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News & Views

Panto and pandas – review of Aladdin!
Coronavirus – the village pulls together
In it to win it, prizes for food recycling!
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Please note that during the preparation of this edition, the situation
regarding gatherings was changing daily. Please check with the event
organiser or check Facebook for the latest on any events mentioned in
this edition. Thanks.

Silverstone Amateur Dramatics
THE GREATEST SHOW ON EARTH
MOST DEFINITELY THE GREATEST PANTOMIME IN SOUTH NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

The first fifteen
minutes went
exceptionally well
before the selfproclaimed and
self-promoting
“star” came onto
the stage. From
then onwards, the
pantomime could only go one way.
Audiences pay good money to go
to the West End to see shows where
members of the cast fall off stage or
where scenery collapses. If only they
had come to Silverstone. There is
always next year.

This was undoubtably one of the finest
productions ever seen anywhere. No
stone was left unturned in the strife for
excellence. No penny was spared in
an attempt to provide a cultural
experience for the packed audiences.
The classic tale of
Aladdin was
subject to a unique
and unrivalled
interpretation by
members of
Silverstone Amateur
Dramatic Society.
The cast ranged from “experienced old
timers” to those making their debut on
the boards.
Boy meets girl and
they fall in love. Her
father does not
approve. Genies
help to solve the
problem. All live
happily ever after.
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Huge credit goes to all those
people who were involved in stage
construction and dismantling,
costume making, make up, lighting
and special effects, scenery
production, programmes and
raffle prizes.
The greatest thanks must however
go to Michelle Webb, who someone
managed to direct, produce and
generally cajole everyone.
C RitiK
No pandas were hurt
in the making of
this Pantomine
(Various egos were
badly dented though!)

DO YOU WANT TO
BE PART OF THE
PANTOMIME 2021?
Silverstone Amateur
Dramatics needs you
Visit the SADs or the
Village Community
Facebook Pages
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Silverstone Gardening Club
Lighter evenings mean more
gardening time and who knows, by
the time you read this we may all be
in lock-down due to Covid-19, forced
to stay at home, trying not to go
stir-crazy. Looking on the brighter
side there should be lots of splendid
gardens in Silverstone this year. After
all, what else are you going to do?
Being outside beats cleaning out
cupboards and tidying the attic any
day (sadly both of which need doing
in our house!).

Our gardening club continues (at
present) with our monthly meetings.
In February Peter Richardson
brought loads of magnificent shrubs
from Preston Bisset Nursery to show
us how to keep colour going in the
garden throughout winter. Many
people left that evening clutching
glorious specimens to enliven
their gardens!
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On a sadder note, one of our club’s
founder members, June Tuck, died in
late February. June was our Secretary
for many years and played a large
part in helping the club to become
established. Our sympathies go to
her family.
Our March meeting, (if it goes
ahead) will be a talk on Clematis by
Peter Skeggs-Gooch from Thorncroft
Nurseries. Everyone needs at least one
of these plants in the garden.
Once planted they need little care
and reward us every year with their
showy colourful flowers. Most
popular species just need chopping
down to 12/18ins each spring. It
never ceases to amaze me how
much they can grow in a season.
I almost feel that if I stand and watch
I will see it grow! Which makes me
think of the poem Leisure by William
Henry Davis. So if this year’s crisis
means we have more time at home,
you can heed the whole of this
lovely poem instead of just the first
few lines! (See below).
Currently my garden is awash with
cheery golden daffodils – I just hope
there will still be some flowering for
the Spring Show on 4th April - if it
goes ahead. I do hope it does, as this
particular event cheers everyone up
after the grey days of winter. Nothing
like a blast of yellow to make your day,

be it sunshine or daffodils. All details
are on the poster – check the website
to see if it is cancelled.

Remember – we may be full of care,
but we’ll have plenty of time to stand
and stare.

I’ve decided not to write any more
details of future club activities as
I feel it’s pointless until we are sure
what’s happening. There will be
updates on the website as we
wait for daily news bulletins in
these unprecedented times:
www.silverstonegardeningclub.org

What is this life if, full of care,
We have no time to stand and stare.
No time to stand beneath the boughs
And stare as long as sheep or cows.
No time to see, when woods we pass,
Where squirrels hide their nuts in grass.
No time to see, in broad daylight,
Streams full of stars, like skies at night.
No time to turn at Beauty’s glance,
And watch her feet, how they can
dance.
No time to wait till her mouth can
Enrich that smile her eyes began.
A poor life this if, full of care,
We have no time to stand and stare.
Leisure by William Henry Davis
Sue Rudland

Tiggers Playgroup
We would like to thank those who come to this group for making it such a
fun and caring time for us all. Thanks too for all the help packing away and
washing up.
We welcome new members to join us on a Tues 9.15 -10.45 am term time
only for a donation of £2 per family. NOTE: We are pausing our sessions for
the time being. Please keep an eye out on the village Facebook page for
updates.
We would also like to add a special Thank You to “Santa” for his collection
over Christmas that was split between us and three other village charities.
Ruth and Natasha

Silverstone Gardening Club

SPRING SHOW
Saturday 4th April

A BREATH OF SPRING TO BLOW
AWAY THE WINTER BLUES.
Come and see a wonderful display of
daffodils, tulips & other springtime
flowers in all their glory and enjoy
coffee & delicious home-made cakes
at

St Michaels Church Rooms
10.30am - 12 midday
Entry inc. refreshments
£2.50 children free

Also: Children’s class
& photo competition

Entry schedules available from
Crofts Stores
Open to All

June Tuck
Many of her friends in our Village were
very sad in February to hear of June’s
death in the Nursing Home where she
had been living for the last 2½ years.
Eddie and June moved from South
London to live in Silverstone in the
early 1990’s and soon became very
much part of the village scene
having led a busy life in the Croydon
area where Eddie was a GP and June,
as mother of 4 children and also a
“general factotum” in the Practice,
was kept ever on her toes! Once the
children were grown up she became
a local JP, a position which she found
fascinating and which led to her
involvement with many other groups
of people in London. Before her
marriage she had been a VAD
during the last war and had nursed
many service men back to health and
her interest in nursing and medical
matters continued during her long
life; she was just approaching her 95th
year when she died following several
months of poor health.
When June & Eddie moved to
Silverstone on retirement they vowed
to take things easy after so many
active years but that was a vain hope
for such a sociable couple and they
were soon involved in many local
activities with June joining the WI
and becoming Secretary of the newly

formed Gardening Club which she
helped to start. She also loved her
embroidery & beading & really enjoyed
the busy mornings spent with our local
Needlework Group. Both she and
Eddie became active in the local
Conservative group and hosted and
helped at many village money raising
social functions for the Church and
other local causes with lovely
evenings spent in their large and well
kept garden in Monks Wood. They
took over editing and producing the
Village “News & Views” when help was
desperately needed to keep it going
and continued this for some years.
When their beloved garden became
too much to manage they moved
firstly within the Village and finally
decided to live in Malthouse Court
in Towcester where more help could
be available if needed. Indeed this is
where Eddie died in 2016 and life was
never the same again for June after
well over 60 happy years together.
June was a delightful and loving lady,
always so ready to give help and
advice where needed and always so
interested in everything going on
around her. She was a true friend and
will be sorely missed and admired for
her long, active and generous life.
Anne Pullen

Silverstone News & Views | 7

Silverstone in Colour
I’m sure you have all been enjoying the
glorious display of spring bulbs and
pansies that have brightened up the
winter’s grey and dreary days. I hope
you all agree the planters have made
a big difference to our village centre.

We were pleased to receive a
generous cheque of £500 from Crofts
Stores, through Nisa’s Making a
Difference Locally scheme. Many
thanks to Matt and Sally for
nominating us for this charitable

donation. We will be increasing the
planting during 2020/2021 once we
have the necessary maintenance
in place.
We are currently planning the
summer display and I will be
organising a rota for summer
watering again soon (complete with
rubber gloves, sanitiser and
anything else you can think of!).
The rota worked brilliantly last year
so that only folk who wanted to,
did it twice. So, watch this space......
Anyone who would like to be involved
either with financial or practical
support, do contact me – I’d love to
hear from you!
Email: sj.rudland@gmail.com
Tel: 07746649696
Sue

Local History Series 1
Bluebottle Row is one end of Douglas Avenue, the former name of
Murswell Lane. Why the name? It’s relating to an unexplained event in
about 1880 when the houses were built. For some reason, never
understood, there was a plague of ‘Bluebottle‘ flies which made their home
at that end of Douglas Avenue. After a severe winter they did not return and
the inhabitants resumed their normal life, mostly in the timber trade. The
name survived, as nick names tend to do, like ‘Puddle Dock’. The houses
tend to be forgotten as part of Douglas Avenue because this then became
Murswell Lane. The inexorable passage of time!
Doc
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10.30am - 1pm
From knitting to whittling,
please come along and bring the
creative projects you love to do,

FOURTH THURSDAY
OF THE MONTH
or just pop in for a chat and some company
Tea,coffee and biscuits will be available
(Suggested donation £2)

If you would like to stay for the whole session,
consider bringing a packed lunch.
-------------------------------------------------Methodist Chapel, High Street, Silverstone, NN12 8US
For more details contact Judith 01327 857688 or Ruth 01327 857065

Dear Villagers
I am sure you have noticed our revamped Chapel frontage and wanted you
to know a little about how this came about.
Since Bovis started construction on the new housing development, SNC
received a pot of money called the New Homes Bonus, to which the Chapel
applied for a Grant via the Parish Council and were successful.
We were thereby able to do away with the broken-down wall which was a
safety hazard and create two car parking spaces for users of Chapel Services
and Events. These will be designated for disabled use at certain events
where necessary.
The new frontage has made entrance to the car park easier and safer for
both car and pedestrian users.
I would like to thank all those involved from the initial conception of the
idea to the end product for their valued opinions, assistance, guidance and
prayers, as well as the builders, who have done a lovely job.
We hope you are all as satisfied with this as we are.
Natasha Clarkson (steward at Chapel)
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HOLD THE DATE - VE DAY CELEBRATION
SATURDAY 9TH MAY
(CORONAVIRUS ALLOWING)

News From The Methodist Chapel
How lovely it is to begin to see trees
in bud, daffodils swaying in the breeze
and so many things coming back to
life after the dark, cold and very
wet winter!

evenings. On Maundy Thursday there
will be a service which will include
Holy Communion at 6.30pm.and
on Good Friday at 3pm a time of
reflection.

During the season of Lent, we remember the darkness Jesus experienced
through His temptations in the
wilderness and His death on the Cross.
Then we celebrate His wonderful
resurrection on Easter Sunday when
the Light of the World lives again.
At the Chapel we have a Cross made
from the Christmas tree to remind
us of this link between the birth and
death of Jesus and each week we have
readings and symbols focusing on the
different events which took place
during the time of Lent leading up to
Good Friday and then Easter Sunday.

