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News & Views

UK’s rarest butterflies found near Silverstone
Learners on the motorway?
Roman Road to be restored in bid to reduce potholes
Can you spot the April Fool in this edition? Answers on back page.
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Some of the UKs rarest butterflies
live right on your doorstep!
The ancient woodlands of the Yardley Whittlewood Ridge in
Northamptonshire are home to beautiful and increasingly rare
butterflies and moths. Woods near Silverstone are part of this and
are one of the few areas in the country where the rare Wood White
butterfly and can be found.
The ancient woodlands of the
Yardley Whittlewood Ridge in
Northamptonshire are home to
beautiful and increasingly rare
butterflies and moths. Woods near
Silverstone are part of this and are
one of the few areas in the country
where the rare Wood White butterfly
and can be found.
Photo: Peter Eeles

Thanks to a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) and support from Beds
& Northants branch of Butterfly Conservation, Butterfly Conservation has
launched the Woodland Wings Project in partnership with the Forestry
Commission. The three year (Nov 2017 –Nov 2020) project will inspire people
living near this ancient forest and parkland to care for and protect butterflies like
the Wood White, Black Hairstreak and Dingy Skipper, and rare moths including
the Heart Moth and False Mocha.
Butterfly Conservation would like to highlight the threats facing butterflies
and moths and offer people the chance to make a measurable and practical
difference. The project will inspire and enable local people to conserve their
precious natural heritage, demonstrating that local action can achieve real
impact. By conserving the rare butterflies and moths of the area, Woodland
Wings will help ensure current and future generations continue to enjoy the
beauty and wonder of these fascinating insects.
These species are all associated with open spaces within woodlands, which
require regular maintenance. The project will restore open sunny woodland
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rides and undertake ditch and bank management to create a diversity of habitats
which will not only enable the target butterflies and moths to thrive, but will also
benefit a number of non-lepidopteron species, including: Slow-worm, Grass
Snake, Common Lizard, Barbastelle Bat and Hazel Dormouse.
Guided woodland walks, practical conservation days, public talks and free
training courses will be held throughout the projects duration, so members
of the public are being invited to get involved. The project is also looking for
volunteers to help with surveys and practical work parties.
If you would like more information or to find
out how to get involved,
please contact:
Caroline Temple
Woodland Wings Project Officer.
Email: ctemple@butterfly-conservation.org
or Tel: 07483 039326

New bench to celebrate the life of Peter Byng
A new memorial bench has been
sited in the play area at the SRA to
honour Peter Byng, who sadly
passed away last year.
The bench is to celebrate Peter’s many
years of dedication to the village of
Silverstone and in particular his years of
work undertaken for the parish council
both as councillor and chairman and for his legacy of News and Views.
Peter was well known and loved by many in the village and the parish council
thought it appropriate to acknowledge this with the purchase of a new bench to
celebrate his life and his brave fight against the debilitating illness which he bore
with dignity and without complaint for the last few years of his life.
RIP Peter Byng 1947 - 2017
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Silverstone Pre-School
Silverstone Pre-School is a local childcare provision in the heart of the village.
We pride ourselves on providing and demonstrating high quality care and
education to our Pre-School children and maintaining a safe environment
at all times. We plan for age appropriate activities using the EYFS curriculum
and build relationships with parents and ensure each child’s individual needs
are recognised and met.
We are currently taking bookings for September 2018 but we now have
limited spaces for 2 year olds so please get your name down quick if you have
a younger child and are interested. We still have spaces for 3 and 4 year olds, so
if you feel Silverstone Pre-School is the place for your child, then please do not
hesitate to get in touch and to book to have a look around.
Please contact our Pre-School manager, Emily Lockett on:
P: 01327 858886 | E: info@silverstonepreschool.org.uk
The Silverstone Pre-School Team

To all dog owners
There is a small but significant group
of dog owners who are spoiling our
village for others. These are the ones
who, for whatever reason, refuse to
pick up after their animal has fouled.
•

•

•

Just because it is a patch of grass
(outside or adjacent to, someone’s
house) does not mean it will not
be walked in or caught up in
a mower.
Just because you have forgotten
your poo bags, does not mean you
can leave it there (knock a door
and ask for a bag!).
Just because you cannot bend
down that far, does not mean you
should leave it there. There are

4 | Silverstone News & Views

•

special long handled pooper 		
scoopers on both Amazon and
ebay starting at £3.
Just because it is raining, does not
mean you can leave it there in the
expectation that the rain will wash
it away. It doesn’t.

