20mph Speed Limit for Little London agreed.
Following representations from the Parish Council and the Governors of the new school,
the panel that considers such requests has agreed to implement a 20mph speed limit on
Little London. Both the Parish Council and the Governors hope that this will be
implemented by the time that the new school buildings are opened t pupils in early
January.
A separate request for a similar speed limit around the bends in Church Street has,
however, been turned down much to the frustration of Parish Councillors. The wording of
the response from Matthew Clarke, Assistant Community Liaison Officer (South Northants
and Wellingborough) states: “With regards to Church Street the Panel still holds the view
that 30mph remains an appropriate limit…
“In terms of Little London, the Panel agrees that the characteristics, connectivity and travel
patterns of road users will change considerably in view of its strategic proximity and direct
access link to the school premises. We therefore agree that a 20mph limit will be
appropriate and intend to implement this restriction under our Safer Routes to School
Programme. This will ensure that it is designated as a specific school route in terms of
signage etc. and will benefit from a full survey from our Road Safety Team in terms of any
potential physical calming measures which may be required to gain compliance. This will
entail a period of data collection once the school has opened in order to fully understand
traffic speeds, volume and pedestrian activity. This will then help to inform the level and
layout of any engineering requirements. This will be undertaken in consultation with the
school, local residents and the Parish Council.
“I appreciate that this is a mixed outcome in terms of your requests but trust that this
explains the rationale behind the decision.”
Quite what the “potential physical calming measures” may be we shall have to wait and
see. Pinch points are probably more likely than any road humps since vehicle noise over
humps tends to disturb residents.

Paul Foster Garden Design & Construction
Specialising in imaginative low maintenance gardens
Raised beds

Raised Ponds

National Trust trained
City & Guilds
Accredited
Pizza Ovens

Established 22 years
Call Paul on 07790311761
Or
01327 857536

Meet the creative talent of South Northamptonshire
The creative talent of local artists will be on full display for nine days in October during the
South Northamptonshire Art Trail 2016 from the 8th to the 16th October.
Now in its third year, the Art Trail is supported by South Northamptonshire Council (SNC)
via a Community Grant together this year with a donation from Silverstone Parish Council.
The organisers of the Trail are grateful to these councils for recognising the importance to
the community of visual art and their wish to encourage and nurture artistic endeavour in
the district. This year many new artists have joined and there are now over 40 artists and
makers exhibiting their work at studios and other venues across South Northamptonshire.
During the week long trail, in addition to viewing the wide range of work, people will have
the opportunity to meet the artists and in many cases watch them work. Painters,
sculptors, jewellers, textile artists, photographers, ceramicists, glass artists, wood-turners
and more will be happy to answer questions about their work as visitors explore the studios
and creative spaces throughout the district. Work on display is often for sale and the Art
Trail is a chance for artists to take commissions.
Here in Silverstone we have two venues open this year, with no less than sixteen artists
exhibiting their work at The Methodist Chapel and at Rookery Farm Studio. Local artist Sue
Rudland, embroiderer Sue Fowler and patchwork specialist Jane Rimell will be exhibiting
their work along with many other interesting artworks including ethereal sculptures on
display in the garden at Rookery Farm and exquisite millinery creations.
A free copy of the 2016 brochure is available now from Crofts Stores as well as other outlets
including; The Forum in Towcester, libraries, galleries, shops, and restaurants across the
county. Get in touch through our website at: www.arts-sn.org.uk or email to:
southnorthamptonshirearts@gmail.com. Or alternatively, for a lively interaction, visit our
Facebook page.
Silverstone Cricket Club - "A season of two halves"
2016 season opened at the end of April with rain followed by a cold wind at Greens Norton
and finished at the end of August with the game at Towcestrians being rained off. In
between, the first half of the season saw mixed results in a very competitive and close
division as part of the South Northants District Cricket League. The second half saw
Silverstone unbeaten and securing promotion to division one with one game to be
played. The highest individual score was 100* by Andrew Key v Priors and David Williams
took 8 wickets in the game against Hinton in the Hedges.
The cricket club now prepares for 2017 in division 1. Nets are due to start at Sponne School
during March 2017. Anybody interested in playing should contact John Fowler john.fowler7@btinternet.com / 07860 301849