Easter Celebration Services - 9.30am
for Cafe Church and 6pm for our
traditional Methodist Worship, the
morning service will also celebrate
Holy Communion. We welcome you
all to join us at any of these times of
reflection and services. Please also
see the poster in this edition of
News & Views.

At the start of Holy Week we share in
the united service for Palm Sunday,
beginning at the Chapel at 10am for
the Liturgy of the Palms, then
processing, singing along High Street
to St Michael’s Church for the Liturgy
of the Passion. There will be times of
reflection at the Chapel at 6pm on
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday

We have had lots to celebrate recently
on two very special occasions. The
first was a Marriage Blessing for
Vernon and Veronica who are now
regular worshippers at the Chapel.
Vernon was brought up in the village,
attended the Chapel and went to the
Sunday School and Boys Brigade.
They both hope to enter the
membership of the Methodist Church
very soon. We had a wonderful service
led by Rev Pat and this was followed
by tea for everyone.
The next celebration was for Trevor
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Ray as he was admitted as a fully
accredited Local Preacher of the
Methodist Church during a very special
circuit service. Trevor has worked hard
to complete all his training and to pass
his exams and we are all thrilled for
him. We are so blessed that he is part
of the Chapel here with all his gifts and
skills and we know that God will
continue using him in his calling as
a Local Preacher in this Circuit and
local area. It was a wonderful service
and the preacher was Rev Jonathan
Hustler, Secretary of the Methodist
Conference. Of course, we enjoyed
another lovely tea after the service!
Our next celebration will be on
Mothering Sunday when Sarah will
enter the Church membership here,
we look forward to welcoming her
(officially) at the morning service.
The Community Cafe had lots of
visitors again in February and
March, everyone enjoyed the lovely
homemade cakes and soups &
pudding and sharing time together in
this lovely warm and friendly Chapel.
Thank you to all our volunteers and
cake bakers who work so hard every
month and to everyone who supports
the Café. Please note that we are
pausing the Community Café for the
time being and we will let you know
when we are able to hold it again.
Although our usual groups have been
paused for a while (because of the
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coronavirus) our Sunday services will
continue. Café Church will be held on
the first 3 Sundays of each month at
9.30am. This is a more informal
time of worship and a speaker and
activities for children, for now we
won’t be serving breakfast at these
services. Our more traditional
service will be held at 6pm from March
29th (but excluding the 3rd Sunday of
each month) United services with our
friends at St Michael’s are held on the
4th Sunday morning. In April, May and
June these services will be held at St
Michaels Church at 10am.
If you would like prayer or assistance
for any situation, please call our
Minister Rev Pat 01280 706062 or
Natasha (as part of our Pastoral team)
07948 981179.
We also have a mobility scooter and
a manual wheelchair for anyone to
borrow free of charge, please speak
to Natasha 07948 981179.
If you want to know more about
any of our activities or would like to
hire the Chapel or the schoolroom,
both are open plan adaptable
spaces, please contact Trevor
07811 946022.
Silverstone Community Café
Many thanks to all who supported the
café in February; the profit of £260.70
+£32.70 donations were given
to Preschool.

Crafters Heaven!

An opportunity to buy
craft materials at bargain
prices as well as handcrafted gifts and treasures.

Saturday 4th April

10am - 12 noon
Silverstone Chapel, Murswell Lane
Specially crafted cushions by the
Silson Stitchers will be raffled.
Proceeds from the raffle and
the sale of materials will
be donated to
Cancer Research UK.
It's your chance to see the
Silson Stitchers in action!
For further information,
please phone Sue Fowler
on 01327 857881.

In March £172 profit was made for the
Cafe. This will buy some folding tables
for use outside during the summer
months.
CORONAVIRUS - PLEASE NOTE
THAT THE METHODIST CHURCH
HAVE TAKEN THE DECISION TO
PAUSE ACTIVIITES TO MINIMISE
THE RISK OF THOSE TAKING PART
& THE ORGANISERS, THEREFORE,
WE WON’T BE HOLDING THE
COMMUNITY CAFÉ UNTIL
FURTHER NOTICE.
We will keep you informed via social
media and posters around the village
when we can open again.
Thank you to you all for your support.
Chapel Decisions
At the time of writing this, we are
all very aware of the challenges that
the Coronavirus situation is throwing
up. It looks very likely that mass
gatherings are likely to be banned
soon in addition to all the sporting
activities that have now been
postponed or cancelled. More locally
we are fortunate in that there are
currently very few definitely infected
people although the wider impact
of the pandemic is being felt by
everybody
At the Methodist Chapel, we have
taken the decision to pause a number
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of our activities in order to minimise
the risk to those taking part, organisers
/ leaders and our congregation.
With immediate effect therefore we
are pausing:
• Community Café
• Space Time &
Space United Youth Clubs
• Chips ‘n’ Chaps
• Creative Space
• Space United Services
• Tiggers
We will re-evaluate all these activities
after Easter and give an update then.
Most of our Easter activities, although
a little edited, will be going ahead and
will be advertised around the village
and on the Chapel noticeboard. Please
have a read to see what we are doing.
In the meantime, please can everyone
look out for each other that little bit
more. We live in a beautiful and
caring community – it’s what we do
best. Perhaps you can offer to shop
for friends or neighbours who are
self-isolating (it doesn’t put you at risk
to leave items on the doorstep); call
someone you haven’t seen recently
just to make sure they’re OK; cook a
meal for a family that can’t get to the
shops – You know what to do because
you’ve been doing it for generations.
It’s a great time to come together
again and show some love.
Trevor Ray

SILVERSTONE METHODIST CHAPEL

HOLY 1
WEEK

Sunday 5th - Sunday 12th April 2020
Dear Community, please come along to Chapel
and hang your prayers on the outside prayer tree.
For hygiene, please make your prayer tags at home.
For further details please contact - Ruth 01327 857065 or Natasha 07948 981179
Chapel Hill, High Street, Silverstone, NN12 8US

Nice doing business!
Local businesses and services listing

Hairdressing By Lindsey in Silverstone
For all your hairdressing needs in a friendly salon environment! Please contact
me with any enquiries or to book an appointment. I have 16 years experience
and offer a very professional service at a realistic price. Please look at my
Facebook page Hairdressing By Lindsey or contact me on 07828 857562.
I look forward to meeting my new customers soon.

Silverstone Computer Systems
With over 35 Years’ experience from the Acorn Atom to the latest High
Performance Water Cooled Multicore Multi GPU Systems. Call Robert on
07484 316 632, email mail@silverstonecomputer.com or visit my page
www.facebook.com/scssilverstone
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The following article was written before restrictions on gatherings was imposed
and Church Services and Events may be subject to change. Please see Posters
and the Benefice Website - whittlewoodparishes.org.uk for updated information.

News from St. Michael’s Church

Palm Sunday Service. On Sunday
5th April, as in previous years, our
Worship will begin at 10.00 a.m. at the
Methodist Chapel for the Liturgy of the
Palms, then processing along the High
Street to Saint Michael’s Church for
the Liturgy of the Passion, including
a semi dramatic reading of the Passion
Gospel and then the Holy Eucharist.
Following the Service light
refreshments will be served in the
Church Rooms.

Tuesday 7th April 9.30 a.m.in
Paulerspury the Holy Eucharist.
Wednesday 8th April 6.00 p.m. in
Whittlebury the Holy Eucharist.
Maundy Thursday 9th April from 2.00
p.m. a Children’s Activity Event in
St. Michael’s Church Rooms. An
afternoon of fun which will include a
Bible Story, crafts and other activities.
For further information and to book
your place please contact :clareray18@gmail.com

Following Palm Sunday, we come
to Holy Week. This is one of the
most important weeks in the year
for a Christian. In this week we
offer the opportunity throughout
the Whittlewood Benefice to
worship each day, apart from
Holy Saturday.

Also, on Maundy Thursday an Agape
Meal and Worship 7.30 p.m. in the
Church Rooms. We share a simple
supper of soup, bread, and cheeses.
We also celebrate the Eucharist
through the time of this meal,
recalling that this was the time Our
Lord celebrated His Last Supper,
instigating the Holy Eucharist that is
at the heart of the churches worship
to this day. If you wish to attend please

Monday 6th April 9.30 a.m. in
Silverstone the Holy Eucharist.
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email revpaulmcleod@btinternet.com
Good Friday 10th April at 2.00 p.m.
in Slapton, the Good Friday Liturgy
(followed by Hot Cross Buns)
Easter Day Sunday 12th April 5.15a.m.
The Dawn Service, Silverstone
Churchyard and St. Michael’s Church.
Followed by bacon butties! At 10.30
a.m. a Service of Easter Praise plus
Eucharist by Extension at St.
Michael’s Church.
We now have 2 new English
Oak collection plates in use at
Church Services. They were made
by village resident Mr. John
Johnson. The oak John selected
came from Geddington in the
north of the County.
Please join us for a Coffee and Cake
Morning on Saturday 18th April 10 to
12 noon in the Church Rooms.
Thank you for supporting our Lent
Soup Lunches which have again been

enjoyed by many people.
Looking further ahead Carolyn
Lovell is again making arrangements
for another ‘Moveable Feast’. This
will take place on the evening of
Friday 19th June. We will be delighted
if you are able to join us and
Carolyn can be contacted by email
at ce.lovell2012@gmail.com
Plans are being finalised for our
Annual Raffle. Superb prizes have been
offered and we would be pleased if
you were able to sell tickets! Please
contact Anne Pullen on 857608
for details.
For details of Services and events
within the Whittlewood Benefice
please see the monthly calendar
on the Church Notice Board or
go to our Benefice website at –
www.whittlewoodparishes.org.uk
Judith Paybody

Parish Clerk News
After 21 years of faithful and conscientious service to Silverstone, our
Parish Clerk Linda Paice has decided to step back from that role in the
summer. The Parish Council will therefore be recruiting for a new clerk in
the next few months so if you are interested in knowing more about the
post or know someone who is, please keep an eye open for the advert
(www.silverstonevillage.org).
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Junior Cricket
If your child is aged between 5 and 11 and is interested in
cricket then this is for you.
Silverstone Cricket Club is recruiting for Allstars (5 – 8
years old) and Dynamos (8 – 11 years old) with outdoor
sessions starting at the SRA at the beginning of June
2020 – https://ceb.clubspark.co.uk.
You will need to register online for this.
If of interest, or for more information,
please visit the Silverstone Junior Cricket
Facebook page.
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Senior Cricket
Silverstone Cricket Club are preparing for the 2020 season. Senior nets are
taking place at Sponne School on a Tuesday and Wednesday evening. New
players are welcome to attend. Please contact John Fowler 07860 301849 if
you are interested.
Once again, the club have entered the prestigious National Village Cricket Cup,
where the final is played at Lords in September. This and the league fixtures for
the 2020 season are:

First team
2nd May
9th May
16th May
23rd May
30th May
31st May
6th June
13th June
20th June
27th June
4th July
11th July
18th July
25th July
1st August
8th August
15th August
22nd August
29th August

Second team

Syresham
home
Gayton
Castlethorpe
away
Croughton
Thornborough
home
Greens Norton A*
Evenley
away
Finmere
Byfield
home
Thornborough A
East Haddon – home – National Village Cricket Cup
Kings Sutton
away
Flecknoe
Marston St Lawrence
home
Wardington
Wroxton
away
Preston Bissett
Greens Norton
home
Woodford Halse A
Syresham
away
Gayton
Castlethorpe
home
Croughton
Thornborough
away
Bye
Evenley
home
Finmere
Byfield
away
Thornborough A
Kings Sutton
home
Flecknoe
Marston St Lawrence
away
Wardington
Wroxton
home
Preston Bissett
Greens Norton
away
Woodford Halse A

away
away
away
home
away
home
away
home
away
away
away
away
home
away
home
away
home

*Friendly Match
All Saturday matches start at 13.30
We hope to see you during the season. Other cup matches will be added when
the draws have been made.
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News from Silverstone Primary School
It’s been
another
busy term
here at
School
(when aren’t
they?) – we
‘ve had class assemblies, trips, visitors
and sports events. We’ve dressed up
for World Book Day, had the Life
Education Bus here for a couple of
days and got active for Sport
Relief 2020.
Years 5 and 6 had a great day at
Cadbury’s World learning about the
Mayan civilisation and of course
indulging in a chocolate treat or two!
Year 3 and 4 headed off to the
Ashmolean Museum in Oxford where
they got up close and personal with all
things Egyptian. Trips like this really do
add to the school experience of each
and every child and we are so grateful
to everyone who ensures they
happen – particularly financial
contributions from FoSS (Friends of
Silverstone School).
On 10th March Silverstone CE Primary
had our latest SIAMS inspection.
SIAMS (Statutory Inspection of
Anglican and Methodist School) looks
at how our school vision drives the
standards and ethos across the school.
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The outcome of the inspection will
be shared with the community once
the report goes public in a few weeks’
time. Although we are unable to share
the outcome in this news article,
I can say it was a very positive
inspection and the inspector was
extremely impressed with our school.
As always, my thanks go to all the
children who demonstrate our school
values every day. Also, my sincere
thanks to our wonderful staff team
who are tremendous in everything
they do. Thank you, team, – you
are amazing.
We are incredibly lucky to have a
fabulous school and amazing
facilities and we’d love to be able to
share these more with the local
community. If you, or anyone you
know, might like to hire the school
hall, sports field or MUGA (Multi Use
Games Area) in the playground then
please do get in touch with the
school office.
Silverstone CE Primary is a growing
school and we do have spaces
available in most year groups so
please spread the word if you know
of anyone who may like to come
and join us.
James Bloomfield

Picnic in
the Park!

SRA Playing Field
Sat

th
4

July 7pm

Music for Everyone
Spectacular Fireworks
Bring a Picnic!
Tickets £5 from Crofts
Stores
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Shortly you will receive a booklet from Silverstone
Recreational Association (SRA).
The cover of
which is illustrated on the right.
This booklet tells you interesting and salient facts
relating to the SRA.

Importantly it contains a survey, giving all
Silverstone households the opportunity to express
their views on matters relating to the SRA.
Please invest the time to complete this survey.

SILSONITES

YOUR VILLAGE NEEDS

COMPLETE THE SURVEY NOW!
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Rosemary’s Garden Tips
Introducing Rosemary Gardener
and the new gardening spot in
News & Views!
Now that spring is well under way
and summer is around the corner,
let’s think about adding some colour!
Many of you will be familiar with
planting up hanging baskets and
looking after them. Caring for your
baskets throughout the season is
quite a commitment. Dedication is
the word!
Daily watering is essential to keep
your baskets looking top notch, plus
a weekly feed with Miracle-Gro
or similar.
Choose a good quality
multi-purpose compost and add
some water retaining granules with
some slow release fertiliser. A small
12” basket will dry out quicker than
say, a 16”, this is obvious but worth
making a note of. A good tip is to
cut a circle of plastic from an old
compost bag, to act as a reservoir
under the compost in the bottom
of the basket. As a general rule
use 12 plants for a 12” basket
and 14 plants for a 14” basket
and so on.

24 | Silverstone News & Views

Include a few trailing plants to grow
downwards, as most baskets are
viewed from above eye level. You
can buy baskets where you plant into
the top only, but for the best results
use traditional baskets where you
can plant both into the sides
and top. There are some new
design plastic ones available with
removable slots in the sides to aid
planting, I have tried these, and
they are pretty good.
It’s hard to beat a basket planted
with just one colour or variety.
Try to use toning colours, for
instance, shades of blue with silver
helichrysum. Or pinks with purples
etc, adding Nepeta to trail
for contrast.
I like to include Lime Petunia
Surfinias in lots of my colour
schemes. They go well with blues,
pinks, yellows and reds, as I said,
most colours. Think about using
plants that are happy in dry/hot
conditions because they cope
with less water. Petunias, Bidens
or ivy leaved pelargoniums are
good examples of these.
Alternatively, Fuchsia`s, Impatiens
and Lobelia, are happier in a

shadier spot, as they don’t enjoy full
sun all day.
Remember though, that summer
bedding is not frost hardy, so keep
your planted baskets in a green
house, and wait until mid to late May
before putting them outside. A sheet
of horticultural fleece is useful to
keep handy in case a frost is forecast.
Heavy pots and containers are best
planted in situ in mid-May. Just
replace the top half of compost
each year and add the usual water
retaining granules and feed, such as
Osmocote. Use a mix of upright and
trailing plants with something taller
in the centre.
Summer bedding ‘plugs’ can be
purchased now if you have a
greenhouse, they are mainly raised
from cuttings. These can be ordered
on the internet and grown on in
10cm pots till it’s time to plant them
out into pots or baskets. I have found
some great plugs for a quarter of
garden centre prices.
Just a reminder.
Don’t forget to sow Half Hardy
Annuals such as Cosmos, Nicotiana,
Cleome or Nasturtium etc. Grow
them on ready to plant out after the
frosts have finished.
Hardy Annuals such as Nigella,
Cornflower, Poppy etc can still be

sown directly outside in their
flowering positions. If you have a
spare corner why not sow a packet
of Wild Flower seeds too, to make
the bees happy!
Chinese proverb…He who plants a
garden, plants happiness.

An example of keeping it simple, with just toning
Surfinia Petunias and White Scaevola.

Using yellows, blue and white in this
hanging basket is a cool combination.

Silverstone News & Views | 25

Credit: Rosemary Gardener

It’s election time at Silverstone
Parish Council!
Expressions
of interest are
welcomed
from anyone
who is over 18
years old.
As a councillor representing your
community you will help keep it a
great place to live and work. You will
be supported in your role and will be
expected to undertake training. You
should be comfortable working
electronically. You should have a
positive outlook and a can-do
attitude and be willing to work as
part of a team.
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If you are interested in joining the
council and taking an active part in
those issues which affect your
community such as having an input
into planning applications in the
village, lighting the streets, using and
commenting on the public rights of
way around Silverstone, putting the
pressure on to get the best results
you can when the roads and
pavements are not what they should
be, managing the financial affairs and
the way your Council Tax is spent
through the parish Precept and not
least working with a group of like
minded others for the benefit of your
community then please contact the

Clerk Linda Paice for more
information at clerk@silverstonevillage.
org or ring for a chat on 01327 353622
Monday to Thursday. The closing date
for nominations is 4pm on April 8th.
The Parish Council currently meets in
the evening on the second Monday of
the month except August and

December when there are
no meetings.
If you care about your community
and would like to help make a real
difference then why not

Become a Parish Councillor!

As I remember…75 Years ago, at the end of World War II.
I was born in Silverstone, in an old stone cottage, with two up and one
down, rooms. We would very often see the RAF vehicles going up and down
the road to the aerodrome. In the summer, we would go up there to the
cinema, walking along the Brackley Road, through the woods, with some
older friends. We never paid as we didn’t have any money. However, they
always let us in.
One night, we had just gone to bed when we heard a lot of music outside.
We went to the window and saw the RAF band followed by lots of people
singing and dancing behind them, going down the road. My Dad came
upstairs and told us to put our clothes on quickly as we were going out.
We went down the road and when we got to Stocks Hill, there, in the middle
of the road, was the biggest bonfire we had ever seen. Corrugated tin and
irons sheets had been put down first, to stop the tarmac from melting.
We stood by the big doors of the White Horse and heard people cheering as
effigies of Hitler and his merry men were thrown onto the bonfire. This was
the village and RAF celebrating the end of World War II. Not long after the
war ended, the RAF held an open day on the aerodrome, and we went up
and looked all around the planes and buildings.
The only building left now in the woods, is the big building just inside, past
Racing Point. This housed the generator and they had to demolish the front
of the building to remove the generators. The long building before racing
point was the RAF Post Office.
By A Villager.
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We accept children from 2 years old

A charity-run pre-school based in the heart of Silverstone, offering
high quality care and education to the children of our local community.
We follow the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum to provide
a high standard of pre-school education. The children also enjoy a
range of other activities such as;

Cooking lessons
Walks around the village

Singing
A wide variety of crafts

The warm and welcoming atmosphere fostered by our staff is
something that is often commented upon by the parents of our children.
Our children are happy and well cared for.
Please come and visit us and see the staff and children of Silverstone
Pre-School in action. We are looking forward to meeting you!

To organise a visit, please contact the manager, Emily Lockett, on
858886
or visit www.silverstonepreschool.co.uk
201327
| Silverstone
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Silverstone Pre-School, Chapel Rooms, Murswell Lane, Silverstone, Northants NN12 8UT

Photogragh of Old Silson
Silverstone has changed dramatically over the years with wood
yards, paddocks and older houses disappeared and replaced
with new buildings.
Do you know where the photograph was taken?

Silverstone Preschool
The preschool children have had a wonderful time learning about their
community by going on village walks and a shopping trip to Croft Stores.
They have also been to the pocket park to see the frog spawn and have loved
accessing the new park in Old Oak Drive. We have also been busy with different
crafts, creating Valentines decorations, Mother’s Day items and junk models for
the community cafe in the Methodist church.
We are now accepting applications for children for September so please get in
touch and book in for a look around if your child is turning 2 soon and you think
Silverstone Pre-School would be perfect for them.
Please contact our Pre-School manager, Emily Lockett on:
T: 01327 858886 | E: info@silverstonepreschool.org.uk
W: www.silverstonepreschool.co.uk
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Hello!

If you are self-isolating, I can help.