As to leaving animal deposits in the
middle of pathways where children
and adults walk, there is just no
excuse whatsoever. It is foul and lazy.
Please pick up after your dog.
We know it isn’t a pleasant job but
it is part and parcel of being a
responsible dog owner.
Thank you.

will be held on WEDNESDAY APRIL 11TH at 7.30pm at
the Methodist Church Room.
Come along and hear what the various groups in the village are
doing, bring friends and family and take the opportunity to
raise issues which may be concerning you and which will be
passed back to the relevant body.
PLEASE DO TAKE UP THIS OPPORTUNITY
Anthony Thompson
PARISH COUNCIL CHAIR
16th March 2018

Silverstone Gardening Club
The daffodils and crocus have now emerged from their long slumber after the
coldest winter in years. However, here at the garden club we haven’t been
slumbering but increasing our knowledge and skills ready to start gardening as
the weather improves.
In February we held our first ”Gardener’s Question Time” when Nadine Bayliss,
Head Gardener at Canons Ashby, Philippa Heumann, S. Northamptonshire NGS
representative and Jimmy Adams, our local gardening guru, made up our very
own panel of experts. They answered questions on a multitude of gardening
problems resulting in an extremely informative and successful evening.
A synopsis of the evening can be found on our new website:
www.silverstonegardeningclub.org where you can discover what we do, when
we do it and all other kinds of info. about us, including details of forthcoming
talks and how to become a member.
Saturday April 7th is the date for our Spring Show that will be held this year at
St. Michael’s Church Rooms. Come along and see the best in daffodils, tulips
and other spring flowers whilst enjoying coffee and delicious home-made
cakes. Even better, why not enter something of your own?! It is a friendly, open
competition with classes for children and photographs in addition to the spring
flower classes. Schedules are available from Crofts Stores or contact me at
silverstone.garden.club.@gmail.com and I will send you one.
We look forward to seeing you!

Sally Cann/Croft Stores
We would like to thank everyone who has shown concern for
Sally over the past few weeks.
We are pleased to say Sally is making a good but slow recovery.
The family would appreciate your respect at this time to give
Sally time to recuperate.
Many Thanks, Matt Croft

Silverstone Gardening Club

SPRING SHOW
Saturday 7th April

A BREATH OF SPRING TO BLOW
AWAY THE WINTER BLUES.
Come and see a wonderful display of
daffodils, tulips & other springtime
flowers in all their glory and enjoy
coffee & delicious home-made cakes
at

St Michaels Church Rooms
10.30am - 12 midday
Entry inc. refreshments
£2.50 children free

Also: Plant stall, children’s class,
bring & buy, photo competition
& raffle
Entry schedules available from
Crofts Stores
Open to All
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Changes to driving tests
From Monday 4 June 2018, learner drivers will be able to take driving lessons
on motorways in England, Scotland and Wales. This will help to make sure more
drivers know how to use motorways safely. At the moment, you can only have
motorway lessons after you’ve passed your driving test. Some newly-qualified
drivers take lessons through the voluntary Pass Plus scheme.
How the change will work
Learner drivers will need to be:
• accompanied by an approved driving instructor
• driving a car fitted with dual controls
»»
»»

»»

Any motorways lessons will
be voluntary.
It will be up to the driving
instructor to decide when the
learner driver is competent 		
enough for them.
Until the law changes, it’s still
illegal for a learner driver to drive
on a motorway.

»»
»»
»»
»»

The change only applies to 		
learner drivers of cars.
Learner motorcyclists won’t be
allowed on motorways.
Trainee driving instructors won’t
be allowed to take learner
drivers on the motorway.
Motorway driving isn’t being
introduced to the driving test as
part of this change.

Driving near learner drivers on the motorway
As with any vehicle on the motorway, keep a safe distance from a learner driver
in front of you. Increase the gap on wet or icy roads, or in fog. You should
always be patient with learner drivers. They may not be so skilful at anticipating
and responding to events.
Preparing drivers for a lifetime of safe driving
The changes are being made to allow learner drivers to:
• get broader driving experience before taking their driving test
• get training on how to join and leave the motorway, overtake and 		
use lanes correctly
• practice driving at higher speeds
• understand motorway specific traffic signs
• understand what to do if a vehicle breaks down on a motorway
• improve their confidence to drive on the motorway unsupervised 		
after passing their driving test
(Taken from Gov.uk)
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News from St. Michael’s Church.
On 1st April we celebrate EASTER
joining Christians around the world.
May I take this opportunity to remind
you of regular things happening at
St. Michael’s:Fairly recently Reverend Paul has
begun a regular pattern of Bible
reading and reflection each
Wednesday at 1p.m, for approximately
one hour, in the Church Rooms.
At the moment readings set for the
coming Sunday are read, using a
couple of translations. We pray, reflect
and take the opportunity to talk about
how the Word of God we have
listened to speaks to us.
Weekday Eucharist Service. On most
Thursdays through the year we hold a
service in St. Michael’s Church at 9.30
a.m. This is a simple, generally said
service, though we sometimes have
music or sing responses to prayers.
It is a time for peace and quiet, the
presence of God celebrated and the
Grace of God received.
‘Singing Group – not a choir’. We
meet in St. Michael’s Church at 7.30
p.m. about every 2 weeks. We sing
Taize Chants, pieces from the Iona
Community along with praise songs
and traditional hymns, for about one
hour. If you would like to join us we
would be delighted to welcome you.
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The next 2 dates
in the diary are
Thursday 19th
April and Thursday
3rd May.
Our Lent Lunches were again very
popular and well supported – thanks
are given to everyone involved.
‘Moveable Feast’ - This popular
evening event, so brilliantly
organised by Carolyn Lovell, will
take place on Friday 15th June. Please
contact Carolyn on 857656 for
further information.
We will shortly be selling Raffle
Tickets for our ‘Annual Big summer
Raffle’ in aid of St. Michael’s Church.
As there is no fete this year Anne
Pullen (857608) will be pleased if you
could give her a call and offer to sell
tickets. We have excellent prizes
including 2 x 3 day Tickets for the
forthcoming F1 Grand Prix – kindly
donated by Silverstone Circuit. The
draw will take place in the Church
Rooms on Sunday 24th June*.
*Cream Teas will be served in the
Church Rooms on the afternoon of
Sunday 24th June by a ‘team’ from
St. Michael’s– this is the day of ‘Open
Gardens’ in the village organised by
Silverstone Gardening Club. An ideal
way to round off your ‘tour’ of the

