
 

Little London, Traffic and the New Primary School 

At the May meeting of Silverstone Parish Council, in the public access slot, several 
Parishioners expressed deep concern about the safety of children going to the new 
school when it is completed later this year. The logical shortest route for a significant 
number of the children living in the village will be along Little London which, in addition 
to being narrow in places, does not have a continuous footpath along its length. This is 
also a concern that has been expressed by governors and was one shared by the now 
replaced Police Commissioner for Northamptonshire, Adam Simmons, when he visited 
the village. 

Several solutions have been suggested, but all have their drawbacks. Making Little 
London one-way would enable structural alterations to be made for a footpath along 
the whole length of the road, but traffic on one way roads tends to go much faster in 
the knowledge that there will be no on-coming traffic. At a time when the County 
Council is in dire financial straits, it is unlikely in the extreme that it would be able to 
find the money to implement this fully.  

Traffic calming in the form of speed bumps has also been suggested but it has been 
found that the moment speed bumps are installed, nearby residents demand they be 
removed because of the noise of traffic going over them and, sometimes, shaking of 
neighbouring buildings. 

Under the safe routes to schools initiative, it is likely that the suggested “safe” route 
would be for the children to go from Stocks Hill, up Whittlebury Road and then along a 
widened footpath along Towcester Road. Though that might be safer, it is hard to 
imagine many children or their parents choosing that longer route on a freezing cold 
and windy day. 

And, of course, if yet more parents decide that the route isn’t safe, more will drive their 
children to school – and what route will they take? Along Little London, of course, 
making it even less safe!  It seems one can’t win!    Peter Byng, Editor. 



Parish Council – Linda Paice, the Clerk writes: 

The months of April, May and June are a busy time for the Parish Council, or at least they 
are for me as Clerk.   As well as the normal Monthly meeting it is the time of the Annual 
Village Meeting and I am pleased to say that there was a very good turn out for this main 
opportunity of the year to find out what all of the village groups and organisations have 
been doing over the past 12 months, but most importantly it is your chance to bring up 
issues of concern so that they can be passed on to the appropriate people.   Someone has 
to Chair this meeting and that job falls to the Chair of the Parish Council despite the fact 
that this is not Parish Council meeting.   Someone has to do it and as Clerk I get the job of 
producing the Minutes.  A Draft of these is on the village website for you to read.  It was a 
very lively meeting with lots of questions and some answers. 

Rapidly following on from the AVM is the time of year when the Council’s accounts have 
to be finalised and adopted by the Council in advance of them being audited and for me 
this takes a lot of time – accounts are really not my thing – but I am pleased to say that 
they are all done and dusted for another year.   Phew!!!! 

As you can imagine, doing all of this for four more Parishes takes up a lot of my time but I 
enjoy what I do and am very fortunate in that since the day I got married  have not had to 
work.  I do it out of choice. 

One of the main activities in the Council at the moment is putting together a response to 
the SNC Local Plan Consultant part 2A.  The Council’s response will feed into the final Local 
Plan which will shape the District for the next 10-15years looking at such things as future 
development, village confines, village hierarchy based on the sustainability of the village, 
building land supply and lots more. This consultation is open to EVERYONE, not just the 
Parish Council, and if you want to see the sort of questions being asked just follow the link 
from the SNC website to the consultation. Responding to the consultation is your chance 
to help shape the future of your village. 

On Monday May 9th, the Council held its Annual Meeting when appointments to various 
seats and groups are made. This year the Council has both a new Chair and Vice Chair in 
Anthony Thompson and James Laband, a big learning curve for both of them and it was 
sad to see Peter Byng stand down as Chair after two years and many more years of service 
on the Council. 

Peter is, however, still a member of the Council so his invaluable knowledge will still be 
there to guide us.  We thank Peter for all his hard work and support for Silverstone village 
over very any years and perhaps now he will have more time for himself – although I 
somehow doubt that very much. You are what you are! 

