planning permission for a chariot racing 

amphitheatre. He was a man before his times. Gerald Lovell, 

when interviewed, believed it to be the first record of Lovells in 

Silverstone, predating other Silverstone family names including 

Linnells, Mayo, Varneys and Whitlocks.  

Ivor Billhook – Old Silson Correspondent 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.towcestercameraclub.co.uk/


 

Bring on the spring at Towcester Mill Brewery 
  
Are you a real ale fan? Enjoy drinking in interesting, unique places, full of history? Love to 
walk the dog and sit outside with a pint in your hand? Then Towcester Mill Brewery is the 
place for you! 
  
Towcester Mill Brewery is a small independent brewery originally located at Whittlebury. 
In 2013 it moved to the 200 year old Mill down Chantry Lane and brought brewing back 
to the heart of Towcester for the first time since 1901. 
  
The Mill is home to its five brewers barrel brew plant where a number of core beers are 
produced, as well as a variety of seasonal and one off special ales. The popular tap room 
is open daily and has a very large beer garden offering far reaching views. The ale is also 
complemented with real cider, a range of quality gins, Belgian beers, wine, soft drinks 
and bar snacks. 
  
The new shop at Bell Plantation Garden Centre sells the Brewery’s core beers as well as 
speciality gins, wines and vodkas. With three hand pumps on site, customers can enjoy 
drinking real ale in the shop as they browse. They can also select an empty bottle, mini 
keg or beer box and have it filled with the beer of their choice to take home. Great for 
the weekend! 
  



In April the Brewery has a folk band, Faustus, playing on 20 April and, on 27 April, there is 
a comedy night headlining Raymond & Mr Timpkins and Andrew Bird, supported by 
Patrick Draper. For more detail and tickets, book online via ticketsource.co.uk/towcester-
mill-brewery. 
  
And, if you want to know how ale is made, then tours are available for only £10. They 
include a free pint or a beer tapas board - three thirds of a pint - so you can sample any 
three of the ales available in the tap room – a perfect end to any day! 

 

It’s Taken Over 100 Years  

A Report from Northampton Mercury – January 14th 1910 

The Silverstone proposed joint school sub-committee presented an informal report. In this 

they stated that the managers of the Church of England School were not prepared to 

consider the suggested Trust Deed so long as the head teacher, whether Anglican of 

Nonconformist, was debarred from giving denominational religious instruction if wiling. 

Were this proposal withdrawn they would be prepared to consider the deed in detail. 

The managers of the Wesleyan School were prepared to unanimously support the 

suggested Trust Deed. As this was the last regular meeting of the Council, the chairman laid 

obliged to reconsider his position at the last meeting of the County council. He had, ever 

since 1870, held distinct views on the question of education. He had felt that all the schools 

should be entirely under public control and conducted entirely apart from any 

denomination.(Hear, hear.) He thought if they looked at the proposals in the scheme, they 

would find every one of the principles which he held were violated. “I do not go into details, 

I do not defend my views; it is simply for me to declare them, and holding them as I do, I felt 

it was not possible for me to remain any longer a member of the committee. I confess I was 

not justified in joining the committee; that was where I made the initial mistake for which I 

am very sorry, but I yielded to very great pleasure.” Mr Wilkinson intimated that in future 

he should remain neutral on the question. 

Mr F Barlow expressed regret at Mr Rennie Wilkinson’s resignation, and proceeded that the 

attitude of the managers of Silverstone Church School would result in upsetting the 

compromise. Their attitude in saying if the first proposal were withdrawn they would be 

prepared to consider the next seemed to him absolutely impossible, and he thought 

negotiations could not be conducted on such lines. In his opinion, if they had a 

denominational headmaster, the “atmosphere” of the school would be denominational. 

Mr J Denney said he had been a headmaster forty six years, and he defied any of his scholars 

to say he ever influenced them towards Wesleyanism. (Hear, hear.) He thought any 

headmaster could maintain an attitude on similar lines whatever his convictions. 



Mr J Timms said he wished to remind Mr Barlow that the Church School managers were 

perfectly willing, as there was a Nonconformist majority in the village, that they should be 

a Nonconformist head teacher. He did not think that there as many people who would have 

given way on that. 

The report was received.  

Welcome 

To Steve Hancock and the new team at The White Horse. News & Views wishes them every 

success in their new venture. 

See the new White Horse website for details of forthcoming events and opening hours -  

 http://www.thewhitehorsesilverstone.co.uk/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Silverstone News & Views is funded by Silverstone Parish Council and 

delivered free to 99% of the houses in the village: the few outlying residents  

outside the main village confines being able to pick up a copy from Crofts Stores. 

Editorial 

Peter Byng, 6 Monkswood, Silverstone, NN12 8TG. Tel 857180 

peter@byng.org.uk 

Pat Daly, 21 Hillside Avenue, Silverstone, NN12 8UR. Tel 857067 

Daly.verdala@btinternet.com 

Rosanne Marriott, 23 High Street, Silverstone, NN12 8US. Tel 856752 

rosanne@silverstonedesignsolutions.com 

Annie Rickard, 58 High Street, Silverstone, NN12 8US. Tel 858371 

Annie.rickard@yahoo.co.uk 

Distribution 

Phil Reddall, 2 Walnut Close, Silverstone, NN12 8TU. Tel 857938 

Phil.reddall@gmail.com 

Deadline for June Edition – 15th May 2017 

 

http://www.thewhitehorsesilverstone.co.uk/
mailto:peter@byng.org.uk
mailto:Daly.verdala@btinternet.com
mailto:rosanne@silverstonedesignsolutions.com
mailto:Annie.rickard@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:Phil.reddall@gmail.com