village – and you might also win a
fabulous raffle prize!
A reminder of the Monthly Service
Schedule at St. Michael’s Church :First Sunday – Holy Eucharist 10.00
a.m., Second Sunday – T@4 – 4 p.m.
tea and cake, followed by a short Act
of Worship held in the Church Rooms.
Fourth Sunday – Combined Worship
10.00 a.m., Evensong 6.00 p.m. If

there is a fifth Sunday in the month
a United Benefice Service is held
at 10.00 a.m. within the Benefice
(Abthorpe, Paulerspury, Slapton,
Silverstone or Whittlebury).
We extend a warm welcome to you
and look forward to seeing you at our
Services and events – do join us.
Judith Paybody

Thy Kingdom Come Prayer event
During the afternoon of Sunday 20th May the churches of the Whittlewood
Benefice are going to be holding a fun, family prayer event outside Whittlebury
church. The event is open to everyone, there will be no charge for activities
and refreshments will be available. All activities are optional, and you will not be
required to kneel! Come along and find out what’s going on.

St. Michael’s church would like
to offer you

Something for the Weekend?
Come and join us for half an hour of peace. A chance to step away
from a busy schedule, to give thanks for the highs and share the lows
of the week and to have some “me” time.
Where: Silverstone Church rooms
When: 1st and 3rd Fridays of the month, refreshments 2.15pm,
Peaceful time 2.30-3.00pm
For more information contact
Clare Ray on clareray18@gmail.com

News from the Methodist Chapel
How lovely to be in a milder spell of
weather after the cold and snow at
the beginning of March and to see
the lambs in the fields and the spring
flowers appearing in the gardens – a
reminder to us of God’s provision and
care during the dark winter days to the
promise of spring.
We are reminded too at this time of
year of Jesus’ death and resurrection
now that we are in the season of Lent
and once again at the Chapel we have
our Cross made from the Christmas
tree to remind us of this link between
the birth and death of Jesus and each
week we have different Bible readings
and symbols focusing on the different
events which took place during the
time of Lent leading up to Good Friday
and then Easter Sunday.
This year during Holy Week our
Minister, Rev Pat, will be sharing a
time of reflection at 7pm on Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday evenings.
On Maundy Thursday there will be
a Service with a Seder Meal at 7pm
(contact Natasha 07948 981179 to
book for food) and on Good Friday
between 10-11am a chance to take
time for reflective prayer.
Our Easter Celebration Services will be
at 9.15am for Cafe Church and at 6pm
for our traditional Methodist Worship,
both services will also celebrate Holy
Communion. We welcome you all to
join us at any of these times of
reflection and services.
Sadly the Women’s World Day of
Prayer Service had to be cancelled
12 | Silverstone News & Views

due to the snow but it is hoped to hold
the Service at the end of March.
Calling all men! ....Chips, Chaps and
Chats will be held on Friday April 6th
& every 1st Friday of each month from
12.30pm, no need to book just come
along, enjoy fish & chips and a time to
chat with friends.
The Community Cafe will be open
on Thursday April 12th from 10am2pm and every 2nd Thursday of each
month, so do call in and enjoy some
lovely food and time out with
your friends.
Looking further ahead the Chapel will
be celebrating 207 years of witness in
the village on May 20th with special
services on that day.
Our Sunday services continue as
usual with Café Church held on the
first 3 Sundays of each month. Come
along for a free breakfast at 9.15am,
a more informal time of worship
and a speaker – always lots of things
for the children to do. Our more
traditional service is held at 6pm
each Sunday. United services with
our friends at St Michael’s are held
on the 4th Sunday morning at 10am.
In April & May these services will be
held at St Michaels. We would love you
to join us at any of our services and
you will be made very welcome. For
more details please contact
Mavis 01327 438633.
If you would like to hire the
Schoolroom or the Chapel please
contact Christine on 857058.

Jazz Rock Classic Solo
Spectacular
FIREWORK Display

Saturday 30th June
SRA Playing Fields
Bring your own Picnic

Tickets on Sale NOW from Crofts
All proceeds to SRA Charity
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Breaking news
The editorial team have
learned that the A5 through
Towcester is to be excavated
down to its roman origins in
a bid to reduce potholes.
Highways England has
confirmed that they are
trialling a new approach
to road maintenance in the
Northants region where
Roman roads have been
Photo Ancient Origins
covered over. Their plan is to
excavate the roads to the level and finish they had during the time it was first
laid; some 2000 years ago. The first stretch of road to be restored to its origins,
is the A5 Watling Street through the market town of Towcester. The substantial
block finishes, curbs, drainage and robust building techniques of the time have
been investigated thoroughly by scientists and archaeologists and confirmed to
be three times tougher than modern techniques.
A spokesperson from Highways England, R Herring said, “it turns out the Romans
were more qualified than today’s highway engineers and their road building techniques were second to none”. He continued, “the weight of the larger
chariots and carts is equivalent to the HGVs of today. The plan makes economic
sense as parts of the original road are already exposed”. If successful, Highways
England is looking to expand this initiative by using old maps of Roman roads to
identify suitable sites.