Linda 
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Silverstone Infant School and Silverstone CE Junior School  
(Silverstone CE Primary School) 

It is amazing how quickly the academic year goes by.  Our Year 6 children have recently 
undertaken their SATs tests and we are so proud of the determination and positive attitude 
shown by every child as they completed the first ever SATs tests under the new curriculum 
framework.  Our Year 2 children are also involved in end of Key Stage 1 SATs tests and they 
are also demonstrating a very positive attitude. 

Our Year 3 and Year 5 children have recently taken part in their highly successful residential 
trips.  Our Year 3 children had their first ever residential trip staying away for 3 days at the 
Everdon Outdoor Learning Centre.  All of the children had a wonderful time with many 
happy memories to share back at school.  Our Year 5 children also had a brilliant residential 
trip to Whitemore Lakes.  Once again, we were proud of our wonderful children as they 
took part in many exciting activities including raft building and archery.  Our Year 4 and 
Year 6 children will be soon be enjoying their respective residential trips later this term. 

It has been a very busy term as we continue to prepare for the life at our new school.  The 
building work is on track and the steel framework is currently being constructed for the 
school hall and central areas of the school.  Our new school uniform policy is finalised and 
our new logo is ready to be shared.  In June we will also be launching our new school 
website.   

We are planning an exhibition for our parents and the local community to share the 
developments of the new school.  The exhibition will be an opportunity to launch the new 
uniform, logo and website, as well as sharing information on other aspects including traffic 
calming measures.  Please keep a look out for posters in the local shop, etc for the date of 
the exhibition – it will be a wonderful opportunity to find out more about our new school. 

Planned traffic calming measures will be installed outside the new school and near the 
entrance to Little London Road.  We have also conducted a travel survey with our parents 
to determine which route most parents will take and how often they will use a car.  At the 
time of writing this report the surveys are still been collated.  Once analysed, we will work 
with the council to help identify possible issues and solutions regarding traveling to and 
from school. 

We are still planning to move into the new school during early 2017.  Life will continue as 
normal in the Infant and Junior school buildings until the new school is ready.  The Local 
Authority will only allow us to move into the new building once it has been signed off and 
handed over by the contractors.  We do not know what will happen to the Infant and Junior 
school buildings once we have vacated the premises.  This will be a decision made by 
Northamptonshire County Council and as a school we will not be involved in any decision 
making.   

Spaces Available in Foundation Stage 2 

Due to demand, in September will are increasing our pupil admission number in 
Foundation Stage 2 to 45 children.  This will enable us to have two FS2 classrooms.  We 



currently have a small number of places available so if you are interested in your child 
joining this cohort, which will offer small class sizes, then please contact the school for 
more information or to have a look round. 

Many of our other year groups are full and we are starting to have children on the waiting 
list. 

James Bloomfield, Headteacher 

Towcester Band at Stowe 

Concert Details -  

 What - Salute Our Forces; When - 25 June 2016, 7pm; Where - Ugland Auditorium, 

Stowe School 

Tickets – this is a ticket only event and prices are £12 Adult (Concession £10) 

Available from - 

artsatstowe.co.uk – 01280 825710; brackleyband.org.uk; towcesterstudioband.co.uk – 

07525 912069 

Armed Forces Day is a chance for our community to show its support for the men and 

women who make up the Armed Forces family: from current serving troops to Service 

families, veterans and cadets. Brackley & District Brass Band is joining forces with friend 

and near neighbour Towcester Studio Brass Band on Saturday 25 June to perform at the 

wonderful Ugland Auditorium, Stowe School. The Bands decided to support Armed Forces 

Day for this first Massed Bands Concert to be held at Stowe and promoted by Arts at Stowe. 

Both Bands will give individual performances prior to coming together for a rousing finale. 

As the theme of the concert has a military connection, the audience will be treated to some 

exciting pieces that span the years and will include two special guest soloists. Samantha 

Buckland is the Solo Tenor Horn player at Towcester but has delighted audiences with her 

wonderful soprano voice at most of TSB’s regular local concerts so you are in for a treat. 

Steve Bailey is the Soprano Cornet player with the world famous Desford Colliery Band 

and you are sure to be enthralled by his solo item in which his superb talent will be 

showcased.  