My name is
I live locally at
My phone number is
If you are self-isolating due to COVID-19 I can help with:
Picking up shopping

Posting mail

A friendly phone call

Urgent supplies

Just call or text me and I’ll do my best to help you (for free!)
Coronavirus is contagious. Please take every precaution to ensure you are
spreading only kindness. Avoid physical contact (2m distance). Wash your
hands regularly. Items should be left on your doorstep. # V i r a l K i n d n e s s

Coronavirus village initiative
The residents of the village are keen
to do as much as they can to help one
another during this time. Copy or cut
out the note above. If you are able to
offer any level of assistance to your
neighbours who may be isolating
due to the virus, especially our senior
residents, please complete your details
and post through their door.
Other initiatives include a door ribbon.
If you are isolating and need help with
shopping, collecting, mail etc. please
tie a ribbon to your front door
handle. Hopefully, a neighbour will be
by either with one of these notes or
to check on you and ensure you have
anything you need for your time
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in isolation. We have also received a
poster that can be placed in a window
for visitors, showing a countdown of
the days left in isolation.
The usual caution is advised. If
someone knocks on your door and
you do not feel comfortable engaging
with them then no one will be
offended. Your personal safety and
wellbeing are more important.
Whilst we all appreciate that asking
for help may be hard for independent
people, now is the time when
absolutely no one will mind. Please
put your pride aside and let others
help you during this time.

The Brook Health Centre & Silverstone Surgery statement
By the time this article goes to press,
the situation may have changed
considerably. We would hope it has
improved, but experts tell us it could
be 3-4 months at least before we see
sight of the end of it or any major
improvements.
The country has progressed to the
“Delay Phase”. As I write this, we are
hearing ALL major sports events have
been cancelled and no football until
the earliest 3rd April! The country is
waiting for further announcements
regarding other major public events.
The roads and High Streets are
looking very quiet, so I suspect
people are choosing to stay at home.
The surgery has been extremely
busy as you can imagine with the
situation changing daily. We would ask
for understanding and consideration
from our patients as we all try to
manage the workload under difficult
circumstances. The most recent
guidelines from NHS England is that
the practice clinicians will triage by
phone all patients wishing to make an
appointment. All on-line bookings will
automatically be booked as telephone
triage appointments in the first
instance. In due course, there may be
video consultations available.
As I write this, the public are being
advised to stay at home (self- isolate)
without any testing for Covid-19
(regardless of any travel history or
contact with positive cases) if
they have:
• A NEW continuous cough OR
• A high temperature 37.8 degrees
centigrade or higher

Testing will not be carried out
routinely to individuals staying
at home.
Individuals should self-isolate for 7
days from the onset of symptoms.
Shared homes should self isolate for
14 days if anyone shows symptoms.
Those with compromised immune
systems or chronic illnesses should
self isolate for 12 weeks. If anyone
has serious symptoms or breathing
difficulties, they should use NHS111
on-line. Only patients who cannot use
on-line should telephone 111.
After 7 days of isolation people who
feel better and no longer have a
temperature can return to their normal
routine/work. If anyone does not show
any signs of improvement after 7 days,
they should go online to NHS111 to
seek medical advice.
It should be noted that in some
cases the dry cough may persist for
several weeks, despite the Corona
virus infection having cleared. IT DOES
NOT MEAN THAT THEY HAVE TO STAY
AT HOME LONGER THAN 7 DAYS.
We are all learning to adapt to the
ever-changing situation whilst being
very mindful of looking out for our
housebound friends and relatives and
anyone who is vulnerable such as
the elderly, those with underlying
health conditions and the
immunocompromised.
Ann Waters & the teams
at the surgeries
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Coronavirus and you
It’s easy to feel overwhelmed by the
rapid escalation in people catching
this virus, and by the amount of
information around about it.
Health officials have consistently
said that while this is a very serious
epidemic there are simple practical
steps individuals can take to protect
themselves and others.
The main ones are to wash your
hands - which breaks down the virus
on your hands meaning it’s no longer
active and can’t infect anyone - to
use disposable tissues, avoid touching
your face and keep your distance from
people where possible.
If you have Coronavirus symptoms,
however mild, either a new
continuous cough or a high
temperature you should stay at
home to protect others and avoid
spreading the disease.
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Why is staying at home is very
important?
It is very important that you stay at
home whilst you have coronavirus
(COVID-19). This will help to protect
your friends, colleagues and the wider
community and will help control the
spread of the virus.
We realise that staying at home may
be difficult or frustrating, but there are
things that you can do to help make it
easier.
These include:
• Plan ahead and think about
what you will need in order to be
able to stay at home for the full
7 days.
• Talk to your employer, friends and
family to ask for their help to access
the things you will need in order to
successfully stay at home.
• Think about and plan how you can
get access to food and other supplies

such as medications that you will need
during this period.
• Ask friends or family to drop off
anything you need or order supplies
online, but make sure these are left
outside your home for you to collect.
• Make sure that you keep in touch
with friends and family over the
phone or through social media.
• Think about things you can do
during your time at home. People
who have successfully completed a
period of staying at home have kept
themselves busy with activities such as
cooking, reading, online learning and
watching films.
• When you are feeling better,
remember that physical exercise can
be good for your wellbeing. Look for
online classes or courses that can help
you take light exercise in your home.
Stay at home
You should remain in your home. Do
not go to work, school, or public
areas, and do not use public transport
or taxis. You cannot go for a walk.
You will need to ask friends or
relatives if you require help with
buying groceries, other shopping or
picking up medication. Alternatively,
you can order medication by phone
or online. You can also order your
shopping online. Make sure you tell
delivery drivers to leave items outside
for collection if you order online. The
delivery driver should not come into
your home.
Use of shared spaces if you live
with others
• Minimise the time you spend in

shared spaces such as kitchens,
bathrooms and sitting areas as much
as possible and keep shared spaces
well ventilated.
• Aim to keep 2 metres (3 steps)
away from people you live with and
sleep in a different bed where possible.
• If you can use a separate bathroom
from the rest of the household. Make
sure you use separate towels from
other people in your house, both for
drying yourself after bathing or
showering and for hand hygiene
purposes. Ask your family or the
people you live with to remember to
use their own towels.
• If you do share toilet and
bathroom, it is important that you
clean them after you have used them
every time (e.g. wiping surfaces you
have come in contact with). Another
tip is to consider drawing up a rota for
bathing, with you using the facilities
last, before thoroughly cleaning the
bath, sink and toilet yourself.
• If you share a kitchen with others,
avoid using it whilst others are
present. Take your meals back to your
room to eat. If you have one, use a
dishwasher to clean and dry your used
crockery and cutlery. If this is not
possible, wash them using your usual
washing up liquid and warm water and
dry them thoroughly, remembering to
use a separate tea towel.
• We understand that it will be
difficult for some people to separate
themselves from others at home. You
should do your very best to follow this
guidance and everyone in your
household should regularly wash their
hands, avoid touching their face and
clean frequently touched surfaces.

Cleaning and disposal of waste
When cleaning you should use your
usual household products, like
detergents and bleach as these will
be very effective at getting rid of the
virus on surfaces. Clean frequently
touched surfaces. Personal waste (e.g.
used tissues) and disposable cleaning
cloths can be stored securely within
disposable rubbish bags. These bags
should be placed into another bag,
tied securely and kept separate from
other waste within your own room.
This should be put aside for at least 72
hours before being put in your usual
external household waste bin. Other
household waste can be disposed of
as normal.

needs picking up. Do they have 		
bread/milk/tea/coffee/dry goods?
• Avoid close contact, keep 6 feet
apart, drop any supplies off at the door
and let them know they are there for
collection.
• If grandparents are needed to
cover childcare, consider their
exposure to this disease. Kids can be
carriers. They may show little or 		
no symptoms but can pass this on to
their elders, for whom Covid 19 can be
very severe.
• If they have internet connection,
consider the use of social media
channels such as WhatsApp,
Skype etc to have some face to
face time.

If your symptoms get worse or
are no better after 7 days, seek
medical advice.

Be sensible. Stockpiling food and
stripping shelves of the basics causes
issues for those who may not have
easy access to the supermarket or may
have a genuine need for these items
in their everyday life. If current
Government advice is to self-isolate
for 7 days after symptoms show or 14
days after exposure to an infected
person, just how much toilet roll and
baby milk do you really need? How
much would you usually buy for this
period of time? For example,
parents with young children and
babies may need liquid paracetamol to
help ease the post routine vaccination
symptoms. Without a dose or two to
ease their discomfort, it can be pretty
unpleasant for them. Do you really
need 6 boxes, just in case, right now
or should you take what you need for
7 - 14 day period and leave some
for others?

Go online to 111.nhs.uk or call
111. DO NOT go to a GP, pharmacy
or hospital.
Source BBC/.gov.uk
Older people in our community
Getting older can lead to isolation at
the best of times. No more so than
when something like this is declared.
Let’s all, as a community, step outside
our usual routines and focus on making sure that the senior residents of the
parish are not left without resources.
What we can do:
• Knock on the door or call them and
ask if they need anything.
• Ask if there is any shopping that
2 | Silverstone News & Views
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Are They Turning in Their Graves?

Ron (Monty) Mayo and Bill Picketts
(The woodyard is now Monkswood)

What would the Silson wood merchants of
year’s gone think of the recent government
decision to impose further regulations of
banning the sale of damp timber for open
fires and wood burners. Our village’s employment for many generations was the sale of
wood in its many forms. Silverstone, a community of fewer than one thousand people,
yet the home of 22 wood yards. The wood
yards dominated every road from Les and Bill
West on Chapel Hill, Hutchings on Brackley
Road to Webbs in the White Horse car park.

Timber would be felled and brought back to Silverstone from large forests,
landed gentry estates and farmland from as far away as Wales, southern England
and the Cotswolds. The felling of the trees produced wood from the trunk and
larger branches to generate, quality wood for general wood crafts including
furniture, wheels, coffin boards, and pit props. The clearing of woodland closer
to home allowed the small branches to be cut up and used for heating of
domestic households. The timber is measured by cords. A cord is a “well packed”
stack of wood 4ft wide, 4ft high and 8ft long. Typically the timber would be cut
some months after the felling and clearing of the forest which would make it
saleable today.
The Silverstone woodman would buy the cords, cut it either in situ or bring it
back to Silverstone. The logs would be cut up and split into acceptable sizes,
loaded onto the cart or lorry and delivered to the customers in local villages and
as far as Banbury, Brackley and Buckingham. To widen their product range the
lorry would also carry other forest products including pea sticks, bean sticks and
washing-line props.
Today’s life has changed, the pressing of the thermostatic switch has replaced
generations of the hard, dirty work of lighting and maintaining a domestic fire.
I suppose it is progress.
Gerald Lovell

36 | Silverstone News & Views

E
p FE s!
u
t
e
mer
rk s
two
usto
r
c
a
W
NO
ll NE
a
r
fo

Call 01604 552981
For Your No Obligation Quote

Promotional Gifts & Corporate Workwear Specialists
www.eaglescr eative.co.uk

lisa@eaglescreative.co.uk

Story Time with Grandpa Doc
“Hello Grandpa, you’ve been away.
Please tell us more about the little
village and the trees”.
“Alright if you promise to go to sleep
afterwards. Now where was I?

the place where two men would cut
planks; a saw pit. The lucky man on
top not being covered with sawdust,
he was the ‘Top Dog ‘. His poor
workmate below, all dusty, was called
the ‘Under Dog’.”
“I hope they took it in turns?!”