Report that pothole!
On the subject of potholes, please keep reporting them on Street Doctor
http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/councilservices/Transport/roads/
StreetDoctor/Pages/Step1.aspx
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Silverstone Neighbourhood Plan
Since the last exhibition and
the debut of ‘Silverstone – the
Movie”, the Working Party
have been hard at work on a
Geographic Sustainability
Analysis (GSA) and an initial
drafting of The Neighbourhood
Development Plan. The GSA
arises from the requirements of new planning legislation which places
“sustainability” at the heart of all planning decisions and informs any decisions
regarding possible future site allocations in the Parish. It has involved looking
closely at the main features of sustainability and evolving a systematic approach
to quantifying the Economic, Environmental and Social Factors which impact
on our village.
Having completed an in-depth analysis, we now need to survey as many
people as we can over the coming weeks in order to ensure a robust set of
conclusions. We have asked local groups to take part and we are grateful to
Silverstone Gardening Club, Silverstone WI, the Silverstone Churches and
Year 6 at Silverstone CE Primary for giving freely of their time to assist us.
In mid-April we will be offering two sessions Friday evening, 20th April @ 7.30
and Saturday afternoon, 21st April @ 2pm where anyone who has not already
participated can come along and be taken through our results and give their
views. You will need to arrive promptly please to hear what it is all about.
The sessions will last about an hour where you will be given background and
then asked to consider various statements and give them a ‘weighting’ - all will
be explained on the day! By giving evening and daytime options, we hope you
can be accommodated.
Parishioners from any age-group, persuasion and “new arrivals” are most
welcome in order to give a representative cross section of the village. This is
another opportunity for you to engage with this process as the Plan (our Plan)
is developed.
SNPWG
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Silverstone’s Hidden Gem - Brickle Pocket Park
History – Brickle Pocket Park is an asset in the Silverstone Village Community
which was purchased by our Parish Council in 1993 with considerable
negotiations which were instigated by Joy Townsend to become a wildlife
pocket park. There is a bridge in Brickle which crosses the overflow pond to
commemorate Joy’s sterling work (Bridge of Joy).
Access to Brickle from
Church Street – turn left
in to West End. Brickle is
immediately on your left.
The aim is to have British
native trees and plants.
Trees include Ash, Oak,
Sycamore, Willow,
Photo Anne Pullen
Hornbeam and Buxus.
There is a pond which is bisected by a causeway, a small wildflower meadow
and also a large area that sees carpets of fabulous snowdrops within a natural
woodland setting. Brickle is ideal for spending some quiet time also lovely for
a picnic. There are tables on site.
Brickle is run by a team of volunteers meeting the first Saturday of each
month between 10 & 12 am approx. Tasks include strimming, mowing, hedge
trimming, planting and general maintenance. More volunteers are always
welcome. Brickle would love to have someone who could record and log bird
and mammal life and also wild flowers with a view to the information being
displayed on the Brickle notice board. Anyone interested please contact:Eb Brown
E mail: e_r_brown@yahoo.co.uk | Telephone: 857 603

New map – help needed!
We have had several requests for a map showing the old names of the
various areas around the village. Gerald Lovell and Paul Torr have kindly
created a draft that you can see in the centre pages. They appeal to
villagers to send in their names for these areas or identify any that are
missing so the map can be completed for the summer edition of
Silverstone News & Views | 17
News & Views. Please contact Gerald at fdc.silverstone@gmail.com
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West End in the snow, photo Ian Knight

Silverstone Community Café
Thank you to all who supported the Café in February, we in turn were able
to help the homeless in Milton Keynes with warm socks and toiletries from
the profits.
In March the money raised will be spent on replacing worn out and
damaged equipment in the Chapel kitchen, this ensures this village facility is in
good condition for the wider Community to use.
We would love the profits from the Café to be used by village organisations, if
you run a local group and are fundraising please get in touch.
Future Café dates April 12th, May 10th, June 14th and July 12th.
At April’s Cafe local artist John Damsell will be displaying & selling his art work
A warm welcome is assured.
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SILVERSTONE VILLAGE
COMMUNITY CAFÉ
RAISING FUNDS FOR VILLAGE PROJECTS

OPEN ON THURSDAY APRIL 12TH
FROM 10.00am – 2pm
AT THE METHODIST CHAPEL

COFFEE & CAKES 10am –2pm
SOUP AND PUDDING LUNCHES 12 – 2pm
THIS MONTH LOCAL ARTIST JOHN DAMSELL WILL BE
DISPLAYING & SELLING HIS ARTWORK

