
 

 

How much say should Silverstone residents have about the 

future of their village? The arguments. 

The information session arranged by District Councillor, Dermot Bambridge at the Forum 

for villagers to hear about the differences between having a Parish Plan rather than a 

Neighbourhood Plan was well attended. Andy d’Arcy, the Planning Policy Lead Officer for 

South Northants Council trod a difficult path through the benefits and pitfalls of each. 

In simple terms, a Parish Plan provides a reasonable level of protection against unwanted 

development as long as the District Council has a minimum 5 year supply of housing 

permissions and has a strong Local Plan. The Catch Yard development was permitted 

because at that time the District could not prove it had sufficient housing in the pipeline. 

A Neighbourhood Plan provides a much greater level of certainty but does have to 

recommend where future development would be acceptable and, thus, can tend to be 

contentious, pitting one interested party against another. In some areas, this had led to 

threats and accusations of bias and bribery. 

The meeting was to increase Parish Councillors’ knowledge of the differences before 

deciding whether or not to develop the Parish Plan and Design Statement further. The 

earliest a decision could be taken would be at the February Parish Council meeting on 

Monday 13th February; the agenda for this will be published on the Silverstone Village 

website on 6th February.  There will be a formal motion on the agenda so a decision can be 

expected whether to proceed to develop a Neighbourhood Plan or rely upon the District 

Council’s Local Plan boosted by the recently completed Parish Plan. A large attendance and 

lively debate is anticipated. 

 

 

 

 



Parish Plan or Neighbourhood Plan? Your District Councillor writes 

The hot topic in Silverstone, particularly on the Silverstone Village Community Group 

Facebook page, is Neighbourhood Plans.  As your District Councillor I am very keen to 

explain why back in 2012 I supported the choice by the Parish Council, of which I am a 

member, of a Parish Plan and Village Design Statement instead of a Neighbourhood Plan 

and why I remain of this opinion.  The following are my reasons. 

Neighbourhood Plans are primarily for parishes that want to plan future development 

above and beyond that in a Local Plan.  They are not normally used where residents make 

it clear – as they have in Silverstone – that enough is enough and no further development 

for the foreseeable future is the best option.  As was explained at the recent presentation 

by SNC Planning Policy Officer Andy D’Arcy, such a Neighbourhood Plan would be 

challenged by developers and without an independent housing survey to support it, would 

inevitably fail. 

So if we were to produce a Neighbourhood Plan a housing needs survey is necessary with 

the result showing that no further housing is needed for that period.  However, while we 

may be convinced in our own minds that 300+ new houses along Towcester Road more 

than meet future requirements, a survey may well not agree.  It is not the number but the 

types of houses that are relevant.  Apart from some affordable and social housing built 

under S106 agreements, most of the new housing comprises types of property that are 

most profitable for the developer and do not  necessarily meet wider needs.   

The risk is that a survey could demonstrate the need for more housing of certain types in 

Silverstone – bungalows or small houses for example.  As such a housing survey would be 

in the public domain, developers/landowners could use it to their advantage as support 

for building even more houses. 

If a Neighbourhood Plan identifies a need for more housing – as it would have to do should 

the housing survey evidence this - it must show where it will go.  Yardley Gobion was the 

first local parish to start a Neighbourhood Plan.  Housing need was identified and the 

location of sites discussed.  This led to ugly scenes with the village divided as to which the 

best site was.  The police became involved and the idea of a Neighbourhood Plan was 

scrapped. 

My opinion is that a Neighbourhood Plan is too risky for Silverstone.  There would be 

advantages if it was successful in meeting the identified goal of no more development, but 

the risks are huge.  We could very likely end up with more housing as a result and we could 

divide the village regarding site locations.  It would be a brave person who put their name 

to selecting which piece of land should be the next building site. 

Lastly there is the cost.   The minimum cost of such a plan is reckoned by many at £10,000 

and some Plans have cost several times this – a housing needs survey alone is about £5,000.  

It has been suggested that we could use Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) money but 



even if this was possible, which is doubtful, there are no houses currently being built here 

that qualify for CIL.  A small government grant may still be available but the lion’s share 

would likely to be funded by increasing our council tax – personally I would rather see the 

money spent of redeveloping the SRA. 

We are in the final stages of producing our Parish Plan and Village Design Statement and 

this should soon become a Supplementary Planning Document which does carry weight in 

the planning process. 

We are a democracy and I believe my role is to support the wishes of the majority of 

residents.  I will therefore support what the MAJORITY of Silverstone wants. 

