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News & Views

Important action required on Neighbourhood Plan
Spring has sprung in Silverstone
Croft Stores receives well-earned
award!
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Musings from the Ed
There is nothing quite like the sun
peeping through to lift the soul out of
the winter blues. It is great to see the
snowdrops, crocus, daffodils and other
spring plants starting to appear and
put colour back in our daily view.

A rather “Dallas” moment from
Silverstone Amateur Dramatics who
appear to be having a “stepped out of
the shower” moment (some of you
may need to ask your parents about
that one!).

It is also nice to see people emerging
from their homes, walking and
greeting one another across the street,
lawnmowers buzzing and the sound
of hosepipes washing cars. It is lovely
to see pictures of the flora and fauna
appearing of our wonderful Brickle
and Olney Meadows pocket parks
both in this edition and on the village
Facebook pages.

And some great quizzes and tips from
our usual suspects.

This is our usual bumper April edition.
I don’t know why this one is always a
biggie but we have some great stories
to share with you:

Get in touch by emailing
silverstonenewsandviews@gmail.com

We are still looking for contributors
for future editions, including tech tips,
recipes/baking, contributions from our
younger residents and anything you
can think of that will make our News &
Views reflect the diversity of talent we
have in the village.

The Neighbourhood Plan team need
your feedback - you can read more
towards the centre pages of this
edition. It is really important that we all
contribute our thoughts to the plans
that affect the village, especially as it
concerns expansion, housing
and facilities.
Wonderful news about Croft Stores
being recognised for all their work for
the village and its residents.
Snow moon over Silverstone
Credit: Sue
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How many dogs does it take to change a
lightbulb?
Golden Retriever. The sun is shining, the day is young, we have the whole of
our lives ahead of us and you are worried about a stupid burned-out bulb?
Border Collie. Just one. Then I will replace any wiring that is not up to
regulations.
Dachshund. You know I can’t reach that stupid bulb!
Rottweiler. Make me.
Boxer. Who cares? I can still play with my squeaky toys in the dark.
Labrador. Oh, me, me, me!!! Pleeeeeeeeeeeese let me change the light bulb!
Can I? Can I? Huh? Please, please pleeeeease?!
German Shepherd. I’ll change it as soon as I’ve led these people from the dark,
check and make sure I haven’t missed any, and make one more perimeter patrol
to see that no one has tried to take advantage of the situation.
Jack Russell. I’ll just pop it in while I’m bouncing off the walls and furniture.
Old English Sheepdog. Light bulb? I’m sorry but I don’t see a lightbulb.
Husky. I will sing it back into light. Siiiiiiing aaaaaaaaaaa
soooooooooooooooong.
Cocker Spaniel. Why change it? I can still pee on the carpet in the dark.
Pointer. I see it, there it is, right there….
Greyhound. It is not moving. Who cares?
St Bernard. Jush lemme finish this brrrrandy.
Australian Shepherd. First, I’ll put all the lightbulbs in a little circle….
Poodle. I will just blow in the Border Collie’s ear and he’ll do it. By the time he
finishes rewiring the house, my nails will be dry.
The cat’s answer. Dogs do not change lightbulbs. Humans change lightbulbs.
So, the real question is; how long will it be before I can expect some light, some
dinner and a massage?
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Was it a dream??!!
Silverstone Amateur Dramatics (SADs)
put on a spectacular pantomime
which defied the imagination. The
audiences were stunned into silence.
The 2021 theme was a variation on
popular television shows “Britain’s got
Strictly comes Baking Garden Rescue
under Water on Ice”. The shows were
produced by Jacques Cousteau and
Marcel Marceau was the prompt and
technical director.
The audiences were instructed not to
laugh at any of the jokes. One member
cruelly commented that this was no
change to the normal.
The cast excelled themselves and were
word perfect. Their positioning on
stage and ability to pick up cues were
exceptional, and everyone exploited
the opportunities to over play their
role. There were too many starring
performances, but special mention
must go to:
• Linda Wallen - who amazed with
an unexpected addition to her 		
repertoire as “Northern Woman”
• Alex Graham - who started a
serious debate as to which of an
alligator or grizzly bear would win
in a fight? This was scene three in
the show. Would they meet in the
real world?
• John Fowler - for emerging from
the ocean in a white bikini reminiscent
of Ursula Andress in Dr No, until he
realised that his bikini had been knitted
and was drooping in the most
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inappropriate of places
• Lauren Leeson - for the best
overall performance and drinking the
bar dry of Prosecco to celebrate
• Hannah Lovell - for being the
only adult light enough to be zip wired
across the hall
• Elaine Dyer - for yet again
producing the stylish back drops
• Claire Payne - for creative and
liberal use of material and colours to
create all of the costumes
• Richard Parker - for managing to
get the lighting and sound effects to
work in the underwater scenes
• Michelle Webb - for putting up
with everyone
Apologies to everyone else that was
involved. If you did not get a mention,
then please speak with Michelle
(good luck!)
Unfortunately owing to a technical
problem the camera, used to take
action shots, was not as waterproof as
the description. No pictures are
available from the 2021 production.
What is next? SADs will be back with a
bumper pantomime in 2022. Definitely
the best in South Northamptonshire.
Rehearsals will start in the autumn of
2021 - new members of all ages and
abilities are welcome to come along.
A Nonny Mouse –
Theatre Critic / Impresario / Part time
presenter of various television
talentless shows

Your local graphic design,
print and web design company.
silverstonedesignsolutions.com

Logo Design | Leaﬂets | Websites | Adverts | Books
Exhibition banners | Posters | Booklets | Brochures
S I LV E R S T O N E

01327 856752
rosanne@silverstonedesignsolutions.com
www.silverstonedesignsolutions.com

Silverstone Design Solutions
Wildwood Studio, 23 High Street, Silverstone, Northants NN12 8US
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Silverstone Gardening Club
It has been a joy to walk around the
village these past few weeks and see
the emergence of so many snowdrops
closely followed by bright spring bulbs.
Brickle Pocket Park was a carpet of
white snowdrops and provided a
wonderful space for contemplating
how amazing the world of nature can
be. It is also a timely reminder that we
can lift, split and replant clumps
of bulbs.
The milder
days which
followed the
blanket of
snow gave
gardeners
the perfect
opportunity
to make a
start on
Credit: Gavin O’Shea
preparations
for the true onset of spring, and for
many of us it was a pleasure to be
outside amongst the snowdrops,
hellebores and crocuses, whilst
taking in the perfume of sarcococca
and daphne blossoms. The welcome
warmth certainly woke up the hungry
solitary bees in anticipation of
finding a nectar feast – and they
weren’t disappointed as can be seen
from the accompanying photos. Frogs
have returned to the ponds and the
resulting spawn hopefully means an
abundance of slug-hungry froglets.
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Nothing is worse for a keen gardener
than to find a treasured plant
decimated by a slug or snail attack.
Following advice from the UK expert
committee on pesticides and the
Health and Safety Executive (HSE),
the Government now considers that
metaldehyde poses an unacceptable
risk to birds and mammals and will be
phased out by 31 March 2022; this
has been welcomed by organic
gardeners to help in the reduction
of chemicals harmful to our friendly
insect populations.
It is interesting to hear about the
many ways used to try and keep
tender plants from being a slug
and snail banquet. Some folk are
torchlight searchers, hand-picking
the little monsters as they emerge
at night. Others have tried the
scooped-out half of orange,
grapefruit or melon method, spent
coffee grounds, an application of
slug nematodes, and a favourite
seeming to be a beer pool (although