COME AND ENJOY SOME LOVELY FOOD

Winterscape Sarah McConnell

Silverstone Cricket Club
continue with their preparations
for the 2018 season
Senior Section
Nets have been well attended at either Sponne Sponne
or the County Ground. These continue on a Wednesday
(now at Sponne) from 19.30 – 20.30 and new players are
welcome to attend.
The season starts with a friendly at Wicken on Sunday 22nd April and the league
season the following Saturday. With the club reinstating the second team, there
will be cricket at the SRA most Saturday afternoons during the season.
Junior Section
The club is also relaunching the junior
section – Silverstone Speedsters – starting at
the SRA on Sunday 20th May at 11.00 – 12.00
and running for eight weeks (excluding Grand
Prix weekend). The sessions will be run by
qualified coaches.
For more information please visit https://ecb.clubspark.uk/AllStars/
Course/2aa104c9-0193-4b22-8b36-3f7614332244
John Fowler. 07860 301849
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The Fixtures
First Team – Premier Division

“A” team – Division Four

Wicken (away) - Friendly

22nd April
28th April

Charlton

away

Willoughby A*

away

5th May

Byfield

home

Woodford Halse

away

12th May

Flecknoe

away

Flecknoe

home

13th May

Pytchley - away – National Village Knock Out Cup

19th May

Wroxton

away

Thornborough A

home

26th May

MK Air

home

Dunchurch & Bilton A

away

2nd June

Syresham

away

Braunston Paddox A

home

9th June

Thornborough

home

Wardington

away

16th June

Willoughby

home

Wardington

away

23rd June

Marston St Lawrence

away

Braunston Paddox A

away

Charlton*

away

Willoughby A

away

30th June

7th July

Picnic in the Park
Byfield

away

Woodford Halse*

away

Grand Prix Weekend

14th July

Bodicote

home

Flecknoe

away

21th July

Wroxton

home

Thornborough A

away

28th July

MK Air

away

Dunchurch & Bilton A

home

4th August

Syresham

home

Braunston Paddox A

away

11th August

Thornborough

away

Woodford Halse

home

18th August

Willoughby

away

Dunchurch & Bilton A

home

25th August

Marston St Lawrence

home

Wardington

away

All Saturday matches start at 1.30

* Silverstone’s home fixture but being played at the opposition’s ground
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Fed up with inconsiderate speeding motorists?
Want to do something about it?
Silverstone community Speedwatch
needs volunteers. If you can you give
up an hour a day a couple of times
a week, join us and help us make
a difference.
We are authorised and trained by
the Northampton Police using their
calibrated equipment having
undergone a training session use the
designated sites set out by them to
observe and report speeding
motorists. Volunteer for training and
join us on a shift. We share with
Whittlebury on a week on week off for
a six week period during the year so
the maximum shifts available is 30, just
choose how many you can do. Call
me (Steve) and leave a message I will
get back to you 01327 857430.
The recent programme in February
2018 was curtailed by the bad
weather but it was interesting to
note that despite the ice snow and
the numerous potholes that did
not stop us reporting 216 people for
exceeding the speed limit. Of those
126 were observed exceeding the
limit past the School entrance. To
the person who was observed at
52 mph what’s your excuse?
Shame on you.
The traffic lights at the roadworks by
the new estate has had the desired
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effect and really slowed the traffic,
the same can be said for the raised
crossing point by Little London.
However once past this point it seems
drivers are oblivious to the School
entrance and exit and exceed the
30mph limit. Traffic coming out
of Little London travelling towards
Towcester often does not slow down
and seeing the road clear pull out put
their foot down and are exceeding the
30mph limit before they get to the
entrance to the School!
Despite the lampposts, flashing
warning signs, 30mph reminders,
Zebra crossings, a school and
speedometers, drivers still need to
be reminded that the limit is 30mph
and its there for a reason. With cars
today having computer controlled
engines, transmissions and brakes,
the computer that needs rebooting
is often between the ears!
To those drivers
who waved, tooted
and stuck to the
speed limit and
supported us we
extend our thanks
you make our job
worthwhile. Whilst
my thanks go to the volunteers past
and present without whom this would
not be possible.
Steve H