Dermot Bambridge 

The Silverstone Planning Action Group view 

As many of you are aware, there has been some discussion in the village about a 

Neighbourhood Plan. A presentation was arranged on the 17th January by SNC to inform 

our Parish Council and those interested, on the both benefits and disadvantages of a 

Neighbourhood Plan. 

It became very evident during that meeting that, although the District is currently in a 

reasonable position to defend us against speculative development, there is not an up-to-date 

Local Plan, the Parish Plan is not a legal document, SNC has no detailed plans for this village 

and if this community wants to decide for itself how the village will evolve over the next 20 

years, we need to make a Neighbourhood Plan. 

Some will tell you that we will soon have a Local Plan, produced by people who "know the 

planning system" and that we have more than a five year development land supply and so, 

SNC will stop any speculative development. 

We would reply that the Local Plan is a "broad brush" for the whole district and cannot take 

into account the particular needs of this village and that a land supply is not a constant thing, 

but is continually being used, so where will the replacement areas come from? You have 

already seen the map showing the areas landowners have expressed a desire to develop. 

SNC can offer no "set in stone" guarantee as to when the Local Plan will be approved, other 

Councils have struggled to pass the Planning Inspectorate and failed to get their plans 

approved. (Eg Aylesbury Vale).  Andy d'Arcy of SNC stated that currently the Local Plan 

has not even gone to consultation and so has zero legal weight. 

Some will say that the process of producing a Neighbourhood Plan is too long and too costly, 

they will point at the Yardley Gobion experience and say that it will "all end in tears". 

Our reply again, is that the average timescale for a Neighbourhood Plan is 18 months to 2 

years and the average cost is £17,000 with three quarters of those produced costing towards 

that amount. Yes, the Neighbourhood Plan will cost SNC money (they are legally bound to 

pay for certain items, but then they also get a slug of money from central government for 



each Neighbourhood Plan that they make), and yes the Parish Council will have to contribute 

some and we will need to do some fundraising, however there is the New Homes Bonus 

held by SNC and various pots of government funding available (£9,000).  

Also we have the support of a charity that specialises in supporting community action in 

rural areas, who have already contacted us to offer legal support, we have a Neighbourhood 

Planning expert advising us, who lectures in planning and holds seminars for District 

Councillors, we have an architect, two senior project managers, an IT expert, Marketing and 

Communications, people with experience in working for and with the planning sectors of 

Councils and many others.  We are in a very good state to start this process. 

You will be told that a Neighbourhood Plan has failed to protect against development in 

Horsham.  Yes, it has, and it failed because the producers didn't follow the correct 

consultation process, they failed to do a proper environmental assessment in accordance 

with EU law.  The judge deemed that they has used "guesswork", we will be thorough and 

we will follow the guidelines to produce a robust plan. 

The Parish Plan/Village Design Statement is almost completed and, hopefully, will be 

accepted by SNC.  There is NO CONFLICT between this and a Neighbourhood Plan as they 

interlink.  However, the fact is that, of the two, ONLY the Neighbourhood Plan is a legally 

binding document. 

However, moving on to the positives.  Apart from the planning protection offered, there are 

many benefits that a Neighbourhood Plan gives the village and we believe that it offers huge 

opportunities. 

The Neighbourhood Plan gives the local community the opportunity to decide for itself how 

it wants the village to develop over the next 20 years. 

 The community decides where and what type of development they want. 

 The community decides the pace of development. 

 The community receives 25% of all CIL payments direct to our Parish. 

 You decide what green spaces you want. 

 You decide whether we need properly affordable housing for our youngsters. 

 You decide whether you want to improve areas of the village. 

 You decide on the detail of what you want for this community. 

Some villages have even used it to save their village pub! 

The Parish Council will be debating this issue at their meeting on the 13th February, 19:45 in 

the Methodist Church Rooms, we would suggest they put out lots of chairs! 

You can find more information, keep up-to-date and be a part of this process, go 

to: www.spag.uk.com, sign on and stay in touch! 

Silverstone Planning Action Group 

 

 

http://www.spag.uk.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tales of Old Silson  
Article in the Northampton Mercury 1901 

Assault at Silverstone – Joshua Chapman, Silverstone, was 

summoned for assaulting Thomas Lovell at Silverstone on 

December 27th. Defendant pleaded not guilty. Thomas Lovell, 

labourer said he was at the Chequers Inn when the defendant 

came and struck the witness’s wife several times on the head. 

Witness asked what he was doing and said “she’s like me, she 

ain’t got too much sense, but you’re not going to knock out 

what she has got”. Defendant then assaulted him down and 

kicked him. Defendant was drunk or he would not have done 

it. There had been no trouble before, Rose Lovell, the 

prosecutor’s wife, said the defendant struck her several times. 