After the man bought his pick and
shovel, he started to dig. He found
strange things in the ground. A heavy
funny shaped lump of metal that he
decided used to be put under a
cartwheel to stop it running away.
Then some bricks built into a curve
that seemed upside down. Until he
realised that these had been under
the fire box of the stationary steam
engine used to drive the circular saws
of Lovell’s timber yard that had been
there years ago.
The timber men had to avoid the risk
of fire with all the wood and sawdust around. They had to light the
fire very early to get steam up for the
day’s work. A little way further up the
hill was a strange pit that had been
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“He also found small ovals of brass
stamped James Lovell and Sons
English Timber merchants. These
were to be nailed to gates that they
had made. So, the little surgery was
built on the old timber yard by a nice
village builder, John Gray, assisted by
his friend Fred Whitlock. Just a small
waiting room, a small consulting room
and of course a toilet. It was to grow
later and add a dispensary. The doctor
finished the shell, and not long after
it was finished there came heavy rain,

very heavy rain. So the little brook
across the road became a torrent.
Then a wheelbarrow was washed
down and became stuck in the culvert,
and so we had a flood - a big flood
that had nowhere to go!”

“What happened next grandpa?”
“Well the water rose up and washed
down the wall by the surgery. It
washed under his concrete car park
which collapsed. It rose steadily and
just stopped one inch from entering
the Surgery door. But worse for Mr
Lovell in the old house behind us.
He came down stairs to find his pet
canary in its cage on the sideboard
with its tail feathers in the water - and
him stranded halfway down the stairs!
His brother across the road in Little
London found the pet rabbit swimming round the shed with its little
nose just above the water. So, the little
brook had become a big brook.

Some said it was due to all the water
running down from the Circuit, and
some saying it was all the new houses.
But it’s behaved since, and there are
no wheelbarrows in its way now. The
time came in 1972, when the doctor
said goodbye, and thank you ,to Mrs
Alice Mayo at number 62 High Street
where he had been holding a surgery
twice a week in her front room since
his arrival. He moved into number
7 Whittlebury Road. He decided to

call his new home ‘ Silson Surgery‘.
This being a traditional name for the
village. In later years it became ‘Silverstone Surgery ‘and the relics of the old
timber trade were removed from the
waiting room wall where he had put
them to mark the former history of
the site.
Now the name is back to Silson which
is good, and the relics are on his
garage wall, where they can be seen
by interested villagers. He hopes that
someone will take them as part of a
memento of the little old village.
Whilst all these things were happening
there were big changes at his other
place of work. These were at the main
practice surgery in Towcester. He had
built himself his home in the village,
thinking that a doctor should live with
his patients as in ‘the olden days’.
Indeed, there are several houses in the
village that were the homes of earlier
doctors. Forest House on Brackley
Road, and The Firs at the top of
Little London amongst others. Some
found their resting place in the village
churchyard. One being Dr Letts who
died of cholera during an outbreak
whilst caring for his patients. He also
lost a daughter of the same disease.
He lived somewhere in Cattle End.
In Towcester, there were two doctor’s
practices. Each in their own premises.
They had their own satellite weekly
calling places where they saw patients
Silverstone News & Views | 39

and collect requests for prescriptions,
like Alice Mayo’s. Dr Lewis consulted
at The Old Parsonage on Whittlebury
Road, also in The Reading Room,
Blakesley. Grandpa Doc called at
Spicer’s Stores Wappenham, and at
21 High Street, Blakesley but the little
building at number7 was the first
satellite surgery building.
There followed one for Dr Lewis at
Paulerspury,and a fine new one at
Greens Norton, which became home
for doctors who had left the
other practices.
However, Towcester had grown and a

new much larger home was required
for local patients.
Following a meeting it was decided
to build a new joint surgery for both
practices to be called a ‘Health
Centre‘. Times were changing but
Silson Surgery remained the main
home for Grandpa Doc.
Time to put the light out now.
Maybe more stories of the little village
tomorrow night; of Schools, of Little
London, of The Circuit and the playing
field and The Recreational Association.
Grandpa is getting tired. Goodnight
children. Sleep well.

Get Involved!
News & Views has been your village newsletter for forty years. As we enter our
forty first year, it would be nice to receive more input from the villagers.
You are already sending in some stunning photographs for which we thank you.
We would love to provide a greater variety of features to attract all ages of
residents, with all sorts of interests.
We produce six editions a year and are lucky enough to have a village stuffed
with talented folk! Some suggestions are: regular tried and tested favourite
recipes (any foodies out there want to do six simple recipes a year?), short
quizzes, crosswords and puzzles, simple DIY advice, geeky (tech) advice, crafty
corner etc. You could “own” a subject as a club and share the writing between
members – great PR for your club!
If just six folks step forward with their pieces, it would make such a difference.
You don’t need to be Tolstoy and it doesn’t need to be fancy, just informative
and a bit of fun. If you want to write under a pseudonym that is fine too.
Come on Silverstone, we need you!!
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Annual Village Meeting reports
For those that were unable to attend,
the reports from the annual village
meeting follow.
Parish Council Chair’s Report
Welcome to my annual report as chair
of Silverstone Parish Council. A
clarification; this is a village meeting,
not a parish council meeting. ln order
to avoid repeating items that will be
covered in other reports I will restrict
myself to offering thanks and a few
brief headlines.
Firstly, I would like to thank everyone
who has been involved with maintaining
and improving our parish over the
past year:
• Our working group volunteers.
• Parishioners, who have taken the
time to attend meetings and brought
forward issues for the council to
consider and assist in finding a
resolution.
• Those, who have come to present
to us and to answer our questions.
• Our parish Clerk and the members
of our Parish Council.
• The Parish Council has been working
hard on your behalf over the past year.
I would like thank Anthony Thompson
for his many years of dedicated service
and contribution to the Parish Council.
ln addition to the full Parish Council
there are committees for
• Finance
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•
•

Planning
Leisure enhancement

We also have the following Working
Groups:
• Footpaths (Rights of Way)
• Play Areas
• Neighbourhood Plan,
• Pocket Parks
We also send representatives to
meetings at the SRA, Silverstone Circuit
and MEPC Silverstone Park.
We are very fortunate to have a
volunteer village Litter picker who you
will often see around the village, be sure
to say thanks next time you see him.
Also, a village handy person who
carries out minor works and
maintenance for the Parish, I may
say to a very high standard.
Finally, a big thank you to everyone
involved in beautifying our village
centre during the year. A tonic of
glorious floral planting.
Finance
The Precept for 2020/21 has increased
in line with inflation to £66,476. Further
details in the finance committee report.
Planning
The Silverstone Neighbourhood plan is
nearing its written completion. Further
details in the neighbourhood plan report.
More planning detail to follow in the

Parish Council planning
committee report.
Traffic
The perennial potholes and damaged
road signs were reported through Fix my
Street and were reviewed for progress at
Parish Council meetings. We now have
a 20Mph speed limit along Little London
and repeater signs are to be installed as
a reminder.
Crime
The Parish Council has commissioned
through funding the provision of CCTV
cameras to be placed at the entry points
of the village to assist in crime prevention and prosecution.
Community and Leisure facilities
The SRA and Parish Council are working
actively together to enhance the facility
for all to enjoy. Further details in the
report from the SRA chairman.
The new Brackley Community
Hospital is fast approaching completion
and will play a vital role in the provision
of high-quality healthcare in our area for
decades to come. Further details in
a following report from Caryl Billingham,
chairman of trustees.
James Laband
Silverstone District Councillor’s
Report 2020
Normally in my annual report as your
district councillor I would concentrate
on what has been achieved during the
last 12 months. However, there is quite
a bit to say about what will happen going
forward so here is my short-list of some

of our achievements and I will come on
to the future:
Last year was very good for South
Northamptonshire Council despite
having to end our very fruitful joint
working partnership with Cherwell
District Council. This enabled us to
maintain and, in many cases improve the
service we provided without the need for
extra funding. With that in mind the SNC
part of the Council Tax bill was raised by
2.62% which is £5.00 a year for a Band
D property and is in line with inflation.
I cover this in more detail in my parish
finance report.
Highlights include the £4.5 million
development of the Brackley Leisure
Centre with its 25 metre pool and
investment of more than £1 million for
the Towcester Centre for Leisure. The
Towcester town centre regeneration
around Moat Lane will be completed
before the end of the year. This has seen
a run-down area transformed into some
beautifully designed and built homes
with the Forum civic centre and
state-of-the-art library, landscaped
Mount, a new shopping arcade, the mill
brewery and pub and last but not least,
the Watermeadows which is now public
open space. As part of this we have
acquired and built more car parking
including the short term and long term
car parks in Northampton road, with
about 200 spaces, and the old Coop car
park in the town centre, which is
currently being acquired and improved.
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As portfolio holder for environmental
services I am very proud that we are in
the top ten for recycling in the country
seeing more than 60% of the waste we
collect recycled. We have also set up a
climate change working group to help
reduce the carbon footprint of the
district. This work will go into the new
local government authority which I will
now talk about.
For this coming year, we have a solid
and balanced budget that will deliver
on our commitments with the
continued provision of all our services.
In the meantime we are working to
prepare to align our services and
policies for the future. This is so that
when eventually the new West
Northamptonshire unitary authority is
formed, the transition is as seamless as
possible as far as residents are
concerned. There will ultimately be
changes as some things are done
differently here and in both Daventry
District and Northampton Borough but
the formation of the new authority gives
the opportunity to adopt the best
possible practices and policies for
the future.
This was due to happen on Thursday
May 7th 2020, which would have been
one of the most important dates in the
history of Northamptonshire. It would
have been the day of the election to select the Councillors who create and run
the new unitary authorities of
West Northamptonshire and North
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Northamptonshire. However, due to
the Coronavirus situation the election
has been moved to May 2021 so you
will be hearing much more about it in
due course. The election for the parish
council will also be delayed until then.
Dermot Bambridge
Silverstone Parish Council Finance
Committee Report 2020
As Silverstone Parish Council’s financial
year ends on 31st March and the
accounts are then submitted for
auditing, presenting the Parish Council
Finance Committee report to the Village
Meeting is always frustrating as it takes
place before the accounts can be
audited. This means that the most
recent audited accounts are for the year
that ended in 2019. So, as previously,
I will cover the new budget for the
coming year and compare it with the
previous one that has recently ended.
The noteworthy budget changes for the
coming year include increases of £3,500
towards administration, salary and
expenses plus costs towards the
replacement of the parish clerk. Play
area costs increase by £5,200, mainly for
repairs and maintenance, and mowing is
up by £2,200 to ensure that the village
is kept tidy all year by increasing the
frequency of the cutting.
The Neighbourhood Plan is nearing
completion and it is unlikely the
£15,500 in the budget will be spent in
its entirety. The Working Party has been