I tend to think this could be because
only a small amount of beer is
required, so consequently being
necessary to drink the remainder!).
A recent Royal Horticultural Society
report though appears to find no
reduction in slug damage from
barriers made of copper tape, bark
mulch, eggshells, sharp grit or
wool pellets, which no doubt is a
disappointing result for those who
wish to dispense with chemicals.
No doubt innovative solutions will
continue to be trialled but as we await
in anticipation of success we should
remember to encourage hungry birds,
hedgehogs and frogs into our
gardens to help make an impact on
unwelcome pest invasions.
The Club’s Annual Spring Show will
be “what the village would have seen if
the Show had taken place!” Photos
of spring flowers and arrangements
will be displayed on our website
(www.silverstonegardeningclub.org)
from 3 April 2021 so everyone can still
enjoy the wonderful colours of spring,
albeit in a virtual format.
This year could once again see a
surge in the number of budding
gardeners as so many people have had
time to think about making a special
and beautiful area outside. With this
in mind, the Gardening Club intend to
hold their popular Plant Bring-andBuy on Saturday 8 May 2021 outside
St Michael’s Church, proceeds from

which will be used for Silverstone
Flowers to enhance the centre of our
village for all to enjoy.
Silverstone Open Gardens will take
place on Sunday 27 June 2021 so
please put a note in your diary – it is
a great opportunity to wander around
the village and meet people who are
happy to share their varied and
delightful gardens whilst raising
money for Cynthia Spencer Hospice,
Northampton.

St Michael’s Church will also have a
plant stall at the Plant Bring-and-Buy,
and on Open Gardens day they will
be supplying welcome refreshments
which will also enable funds to be
raised for our beautiful church.
Please keep an eye on our website
for relevant information and Club
contact details.
Heather Illingworth
Chairman
Silverstone Gardening Club
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Silverstone Recreational Association
Annual General Meeting

Wednesday 14th April 2021
Starting at 19.30
This will be held by Zoom. If you would like to attend, then please notify
me by text and I will send log in details to you
John Fowler
07860 301849

Towcester Camera Club
Towcester Camera Club which would
normally be meeting in Silverstone has
started 2021 in strong form. We have a
friendly and enthusiastic membership,
which has bonded further through the
ZOOM era and through the socially
distanced photo walks of last
summer – which we will hopefully put
in place again this summer. There is a
good range and depth of work being
produced and share within the Club.
This is the essence of what our Club
is about: irrespective of starting point,
what can we learn and what can we
share. Our current ‘normal’ home is in
Silverstone, where we look forward to
returning when safe to do so.
The addition of monthly “TCC Extra”
sessions is now embedded, with a
rolling quarterly programme of
“Camera Club Surgery”, “Monthly
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Challenge Review” and “Competition/
Portfolio Readiness” on top of
regular bi-weekly meetings. These
speak to every level of photographer
and augment the normal variety of
external speakers, member
presentations, practicals and other
sessions. Our first “Surgery” session
generated more questions than our
panel and members had time to
debate, and in our February session
we added a technical spotlight on
‘metering’ – one of those areas that
can trip people up. Our monthly
challenge themes: “Multiple Exposure”,
“Still Life” and “Minimalism/ Simplicity”
produced some outstanding images
and we are currently mid-way through
the latest set: “Winter” (for which
we have had plenty of opportunity!),
“Indoor Flash with Movement”” and
“Panoramas”. The idea is to just have a

go at themes that may be outside our
particular comfort zone and, by doing
so, to understand our cameras better.

which is always instructive in seeing
what is trending/ developing at
the moment.

So far this year we have been taken by
members on a welcome virtual tour: a
fascinating insight into the landscape,
architecture, flora and fauna of Saudi
Arabia; a wildlife tour of the world;
gorgeous landscape views from the
Lake District and The Dark Peak; plus
cute lion cubs and other gorgeous
captures in “Kenya on a Whim”. We
have had a brilliant talk “Smart
Shooting Part One” from Bob B
rind-Surch – a fantastic technical
tutor – and he will return in October
to deliver Part 2. By the time you read
this, we will have had the brilliant
Justin Minns presenting his
landscape images of East Anglia.
More experienced members
have been preparing to test their
images against other Club
photographers around the country,

The fully updated club website details
our upcoming programme at
www.towcestercameraclub.co.uk ,
demonstrating a range of speakers and
events to suit all levels. Indeed, our
membership of 50 ranges from
beginner to professional and everything between – the focus being on
sharing and improvement for all - and
challenge for those who want to
be competitive.
We have committed to a programme
of ZOOM presentations and Club
nights until July but hope and intend
to fit in practical sessions and photo
walks as and when we can – and
hopefully throughout the summer.
Not only have we found that virtual
Zoom meetings have enabled us
to access speakers who would

Image Courtesy Justin Mins
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normally not be available to us, it has
also given greater flexibility simply and
clearly to review digital images on our
dedicated sharing platform, and it has
given the facility to share resources
to demonstrate techniques so that
we can continue to learn together.
Occasional snapshots of our monthly
challenge themes and upcoming
events appear on the Club’s Facebook
page: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/717208911681719/ We look
forward to the point when we can
safely resume our in-person meetings,
although Zoom will remain the forum
for our additional “surgery”, “challenge”
and “competition readiness” sessions
each month.
The following high quality, renowned
external speakers are accessible to
non-members on a pay-per-view
basis by payment of a £5 fee via our
website: http://www.towcestercameraclub.co.uk/pages/externalspeakers-and-public-events.php - or
contact me via the website contact
page. A dedicated link will be provided
to subscribers.
Wednesday 14th April – ZOOM –
Wayne Brittle “Another Time,
Another Place”
“I live close to the Staffordshire,
Derbyshire border and have over
40 years’ experience behind the lens.
My passion for landscape
photography comes from my love of
the great outdoors. I often rise before
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the sun and will travel miles to capture
the sheer beauty of the British
landscape.” https://www.waynebrittlephotography.com/

Wednesday 28th April – Colin
Trowe-Poole “People & Places”
“Often the subjects I photograph
already have a strong story telling/
documentary element, but by
selectively composing, sensitively
using lighting and carefully
controlling tonal gradations, visual

dialogue can be enhanced resulting
in a more evocative and thoughtprovoking final mage.” https://www.
colintrowpoole.com/
Wednesday 9th June – Chris Upton
“Passion for Pictures”
We have previously had the
pleasure of hearing Chris present
to our Club - and he went down
very well indeed! “This presentation
really does have something for
everyone, with a broad selection of
images from around the world and
close to home. The lecture contains
many examples of how I work to
develop the image in the field or in
post processing to achieve the
desired result.”
https://www.chrisuptonphotography.
com/