Use your Local Companies
“Local produce” is a very popular selling point. To use a local tradesperson
can equally put the purchaser/user at ease; knowing you have a quality
product or service. We recommend the following businesses located in or
around Silverstone:
Profession & Advisers			
People & Company
Weather Forecasters			
Flo Rivers & Phil Lake
Land Agent				Ivor Field
Stationer 				Rusty Staples
Security Advisors 			
Robb, Pincher & Steele
Herb Consultant 			
Rosemary & Basil Lavender
Cardiologist				Prof. Dickie Hart
Risk Assessor				Mal Function
Plumber				Dwaine Pipe
Stone Mason				Adrian Wall
General Practitioner			
Dr Emma Royd
Insurance Sales				
Justine Case
Boy Scout Leader			
Ty Knott
Personal Trainers			
Biggar, Biggar & Strong Ltd
U7’s Rugby Coaching			
Little & Barge
Angling Consultants			
Hook, Pike & Rudd
Interior Decorator 			
Bleu Walls
Marriage Consultants 			
M E Hunt, A Newman & I Beam
Gardeners 				
Plant, Flowers & Potts
Personnel Trainers			
Potter, Walker & Rush
Educationalist				
Profs Reid & Wright ;
Undertakers 				
Bone, Skull and Berry
Educationist 				
Ben Down, Will Kane and Mark Hamm
Physiotherapist 				
Twist, Moore and Payne
Financial Advisors			
Owen Money & Rob Banks
Business Development Consultants
Branch, Wood & Forrest
Lion Taming 				
Claude Bottom
Personality Development		
Sir Lee Mann
Football Coach				Will Wynn-Ball
Comedy 				Joe King
Positive Thinking Consultant 		
May & May-Knott
Sauce Maker 				
Gee, Love & Hall
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What if? The perennial worry.
When making an important decision
‘ What if?’ keeps turning up. ‘Don’t
worry dear it will all come right ‘ But
what if?
Silverstone village has gone through
many ‘What ifs’ in its history but
probably more in the post war years.
A sleepy village nestled in the south
of Northamptonshire ‘untouched
by time’; the local work being in the
timber industry since the Doomsday
Book. Then the ‘what if’ turned up!
Now all the local timber yards are
gone. Some not so much yards as
odd corners tucked in here and there.
When this elderly physician came to
ply his trade here there were probably
ten such yards. One larger than the
others and purchasing trees and
cutting them into many shapes and
sizes. Most though were making
hurdles and gates. But what if they
start making them of steel? What if the
last and largest ran out of space and
moved elsewhere?
What of the families working in the
local industry? The Linnells, the
Lovells, the Mayos, the Varneys and
others long resident in that idyllic
village? Now greatly outnumbered
and many resident in the churchyard.
Lost with them are now almost
forgotten names of parts of their lives.
Yards gone and replaced by houses.
But ‘What if’ the village grows too
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large to remain a village and becomes
a small town? Are those old names
and places also lost? I doubt that I can
name just one half of those learnt in
the past nearly sixty years.
What if the village becomes known for
things other than trees and foresters?
Will it be the same? Probably the
biggest ‘What if’ came with the arrival
of the motor racing circuit. The
earlier war time aerodrome had been
of national rather than local necessity,
with the locals playing their part. From
small beginnings the circuit has now
taken the identity of the village as its
own. Villagers are now probably more
familiar with ‘ Copse’, ‘ Stowe’ and
‘Club’ than they are with Puddledock’
or ‘Top shop’.
For the ardent motor racing fan,
visiting from afar, there has also been
change. The circuit has altered its
layout many times. Gone are the
days when one turned up with an old
crate or a ladder to sit on a grassy
bank whilst the racers rush by. Nearly
all gone are the vacant grassy banks
replaced with grand grandstands and
corporate vantage points at a cost.
When the writer first visited the racing
in 1948 we were ‘protected’ by a rope
and the odd straw bale. Farming by
the growing of crops, filled the space
within the course itself. The farming of
Pigs for Walls was also an essential

earner for the project. An early
competitor of note was Prince Bira of
Siam who had won many races abroad
in the inter war years. I watched as he
pulled off the track whilst racing in
his Maserati driving onto the infield at
Stowe Corner up against a growing
crop. He climbed out of his car fiddled
with something near or under the
bonnet and then push started his
Maserati holding the steering wheel
and jumping back into his seat. What
if it had run him over? I can’t see any
current race driver sorting out a
problem and jumping back aboard!
What if he had been injured? He
would probably have been taken to
the Medical Centre; at that time a
small wooden shed labelled the Dr
Benjafield Memorial medical facility
(he had been one of the Bentley Boys
of that golden era when those cars
dominated the results at Le Mans and
Brooklands). Just one boarding school
type bed within. What if there was
more than one casualty?
After watching our heroes the
problem became how to get out. We
were at Stowe. The great mass of cars
was not moving. What if we could
not get out? Problem solved long
after dark by an RAC patrol man who
opened field gates so that we exited
near the school, by the light of straw
bales that had been set on fire. The
great Jimmy Brown was ensuring the
development of the circuit supported
by his wife Kay and by Smith Churchill.

Sadly all gone.
When we arrived at the Towcester
practice the consulting rooms were to
be in Yealm House on Brackley Road;
much work had to be done on the
house. What if we had nowhere else
to live for the three months before the
work was finished? We were to open
shop on the first of April 1965. Jimmy
invited us to park our small 12 ft.
caravan outside their kitchen door at
the Luffield Abbey Farmhouse
allowing us use of the kitchen.
However what if it became very cold?
It did. One morning we awoke to
find our dogs tail frozen to the floor,
potatoes turned green and our African
violet had expired. We moved camp
to Yealm House amongst the
building work.
So much has changed in our
village. Newcomers are welcome.
We hope you will enjoy the use of the
SRA Pavilion/Village Hall. So ‘What
if‘ you don’t? You will miss some of
the pleasures of living in a village. But
‘What if’ those villagers of the past had
not worked all hours to provide
something that we lacked? What if
they had not come to join us in our
old village? ‘What if’
‘Don’t worry dear, our village will be
alright’. Yes. ‘But what if’?
Doc
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South Northants Council Update
The Village Meeting is only a few
weeks away on April 11th and I strongly
recommend that everyone who can comes
to that meeting to hear what has been
happening in and around Silverstone.
I will bring the meeting up to date with what is happening at South
Northamptonshire Council (SNC) but I imagine that most want to know what is
happening at Northamptonshire County Council (NCC) and I hope that Ian
Morris will be coming to talk about that. There is nothing I can say at the
moment to add to what has been in the news about our country council except
that the inspector’s report is due to be published imminently and that should
give some explanation as to what has happened and the way forward. NCC
though have managed to set a council tax budget and at the most recent SNC
Council meeting the rate of council tax for the coming year was set.
Council Tax is collected by district councils and for 2018/2019 on a Band D
property comprises •