 The concert will commence at 7pm. During the interval there will be an opportunity to 

mingle with Band members in the bar area and ask questions about any aspect of the concert, 

life as a Brass Band player or indeed how to join a Band!  Please come and support us as 

we do our bit to recognise the efforts and sacrifices that the men and women of our Armed 

Forces continue to make to keep us all safe! A donation will be made to the ABF The 

Soldiers’ Charity in recognition of our support and to help this charity continue their 

valuable work. 

 



Harry Hinton  -R.I.P. (15th June 1922 – 30th March 2016) – 3 Tributes 

Memories of Harry - Almost 94 years ago at the old thatched cottage in Puddledock a baby 
boy was born.  This baby boy was christened Harry.  They were a happy family until when 
he was three years old his father contracted pneumonia and died. After a few years his 
mother re-married and Harry was delighted to have a new baby sister called Joan who now 
lives in Towcester. 

Harry attended the village school and with the outbreak of war he was called up for military 
service.  He suffered a nasty war wound to his knee which troubled him for many years.  On 
being demobbed he was very pleased to be offered a job at Vauxhall Motors and he, along 
with his wife Kate and young son Tom, re-located to Harpenden where he lived for a 
number of years.  However, upon retirement Harry expressed a wish to ‘go home’ and they 
subsequently bought a house in Hillside Avenue. It is now twenty years since Kate died and 
in October of last year his only son Tom passed away.  Throughout all he remained brave 
and was nicknamed the ‘old soldier’. He will be sadly missed by all who knew him,  Carol 
Hinton 

We are very sad that Harry Hinton who had been a neighbour for many years has passed 
away at the age of 93. We moved away from Silverstone in 2012 but always kept in touch. 
We first met Harry after he had moved into Hillside Avenue and just before his beloved 
wife Kate died. We became very good friends and spent many happy hours in his company. 
We enjoyed celebrating many occasions together, birthdays, New Years and summer 
BBQ’s with friends and neighbours. He was a lovely man, with a wonderful sense of 
humour. He always had a joke or two to share and in spite of missing Kate dreadfully he 
always made the best of things and looked after himself and his house efficiently until just 
before he died. He had great support from Hillside neighbours and from Silson surgery and 
the village shop and we know he appreciated this. 

He was always happy and never complained. Harry believed in life - long learning. He was 
a quiet, well-read man who always had a book on the go or might be found teaching 
himself French or checking out the atlas for friends journeys or for the travels of his son 
Tom who worked for the British Council. He always kept up with current affairs and was a 
keen follower of sport. 

Harry was a great chap, one of the old school and we shall miss him. Thank you Harry for 
happy times spent together.  Christine and Eddie Craven 

Over the last few years Harry became a dear friend and we spent many happy hours 
chatting to him about his life and times in the village.  We learnt that not only was he born 
in the village but his father was also a Silson man. At the time of his death Harry was 
believed to be the oldest Silson born resident.  His sense of humour never left him and till 
the end he still had a joke to tell. In 2012 Hillside Avenue held a street party to celebrate 
the Jubilee and this coincided with Harry’s 90th birthday and he always said he felt 
honoured to be asked to be our guest of honour and to present all the Avenue children 
with their Jubilee mugs – he even had his face painted. 



Harry was often seen driving through the village on his mobility scooter where he visited 
his cousin so they could complete the Telegraph crossword – he was a very clever man. 
We occasionally took Harry over to the New Inn pub at Abthorpe for a pint of Hook Norton 
beer and he regaled us with many stories of both Silverstone and Abthorpe telling us the 
history of the buildings surrounding the pub and the fact that when he was much 
younger he would walk from Silverstone to the pub although he said he didn’t always 
remember the journey home!  We told him many times that he should have written a book 
about his experiences in and around the villages. Everyone who came into the pub during 
our time there new Harry and it was often a case of ‘do you remember when’ – he was 
indeed a very popular man. 

He always had a book on the go including an Atlas and would love to follow both his son 
and us on our travels.  Indeed Harry travelled to amongst others Japan and Africa when 
Tom was working abroad.  He loved to watch both rugby and horse racing often getting 
quite animated when his favourite was in the lead.  He was also an avid follower of the 
programme Countdown and he had an eye for a pretty girl. 