Whether you have an established
interest in photography or are
starting to think that this may be
something for you (on SLR,
point-and-shoot or phone), come
and join us! Our membership fee (for
the year from 1 April) is just £18 per

year and we charge £3 per external
ZOOM speaker session at present (£3
for each session when at St Michael’s
Church Room). So, if you are a
Silverstone resident, meetings could
not be more convenient.
Towcester Camera Club is a
friendly, inclusive club with a focus
on collaboration and learning, not on
internal competitions. It participates in
just two external competitions
each year, although members who
individually enter external
competitions are encouraged to
use the club for peer review of
potential competition entries.
Membership ranges from beginner to
professional. COVID-19 developments
have necessitated Towcester
Camera Club switching temporarily
from bi-weekly physical meetings at
St. Michael’s Church Room in
Silverstone to bi-weekly virtual
meetings. The club will resume
physical meetings only when
advice suggests that it is safe to
do so.
The club is happy to answer
enquiries via its website contact page
http://www.towcestercameraclub.
co.uk/pages/contact.php or its Facebook page https://www.facebook.
com/groups/717208911681719/
Anne Gray
Chairperson, Towcester Camera Club
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Top of the shops!
It is really great to see that Croft Stores
owners, Sally and Matt, have received two
awards in recognition of the work they are
doing helping Silverstone folk during the
Covid-19 pandemic.
Our MP, Andrea Leadsom, has presented
the South Northamptonshire Community
Award to the two, for Outstanding service
to the community throughout the
coronavirus crisis. The second award is the
Rose of Northamptonshire Award presented
to Croft Stores by the Lord-Lieutenant, The Chief Executive of
Northamptonshire County Council and the High Sherriff. This was given
for dedication to the safety of the community throughout the coronavirus
pandemic.
Sally and Matt have worked tirelessly helping those in need or self-isolating by
ensuring they are not forgotten and are getting the help they need. In some
cases, this has been through organising and distributing food parcels and
essentials donated or funded by members of the public. In addition, those
shielding have had a lifeline from Sally and Matt at Crofts, who have transacted
and delivered their orders while avoiding any physical contact. Both Matt and
Sally are very humble about their vital role in supporting residents in this way,
which says it all.
I think it is marvellous and we should all be eternally grateful for the service they
provide not only to those in need but to the whole community and always do
it with smiles on their faces. Thank you Sally and Matt – and indeed the whole
team at Crofts.
Dermot Bambridge
(…and so say all of us! - Ed)
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News from Silverstone Primary School
I am writing this at the end of the first
week back with the children in school. I
cannot put into words just how good it is
to have EVERYONE back on site. I know
it still isn’t a ‘real normal’ yet but to hear
the children talking, playing, learning and
laughing together is what this place has
been missing for far too long. The school
finally has its soul back and we’re
delighted, a little exhausted, but it’s great!
Thank you to our parents and carers who have been so supportive of the remote
learning that has taken place over the last few months. Thank you to our children who have been so resilient and tackled remote learning with such a positive
attitude. Thank you to the school staff team who have once again gone over and
above their normal roles. Thank you to FoSS and the Silverstone community for
looking after us all – children, parents and staff alike.
In the future when we all look back on these eventful days, one aspect that will
stand out for me personally, will be the love and support seen and felt within the
local community.
We are planning for what we hope will be a ‘normal’ summer term and with the
next government guidance we hope to be able to enjoy events such as sports
day and start to welcome parents back into school for our Collective Worships.
I sincerely hope we are at the beginning of the end but please continue to
stay safe and look after those around you. If you think there is anything here at
school, we can do to help then please do get in touch.
Warmest regards
James Bloomfield

Silverstone News & Views | 13

Thank you
Last December 10th I was out running with my husband and suddenly fell,
badly hurting my ankle. I tried to walk and hobble home with my husband’s
support and at one point he tried to carry me but I was in too much pain.
He ran home to get the car and pick me up.
I sat on the pavement in pain with my ankle held high, gripping it tight,
waiting for him to come back and pick me up. (I later found out I had
fractured my ankle).
Only one person then stopped whilst I waited, a gentleman in a dark
coloured car that came from Roberts Road, and asked if I was ok and
needed help, and offered me his jacket.
I would like to say a huge big thank you to him for the kindness he showed
that evening. It meant a lot.
From Suzy O’Shea

News from the Cricket Club
Silverstone Cricket Club are planning for a full competitive
season for both the senior and junior sections.
If the “Road Map” targets are achieved, then practice will
start at the SRA from early April. This will be a mixture of
net batting and bowling and fielding practice. Attendance
will have to be booked through the cricket club, as we
anticipate that, at least for the first part of the season, there
may be restrictions on numbers that can attend.
The South Northants Cricket League is due to start on Saturday 1st May and
there will be matches until the end of August. The first team are in the Premier
Division of the league and the second team in division two.
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Junior cricket will start on a Saturday morning in July at 10.30. The club are
looking to expand the Allstars section (4 - 8) to Dynamos (9 - 11) and to offer
progression into the senior teams.
The club are looking to attract new players at both senior and junior levels. Any
one interested in playing or for further information, please contact John Fowler
07860 301849

Fixtures 2021 Season
First team

Second team

24th April
1st May
8th May
15th May
22nd May
29th May
3rd June
5th June
12th June
17th June

Aylesbury (friendly)
Kings Sutton
Marston St Lawrence
Byfield
Evenley
Greens Norton
Wroxton (KO Cup)
Thornborough
Syresham

away
home
away
away
home
away
home
away
home

19th June
22nd June

Castlethorpe
Woodford Halse
(Wardington Cup)
Wroxton

home
home

Kings Sutton
KO Cup
Marston St Lawrence
Wardington Cup
Byfield
Evenley
Greens Norton
Thornborough
Syresham
Castlethorpe
Wroxton

away
home
home
home
home
away
home
home
away
away
home

26th June
1st July
3rd July
8th July
10th July
13th July
17th July
24th July
31st July
7th August
14th August
21st August
28th August