There was a scuffle, and defendant knocked her husband 

down into the corner of the room. The landlord picked her 

husband up. The defendant was ordered to pay the cost six 

shilling. 

Ivor Billhook – Old Silson Correspondent 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ivor Billhook 

Touch of Tranquility 

Relaxation to combat the New Year blues. 

The time of year is upon us to think about de-stressing and pampering 

after the hectic holiday season, time to get back into those clothes that 

have shrunk in the last month and feel more positive and relaxed about 

yourself. 

Valentines Day and Spring is just around the corner, massage makes a 

great Valentine's gift for the one you love, vouchers still available. 

 

Body Massage:£30/Back, neck & shoulder £20/Leg massage 15/Indian 

head massage £25/Reflexology £25/Facial £25/Reiki £25/Auricular ear 

candles £20/Ultrasound £10/Aromatherapy Massage £30 

Also available, ladies pamper parties with £5 for 10 minute tasters. 

Contact Janine on 01327 855439/07905 548581 or 

janine.hawkins@aol.co.uk 

 

mailto:janine.hawkins@aol.co.uk


 

Village Networks: bringing expert 
advice into Silverstone 

 

The advice vehicle will be returning to Silverstone, full of FREE and independent information with experts 

and advice on board: 

 

 

 Welfare Benefits 

 Debt 
 Better deals for gas, electricity and heating oil: bring 

your statement along 

 Job-seeking support 
 FREE basic computer lessons 
 Volunteering opportunities 

 

 

Come and find us in Stocks Hill (near Croft’s Stores) between 10.00 – 11.30 on Fridays 3rd February, 3rd 

March, 24th March and 28th April. For further information see www.snvb.org.uk  or contact Nick King if 

you need help on 01327 358264 or email nick@snvb.org.uk 

 

Women’s World Day of Prayer 

On Friday March 3rd 2017 

Am I being Unfair to You? 

On Friday 3rd March over 5000 services will be held in the British Isles on the Theme of ‘Am I 

Being Unfair to You?’.  The Christian women of the Philippines wrote the service and it has been 

translated into 1,000 different languages and dialects, to be used, throughout the whole world. 

Find out more about the theme and the Philippines by joining us at Silverstone Methodist 

Chapel at 2pm on Friday 3rd March. 

The day of prayer is not just for women – everyone is welcome to attend the service. 

Our service in Silverstone will be led by women from churches in the benefice including the 

Methodist Chapel.  

 

http://www.snvb.org.uk/
mailto:nick@snvb.org.uk


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOWEN 4 BALANCE 

    BOWEN TECHNIQUE 

                                                               ........Revitalise yourself 

Holistic and relaxing, this gentle “hands on” therapy aims to 

restore and rebalance the whole body. 

Through a series of rolling type moves, the Therapist works over 

muscles, tendons ligaments and fascia, reducing tension and 

discomfort. 

Bowen treats the whole person not just the symptoms. 

Common presentations include back, neck, and shoulder pain, 

knee problems, sports injuries, frozen shoulder, tennis elbow, 

respiratory problems and many more. 

Bowen Technique originated in Australia in the 1950’s and is 

now practiced worldwide. 

For further information and appointments contact: 

Sarah McConnell, Bowen Therapist on: 07895 069160 

Dip COT, Cert ECBS. Fully insured. 

sarah.mcconnell@bowen4balance.co.uk    

www.bowen4balance.co.uk 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH 2017 

VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED 

The Parish Council has again endorsed participation in the Speedwatch initiative for 2017. 

Silverstone joined the scheme for the first time last year, and, as you may recollect, the 
number of vehicles detected speeding, over a three week period within the village confines 
was appalling. This resulted in almost 500 warning letters being sent to errant drivers by 
the police. The objective, initially, is not to fine motorists who are caught speeding, but to 
advise them of the fact that they are breaking the law, and by so doing, putting their and 
others lives at risk. (Multiple offences, however, could result in a fine and points on 
licences.) 

This year the program will run for three alternate weeks, commencing on 25th March. 

Each day will comprise two sessions (one morning and the other late afternoon for a 
duration of 60 to 90 minutes. Ideally each group will be “manned” by 4 people. Volunteers 
will be rostered depending on their availability. 

Full training in the use of the equipment will be provided by the police, at a training session 
on Saturday 18th March, which will last approximately 3 hours. The training is not onerous. 

In addition to the calibrated speed gun, there will also be signs to remind drivers to slow 
down, and interactive devices that will display the speed of vehicles for drivers to see. 

Anyone (adults only) interested in volunteering to assist is asked to contact Anthony 
Bradshaw. the Speedwatch Co-ordinator at anthony.bradshaw@btinternet.com or call him 
on 01327 857002. 