INVITATION TO T@4 ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH, SILVERSTONE
Dear Friend
Thank you for taking the time to read this note.
Here at St Michael’s we like to offer a variety of different opportunities to worship God, on the
2nd Sunday of each month, we offer an alternative activity based event, with an act of Worship
called T@4. It is this latter event that I would like to especially invite you to.
As suggested by the name, it starts with Tea [other refreshments are available] at 4 p.m. on the
2nd Sunday of the Month. There are activities, primarily craft activities, for all to engage in. At
about 4:45 there is an act of worship led by different people from our worship team.
We hope that families, indeed you and your family, may well come along and share in this time,
whether for all of it, or just for a short while.
The dates for the forthcoming services will be:
Sunday 9th October 2016 – 4 p.m. For Harvest Thanksgiving!
Sunday 13th November 2016 – This is Remembrance Sunday, there will not be T@4. [There
will be a village act of worship starting at 10:40 in the Methodist Chapel, then at the War Memorial
at 11 before adults moving into the Church and children having some activities in the Church
Room]
Sunday 11th December 2016 – 4 p.m. [Also, Saturday December 17th is the Village Carol
Service which will include Christingles this year]
In addition to T@4 we also offer other services through the month, the traditional services of The
Eucharist on the 1st Sunday of each month [10 a.m.], Evensong on the 4th Sunday of the month [6
p.m.].
I really hope that we might see you at one or more of these events, the Family Worship Team
would be delighted to welcome you to our events, in especial they would love to see you at T@4.
Note also A New weekday service.
At St Michael’s Church, Silverstone each week on Thursdays at 9:30 a.m. there is now a service of
The Holy Eucharist [also known as Holy Communion, The Last Supper or Mass]. This is a short,
simple service taking about half an hour. This is a time to pray, to hear the Word of God, to be
quiet with God. As the Vicar of Silverstone I invite anyone and everyone who would like to take
the opportunity to worship God to join me on Thursday mornings.
Your brother in Christ

The Rev’d Paul D. McLeod. BTh. Rector of the Whittlewood Benefice, Chaplain to the BRDC &
Silverstone Circuit & Rural Dean of Towcester

Is Joy Townsend turning in her grave?
What incident has happened to necessitate Silverstone Parish Council giving a directive to
any potential user of either pocket park they must give the parish council 6 weeks’ notice
of intended use. Have I missed something, has there been a music rave, abuse of a park or
an alien landing? Can’t we entrust those dedicated volunteers who work tirelessly to
develop and maintain the park to be the decision makers on the parks use. The volunteers
are committed to protecting their hard work. If the parish council is going down this road
then they should be consistent and apply it to their other responsibilities namely the SRA
and the playing field.
Is the parish council restricting the parks use? Does a youth organisation that wants to
have a village walk or nature study and to finish in a pocket park now have to give six
weeks’ notice? Will a sporting team who wants to have some extra training have to preapply for use of the playing field.
Recently, when I organised West End’s celebration of Queen Elizabeth’s 90th birthday
celebrations I invited residents of West End to share a casual afternoon tea in Brickle
Pocket Park. I had previously contacted the band of volunteers who so generously give
their time to maintain the park; to a man they were enthusiastic about the event and were
pleased and supportive of the choice of venue. It was an event that would give justification
to their many hours labour. The weather dictated the celebration moved to the SRA but
the Brickle Pocket Park received a cheque to support their work. Surely the pocket parks
are venues to be shared by all.
So Joy Townsend, who was she? Joy was a very energetic parish and district councillor, a
leading figure in many village organisations including the SRA, Women’s Institute and was
the leader in Silverstone’s drive to get pocket parks. Joy died too soon but her efforts can
be seen and appreciated in many areas of Silverstone. Her dream was to have pocket parks
that all Silverstone could share with little or no bureaucracy. I do not know of anything that
has happened to break away from that noble principle. Silverstone Parish Council please
think again.
Gerald Lovell
POCKET PARK REGULATIONS
On 5th of August both The Times and The Daily Telegraph reported that a council in the
New Forest would no longer permit sheep to graze through their village. A practice that
had lasted the past 400 years. A new regulation was cited that permits local councils to
make such rules if they so wished. The implication was that gentrification of the village
resulted in new residents not liking sheep's droppings underfoot.
At about the same time I read the report in News & Views that the Parish Council had made
new Regulations, presumable under the same umbrella, governing the use of the village's