away

Shenley Church End (friendly)
Woodford Halse
Brackley
Towcestrians

away
away
home
home

Byfield A

home

Syresham A
Crown
Towcestrians
(KO Cup)
Chipping Warden

home
away
away

Wicken
KO Cup
Woodford Halse

home
away
home

Brackley

away

Towcestrians

away

Byfield A
Syresham A
Crown
Chipping Warden
Wicken

away
away
home
home
away

away

All Saturday matches start at 13.30
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Silverstone Methodist Church
How wonderful to see signs of
Spring everywhere, in our gardens
and in the fields, hedgerows and
pocket parks, reminders that all that
once seemed dead and dark through
the winter months is now coming
back to life, giving us hope and joy
once again. In the same way we
can have new life and a living hope
because of Jesus’ death and
resurrection for each of us.
‘Praise be to the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ. God has great
mercy, and because of his mercy he
gave us a new life. He gave us a living
hope because Jesus Christ rose from
death’ 1Peter1:3.
We have so much to thank God for
in our lovely village - the vaccine
programme that is going ahead so well
- lots of us have been able to have our
first vaccine which has made us feel a
little bit safer and given us hope for the
future, for the village surgery, for our
shop and pub serving us so well with
all that we need, for our school and
preschool and the wonderful
teachers, for parents who have been
so patient home schooling their
children, the children who are all
amazing, the FB library that has been
arranged, the many jigsaw puzzles that
have been shared! For all the
random acts of kindness that have
been shown, THANK YOU!
Although the Chapel has been
closed during this lockdown a small
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number of us have met outside in
the car park for a short time on a
Sunday morning to hear God’s
word read and to pray for the world,
this village and those in need near
and far. We have also been able to
watch a weekly service in our homes
from Bicester Methodist Church led
by our Superintendent Minister,
which has been very encouraging.
To be able to do all this, we are so
very thankful.
We have been travelling through
the season of Lent and have been
reminded each Sunday, when the
cross with various symbols has stood
outside the Chapel, of Christ’s
suffering and death. On Easter Sunday
we will remember that He rose again
and is alive for evermore. We invite
you to come and place some flowers
on the outside cross (flowers will be
provided for you) as a celebration of
Christ’s resurrection and the hope that
this gives each of us.
The great news is that we are
planning to have a service on Easter
Sunday at 10.30a.m, following all the
government guidelines and social
distancing. This service will include
Holy Communion. We also hope
to continue with Sunday services
at 10.30a.m each Sunday following
Easter, but this will very much depend
on the virus case numbers and the
government guidelines.

Please join us at
Silverstone Chapel on

love
joy

community

Easter
Sunday
4th April 21

hope

at 10.30am
to celebrate the resurrection
of Christ our Lord, Alleluia!
Following Government COVID guidelines, please wear a face mask,
hand sanitiser will be available and social distancing protocol
will be followed.

Another special Sunday for us will
be on May 30th when it will be the
Chapel’s 210th Anniversary of Christian
witness in this village. A former
Minister, Rev Dr Martin Wellings, will
lead our service at 6pm – this will be
the only service on that Sunday.
We would love you to join us any
Sunday (with your face mask!) you
will be made very welcome.
We also hope to be able to resume
some of our usual community
activities as the government guidelines
allow, so please look out for posters
on our notice board, around the
village and on the village
Facebook page.

If you would like prayer or any help
please call our Minister Rev Pat 01280
706062 or Natasha (as part of our
Pastoral team) 07948 981179
If you don’t have the internet there are
free phone lines for prayer and news
from the Methodist Church
• Listen to prayer: 0808 281 2514
• Listen to the President and Vice
President: 0808 281 2695
• Listen to news: 0808 281 2478
BBC Radio Northampton has a half
hour service each Sunday at 8am.
If you need any more information
please contact Natasha 07948 981179
God Bless.
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Adult Help Required
Week by week, our volunteers empower thousands of young
people to try new things, make new friends and stand on
their own two feet.
You don’t need to be Bear Grylls to join us. You don’t need to
have been a Scout when you were younger. You don’t even
need to know how to put up a tent.
Whatever your skillset, lend a hand for as little
or as much time as you can spare, and we
promise you’ll get more out than you put in.
We provide the training. You show up, get
stuck in, and make new memories for life.
Sounds fun? Worthwhile? It is.
To volunteer call Davina on 07733 551015 or e-mail davina@gnscoutgroup.uk

CYCLETECH
SILVERSTONE

For all your bike servicing and repair needs
we come to your home or workplace
https://www.cycletechuk.co.uk/silverstone

07858 548116
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News from St. Michael’s Church
A Message The Reverend
Paul McLeod
There is a roadmap out
of the COVID lockdown
restrictions, let us hope
that this can progress
as our government has
suggested at the rate
originally proposed.
I liked the idea of a roadmap as this fits
with the nature of many faith systems
that engage in a notion of pilgrimage.
This is often some actual journey to
a place, often seeking to arrive by a
certain date for festival and some
religious ceremony. As I say, many
faith systems have such journeying in
their practice.
Christians can go on a pilgrimage,
though not so prevalent today, for
many reasons, they are still a discipline
that helps people to deepen their faith.
You may have seen tv programs where
celebrities went on pilgrimage.
There are a couple of primary aspects
to these journeys, the journey itself,
with times where stamina and
endurance are required, keeping to
the correct route and picking up
proofs of the journey along the way.
Then, of course, the arrival at the
destination, the relief, the celebration
and the sense of magnificent
achievement.
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I’m sure, as we come through this
pandemic, following the roadmap and
having restrictions gradually lifted, we
shall feel relief, there will be the need
for celebration and there will be a
sense that some epoch of history has
been lived through.
Just as those who engage in a
pilgrimage often receive a keepsake
to help remind them of their
endeavours, I think that we, as
village community, might look to
create some memorial to mark this
dreadful time that we have lived
through, for those fortunate enough
to have lived through this time, but
also to commemorate those that have
not made it through.
There is another way of thinking about
pilgrimage that Christians are aware of,
and that is of a pilgrimage through life,
journeying on through time and life’s
experiences in order to deepen our
awareness of God in our lives so that
we can know God’s love and grace
more meaningfully.
Just as on a physical pilgrimage, on
our life long journey there are special
points, times and seasons we would
call them, where we are able to rest
and to have celebration. There are
3 imported ones each year in the
Church, Christmas, Easter
and Pentecost!

And just like a physical pilgrimage,
where you have to put in the work,
walking day after day, in the journey
of life before the celebration we are
invited to put in the work.
We are celebrating Easter on the
4th April this year, a 2nd Easter with
restrictions on the way we can
celebrate, but this is not a problem,
we can still celebrate. For many
church members they will have been
journeying through these past weeks
with some form of work, maybe
having given up a treat or whatever
as a part of Lent. Indeed, I often invite
people to take something up for Lent,
good works, extra Bible study are just
two such ideas. The work of Lent is to
make ready for the joy and celebration
of Easter.
Easter is, of course, a great celebration
for all Christians. For in this festival we
are reminded that we are a hopeful
people. We believe that Jesus, the
Son of God, died, thus taking all
wrongdoing, malice, evil, the things
the church names as sin, taking all into
death, that Jesus then comes back to
life, is Resurrected, on the third day
leaving those wrongs behind. Jesus
makes possible forgiveness, renewal
and hope for anyone and everyone.
This gives us so much to celebrate,
so much to appreciate and to discover
joy through.
As we take the time at Easter in the