South Northamptonshire Council - £185.78 (up 3% on last year)

•

Northamptonshire County Council - £1,146.63 (up 2.98%)

•

Northamptonshire County Council Adult Social Care - £89.72 (up 3%)

•

Northants Police Crime Commissioner - £221.04 (up 5.74%)

•

And the Silverstone Parish Council precept - £61.60 (up 27.4%)
but still below the district average of £79.76.

As far as the SNC part is concerned, which sees your bins emptied, local license
regulation, safety and health control and planning services amongst others, the
tax on a Band D property increases by 45p per month.
Dermot Bambridge
South Northamptonshire Councillor for Silverstone
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Nice doing business!
Local businesses and services listing

Denstone
We are suppliers of Denstone, cropped natural walling stone, based
in Silverstone.
Natural limestone has been the traditional building material for vernacular
buildings for many centuries, and is known for its enduring quality and
attractive appearance. It is very different to artificial stone made from
concrete, which ages to give an unattractive artificial appearance.
Our stones are made from limestone cut from quarries in Northamptonshire,
giving them a pleasant honey colour that weathers naturally over the years.
The rock is cleaved along the grain and then cropped into manageable
pieces, making for a quality traditional appearance.
This product blends well with old stone houses, making it ideal for new
building work that is required to stand among older houses, for example,
in conservation areas.
The stone is sized into tonne bags and delivered to your site, or delivery can
be arranged by the lorry load.
For an estimate or further details please contact Dennis Purr on 01327
855532 or 07594 577579. Or visit www.denstone.org.uk

Mick Bodily Professional Carpenter
All aspects of carpentry undertaken; children’s outdoor furniture, decking,
fencing, sheds,
Also indoor jobs. For a no hassle quote, call 07474272775, email
whatwoodyoulike@hotmail.com or check out my work on Facebook
‘what wood you like’.

Nice doing business!
Local businesses and services listing

DBK Business Ltd
My name is Dan Kaye of DBK Business Ltd, a company based in Silverstone,
which was established in 2010. I'm an accountant who offers more than
preparing a set of end of year accounts.
Most accountants can keep you compliant with the authorities but what
about monitoring present performance and setting budgets for the future.
I believe a good accountant should be working with you all year round,
helping you stay in control of your finances and developing systems and
procedures to safeguard the business.
A company's accounts are more than just a set of numbers; they represent
effort, success and achievement. They can paint a picture of your business,
which in the right hands can tell you more than how much tax to pay.
I can show you how to use the information to manage your business
more effectively, for example how to monitor cash flow. Every business is
different, as are the managers who run them, so it's important for me to
understand about you and your business to see how I can help. It's free
to talk to me so why not give me a call on 07979 514034 or email me
dbkbusinessltd@gmail.com

Time for Health
Time for Health is now open in the village.
Live the Life You Love! Banish Pain, Infection, Anxiety and Depression.
Boost Relationships, Career, Self-Image and more.
Muscle Testing (Kinesiology) is used to talk to your body. Cellular memory,
energetic circuits and energetic patterns are accessed through a variety of

techniques, clearing subconscious blocks and resistances, enabling you to
experience the Health and Joy you deserve.
Techniques may include a thought, a homeopathic vial on the body, an
essence and more, whilst using knowledge of acupressure points. Tension,
stress and trauma are released in personalised ways appropriate to you.
Your body leads the way. It is pain and drug free, private and relaxing.
Health Kinesiology is developed from Chinese Medicine, Psychology
and scientific research. It can be used safely with supplements and
prescription medication.
Feel Empowered. Today is always a Good day.
Contact: claire@timeforhealth.me or 07779 722924
www.timeforhealth.me
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Why it is time to write a poem to remember
There was an article recently in the Daily Telegraph by Dan Snow entitled ‘
Why it’s time to write a poem to remember’. As the centenary of the end of
the First World War approaches this was to honour those affected by conflict.
Having researched those from Silverstone who died, for the booklet I produced
some years ago about those named on our war memorial, I decided to put
something in verse about our lost heroes and here it is –