economical by using volunteer internal
expertise and calling on professional
colleagues to provide services at
reduced rates, thereby being prudent
with limited resources. A new item
covers the CCTV cameras that will cost
£24,400 with installation but as we will
receive £21,000 towards them from the
New Homes Bonus, the total cost to the
parish will be in the region of £3,400.
The £50,000 budgeted last year for
leisure facility improvements is now in
earmarked reserves for when hopefully
the SNC funding issue is resolved.
There are some savings as well so the
budget for the coming year will
increase by £1,936 or 3% from £64,540
to £66,476. However, because there are
more parish residents than a year ago,
the precept for a Band D property has
dropped from £60.66 by 0.6% to £60.27
so your total contribution to parish costs
will be £1.16 per week.
Although SNC collects the total amount
of council tax, it only keeps 11% and that
part of the council tax bill is increasing
by 2.6% - less than 10 p per week - to
£196.33 per year for a Band D property.
Northamptonshire County Council takes
£1,285.42 - 71% of the share, the Police
and Crime Commissioner £255.04 - 14%
and the Fire Service £61.97 - 4%.
So for the coming year, £1859.42 is the
total amount payable on a Band D
property in Silverstone. The current
amount £1,793.50, which means a
total increase of just under 3.7% or an

increase of £1.27 per week for someone
with such a house.
Dermot Bambridge, Chairman
of Silverstone Parish Council
Finance Committee
Brickle Report for Village Meeting
April 2020
I hope everyone had the opportunity
to see the magnificent display of
snowdrops in Brickle during February
– no need to travel further afield. And
there is still time to see the many spring
bulbs and wild flowers. One advantage
of the extremely wet winter is the pond
is full to overflowing for the first time for
many years.
During the autumn and winter
months the volunteers have been busy
coppicing the blackthorn bushes next
to the meadow area. These will quickly
regenerate with fresh growth, give
space for new plantings and reduce the
amount of shading onto the meadow
area. We have received 30 plug plants
from the Woodland Trust and some of
these will be used in this planting.
This just one example of the many tasks
carried out by the volunteers who help
maintain Brickle as a peaceful haven to
spend time in. Over the years we have
tried to increase the diversity of native
plants especially the trees and
wildflowers by regular plantings. The
volunteers also carry out routine tasks
that include keeping the paths clear,
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strimming, hedge trimming and mowing.
More volunteers are always welcome.
And we would love more help in
particular to record the wildlife in Brickle
either through surveys or photographs.
The volunteers meet on the first
Saturday of the month from around
10 to 12 am. If you would like further
details, contact either Eb Brown or
Jimmy Adams.
Eb Brown
Allotments
The Parish Council has been approached
by Bovis Homes regarding the area of
land on the new Catchyard site that is
designated as allotments. Some time
ago when there was an active village
allotment group seeking suitable land,
the Parish Council approached Bovis
Homes about this but were told that
they were reserved for buyers of the
new homes.
However, things have changed, and
the allotments are now for residents
of the village on a first come, first
served basis. They have now
approached the Parish Council about
taking responsibility for this land through
an Allotment Society. If there are still
members of the original group or others
who are interested, please contact Linda
Paice the Parish Clerk
clerk@silverstonevillage.org.
Silverstone Community Café
The Café is held at the Methodist Chapel
on the 2nd Thursday of most months,
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(we have a break in August). We serve
delicious homemade cakes including
gluten and dairy free and a variety of teas
and coffees from 10am – 2pm. From
noon we serve freshly made soup again
gluten and dairy free available.
Each month the profit from the Café
is given to various local, national and
international groups. Since the Café
reopened in September 2016 until
October 2019 £5347.00 has been given
in this way We have supported Cancer
Research, Preschool, Malawi girls, Space
Time youth club, Clare House, Brickle
pocket park, Village Enhancement,
Macmillan Cancer Care and bought
extra tables for Community use at
the Chapel.
In October, for 10 days we host the
South Northants Art Trail showcasing
local artists work, the Café is open from
10am – 2pm serving cakes, teas and
coffee. In 2019 £437 was sent from the
profits of the Café during these 10 days
to All we Can, the Methodist Relief and
Development Fund for their appeal for
those affected by the hurricane in
the Bahamas.
In December we collect gifts for patients
having to spend Christmas in hospital,
4 huge boxes were taken into
Northampton General in 2019 full of
puzzle books, biscuits, chocolates,
toiletries etc.
The Café is completely run by
volunteers, we are so grateful that they

give up their time each month to help
by shopping, preparing food, serving
the customers, washing and clearing up,
and to those who back up all we do with
prayer. Thank you to you all.
News from the Neighbourhood
Plan Team
In April last year we held our major
Neighbourhood Plan Exhibition in the
main hall of the school. By any measure
this was considered to be an unqualified
success: some 450 residents attended
the week-long Exhibition and over 400
questionnaires were completed and
subsequently analysed by the team. The
Exhibition and the subsequent analysis of
our results were published on the Parish
website in May and November 2019:
www.silverstonevillage.org. We
understand from public participation
figures from other communities
undertaking similar projects up and
down the country that such attendance
rates per capita are at the very high
end of the scale.
The Exhibition would have done
justice to a well-resourced national
developer and was a major technical,
artistic, logistics and personnel effort by
all our unpaid volunteers and, hence, the
team took some well-deserved respite
during the summer.
Since then you might infer that all
has ground to a halt with our
Neighbourhood Plan (NP); but
nothing of the sort! The major task has

been to translate the ambitions in the
village Master Plan Vision presented
at the April Exhibition into a viable and
robust legal Plan which will help
protect our community from large-scale,
unplanned development in coming
decades. The pressures for substantial
new housing growth in our region and
our locality have never been greater:
• The government’s annual housing
target is 300,000 new homes across the
whole of the UK. To put this in a local
context: it took fifty years to complete
some 70,000 new homes in Milton
Keynes. But this was a government-led
project with land acquired and
controlled by government and large,
individual housing contracts of up to
3,000 units. So 300,000 homes
represents a building rate of four
and a quarter times that of a Milton
Keynes………....per annum.
• The central plank of government’s
planning advice/instruction to local
authorities is to place green issues and
sustainability at the heart of decision
making on the location of new housing
development. One of the key factors
is that housing and jobs should be
co-located in order to reduce travel
and to cut carbon emissions. We have
a major employment generator within
and adjoining our Parish boundary.
• The Catchyard development was
allowed because it was, consequently,
deemed to be ‘sustainable’ in light of the
above. (It was therefore ironic that the
homes were advertised as ‘…highly
suitable for commuters…’)
Silverstone News & Views | 47

• In the A43 we have a high capacity
highway with efficient access to a
burgeoning jobs market
• We now find ourselves within the
‘Oxford to Cambridge Arc’ which is
where government has decided to make
a massive infrastructure and housing’/
jobs initiative. Whilst the major corridor
is likely to be located just to the South
of us (Oxford-Bicester-Winslow-Milton
Keynes) Silverstone might be regarded
(by some!) to be a ‘node’ in the arc:
• We are, after all, the epicentre of
‘Motorsport Valley’
• The implications of local
government re-organisation in our area
remain something of an unknown but,
with increasing centralisation, perhaps
remotely Northampton-based, it is
difficult to be optimistic
• Finally, it is not generally realised that
our national planning system is in a very
poor shape. Successive governments of
every hue have tampered with it to such
an extent that staff morale is at a very
low ebb and the protection which it used
to offer to our lovely English countryside
has been much diluted.
• These are indeed happy days for land
speculators in our region! It is therefore
essential for us as a community to put in
place the very best safeguards which we
can muster in order to confront these
potential external threats. In short we
need an antidote to the pressures listed
above and we need to ‘….get the
Neighbourhood Plan done….’ and
formally approved as the legal, planning
instrument which protects our Parish.
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So, our efforts over winter have been
geared to doing precisely that with
the aid of our team and advisers. The
NP is much more than an odd
collection of pretty drawings. It requires
a very detailed, written policy document,
solid research results, lots of evidence to
support our assertions and an array
of planning and design guidance
which will steer the form of all future
development in our Parish in the coming
decades. The written report which forms
the substance of the NP runs to some
350 pages. Think of the novel ‘War and
Peace’, with some 2-300 maps, plans,
drawings, photographs, sketches and
illustrations all incorporated!
The central pillar of our NP is the
identification of the precious areas of
countryside within and adjoining our
village as we presented last April. But,
as we stressed then, if we attempted to
produce a Plan which sought to achieve
‘no further development anywhere, ever’
it would fail all government tests and
would simply be rejected out of hand;
it simply is not realistic. Hence, we
needed to allocate appropriate areas for
residential development in sustainable,
non-sensitive areas in our NP and these
were shown on our Master Plan
Vision drawing.
An updated version of this plan
incorporating comments received at the
Exhibition and new information is
available on the electronic copy of N & V
on the village website. This is a very long
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term Plan which assumes only an
‘organic’ growth of the village. A Phase
One area will consequently be
delineated as a proportion of the
allocated area(s) for development
over the next fifteen years or so.
Another important strand to our work
is to consider how the village can be
enhanced and, in particular, to identify
site(s) for the development over coming
years for renewed and wholly new
village facilities (Village Hall, Health
Centre, Chemist, Convenience Store,
Sheltered Housing etc.). We have always
seen the NP as a vehicle to facilitate the
delivery of such important ingredients
into our village; we propose the
deployment of planning gain from any
future residential development as the
‘engine’ to deliver these facilities and to
upgrade, enhance, beautify and ‘green’
our Parish. To that end we have been
actively seeking to collaborate with
key stakeholders and affected
landowners to put in place a mechanism
for implementing these key projects in a
reasonable time frame. The concept of a
collaborative ‘Silverstone Development
Partnership’ has therefore been floated
and to date we have had some limited
success in this area and the work is very
much ‘in-progress’ with our future
‘village partners’.
Our written work is now complete and,
at the time of writing (February) there
are just a few remaining drawings to
finalise. The whole draft Neighbourhood