Church to give thanks and praise to
God, we are also still thinking of the
whole world around us, looking to
rediscover how we can join together
for the good of everyone, to be
positive in the world even in the face
of great difficulty and indeed, so sadly,
much suffering. But we are people of
hopefulness and positivity; this is such
an important part of our faith.
So, each of us needs to take our part
in the route out of COVID restrictions.
Each of us can seek to be positive as
we journey through life.
And to each person reading this, I,
on behalf of the Church (at least the
Church of England) offer you all best
wishes and hope that you have a
joyous Easter this year.
The Revd Paul McLeod
Rector of The Whittlewood Benefice
****************************
Services on Easter Day.
Sunday 4th April.
A Dawn Service will be held at
St. Mary’s Church Whittlebury at
6.15 a.m. The 2nd Service will be
held at St. Michael’s Church
Silverstone at 10.00 a.m. Numbers
will be limited and pre-booking is
required. Please email Revd Paul
revpaulmcleod@btinternet.com or
telephone 01327 858101 to book in.
The 10.00 a.m. Service will also be
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available via zoom. Please look for
details on the Church Noticeboard,
all information can also be found
on the Benefice website
www.whittlewoodparishes.org.uk
Our Church and Church Rooms
have been closed but we are
working hard to re-open them as
soon and safely as we can. In order
to keep all the Church’s facilities
available for you and future
generations we ask for your
support and help. If you would like
to give to our Church on a regular
basis we are part of the Parish Giving
Scheme. Our Treasurer, Phil Reddall
will be pleased to give you more
information on how to join,
please contact him –
treasurer.stmichaels@gmail.com
The Whittlewood
Parishes Together
have agreed to
adopt a local
Charity for the
coming year. So
we have decided to support Baby
Basics Northampton. This is a
wonderful charity which was founded
in Grange Park Church, Northampton
in 2013. In January 2021 it gave out its
1400th Moses Basket Starterpack. The
baskets are filled with essential items
for vulnerable and disadvantaged
mums and their newborns, and are
distributed across the County by
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partner agencies. This means that
1400 babies have been given a safe
place to sleep, families have been kept
together and vulnerable mums have
been given the choice to stay away
from violent, dangerous situations.
Covid has hit the Charity hard and
alongside prayer, funds are needed,
which is why we are giving them our
support this year.
On Saturday 8th May 10.00 a.m. to
12 noon, Silverstone Gardening Club
will be holding a Plant Sale along the
path between the Church entrance
and the Church Rooms, we are very
pleased to tell you that St. Michael’s
Church will also be having one table
of plants for sale to raise funds for the
Church. We will be very pleased if you
are able to donate some plants to us,
please contact Anne Pullen 857608
or Judith Paybody 858667 if you think
you will have some plants we may sell.
We’ll be happy to collect them from
you nearer the time.
When restrictions enable us we will
again commence our churchyard
working parties. We have already seen
snowdrops and crocus and can look
forward to daffodils, blossoms and
cowslips together with the wilder flora
and fauna. Our churchyard offers a
haven of tranquillity in the heart of
our village.
Judith Paybody

Picnic in
the Park!
SRA Playing Field

Sat 11th September 6pm
Entertainment Stalls Spit Roast

Music for Everyone
Spectacular Fireworks
Bring a Picnic!
Tickets £5 from Crofts Stores

Tribute to Murray
I was very
privileged to
have known
Murray Walker
quite well.
Between 1996
and 1999,
when I was PR
Manager for
Goodyear F1
Racing, Murray
Credit: The Sun
was at every
race too, and Goodyear and the BBC
shared the same caterers. This meant
that we all queued up together for
our breakfasts at most races, often at
some unearthly hour and in the cold.
Whether you were at the same table
or not, Murray’s unique voice could
invariably be heard across the room
(or tent).

an excellent bookshop in Sydney, so
along he went. As he perused the
books, the owner came up and
asked him if he could help. Not
looking for anything in particular,
Murray asked if he had a certain
edition of Autocourse, which, due to
its rarity, was particularly valuable but
did not mention the fact. Much to his
amusement, the reply was ‘Nice try
Murray.’ He was very well known all
around the world of course.

I remember one morning in
Australia, Murray told me about one of
his first visits to the Grand Prix there.
He believed that nobody outside the
UK had ever heard of him, let alone
in Oz. Someone had told him about

I would lay money that he is
‘up there’ now with Stirling,
discussing who is going to win the
2021 F1 championship.

I last met Murray at the media day of
the Silverstone Classic in 2018. He
was 94 and as bright as a button and
we chatted about old memories and
friends. This was possibly his last visit
to the circuit, where he did his first
Grand Prix TV commentary 72 years
ago in 1949.

Dermot Bambridge

Looking for a new interest after lockdown?
Would you like to take up an activity that could improve your general fitness,
give you an opportunity to enjoy the outdoors, and meet new people?
Why not give lawn bowls a try? It is an inclusive sport which is accessible to all
ages and abilities. Your local club is Brackley & District Bowling Club, and it
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will be reopening for the outdoor season in April (always complying with
government regulations for a COVID secure environment).
The Club is celebrating its Centenary year in 2021. It attracts members from
around Brackley, Silverstone, Towcester and other villages in the South
Northants Area. It has a large outdoor green, and also indoor rinks for the winter
season. There is ample space and well stocked bars for social gatherings!
New members are always welcome, and coaching sessions can be
organised so that you can give bowls a try. The club will also be holding an
Open Day on Sunday 30th May, when anyone is welcome to come along
and join the fun. You can find out more by visiting our website at
www.brackleydistrictbowlsclub.co.uk
Do contact us via the website if you would like any further information.
Mandy Godfrey
Brackley Bowls Club Website Administrator

Credit: Sue

Silverstone News & Views | 25

Credit: Phil Reddall

SILVERSTONE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN:
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT

Following the article in the February
edition, Silverstone Parish Council
are able to advise parishioners that
the draft (‘Regulation 14’) Silverstone
Neighbourhood Development Plan
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(SNDP) will be published for formal
public consultation on Friday, 16th
April, 2021. The plan has encountered
delays in the current challenging
circumstances, but this significant
piece of work is now ready to be
shared and comments are invited and
encouraged. The documents are
designed to both protect the village
from future unplanned-for
development, whilst providing a

blueprint for sustainable
enhancements to the village.
This SNDP document, when approved,
will form an integral part of the
statutory local development plan
for West Northamptonshire.
Consequently, parts of the document
are necessarily written in a formal,
legalistic manner. The potential
development threats to Silverstone are
real and varied so that, in order to
create a strategy to protect and
enhance the village, it has been
necessary to examine and illustrate
its intrinsic qualities in a great degree
of detail. Furthermore, the plan will
be more resilient in repelling
inappropriate developments which
sit outside the plan. The plan will
enhance organic growth.
The SNDP is, therefore, addressed to
an extremely broad audience and it
will be used for a wide variety of
functions. Silverstone is a complex
village with a rich heritage and the
village portrait which is laid out in the
documents will reinforce pride in the
Parish. The plan is necessarily very
extensive in its content and to make it
more accessible three separate
volumes have been created:
Volume One incorporates an
Executive Summary highlighting the
overall approach and incorporates the
formal, legalistic policies.

Volume Two contains most of the
illustrative material and the detailed
description of the long-term Master
Plan Vision which is designed to
provide both a framework for
protecting the most sensitive
landscapes of the village and for the
upgrading and enhancement of
essential village facilities over the
coming years. This is probably the
most user-friendly section providing
a wealth of information about
Silverstone Parish.
Volume Three incorporates a
complete (and exceptionally large!)
record of the proceedings and
interactions of the Neighbourhood
Plan team.
All three volumes will be available
on a specially dedicated website Silverstoneneighbourhoodplan.org
The ideal way to view the
documents is via a desk top screen
as they contain large drawings
with lots of detail (which would not
be very visible on a mobile device).
For those without access to a home
computer the Parish Council will be
making a limited run of printed,
bound copies. These will be made
available on loan throughout the
consultation period (please request
these from the Parish Clerk during
the Consultation period).
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The consultation period runs for six
weeks from Friday 16th April to
midnight on 28th May, 2021.

name, organisation (if appropriate),
address, telephone number and email
(if appropriate).