pocket parks. Now I know that I am now ' a grumpy old fart ' but I am not happy to find
that six weeks notice is required for group use. Neither am I happy that no mention is made
of the selfless work of the volunteers who maintain our two parks. I wonder if we will see
turnstiles at every entrance. Maybe the recruitment of Park Wardens. Maybe signs
indicating Park Watch?
I recall seeing school groups enjoying nature visits to Olney Meadow. Maybe the groups
will have to be smaller and adequate notice given to the PC and entered in the school
timetable?
If the village has to have these regulations then it is up to the PC to make them workable.
Six weeks is far too long. I suggest that a member of the PC is appointed to receive
applications and should 'triage' them. He or she should be able to give a rapid yes or 'wait
and see' if the request is thought to be problematic, when reference should then be made
to the full PC. What is supposed to happen if our Clerk is on holiday?
I wonder if Joy Townsend had such regulations in mind when she and others sought to
establish Brickle. Of course we do not wish to have unexpected pop concerts, or raves, but
if they happen action could only take place afterwards anyway!
I hope the volunteers will continue to be interested in caring for the parks despite the new
regime and thank them for their efforts on our behalf.
Frank Newton
An unofficial response
The above letters were sent to me Peter Byng as editor, and not to me wearing my parish
councillor hat or so I presumed. Hence, I have chosen not to share the contents with the
Parish Council in advance of this publication. Any official response will have to wait until
after the October Parish Council meeting at the earliest.
I do, however, feel constrained to make a couple of comments at this stage. The policy
regarding the need to apply to the Parish Council if planning to organise an event for 20 or
more has been in operation since July 2014. Certain events involving the playing of music
will need also a Temporary Entertainment Licence from South Northants Council. There is
also a need to avoid two organisations wanting to use a pocket park at the same time, just
as say both the cricket club and the football club wanting to play or practise at the SRA at
the same time has to be avoided.
As it happened, this year, for Sunday 12th June a request was received from St. Michael’s
Church to hold an outdoor service in Olney Meadow pocket park. It had held one in Brickle
Pocket Park in a previous year. It was noted that invitations had been distributed for a
West End gathering in Brickle on the same day but without the Parish Council being
notified. Had the Church requested to hold its service in Brickle, there could have been an

interesting situation. It was the realisation that this might well have happened if the Church
had again opted for Brickle that brought this to a head and resulted in a reiteration of the
policy. As for the SRA, logic demands that there must be some form of booking system for
events over a certain size, while smaller groups such as school groups can use the parks
freely.
Now, wearing my Parish Councillor hat, I have asked that this be on the agenda for the
October meeting and add the following:
The Parish Council does value highly those who volunteer their services to help maintain
the pocket parks. South Northants Council held a celebration of volunteers recently to
which each Parish was invited to nominate up to 10 names for 3 places per larger parish to
attend. Pocket Park volunteers from both Brickle and Olney Meadow were amongst those
nominated to be in the draw. It is also very grateful for the work put in by our volunteer
village litter picker whose task would be made so much easier if residents walking or driving
along Church Street would take their litter home with them or put it in the bins at the SRA
or on Stocks Hill!
New Parish Councillor
Mr. P. Dunne of 2a Towcester Road was voted onto the Parish Council by co-option last
night to fill the seat vacated by Andy Kitchin. Once the Declaration of acceptance of office
has been signed, he will take his seat at the next meeting of the Council on 10th October.
Handyperson Needed
A number of local Parish Councils, including Silverstone, and associated local organisations
would like to find a self-employed handyperson/maintenance person who could be called
on to carry out minor repair and maintenance activities on their behalf when needed. Pay
to be agreed for each job. Hours would vary and could not be guaranteed, so this might
suit someone who has retired recently or who is working part time and is seeking extra
hours and rewards. For an informal discussion, contact Linda Paice on 01327 353622.
Seeking a new Chair of the Silverstone Recreational Association (SRA)
Pete Dyer is stepping down as Chair of the SRA in December after 14 years. He has led the
charity through some difficult times and has been able to ensure that it remains an integral
part of the community with an extensive range of activities leaving it in a sound financial
position.
As a result we are seeking a dynamic person to lead the Charity through the next stage of
its development including a large refurbishment programme of the centre.
If you are interested please could you contact John Fowler on 07860 301849 or
John.fowler7@btinternet.com.