In his later years Harry preferred to stay at home with a glass of red and even a wee dram 
before retiring for the night. Harry you were always a true gentleman and much 
loved friend.  You will be sadly missed,  Pat and Jim Daly 

News from St. Michael’s Church 
 

Church Fete 
Saturday, 11th June at 2.00 p.m. 

At the Church and Church Rooms. 
All the usual Stalls and activities for children 

Teas in the Church Rooms 
 

We look forward to seeing you! 

  

It was with great sadness that we received the news of the passing of the Reverend Vic 
Read. He will be remembered with great affection by all in the Whittlewood Benefice.  A 
Service of Thanksgiving was held on Wednesday 20th April at St. Michael’s Church. 
 
A change to the pattern of services for the weekend of the Grand Prix – instead of a T@4 
service, there will be a morning service at 10a.m. 
 
Reminder to Dog Walkers 

Last year, the aircraft displays at the Circuit during Grand Prix caught out some dog walkers 

and resulted in panicking dogs coupled with cattle also reacting unpredictably to the 

unexpected noise. Best not to walk your dog(s) at the time of any such display and, if you 

must, ensure that the dogs are kept on a lead lest they run off in fright/shock. 



  



  



Silverstone Pre-school 
 
The summer term is busy for us at Silverstone Pre-school. We are preparing our older 
children for school readiness. The school visits to Silverstone infant reception class have 
already started, this is to help children with their transitions to school; these visits have 
proved extremely valuable to the children and parents of our setting in the past. We are 
also looking forward to visits from reception teaching staff to Silverstone Pre-school over 
the coming weeks again promoting familiarisation with school leaving children. 
 
In September 2016 we will be taking children from 2 years of age. You may be eligible for 
2 year funding, please check on the Northants County Council website for further details. 
Please contact Silverstone Pre-School 01327 858886 for an application form. 
 
If anyone from the local community has a job that involves helping others such as 
doctor/dentist/nurse/optician/paramedic/fire-fighter/policeman etc. and would be able 
to spend a short period of time talking to our children about the nature of your job we 
would love to hear from you. Equally if you have any unusual pets that our children may 
be interested in looking at please let us know. 

Northamptonshire Police support for Grand Prix 2016 

The British Grand Prix is just weeks away and I wanted to take this opportunity to introduce 
myself as the event commander ahead of the event. 

My officers will be out and about throughout the weekend of the Grand Prix, outside as 
well as inside the circuit to ensure we are able to offer support and advice to local people 
as well as those attending the event. Our policing operation gets underway on Thursday, 
7 July when a large number of spectators are expected to arrive at the circuit and 
neighbouring camp sites. 

If you have any concerns during the weekend please do not hesitate to call us on 101 or 
999 in an emergency. 

We have been working closely with Silverstone and other partners including the Highways 
Agency to ensure the smooth running of the event. The Highways Agency will soon be 
publishing their traffic plan which will detail the road closures for the weekend as well as 
the diversion routes. 

We will have a section of our website dedicated to the Grand Prix in the run-up to the 
event where you will be able to see details of these road closures and more about the 
policing operation. You can keep also up-to-date with what we are doing during the 
weekend on our Facebook and Twitter pages. 

Superintendent Mick Stamper, Event Commander, Northamptonshire Police 



News from the Methodist Chapel 

In May we celebrated the 205th Anniversary of the Chapel and shared the celebrations at 
our Café Church service with Rev Pat. The children made and decorated little cakes for 
everyone which were very special and tasted and looked super. We were pleased to 
welcome the Chair of the Northampton District Rev Peter Hancock to lead our evening 
service. 

The Chapel and St Michaels Church have been involved in providing food for the Street 
Church in Northampton. Helpers from both churches took along sandwiches, soup and 
cakes given from folk in the village and helped also to host this meal.  Thank you to 
everyone for your support. 

In June we are holding a very special event: 

To celebrate the Queens 9oth birthday we would like to invite you to ‘a right old royal 
knees-up’ 11th June 2016 at 7.30pm at Silverstone Chapel for an evening of fine 
entertainment including - songs, comedy sketches and ‘a bit of a do’ in part 2’ together 
with (during the interval) a light supper fit for a queen! Please bring & share your favourite 
royal celebration food. For further details and to reserve tickets contact Judith 01327 
857688 or judithhodges@hotmail.com  
We have a limited number of tickets so please get yours as soon as possible! 
 