It had been hoped to mount a manned
exhibition in a public space. However,
due to current Covid 19 restrictions
and advice received from our
consultants, this is not possible. There
will also be a link to this new website
from www.silverstonevillage.org

If you wish to support the draft plan, or
If you wish to object, it is important to
submit comments.
All comments you provide will appear
in full in the published Consultation
Statement.

response@silverstoneneighbourhoodplan.org

Following this informal consultation
process the plan will be amended
as appropriate and submitted to
the new West Northamptonshire
Council together with all supporting
documentation. This will include the
‘Consultation Statement’ which will
set out who has been consulted, how
the consultation has been undertaken
and how the representations received
have informed the plan, along with
a ‘basic conditions’ statement which
demonstrates the legal validity of the
processes. Following this there are
additional procedural tests including
external independent examination and,
finally, there will be a local referendum
where you will be invited to vote. The
Parish Council will advise you of the
next steps in due course, but the
current exercise is crucial at this time.
It is to be hoped that you find much to
interest you in the draft plan and we
look forward to receiving
your responses.

All response forms must include your

Silverstone Parish Council

An online Response Form
is provided for comments at
Silverstoneneighbourhoodplan.org
(the preferred method for responses)
and through the pull-out page in this
edition of News and Views. Paper
copies of completed response forms
may be dropped off at various points
around the village – Croft Stores;
Silverstone CE Primary School; The
White Horse; and the SRA (lockdown
restrictions allowing). The response
form is also available for download
from the dedicated website.
Comments on the Draft
Neighbourhood Plan may be
submitted to either:
• A marked Neighbourhood Plan
box as detailed above.
• By post to: The Parish Clerk, 12
The Slade, Silverstone, NN12 8UH.
• By email to:
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Do You Look around?
It is lovely to see so many people walking the streets and footpaths of
Silverstone, but do you always take notice of what you see?
Below is a series of photographs taken recently that you should be able to
identify their location. How many of the images can you find?

No trespassing is needed to see the images.

1. Which one is surrounded by World Champions?
2. Which one is on a site of a former family photographic business?
3. Which two share a colour?
In the June edition would you like a similar photo quiz with a prize?
Let the News & Views know.
Gerald Lovell
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Dear Editor
I was delighted to hear of Gerald Lovell’s BEM medal, and to read Frank
Newton’s description of some of his achievements. There is no doubt that
he really deserves this recognition.
I grew up in Silverstone with Gerald and then moved away, but a decade
or two later Gerald tracked me down and said “I’ve got this little project …”
- words I have heard many times since, as I know have others. Always the
ringleader in these projects, Gerald cajoled the rest of us into action in support of his beloved village, making us proud to be Silsoners, and aided and
abetted by the promise of one of Carolyn’s delicious dinners at the end of
the meeting. Who could refuse such bribery, and always so enjoyable!
I was also very pleased to read the well-deserved piece in praise of Nurse
Mowbray. She was great friends with my mother (an ex-nurse) and used to
pop in for a cuppa between rounds, occasionally with her sister Nellie, a
gentle lady, in contrast to the forthright Nurse (I never knew her name was
Evelyn - we simply called her “Nurse Mowbray”). She was an indefatigable
worker and often the first person to call in emergency, erratically driving her
little Morris Minor up over Windmill Hill from Whittlebury.
Before Frank Newton built the surgery, the village was serviced by peripatetic doctors as well as Nurse Mowbray, and our front room was allocated
once a fortnight for this purpose, the villagers waiting their turn on hard
chairs in the hallway, with us boys peeping to see who was there (in contravention of orders). Medical secrets were hard to keep, but my mother was
always the soul of discretion, which was more than could be said for most
of the villagers.
Every village has its share of stories and characters, and I would like to thank
both Frank and Gerald for working to keep Silverstone’s rich heritage alive.
Let’s face it - they are part of it!
Paul Torr
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Goodbye SNC, hello WNC
If you are reading this issue of News and Views after 1st April, you will be living
in West Northamptonshire or to be more accurate, your local authority will be
West Northamptonshire Council (WNC). South Northamptonshire and Daventry
Councils, Northampton Borough and half of Northamptonshire County Council
will have been replaced by the new unitary Authority.
So, what does this mean? Hopefully, the change will be seamless; your bins will
still be emptied on a Wednesdays, benefits will continue to be paid, planning
applications will be processed and so on. So, don’t worry in that respect. Even
phone numbers will initially be the same and many of the people you deal with
will be the same too.
Over the last months, I and all the other councillors representing the
constituent authorities have been working as ‘shadow’ members of WNC,
putting it together. Officers have been recruited and appointed, ‘Task and Finish’
groups have worked on how to combine – and improve where possible – the
multitude of functions that the council takes care of. I have been part of the
Overview and Scrutiny Committee, which has kept an eye on the progress of
these groups.
WMC’s budget was agreed at a public Zoom meeting very recently. It is very
positive as it is a balanced budget, meaning that all that is planned can be
achieved within the financial capabilities of the new council. It will deliver
everything necessary to maintain services at a level which, in the worst case,
will be as before and in many cases improved – the goal will be to improve
where necessary as we move forward. It would take too long to go into detail,
but you can find out more at https://www.futurenorthantswest.org/ or Google
West Northamptonshire Council.
Vesting day – the day WNC goes live - is 1st April, not the most auspicious date
to choose it must be said, and when SNC effectively disappears. However, for
the time being most of the activities at the Forum offices in Towcester will
continue until each function is merged and work is completed regarding who
will be based where and which buildings are used. The local waste and recycling
team will remain based in Towcester for the foreseeable future.
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On 1st April, all existing councillors from the old authorities will become WNC
councillors. On the 6th May, five weeks later, elections will be held. These will
decide who becomes councillors for our new authority as well as seeing the
Police & Crime Commissioner and Parish Councillors elected.
From 1st April, Silverstone parish will be in the Silverstone Ward of West
Northamptonshire. This is the same area as the current County Council
Silverstone Division. It covers a large area between the edge of Brackley and the
A5 beyond Greens Norton (not including Brackley and Towcester) in the South,
and up to Chipping Warden and the Oxfordshire border in the North West.
That covers just short of 10,400 electors. After the election, there will be three
councillors covering this Ward.
SNC Legacy
Having been your District Councillor for 18 years, I can take pride in
looking back at some of the legacies South Northants Council will leave. In
particular, the Towcester Regeneration Moat Lane Project, of which I was
chairman. This includes not only the restored historic Mount, Forum
building, new shops and high-quality housing, but also three carparks
(including the newly acquired former Co-op town centre site and soon-to-be
refurbished toilets). Perhaps the jewel in the Moat Lane crown is the
Watermeadows, between the town and Easton Neston. This is a beautiful
public open space and is about to be enhanced with major works including
an improved pathway around the meadows, a play area for children and
wildlife areas. Other legacies are the new swimming pool and leisure facilities
in Brackley, and the refurbishments at Towcester Leisure Centre, which are
nearly completed.
I take personal pride in our waste and recycling service, in which I was
instrumental in introducing the recycling measures in 2012, which have put
South Northants in 7th place nationally for this service and been given a great
satisfaction rating by residents. But perhaps the most flattering legacy is the
appointment of many of the South Northants Council management team
officers as key members of the WNC management team.
Dermot Bambridge
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FEE FREE NO OBLIGATION
MORTGAGE ADVICE