Towcester Camera Club
Towcester Camera Club actually meets in Silverstone, and warmly welcomes anybody who
enjoys photography as a hobby. Our members have a very wide range of photographic
interests and ability and most find that they thoroughly enjoy the opportunity to share
their ideas and to learn techniques from each other and from visiting speakers. The varied
Programme of Events is designed to challenge you well beyond your usual comfort zone;
help you to learn more about your camera and develop your digital processing skills;
encourage you to have fun and to keep your enthusiasm for photography alive with fresh
ideas for creating the best photographs you’ve ever made.........yet!
Our Venue is St Michael’s Church Rooms, and meetings start at 8pm on alternate
Wednesdays, from September to July.
For more information please go to www.towcestercameraclub.co.uk,
SILVERSTONE W.I
We had a change of venue for the July meeting, many thanks to the Methodist Chapel for
accommodating us at short notice. The meeting saw us keeping fit, “having fun on our
feet”, we then enjoyed a strawberries, scones and cream supper which undid all our good
work!
In August, instead of a formal meeting we had a walk of the Village Footpaths, ably lead by
Margaret and Rosemary, which was followed by refreshments.
Our September meeting was a talk and demonstration by the Spotted Chicken Ceramics
Studio. A very enjoyable evening which was quite inspirational and many of us will be keen
to give it a try. Also in September we had a trip to Windsor Castle to see the Royal
Exhibition.
Our October meeting is our Annual Meeting, We have three committee members retiring
this time so we will need to recruit new members; also we will need to elect a new
President. The meeting will end with cake, savouries and wine to celebrate the end of
another successful year.
October 11th

-

Annual Meeting followed by “Gift Wrapping,- Styles and ideas”.

November 8th

-

The work of the Red Cross

December 13th

-

Christmas Party (Members only)

Silverstone W.I meets on the second Tuesday in the month at 7.30pm in the Church
Rooms and visitors are welcome, so come along and give us a try, you can attend 3 times
before having to join. For more information please contact Carol Palmer on 857542.
Carol Palmer, President.

Dotty Rainbow – Personalised and unique handmade gifts to cherish.
Ever been caught out at the last minute needing a card or gift? Or wanted to give a unique
personalised gift for a special occasion? Then Look no further!
Dotty Rainbow is a home business selling bright, fun and attractive handmade & handpainted cards and gifts. Having a vast array of fun mirrors, scrabble art, pebble art, plaques,
signs, magnets, an extensive range of cards and gift tags as well as Christmas decorations
there’s something to suit all tastes. All cards and gifts can be personalised.
“I have always been passionate about making things. After studying art and humanities at
university, I went on to become a primary school teacher. This allowed me to bring my
creative expression and energy to teaching. “Dotty Rainbow” was born as an alter ego a
couple of years ago and was the perfect way to channel all my creative energy and
imaginative ideas.”
For further information please email Dottyrainbows@gmail.com or visit my Etsy shop
https://www.etsy.com/uk/shop/DottyRainbows (where you will see pictures of my work
and the reviews to match)
Alternatively find me on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/dottyrainbows

Silverstone Gardening Club Horticultural Show.

Silverstone Gardening Club held its annual horticultural show
on Saturday 10th September at St Michael’s Church Hall, when
villagers brought along their best flowers, vegetables and
homemade bakes and preserves to be judged for their quality
and deliciousness!
Despite the rain we had an excellent turnout with lots of people
coming to view the exhibits and to enjoy tea and cake in the
marquee. There were several new classes this year “A potato Monster” for the under 11yrs
that produced all manner of scary creatures and the “men only” baking class resulted in
some magnificent Victoria Sponges. There were vegetables, herbs, flowers and edibles as
well as some super images in the photographic classes.
Caroline Brocklehurst, High Sheriff of Northamptonshire kindly came to present the cups
to the prize winners and this was followed by an auction of produce, enjoyed by all.
A big thank you to those who helped to organize this lovely village event, to the judges,
our High Sheriff and to all the visitors who came to enjoy it.
Following on from our successful Open Gardens event held last June I am pleased to report
that we were able to send a cheque for £733.97 to the Warwickshire and
Northamptonshire Air Ambulance Service.
Sue Rudland
Chairman Silverstone Gardening Club
St. Michael’s Harvest Festival
The Church will be decorated on Thursday October 6th to be ready for the school’s harvest
service on Friday 7th. There will be a Harvest Supper in the Church Rooms on Saturday
October 8th. Tickets £10 from Peter or Heather Coles – 857429.
On Sunday 8th, you are invited to T@4 in the Church Rooms at 4p.m. for free light
refreshments and craft activities for all ages The Harvest Festival service will follow in the
Church at 4.45. You do not have to come to T@4 and the Harvest Service; feel free to come
to one or the other, but we hope those who come to T@4 will remain for the service
afterwards.
Defibrillator
The Parish Council is purchasing a defibrillator that will be available 24 hours a day in the
centre of the village. It is hoped to get permission to attach the casing to the wall of the
sorting office in Church Street. More on this in the next issue.