The next Men’s breakfast at the Chapel will be held on Saturday July 16th at 8.30am. For 
more details please contact Stephen Mills 01327 857369. 
 
Our Sunday services continue as usual with Café Church, which is a very informal time of 
worship for all ages, held on the first three Sundays of each month.  We enjoy a lovely free 
breakfast together, this is available from 9 – 9.25am, the service begins at 9.30am with a 
time of worship and a speaker. There is always a lot for the children to do during the service 
and we are usually finished by 10.30am – do pop along sometime and join us, you’d be 
made very welcome. 
 
If you prefer a more traditional service come along at 6pm and again you’ll get a very warm 
welcome.  On the fourth Sunday of each month at 10am we have a united service with our 
friends from St Michaels Church, in June the service will be held at the St Michaels Church 
and in July and August at the Methodist Chapel. 
 
If you would like to know more about hiring the schoolroom or the Chapel or to find out 
more about our services and weekly activities please contact Christine on 857058.  
    Judith Hodges 
 
Miracles Café – renamed Silverstone Village Community Cafe 
I’m sure you will all have seen posters in the village to say that the Miracles Café has had 
to close. Sadly illness and family commitments had depleted our pool of volunteers but 
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this has given us the opportunity to revisit the outreach of the café and we hope to be able 
to offer the community an alternative arrangement. 
 
We thank everyone who has supported this venture with your prayers and attendance 
since we opened in 2014. Especially we thank Jacqui and all the volunteers for giving their 
time, their skills and their help which was very much appreciated. 
 
Our plans for the future: We would like to help with fundraising for the new school or other 
projects happening in the village and so our first event for the school will be held on 
Thursday June 9th from 10.30am – 4pm. During these times there will be a coffee morning, 
soup lunches and afternoon teas – bring the children after school for a treat! The following 
month on Thursday July 14th we will be doing the same, so please do come along and enjoy 
the food and help support the new school at the same time.  
 
We would also like to hold a monthly lunch club during the winter months from October 
to March supported by village groups.  If you would like to help in June or July or you belong 
to a village group and think they might like to be involved with the lunch club please do 
contact Judith Hodges. Email: judithhodges@hotmail.com 
 

 



 

 



Have your say on the development of your area? 

As South Northamptonshire Council continues its work on the Local Plan Part 2A and begins 
consulting on its Options consultation, now is your opportunity to help shape the future of 
the district over the next 15 years. 

In December 2014 the Council adopted the West Northants Joint Core Strategy (WNJCS).  

This overarching document, drafted in conjunction with Daventry District Council and 
Northampton Borough Council, sets out the vision, objectives and strategic polices for 
delivering growth for the district. The Council is now consulting on the Local Plan Part 2A 
which provides the detail to the framework provided by the WNJCS. 

This next level of planning policy is complex and detailed and consultations will be broken 
to down to focus on specific areas.  But ultimately the Local Plan Part 2A will include 
policies and proposals to: 

 determine appropriate levels of growth at the local level 

 allocate land for specific uses, including housing, employment, retail and leisure uses to 
ensure we have a healthy supply of developable land; 

 establish a rural settlement hierarchy to support retention and provision of local 
services and facilities 

 designate areas of land that are important and should be protected; such as local green 
spaces, important landscapes, wildlife sites and historic assets 

 
The current consultation focuses on options for: 

 the scale and type of housing development at Parish and Settlement level 

 the location on new employment sites 

 policies on town centres and economic development 

 community/leisure development 

 environmental designations; including green spaces and special landscape areas 

 policies required to manage development in a sustainable way 
How to get involved; 
 
The Local Plan Part 2a Options Documents alongside a link to our online consultation 
system can be found here - www.southnorthants.gov.uk/planningpolicy. You can also view 
the documents and consultation system directly at http://consult.southnorthants.gov.uk . 
The Council strongly encourage response to be made on-line via this interactive 
consultation system. Hard copies of the Consultation Reports can also be viewed during 
the consultation period at the local libraries in Brackley, Towcester, Roade, Middleton 
Cheney and Deanshanger (for opening times please visit the library pages on the County 
Councils website at www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/  ).  
 