Lest Silverstone Forget
“George Varney, Albert Dudley, Forester Roberts, Thomas Lovell, William Spencer”
The first that fell engraved beneath the memorial’s cross
That stands proud beside the old White Horse
Where many of these lads once drank
Before they stood in serried rank
That morning when they climbed the trench
To face bullets, bombs and death’s foul stench
“Frank Chapman, Charles Osborne, Albert Pittam, James Whitlock, Fred Wootton”
In fields of death their bodies lay
In desert sand or Flemish clay
And many still lie without a plot
Remembered at Menin Gate, Thiepval or Tyne Cot
With their name and unit, from the date
When the armistice came for them too late
”Jack Harris, Joseph Hinton, John Whitlock, George Pittam, Fred Rush”
Sons, brothers, lovers, sappers, gunners, nation’s loss
The sword on the cross
That stands above the graves
Of those so brave
To whom their mums and dads and nans and pals said farewell
As they waved them off on their way to hell
“John Timms, John Adams, Percy Higham, Arthur Warman, Arthur Farey”
These lads who once took axes to trees
Or sawed planks of wood on bended knees
Or tilled the land from dawn to late
Until they waved farewell at the gate
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To go to Towcester to take the King’s shilling
And follow the call to the fields of killing
“Fred Linnell, Septimus Roberts, Stanley Heritage, Edward Davis, Tom Lovell”
The sacrifice was not just for those who fought and died
James and Susan Roberts lost three sons for whom they cried
At least they knew the tragic fate
Not knowing meant an endless wait
For Owen and Liz Lovell no telegram ever came
Because Tom - too young to fight - had changed his name
“Sydney Davis, Thomas Richardson, Tom Roberts, George Webb, Jack Rush, John Adams”
The last are named from the Great War
Please God don’t let there be any more
A newer plinth beneath the cross
Tells us of a later loss
Many years may now have passed
But I fear that these are not the last
Dermot Bambridge

CAN YOU INSPIRE?
Every year we help over 450,000 young people in the UK
enjoy new adventures; to experience the outdoors, interact
with others, gain conﬁdence and have the opportunity to
reach their full potential. And it’s not just young people who
can get in on the action. Working alongside our youth
members are thousands of adult volunteers, with a huge
variety of roles and opportunities available.

scouts.org.uk/get-involved

Why not strengthen your CV while making a real impact on
the lives of young people?
INTERESTED?
Contact:
Davina Bowmer at davina@gnscoutgroup.uk
07733 551015
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Silverstone Amateur Dramatic Society
20th Anniversary production of Cinderella
To celebrate their twentieth anniversary, Silverstone Amateur Dramatic Society
presented four performances of Cinderella on Thursday 15th – Saturday 17th
February 2018 at the SRA.
The entire cast gave an original interpretation of the classic script adding
(where appropriate and sometimes inappropriately) local twists to the tale.
The audiences were enthralled and willingly participated – Oh yes they did!

“The only thing that could possibly make it any funnier
would be if they performed it on ice”
The Stage

“The funniest thing that I have seen for years – I cannot
wait for the next production”
The Advertiser

A special mention must go
to Linda Wallen who has
appeared in every pantomime
over the period and in various
autumn productions as well.

“Without doubt yet again the
best pantomime in the area”
Marcus Lawson
All photographs taken by and reproduced
with permission of Alison Parker Photography
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“Brilliant costumes,
magnificent backdrops and
the acting was indescribable”
Mark Carmode

“We do worry about
our husbands”
Elaine Dyer, Sue Fowler
& Maxine Roberts

Thanks to Michelle Webb who loosely directed the show; to Richard & Jean
Parker for the lighting/sound/special effects and make up respectively; to Claire
Payne for taking on the arduous task of being in charge of the costumes; to
Elaine Dyer for the backdrops; and to everyone who helped build/dismantle the
stage and for just being there.

“Unbelievable”
The Guardian
If you are interested in taking part in future productions then please see the
Silverstone Village Facebook page.

Photos Wanted!
News & Views call upon any photographers out there to send in
pictures of your village through the seasons, to appear in future
editions of News & Views. Please email to annie.rickard@yahoo.co.uk
with photographers name (for credit).
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Silverstone News & Views is funded by Silverstone Parish Council and delivered
free to 99% of the houses in the village. The few outlying residents outside the
main village confines, are able to pick up a free copy from Crofts Stores.
Editorial Content
Annie Rickard, 58 High Street, Silverstone, NN12 8US. Tel 858371
annie.rickard@yahoo.co.uk
Pat Daly, 21 Hillside Avenue, Silverstone, NN12 8UR. Tel 857067
daly.verdala@btinternet.com
Design & Print
Rosanne Marriott, 23 High Street, Silverstone, NN12 8US. Tel 856752
rosanne@silverstonedesignsolutions.com
Distribution
Phil Reddall, 2 Walnut Close, Silverstone, NN12 8TU. Tel 857938
phil.reddall@gmail.com
News & Views is published 6 times a year, in February, April, June, August,
October and December. Copy date is 15th of preceding month.

Deadline for June Edition – 15th May 2018

Advertising Rates 2018

Full page
Half page
1/3 page
1/4 page

Parish based Parish based businesses Non-Parish
voluntary
& outside voluntary
based
organisations
organisations
businesses
£18
£30
£40
£10
£20
£30
£8
£15
£25
£6
£12
£20

All prices are per issue. Bulk buy 6 editions in advance and only pay for five. All advertisements
are invoiced and settlement is required before cut off. Contact Annie for more information.
April Fool - the Roman road story featuring Mr R(ed) Herring from Highways England.
Bit of fun – local tradespersons listing
Absolutely true – learners on the motorway!
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