By offering your services, you will be helping to make your community a safer place for 
your children, family members, friends and neighbours. 

News from the Methodist Chapel 

What a great few months we have had at the Chapel with new initiatives, long established 

traditions and ‘good old’ maintenance all playing their roles. 

Space Time is a new NAYC affiliated youth club that we have started on alternate Fridays 

during term time. We specifically started this very slowly with only small numbers to make 

sure firstly that there was a need and then that the ideas we had were suitable and could 

work. At our last session, we had twenty-two Space Kadets join us for games, some music 

and to generally chill out… with the bonus of free food.  

If you are interested in your child / children joining us, they would be very welcome if they 

are aged between 8 and 18. Contact Trevor Ray for more details or to get an enrolment 

form and watch out for notices on the Silverstone Village Community Facebook page. 

A more established event is the Soup and Pudding lunch which was a wonderful success 

again this year. The kitchen was running flat for the entire time, as were all the helpers 

mailto:anthony.bradshaw@btinternet.com


involved. It was so heartening to see members of the community coming together to share 

good food and a decent chat – who says communities don’t exist any longer? 

On Christmas Day, lunch was served for twenty-five in the chapel. Although the timings 

drifted just a little, the meal was superb and thoroughly enjoyed by all those that attended. 

The usual post-Christmas lunch distress on belts and waistlines was very much in evidence, 

as were the traditional painful jokes from the crackers! We owe a huge debt of thanks to 

Waitrose who donated much of the food and drink and also to all those that spent hours 

preparing food on Christmas Eve and cooking / clearing up on the day. 

Pre-school keeps going from strength to strength in the newly re-decorated rooms, with 

an increase in the number of younger members in particular. We were privileged to 

celebrate both a special Harvest Festival and a Christingle Service with them in the past 

couple of months. To see the children so excited for Christmas was wonderful; the mince 

pies and cream weren’t bad either. 

We have also started Open Doors - a new Bible Study group that meets every Monday 

evening from 7 to 9pm. It is an informal group so please feel free to drop in any weeks you 

can make. Initially, the group is looking in more detail at the various names that Jesus was 

given. For further details, please do contact Natasha Clarkson (07948 981179) or any of 

the chapel stewards and they would be happy to answer your queries. 

The Community Cafe continues to be held at the Chapel on the second Thursday of each 

month from 10am-2pm, serving coffees, teas, yummy cakes and also soup and pudding 

lunches from 12-2pm. We were very pleased to welcome some new volunteers this month, 

Sarah and Lisa you were brilliant…..thank you and all who regularly volunteer, you are very 

much appreciated. 

We are giving the proceeds of the Cafe to the new village school but if you know of any 

group within the village that would benefit from some monetary help, please let us 

know.  Hope to see you on February 9th. 

If you wish to hire the Chapel or Chapel Rooms for any events, please contact Christine on 

857058. 

Until next time…..we wish you all a very happy and healthy start to 2017, may it be filled 

with blessings each and every day! 

 

The Northamptonshire Association for the Blind will have its information vehicle in the 

Waitrose Car Park in Towcester on Wednesday 1st February between 1.30 and 3.30p.m. 

The NAB has information and aids for those who are vision impaired and those who look 

after them – well worth a visit. 

 



Poppy Appeal 2016 

 As a Silverstone resident myself I would like to thank all those fellow villagers who kindly 
made a donation to the 2016 Poppy Appeal. I met some lovely people when I visited a couple 
of streets with my collection box. One of the most popular items people asked me for were 
the poppy tags, which several residents placed on their dogs collars, a great idea. I do have 
some more of these tags if anyone would like to make a donation, which I will put towards 
the 2017 appeal. Please contact me via email i.e. m.bignell@tesco.net.  

 Through everyone's generosity I collected the grand sum of £148.12, which contributed 
towards the district total of £23,421 which is amazing. The icing on the cake during my 
travels was chatting to a 92 year old gentleman who took part in the D Day landings. He was 
very modest indeed and I was very moved when he showed me his medal and a letter of 
gratitude from the war office. The collection taken at the War Memorial, during the 
Remembrance Service came to £347.60 and was also forwarded to the Royal British Legion 

Many thanks again and I look forward to meeting more people during the 2017 Poppy 
Appeal. Kind regards 

Mel Bignell   

Silverstone  Preschool is thriving early years sessional childcare setting with a “Good” 
Ofsted grade, we are now open all day Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 
9.00-15.30pm, Fridays until 1.00pm. We are now accepting 2 year old children. Your child 
is eligible for 3-4-year-old funding the term after their 3rd birthday. Your child may be 
eligible for 2-year funding, please check Northants County Council for more details.   