Plan will then be presented to the Parish
Council for comment and approval in
April. After that there will follow a series
of statutory steps which a NP is required
to pursue. Principal amongst these is
the publication of the draft Plan on
South Northants Council’s website for
statutory and general public consultation
and comment.
Following the consideration of comment
and the incorporation of amendments
South Northants will then take up the
initiative, sending the draft document
in its entirety to be scrutinised by a
government Planning Examiner. The
conclusion will be for SNC to organise
a referendum in the village which will
decide whether the Plan proceeds to
legal adoption. ‘War and Peace’ indeed;
but we’re hoping and planning for peace,
success and an exciting future for
our village!
SNPWP
Olney Meadow Pocket Park
Volunteers Group
Regular maintenance of Olney
Meadow such as the paths, edges,
hedges, copses, stream, picnic table and
benches has continued throughout the
year, although hampered by wet weather
over the winter months.
Thank you, to Phil Hinton for again
cutting all the hedges he can by
tractor, and for contractors Martin
Simons and Son for their regular grass
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cuts throughout the season.
Saturday work parties have cleared the
pond and carried out the annual hay
rake. We were very pleased to have
16volunteers for the hay rake this year
and the accompanying brunch was
enjoyed by all.
A regular record of the flowering plants
has continued to be kept (77 different
species recorded this year) but we would
love someone to offer to record or even
photograph, some of the visiting animals
for us (birds, butterflies, frogs etc) and to
help with identifying grasses.
We participated in the ‘welcome to new
residents’ evening held in the chapel
in October and were able to introduce
Olney Meadow to a number of old
residents, although not many new.
New volunteers to join us are always
very welcome.
Planning Committee Report
Planning Committee meetings take
place immediately prior to the main
Parish Council meeting on the second
Monday of each month OR they may be
called as an extraordinary meeting
during the months of August and
December when the PC does not usually
meet and where there may be a need for
comment. If a planning application is for
more than 4 houses, then this is referred
to the main council meeting as being of
significant interest to the whole Parish.
Notice of meetings will be displayed
on the Parish Council Noticeboard and
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agendas appear on the Parish Council
website www.silverstonevillage.org.
All types of applications are considered,
e.g. an extension to an existing
building; work on trees; a new
building; public signs – the extent and
variety are endless. However, the
committee is only able to consider
either supporting or raising objections
(sometimes suggesting amendments)
on planning policy grounds. The
controlling authority is currently South
Northamptonshire Council who can
choose to either take on board or ignore
our comments.
Anyone who has a pending planning
application or who wishes to know more
may attend the meetings as an observer.
You may or may not be asked to speak if
there are details which are not obvious
from the paperwork (which can be seen
by all on the Planning Application Portal).
If anyone has objections to a particular
application, they may register those
objections through the same
mechanism.
The advice of the Planning Committee
is – should you wish to make a planning
application, it is always best to speak
with SNC planning officers beforehand
so are made aware of any restrictions
which may apply.

South Northants
Neighbourhood Teams
Each quarter we seek
public opinion in
relation to what concerns
you most within your Community. These
opinions are gathered via surveys and
we promote these using social media
and Neighbourhood Alert. Over the last
year the surveys have highlighted theft
from vehicles and drugs use/supply as
the most significant areas of concern.
As such these are issues that you can
expect the South Northants
Neighbourhood Teams (NPTs) to be
working on. Another topic that features
frequently is ‘Police visibility’, especially
for rural Communities, and there has
been a renewed interest in parishes
sponsoring their own Police Community
Support Officer (PCSO).
A sponsored PCSO is paid for by the
parish and their sole responsibility is for
that parish area. This means that the
officer will focus their daily activities on
issues and concerns as identified by that
Community. The officer works as part
of the larger Neighbourhood Team
and as such can rely on their team
colleagues to also be involved in solving
more significant issues that may arise
within the area. If you would like more
information regarding sponsoring a
PCSO please contact the team. We
already have a number of sponsored
PCSO posts around the county for
examples of the effectiveness of
the scheme.

In January officers from NPT, Criminal
Investigation, Crime Prevention and
Rural Crime Team hosted an event in
Brackley in order to offer the public an
opportunity to view recovered tools
that had been stolen from vehicles. This
followed the convictions of a family of
criminals who had been responsible for
hundreds of offences within Daventry
and South Northants. The event was well
attended, and a number of tools were
able to be identified and will be reunited
with their owners. The event also offered
the opportunity to view and sign up to
a number of crime prevention methods
such as marking of property and
registering with a new application called
‘Tool Watch’. Further information
regarding Tool Watch can be found here:
www.toolwatchapp.com
South Northants NPT officers have been
working closely with the County’s Rural
Crime Team to tackle the recent rise in
burglaries and thefts from isolated rural
locations. The team also has two
volunteers who focus on visiting
vulnerable locations to increase
awareness of crime trends, crime
prevention measures and improve
confidence in reporting suspicious
behaviour. Your NPT officers spend a
considerable amount of time looking
into recent offences and reports of
suspicious activity, reviewing CCTV,
analysing trends and using local
knowledge to build a picture of who may
be committing these offences. Improved
Community networking has led to an
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increase in reporting of behaviour that
may be pre-cursory to committing an
offence. This allows officers to focus
patrols to disrupt, deter and detect
criminal activity.
Over recent weeks there have been
some significant spikes in thefts of
trailers, quad bikes and other agricultural
equipment and tools. The Rural Crime
Team review all of these offences
and, in conjunction with the
Neighbourhood Teams are regularly in
contact with neighbouring forces to
share information and intelligence. NPT
and Rural Crime Officers have recovered
a number of high value stolen vehicles
and items of machinery over the last 9
months following TRAKA activations or
reports from members of the public.
These have included caravans,
horseboxes, quad bikes, diggers, cars
etc. There have been a number of
locations identified within South
Northants where stolen property has
been found to be stored. We continue
to appeal for vigilance, especially in areas
that are; isolated and where there is land
showing activity but no one knows who
owns it, or where occupants appear to
have a constant flow of items that do
not appear consistent with their
usual business.
Two men from Towcester are
currently under investigation following a
series of thefts from vehicles within the
town. These men are believed to have
exploited the opportunities provided
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by vehicles being left unlocked or with
valuable property on display. We
cannot emphasise enough the
importance of removing property and
locking your vehicle. CCTV has shown
us that offenders will try a car door and
if found to be locked and empty vehicle
will then move on. Unlocked vehicles
are entered and searched and those with
visible property are broken into. CCTV
has proved to be an excellent tool in
identifying the activity of these offenders
and there are many affordable options.
You can also assist in investigations by
registering the fact that you have CCTV
when signing up to Neighbourhood
Alert. This allows the Police to quickly
identify potential CCTV opportunities
when investigating a crime.
We often see comments on social media
regarding a lack of Police in an area or
that a crime would have been prevented
if there were more Police about. We also
note comments such as ‘there’s no
Police so why bother reporting it’. All
communities have a Neighbourhood
Policing Team. Some teams are bigger
than others due to area trends and
demographics, but all are available to
tackle issues identified as an area of
concern by the community. Many issues
go unreported and as such Police are
not aware. You have an opportunity to
shape Policing activity by reporting the
issues that affect you; including those
daily ongoing situations that are
considered as anti-social behaviour.
If you are not telling Police that there

is a problem in your part of the
community then we will be focusing
our resources elsewhere where an
issue has been identified.
Crime will always happen due to
constantly changing social and
economic factors but we can be better
prepared to fight it as a cohesive
community. Please support those people
that work within your Community such
as Emergency Services, Neighbourhood
Watch, Street Watch, clubs and
organisations and help us make the
area less attractive to criminals.
Your Neighbourhood Teams are based
within the Community at Brackley and
Towcester and are often the first port
of call for an emergency as the closest
Police resource. The teams also have a
wealth of other responsibilities in respect
of safeguarding vulnerable people,
working with educational
establishments, crime investigation
and intelligence gathering. PCSO Kev
Thompson joined the team during 2019
and became a dedicated Schools
Officer in order to efficiently capture
the ear of 1000’s of primary age children
within South Northants. Kev has over 72
schools within his remit and delivers a
huge range of key messages and safety
presentations to 100’s of children each
week. These include drugs & county
lines, knife crime, road safety, online
safety, Crime Stoppers and Fearless.
Many children have dubbed him ‘PC
Kev’ and feedback has hugely positive
in terms of the effectiveness of the

messages he delivers. Kev has
school appointments booked in
throughout 2020.
We use social media (Twitter:
@SthNorthantsNPT and Facebook:
‘Daventry and South Northants
Neighbourhood Policing Team’) and
Neighbourhood Alert in order to inform
you about crime and incidents relevant
to your area and some of the work
that the team undertake – Please see
recent updates on catalytic convertor
thefts and recovery of stolen property.
Unfortunately there are a lot of aspects
of our work that we cannot report on
due to the vulnerabilities of the persons
involved. You can also follow the work
of our Rural Crime Team via Twitter:
@hutch472 & @NorPolRural
Neighbourhood Alert is an email
messaging system that all Schools,
Parish Councils, Neighbourhood Watch
and community members can sign up
to. Register your email address to
receive up to date information.
Sign up to Neighbourhood Alert
Messaging System at:
www.northamptonshireneighbourhoodalert.co.uk
Towcester & Brackley currently have
Street Watch schemes. Street Watch
is the equivalent of a mobile
Neighbourhood Watch. It can cover the
entire Community and members help
tackle issues such as; vandalism,
anti-social behaviour, drug abuse and
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dog fouling. If you are interested in
helping your community and joining
your local Street Watch Scheme
please contact a member of the
Neighbourhood team.
Should you wish to discuss a particular
issue or meet a member of the NPT
then please contact either team via:
NT-SouthNorthantsBrackley@pnn.police.
uk or NT-SouthNorthantsTowcester@
pnn.police.uk
Reporting an issue or crime to the Police
can be made in a number of ways. This
includes ringing 101 or online. Northants
Police’s new website also offers a
reporting system for
• A road traffic incident
• Missing person – no immediate harm
• Terrorist activity
• Fingerprints appointments –
this could be asked for when
travelling abroad
• Hate Crime/ Incident
So that your report can be managed as
quickly as possible, it’s important to
consider the following information and
have it ready to provide:
• the date and time the crime
happened
• the location, such as address or road
name along with the town or village
• a description of any people involved
• the details of any witnesses
or suspects
• if you think there’s any other
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evidence such as forensic evidence
or mobile phone footage
• if there is clear CCTV footage of the
offence being committed
Useful Links
Northamptonshire Police Website:
www.northants.police.uk
Check if a vehicle is taxed or untaxed
and report if necessary:
vehicleenquiry.service.gov.uk
Useful link for all matters related to
driving: http://think.direct.gov.uk/
Please use this link to support your
children’s safety:
http://talesoftheroad.direct.gov.uk/
This link will provide you with useful
information to help protect yourself from
scams: https://www.citizensadvice.org.
uk/consumer/scams/spotting-a-scam/
Trading Standards – Advice and help for
consumers – Don’t get caught out, find
an approved trader:
http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/
en/councilservices/Community/trading/
Pages/default.aspx
Contact Crime Stoppers anonymously
about crime:
https://crimestoppers-uk.org/
Fearless - a site where young people can
access non-judgmental information and
advice about crime:

https://www.fearless.org/
Report to South Northants Council - Fly
tipping, dog fouling, street lights, Litter,
noise pollution and other issues:
www.southnorthants.gov.uk
Advice on boundary disputes with
neighbours:
http://www.rics.org/uk/knowledge/consumer-guides/boundary-disputes-guide/
Street Doctor:
http://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/
councilservices/northamptonshire-highways/roads-and-streets/Pages/reporthighway-problem.aspx
Thank you from South Northants
Neighbourhood Policing Teams
Silverstone Gardening Club Annual
Report 2019
Silverstone Gardening Club provided a
full programme of talks, events and visits
for the enjoyment of its members and
guests during 2019. The programme
of speakers was warmly welcomed
by those attending the presentations
and covered a wide range of
gardening-related topics.
Our Spring Show was a great success
with a wonderful display of colourful
entries including spring flowers,
domestic baking and a photographic
section. The plant bring-and-buy
evening provided the opportunity for
members to share their surplus plants
and has become a very popular event.