Anyone for Scrabble?
There are three of us who get together on Saturday afternoons to play Scrabble and we're
wondering if there are others who might like to join us, possibly in the Church Room, subject to
availability, and possibly on a different day.
We don't take ourselves too seriously and the competition is friendly not cut-throat! Afterwards
we revive ourselves with a cuppa and a piece of cake or a biscuit. If you feel a flicker of interest
please give me a ring on 857949.
Sara Hughes.

Sew and Sews is a small friendly group of sewers, knitters and
quilters from around the local villages who meet on the 2nd
Friday of each month between 2pm and 4pm at Greens Norton
Village Hall.
We have a variety of different meetings including guest speakers, mini workshop or project
sessions, ‘sit and sews’ where we work on charity or personal projects and ‘show and tell’
sessions. We also have 2 or 3 all day workshop sessions during the year – this year so far we have
had an applique workshop and hope to be able to do something closer to Christmas. Our October
and November meetings will cover sensory cushions which the group has been working on for
Alzheimer’s sufferers and in November a mini Christmas projects workshop and we would love
for you to come along and join us.
You are assured of a very warm welcome and of course refreshments! We hope to see you soon.
For further details do contact Linda Paice on 01327 353622. Please don’t be put off by a strange
Parish Council answerphone message if the phone is not picked up. That is the day job!
Arts at Stowe this October
4th
8p.m.
Keith Jansz, Mouth Painter
Sainsbury
th
7
8p.m.
Budapest Café Orchestra
Ugland
14th 8p.m.
Frankenstein
Roxburgh
th
30
11.30 & 2.30 Underneath a Magical Moon
Roxburgh
Tickets for all events from www.artsatstowe.co.uk or 01280-825710
Let’s get Quizzical!

Gallery
Auditorium
Hall
Hall

We would just like to say a massive thank you to all those people who attended Let’s Get Quizzical
and helped make it such a roaring success. We were expecting between eighty to a hundred adults
and children but what a surprise when over a hundred and fifty turned up! It was a fantastic
turnout and lovely to see all those Silverstone residents (and ex-residents) together, having fun.
I’m delighted to say the amount raised has made a substantial contribution to the cost of
children’s costumes for our upcoming show, “Rockin’ All Over The World.” Some children have
nine or more different costumes, which obviously means a considerable outlay for parents so,
from all of us on the team, thank you so very much for your support. We hope to see you on the
20th, 21st or 22nd October at the SRA when you can see for yourself the hard work and
dedication the dancers have put in and the glittery costumes on display.
Lisa Hampson, Happy Feet School of Dance

News from the Methodist Chapel
Firstly, a Thank You to everyone who came along to our ‘Right Old Royal Knee’s Up’ way back in
June. It was a fantastic evening and £401.56 was raised which was split between the Red Cross
and Silverstone Preschool. Thank you for the generosity in your giving.
Secondly, another Thank You to all those who have been coming along to the Community Café
which has been held at the Chapel once a month in June, July and September. All proceeds
from the Café have been for the new village school and so far the amount raised is £484. Thank
you too to all volunteers for their help, support and the lovely cakes that have been provided.
As I write this we are hoping to hold another one in October but please look out for posters in
the village and on the Facebook Village Community group page for further details.
Our Sunday services continue as usual with Café Church held on the first 3 Sundays of each
month. Come along for a free breakfast at 9.15am, a time of worship and a speaker – always lots
of things for the children to do. Our more traditional service is held at 6pm each Sunday and will
change to 4pm from October 30th. United services with our friends at St Michaels are held on
the 4th Sunday morning and during October, November and December will be held at St
Michaels Church at 10 am.
Enjoy the autumn with all its wonderful colours and the Harvest Festival services which are held
at this time of year in our churches. All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above, then
thank the Lord O thank the Lord for all His love.
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