We would like to say a massive thankyou to Santa (Nick Ashby, Owen Smith and Phil King) 
and the elf helpers who helped raise funds for the smaller charities within the village. 
Thank you to all those households that kindly donated money, Preschool received £222, 
we have purchased lots of grocery role play items to complement our new grocery stall 
which was purchased from a donation made by crofts stores in December.      

As we are a charity we rely heavily on fundraising we are always wanting donations of the 
following items: unwanted clothing and bedding for our ongoing clothing collection. Please 
bear us in mind the next time you are having a clear out, we are happy to come and collect 
your items or you may drop them off at the preschool.   

If you require any further details about sessions or any other information please contact 
Alison Walker (Manager) for further information about Preschool, sessions, activities etc. 
on 01327 858886  

 

 

https://emailpro1.freeola.com/webmail/compose?to%5b%5d=m.bignell@tesco.net


News from St. Michael’s Church 
 

It was wonderful to welcome so many to our Christmas Services and events, ranging from 
the Silson Singers Concert, our Christmas Soup Lunch, the Village Carol and Christingle 
Service, Beer and Carols in the White Horse, the Christmas Eve Service of Holy Eucharist 
and Christmas Day Family Service with Holy Communion. 
 
At St. Michael’s Church we have a ‘Giving Committee’ of 3 members of our congregation.  
Each year we donate an amount to Charities and Organisations supporting Local, National, 
International and Emergency Needs.  In 2016 we donated:- Local – Cynthia Spencer 
Hospice  £238.71, Towcester Food Bank £238.71.  National – The Children’s Society 
£476.21. International – USPG £238.71, Water Aid £238.71. Emergency – British Red Cross 
£476.22 for Disaster Relief in Haiti following Hurricane Matthew. 
 
A date for your diaries – a Concert by Towcester Studio Band on Saturday evening 1st April 
– do come and enjoy an evening of wonderful music from this award winning Band.  Look 
for more details on posters around the village in March. 
 
Lent Soup Lunches – these will commence on Monday 6th March for 6 weeks in the Church 
Rooms – 12 noon to 1.30 p.m. 
 
We extend a warm welcome to all at the Services in our Church –  

1st Sunday of the month – Holy Eucharist 10.00 a.m. 
2nd Sunday of the month – T@4 pm in the Church Rooms 

4th Sunday in the month Joint Anglican/Methodist Service 10.00 a.m. (in either the 
Church or Chapel) 

Evening Prayer at 6.00 p.m. 
If there is a 5th Sunday a United Benefice Service is held at 10.00 a.m. in either 

Silverstone, Abthorpe, Slapton, Whittlebury or Paulerspury (the 5 churches of the 
Whittlewood Benefice). 

Each Thursday Holy Eucharist at 9.30 a.m.  
 

Towcester Camera Club 

Towcester Camera Club meets in St Michael's Church Rooms in Silverstone, and warmly 

welcomes anybody who enjoys photography as a hobby. Our members have a very wide 

range of photographic interests and ability and thoroughly enjoy the opportunity to share 

their ideas and to learn techniques from each other and from visiting speakers. The varied 

Programme of Events is designed to challenge you well beyond your usual comfort zone; 

help you to learn more about your camera and develop your digital processing skills; 

encourage you to have fun and to keep your enthusiasm for photography alive with fresh 

ideas for creating the best photographs you’ve ever made.........yet! 



Meetings start at 8pm on alternate Wednesdays, from September to July. The dates for 

February to April are as follows: 

8th February - Hilary Spurrier, one of our own members will show “Cold Contrasts’ with 

images from the extreme North and extreme South of the globe. Be prepared for some 

fabulous penguin photographs. 

22nd February - Anne Gray has been a member of Towcester Camera Club for some years 

but recently left us to live in India for a couple of years. During her time there Anne gained 

an special knowledge of this fascinating country that those who merely pass through don’t 

often get the opportunity to find out about. She has now returned and will show us 

a selection of her ‘India’ images with added details about her technical learning curve with 

a new camera too. 

8th March  - to be confirmed 

22nd March - Selection  of our images for Competition against Olney Camera Club (To be 

held at Olney on 31st May) 

5th April - Possible Outing with a “Spring" theme 

19th April - Dave Eagle - A talk on "Astro Photography". This could be a very technical 

subject but Dave will show us how it can also be accessible to those with only standard 

DSLR cameras & lenses. He will show a selection of what can be achieved using fairly simple 

kit. For more information please go to www.towcestercameraclub.co.uk,  
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