The bi-annual Weekend Away, this year
in Sussex, was expertly organised by a
small team of members and proved to
be another highly successful mini-break.
Other visits included a tour of Delapre
Abbey, Northampton, and a coach
outing to the Flower Show at
RHS Wisley.
The Club has now taken the lead in
organising the wonderful ‘Silverstone
in Colour’ planting which is there to
promote the enjoyment of gardening
and for the benefit of the whole village.
Financial support has been gratefully
received from Linnell Bros., MEPC
and the Methodist Chapel. The
Parish Council has helped with obtaining
grants, support from Silverstone Circuit
has been offered, and Crofts Stores
have generously donated from their
community fund. A weekly rota for
watering and dead heading was quickly
filled. We feel certain that the general
enthusiasm for the scheme will continue
and be well supported by villagers old
and new.
The Club programme for 2020 is again
full and varied and will include the
bi-annual Open Gardens when any profit
made will be donated to the Cynthia
Spencer Hospice, Northampton.
The Club is however trying to address
the problem of a lack of members willing
to join the Committee and whilst the
meetings are very well attended it would
be an enormous help to have a full
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committee to help with organising
such a varied programme. We continue
to meet on the last Monday of most
months of the year where we are always
happy to welcome new members
and guests.
Heather Illingworth
Chairman
Silverstone WI Report
Monthly meetings – Second Tuesday
of the Month at 7.30 pm (Except August
and December) Venue - St Michael’s
Church Rooms.
		
Silverstone Women’s Institute had a
busy year in 2019. In our monthly
meetings we hosted a variety of
speakers on subjects such as Bees, Wax
and Honey, Blood Bikers, Feeling Good,
Looking Great, The Silverstone
Heritage Centre and the various fund
raising activities of Colin Bycroft. We also
held a Fitsteps evening at the Chapel.
We arranged 2 trips. in May, some of
the WI members and friends went on
an evening trip to Saxby Cider Farm. In
September we visited Kew Gardens to
see the Chihuly Glass Exhibition.
Every second Tuesday in August we
hold an evening Village Walk to ensure
the footpaths are kept open and are
accessible. The walk ended last year
with refreshments at the SRA.
We have a varied programme for 2020
and so far this year we have been
informed about Dogs for Good by Helen

Butcher who was accompanied by one
of her breeding dogs Edna a very friendly
golden retriever.
In February, 2 members of the
Voice Northamptonshire, (a
confidential service which offers
support to victims and witnesses who
have been affected by crime), gave us a
very informative talk.
The March meeting started by a
presentation of a cheque for £500 from
Sally Cann and Matthew Croft from Nisa
Making a Difference Locally. Some of
this money will be used for a wall plaque
for the memorial garden to mark the
fact that Silverstone WI have maintained
the garden since May 1973. The
remaining money will be used for
community projects.
The speaker Ginny Davis told us about
various aspects of her life which
included her time as a Barrister and
performing at the Edinburgh Fringe and
many more amusing stories.
Programme for the remainder of 2020
• 14 April is a debate evening with
Northampton WI Advisers talking about
Resolutions that go forward to the
National WI AGM.
• 12 May, Gerald Lovell, ‘Silverstone
during WWII’.
• 9 June - Social Evening.
• 14 July, Anne Webb
‘Forensic Science’.
• 8 September, Carol Tosh, a craft
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evening ‘What can you do with a 		
piece of paper’.
• 13 October - Annual Meeting
• 10 November, Karen Fanning ‘An
Actor’s Life for me’.
• 8 December, Christmas Party.

• Birmingham Jewellery Quarter, date
to be decided.
Non-members are welcome to come
along to the meetings first meeting £1
for refreshments and then for a further
2 meetings for a cost of £4 per meeting.

We regularly collect for Towcester
Food Bank
Silverstone WI currently has 43 members

Any person interested in finding more
about Silverstone WI please contact:
Linda Bain, President 01327 858279
linda.bain64@gmail.com.

The 2 planned trips for 2020
• Belvoir Castle, Monday May 4t

Helen Rothery, Secretary 07969 396304
hdrothery@hotmail.com

Is it Catchyard or Cat’s Yard?
Early maps show Catchyard but later
maps prefer Cat’s Yard. Two twentieth
century residents confirm the
naming of Cat’s Yard with one having
it on their birth certificate.

The answer to that age old question
has been the conversation in
Silverstone for many years, on the
streets and in the pubs. Currently
Catch Yard is current name for the old
farm house but it has always changed
between Catchyard and Cat’s Yard.
Catchyard is thought to derive from
the belief the deer of the Whittlewood
Forest were corralled and driven into
Catchyard for the annual cull. The
alternative story presents the belief the
farm was over-populated by cats.
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It is not unusual for names to change
over the years hence our village being
called Silverstone, Silverstone, Silston,
and Silson.
Gerald Lovell

Learn to drive with

RIGHT-RESULT
Driving School
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Patient & Friendly Instructor
Lessons from £20/hour
DSA Registered & Approved
Ford Fiesta with Dual Controls
Local Instructor for 7 Years
Silverstone, Towcester & Villages
Intensive Courses Available

•

Like ‘Right Result Driving School’ on Facebook

www.right-result.net

07799 814 614
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Be ‘In to Win’
My role on the cabinet of South Northants Council includes responsibility for
waste collection and recycling. I am proud to say that this district – thanks to
you the residents – is one of the best performing for recycling. In fact we are
the 9th best district or borough in the country with more than 60% of the waste
we collect recycled and of that about 12,000 tonnes a year is food waste.
Food recycling is one of the most important areas and also one of the most
efficient in terms of recycling. The contents of your little grey caddy go into an
anaerobic digester near Oxford. Here your leftovers are turned into gas, which
powers electricity generators that feed into the national grid, and the remaining
sludge is spread over local fields by farmers. Another benefit which may surprise
you is that experience shows that when households start food recycling they are
surprised by how much they throw away. Many families have accordingly taken
more care about their food shopping and reduced the amount they buy by as
much as 40%.
To encourage greater use of food recycling, South Northants Council runs a
competition called ‘In to Win’. To take part you sign-up on the website
feedyourcaddy.co.uk and you then receive a welcome pack with a sticker to
put on your outside silver food caddy and some useful information. Just make
sure you put your food waste caddy out for collection, with the sticker on it, as
normal each week and you could win. Prizes include vouchers for local shops
and restaurants, free leisure centre passes, experiences and days out. The
scheme was launched in 2015 and since then 200 people from 65 different
Northamptonshire towns and villages – including Silverstone - have
claimed prizes.

Silverstone WI
The February meeting of Silverstone WI heard a fantastic talk from Voice
(Northamptonshire). Leanne and Fiona spoke passionately about their
organisation, set up through the Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner’s Office,
to offer support to anyone who has been a victim of crime or a serious accident.
They wish their message to reach as wide an audience as possible so, if you are
a member of an organisation beyond Silverstone, they would love you to make
contact and arrange an opportunity for them to address other audiences.

Have you been a victim of crime, serious fire
incident or road traffic collision?
Voice is a free, confidential support
service for anyone affected by crime,
serious fire incident or serious road
traffic collision in Northamptonshire.
Our services are available to anyone,
whether the crime or incident has been
reported to police or not and regardless
of when or where it happened - Voice
is here to help and support you to cope,
recover and thrive.
We know that crime can affect you in a variety of different ways. Our specially
trained support workers will work with you to understand the specific support
you require, to listen and help you make sense of what you’ve been through and
we support people who have been a victim, witness or affected by a serious road
traffic collision, as well as their friends and their families.
We can provide a safe, neutral place for you to voice your fears, worries and
emotions. Our emotional support is independent, free, confidential and
non-judgemental. Where more specialist support is required, we will assist you
to find the most appropriate service provider for your needs. We can help with
tasks such as filling out forms (for example, compensation claims), providing
you with home security measures (such as window alarms), and supplying you
with personal attack alarms. We can also provide you with a range of crime
prevention advice and help you through the criminal justice system over the
course of any proceedings. We’ll give you all the information you need to
understand your options and next steps.
If you know someone who is in need of support, please ask them to get in
touch: Call: 0300 303 1965 Web: www.voicenorthants.org
Voice is bought to you by the Northamptonshire Police, Fire and
Crime commissioner.
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Silverstone News & Views is funded by Silverstone Parish Council and delivered
free to 99% of the houses in the village. The few outlying residents outside the
main village confines, are able to pick up a free copy from Crofts Stores.
Editorial Content
Annie Rickard, 58 High Street, Silverstone, NN12 8US. Tel 858371
silverstonenewsandviews@gmail.com
Pat Daly, 21 Hillside Avenue, Silverstone, NN12 8UR. Tel 857067
daly.verdala@btinternet.com
Design & Print
Rosanne Marriott, 23 High Street, Silverstone, NN12 8US. Tel 856752
rosanne@silverstonedesignsolutions.com
Distribution
Phil Reddall, 2 Walnut Close, Silverstone, NN12 8TU. Tel 857938
phil.reddall@gmail.com
News & Views is published 6 times a year, in February, April, June, August,
October and December. Copy date is 15th of preceding month.

Deadline for June Edition – 15th May 2020

Advertising Rates 2020

Full page
Half page
1/3 page
1/4 page

Parish based
businesses
£30
£20
£15
£12

Non-Parish based
businesses
£40
£30
£25
£20

All prices are per issue. Bulk buy 6 editions in advance and only pay for five.
All advertisements are invoiced and settlement is required before cut off.
Contact Annie for more information.
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