Completed questionnaires and further comments can alternatively be emailed to 
planning.policy@southnorthants.gov.uk or posted to Planning Policy South 
Northamptonshire Council, The Forum, Moat Lane, Towcester, NN12 6AD. 

http://www.southnorthants.gov.uk/planningpolicy
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Please send completed questionnaires and responses by no later than the 10th June 12 
noon. After the results are collated a second consultation focussing on the preferred 
options of the Local Plan will take place later this year. 

If you have any questions regarding the Part 2A Local Plan, please contact the Planning 
Policy team on 01327 322265 or by email planning.policy@southnorthants.gov.uk 

 

Thank You x 2 

1. Many thanks to my friends and family for all the lovely presents and money raised 

for NGH at my birthday party on 16th April. Pat Bignall 

2. Thanks from the editor to Brian (Silverstone Private Hire – 07585 443404) who 

efficiently and comfortably ensured transported me in his taxi while on my way to 

and from Heathrow for my recent holiday. A commendable local service – do 

support local businesses whenever you can. 

Local Business section 

ACPW Bodyshop at Silverstone 

We are a family run business based by Silverstone Golf Course for several years, providing 
all aspects of body repairs from scratches and dents to full body restorations and race 
paintwork. Your vehicle can be collected and delivered and we also offer free no obligation  
estimates or friendly advice on repairs required.  
 
Visit us at Unit 1 Red Ditches Farm, Silverstone Road Stowe, Buckingham, MK18 5LH,  
www.acpwbodyshop.co.uk. Find us on Facebook ACPW Bodyshop or call us on 01327 
317572. 
 
IDogwalk-Silverstone 

Hi my name is Rod, I run a little enterprise called IDogwalk-Silverstone. My aim is to provide 
a local friendly service to all the hard working residents who would like their beloved Dogs 
and other pets to get the extra exercise care and attention they deserve whilst they are off 
keeping the economy turning.  I also offer a pet sitting service for when you need that well-
earned holiday or a weekend away.  

Please contact me to find out more; Email: rodmurrell@hotmail.com  | Mobile: 
07941603463.www.idogwalk-Silverstone.co.uk also on 
https://m.facebook.com/idogwalksilverstone1/ 

Lisa Valentine - Vinyasa flow 

Lisa Valentine, yoga instructor offering small or private tuition in Silverstone village as well 
as group classes. 

http://www.acpwbodyshop.co.uk/
mailto:rodmurrell@hotmail.com
http://www.idogwalk-silverstone.co.uk/
https://m.facebook.com/idogwalksilverstone1/?__mref=message


Lisa has been practising Yoga for 20 years and has just returned back from living and 
teaching in the french Alps. Lisa has also attended Yoga workshops in London, India and in 
Vinyasa flow 200hr TT in 2009 in Ibiza with Still flowing. 

Vinyasa Yoga is a sanskrit term often employed to describe a broad range of yoga styles. It 
symbolises a flowing, dynamic form of yoga. Vinyasa flow is a fusion of various styles of 
yoga. The style concentrates on breath synchronized movement, one movement one 
breath creating a union between the two sides, energetic in ways and simply flowing 
creating a beautiful balance, leaving you feeling invigorated yet with a deep residing peace. 

My classes will lead you into a dance with your breath, body and mind. 

In this style of yoga expect to work hard and get warm as we stoke the inner fires and send 
energy pulsating through the body. 

Yoga has many healing benefits for your mind, body and soul. Like all styles of yoga, Vinyasa 
has both mental and physical benefits. Physically, sweat expels toxins and re-energizes 
your body. Mentally, the synchronized breathing relaxes your mind and helps to release 
any blockage of energy flow throughout your body. 

Contact me via my website or FB page: Www.yogisites.com/Lisavalentinevinyasaflow Or 
Www.facebook.com/lisavalentinevinyasaflow 
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