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 6AM TO 9PM
01327 856050 advice@silverstonemortgages.com
www.silverstonemortgages.com
FIRST TIME BUYERS

INSURANCE & PROTECTION

DEVELOPMENT FINANCE

HELP TO BUY

BUY TO LETS

COMMERCIAL FINANCE

REMORTGAGES

BRIDGING LOANS

RETIREMENT INTEREST
ONLY MORTGAGE

LIFE INSURANCE & ASSURANCE
CRITICAL ILLNESS COVER

Your property may be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments on a mortgage or any other debt secured on it.
Commercial and some Buy to Let mortgages are not regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
Silverstone Mortgages Ltd is an appointed representative of Openwork Ltd, which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
www.fca.org.uk. Registration number 11069995.

Silverstone Mortgages, Silverstone Innovation Centre
Silverstone Park, Silverstone, NN12 8GX

Is Steve the Pick of the Litter of West End?
Let’s talk rubbish!
Driving up West End recently I noticed neighbour Steve Collis
scrambling out of a ditch, armed with a large quantity of roadside
rubbish. He immediately sorted it into the relevant bin sack, ready for
recycling. Later that day, stopping to praise and thank him for his
sterling work, he told me it was the last of several trips he had made to
clear the accumulation of discarded litter thrown into ditches and
hedgerows blotting the beauty of our lovely countryside.
I now understand he is not alone having this commitment to our village;
Pensioner Graham Thomas has for some years shared this same passion
picking litter whilst on his regular walks. This dedication has also skipped
a generation, smiling brothers Sam and Charlie Bodily, with the
encouragement of their mum, have also been doing their bit. They
accepted the “Captain Tom Challenge” by picking up 100 pieces of
litter. It was heartening to see that the younger generation too, armed
with the right safety equipment, can find enjoyment in picking up litter.
Their smiles broadened when mum bought them a chocolate bar each
wrapped in litter pieces 65 and 66.
I am sure that Steve, Graham, Sam and Charlie are not alone. I say a big
“Thank You,” to all who either take their own litter home or put it in the
bins but more so to those who sadly have found the need to pick up
other people’s rubbish thoughtlessly discarded in our beautiful village.
Well done.
Gerald Lovell
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Where am I?

Where, and a little harder when, was the above
photograph taken? It was a moving day!
----------------------------------------------------------------The last “Where am I” entry was the High Street
from Stocks Hill, then known as Hall End. Note
two prams outside the post office.
Ivor Billhook – Old Silson Correspondent

Driving in fog
Modern cars have daytime running lights, which is a good thing,
however they are only on the front of the vehicle. Drivers see these lights
reflecting off the fog and think they are safe as they assume the rear lights
are on when they are not as they have their lights set to automatic.
When driving during the recent spells of foggy weather I passed many cars
with front lights but nothing at back.
My wife and I have spoken to drivers doing this and they were shocked and
thanked us for pointing it out.
I have raised this with my MP and had the attached reply from the MoT
which quite shocked me.
MD

From the Secretary of State
The Rt. Hon. Grant Shapps
Great Minster House
33 Horseferry Road
London
SW1P 4DR

Rt Hon Andrea Leadsom MP
House of Commons
London
SW1A 0AA

Tel: 0300 330 3000
E-Mail: grant.shapps@dft.gov.uk
Web site: www.gov.uk/dft
Our Ref: MC/328614
Your Ref: AL23779

15 February 2021
Dear Andrea,
Thank you for your email of 8 February, enclosing correspondence from your
constituent, Mark Dolman of 7 Cattle End, Silverstone NN12 8UX, about the
use of automatic daytime lights in foggy conditions.
I would like to assure you that the Government takes road safety seriously
and, as you may be aware, daytime running lamps (DRLs) have been
required for new types of car since 2011. The main purpose of DRLs is to
raise awareness amongst other road users, of an approaching vehicle during
daytime. This is why these lamps are only fitted to the front of vehicles.
Given the global nature of the road vehicle sector, standards are governed by
internationally agreed regulations. These regulations were amended in 2011
to help reduce the instances where consumers were failing to activate head
lamps when needed by including specific warnings around the instrument
panel to remind the driver that the headlamps were not switched on. Further
changes were made in 2016 which required new vehicle types to activate
headlamps automatically in low light conditions.
Vehicle types approved to earlier versions of the regulations can continue to
be sold but, as the vehicle fleet is steadily replaced, these regulations will
ensure that in the future, the majority of vehicle systems will activate the
DRLs during the daytime and automatically switch to head lamps and rear
position lamps in low light conditions at night or in poor weather.
Nevertheless, it remains the driver’s responsibility to ensure the correct use of
vehicle lights depending on the prevailing conditions, and they should be
prepared to manually switch when necessary. There are no plans for an
awareness campaign as guidance is already provided in the Highway Code.
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Right Results Theory Quiz
Credit: Driving Theory Pro
1) You’re the first person to arrive at
an incident where people are badly
injured. You switched on your hazard
warning lights and checked all
engines are stopped. What else
should you do?
A. A.Make sure that an ambulance
has been called?
B. Try and get people who are 		
injured to drink something?
C. Stop other cars and ask the
drivers for help?
D. Move the people who are
injured clear of their vehicles?

C. Let go of the steering wheel and
let it correct itself?
D. Accelerate until it stabilises?

2) You’re driving on a single
carriageway road. Why should you
keep well back whilst you’re
following a large vehicle?
A. To give yourself acceleration 		
space if you decide to overtake?
B. To leave a gap in case the
vehicle stops and rolls back?
C. To get the best view of the road
in front of the large vehicle?
D. To offer other drivers to safe gap
if they want to overtake you?

5) Your car requires an MOT
certificate. When is it legal to drive it
without an MOT certificate?
A. Up to 7 days after the old
certificate has run out?
B. When driving to an MOT centre to
arrange an appointment?
C. When driving the car with the
owner’s permission?
D. When driving to an appointment at
an MOT centre?

3) What should you do if you’re
towing a trailer and it starts to sway
from side to side?
A. Ease off the accelerator and 		
reduce your speed?
B. Break hard and hold the
pedal down?

4) Why should you use your mirrors
when you see a hazard ahead?
A. Because you’ll need to accelerate
out of danger?
B. To assess how your actions will
affect the traffic behind
C. To check what’s happening on the
road ahead?
D. Because you’ll need to break 		
sharply and stop?

6) What will help you to move off on
a snowy surface?
A. Using the parking brake on
footbrake together?
B. Using a high engine speed?
C. Using a higher gear than normal?
D. Using the cars lowest gear?
Turn to next page
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7) Why could it be dangerous to
keep the clutch down, or select neutral, for long periods of time
while you’re driving?
A. Fuel spillage will occur?
B. You’ll have less steering and
breaking control?
C. Engine damage may be caused?
D. It will wear tires out more quickly?
8) Who has priority as an on marked
Cross Road?
A. No one has priority?
B. The smaller vehicle?
C. The faster vehicle?
D. The larger vehicle?

9) What’s the national speed limit on
a single carriageway road for cars and
motorcycles?
A. 30 mph?
B. 50 mph?
C. 60 mph?
D. 70 mph?
10) How would age affect an older
person’s driving ability?
A. They wouldn’t be able to obtain
car insurance?
B. They’ll need glasses to read
roadsigns?
C. They won’t signal at junctions?
D. They’ll take longer to react
to hazards?

See page 58 for answers

Credit: Matt Welch
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West End Garage
Est 2008
Servicing & repairs to all makes of cars, vans and 4 X 4s
Brakes/clutches
Welding
Tyres/exhausts
Engine diagnostics
Qualified mechanic with over 30 years’ experience
Unit 8, West End Farm, Silverstone, NN12 8UY

Tel 01327 858509/07824 442201

Silverstone Racers
Football Club
(SRFC)

Charter
Standard
Club

Do You Want to play football?
Or get involved as an interested adult?

SRFC offers players and parents a great opportunity to enjoy football
in an safe, respectful and friendly environment.

We have great facilities at Silverstone Recreation Association in
Silverstone, and for winter training at Silverstone UTC at Silverstone Circuit.
We pride ourselves on offering ‘football for all’ – if a player trains with us,
he or she will be guaranteed playing time irrespective of
age, gender, ethnicity, ability.
We have excellent coaching capabilities with officers fully qualified
not only in football coaching but safe guarding practices and first aid.
Contact us to learn more:- srfcchairman@silverstone.football or to arrange to
come along to a training session and give us a try!

Silverstone Women’s Institute
I think it’s fair to say that the last year has not turned out the way any of us
expected. I’m certain that as we entered the first lockdown last March, none of
us imagined that our lives would still be so restricted. I consider myself lucky that
I have had my work to get me out of the house, but I have really missed seeing
my friends and family, and I’m sure you have too. The committee are looking
forward to the prospect of resuming face-to-face meetings as soon as we feel
it is safe, and all being well we hope to have an ‘End of Lockdown’ celebration in
the summer.
But for the time being we are having to content ourselves with ‘meeting’ via
Zoom, and are very grateful to the Parish Clerk for kindly allowing us to use her
Zoom account. It has been so gratifying to see around 30 members participating
each month. We have just had a fascinating talk by Gerald Lovell on ‘Silverstone
in WWII’. I’m still digesting the fact that in 1931, with a population of just over
800, the village boasted 6 shops and 4 pubs. For our April meeting, we will be
having a talk from a beauty therapist.
I’m pleased to be able to report that the new bench we bought with the
Community money (kindly donated by Sally and Matt at Croft Stores) has arrived,
and with perfect timing has now been installed at the top of Little London, just
as the children went back to school. The bulbs are coming up in the Memorial
Garden and we are planning to have a tidying-up session soon in readiness
for Easter.
I’m also delighted to say that we have had quite a few enquiries from
prospective new members. I hope that you will decide to join us and look
forward to welcoming you to the group when we get together again. Our
secretary, Helen, has a membership pack which she can send by email, so do
please get in touch if you would like to receive one.
Alison Burnley
President, Silverstone WI
alison_burnley@hotmail.com
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We accept children from 2 years old

A charity-run pre-school based in the heart of Silverstone, offering
high quality care and education to the children of our local community.
We follow the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum to provide
a high standard of pre-school education. The children also enjoy a
range of other activities such as;

Cooking lessons
Walks around the village

Singing
A wide variety of crafts

The warm and welcoming atmosphere fostered by our staff is
something that is often commented upon by the parents of our children.
Our children are happy and well cared for.

Accepting new children from September 2021
01327

Please contact the manager, Emily Lockett, on
858886 or visit www.silverstonepreschool.co.uk

Silverstone Pre-School, Chapel Rooms, Murswell Lane, Silverstone, Northants NN12 8UT

Silverstone Preschool
Well, what a strange year we have all faced, and not without its ups and downs.
We are so proud of the children at Silverstone Pre-School for taking all the
changes and differences into their strides and carrying on. We have made some
adaptions to the way we do things here at the pre-school, which we are sure all
businesses have had to do. However, the children have come in each day, with
smiles on their faces and have been able to continue to be carefree and play as
they should be able to.
We have had some fun adventures this term, with lots of trips to the local park
and walks to the pocket park to see the frogs! The children have also enjoyed
celebrating Chinese New Year and we are getting prepared for our Spring Term.
We have also been able to raise £672 so far through our JustGiving page (which
can be found on our Facebook page) for new equipment for our outside garden
area. We have a new climbing frame in our sights and some other wonderful
ideas to improve the outside space. We would like to thank all the members of
the community that have donated, your generosity and kindness really does
mean so so much to us here!
We will be looking for some volunteers to possibly help get the garden ready
over the April Half Term, so please watch out for some information on that!
Thank you, keep well and stay safe.
The Silverstone Pre-School Team

I thought I would send this photo
of Silverstone’s only Formula one
team. It is 61 years since an Aston
Martin formula one car has been
produced.
I think our village should be proud
of what we have!
Matt Welch
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Bedtime story with Grandpa Doc
“Hello children. I hope I’m not too late with a bedtime story?”
“No grandpa. We have been waiting for you, thank you”.
“Good because I’m going to ask you if you remember a few stories ago I told
you about the great auction in 1914 when lots of farms and parts of Silverstone
were sold“
“We remember Grandpa”.
“That’s good because your Uncle Gerald has sent me details from Kelly’s
Directory for Silverstone for the same year. It seems that the Silson village
population in the 1911 census numbered only 981 persons and that was
considerably reduced after 1914-18 by the loss of so many who had gone to
war. In the 1921 census the village population had declined to 862!
Kelly’s lists just 14 “Private Residents” and 54 names are listed under
“Commercial”.
This lists three grocers, two butchers, but five sellers of beer. With The White
Horse, The Chequers Inn and The Compasses Inn listed, plus a beer retailer in
Cattle End plus an Arthur Linnell. The locals must have been more thirsty than
hungry! In the previous hundreds of years, there were many houses that brewed
a more watery ale that was less likely to carry infections than water from a pump
or pond. Long ago a thatched cottage may display a bush over its single
doorway to indicate that it would sell its ale to passers by.
There were three carpenters, and they may have been provided with their raw
materials by no less than eleven listed timber Merchants. Ten listed farmers, two
of whom did their own butchering. The four listed shoe and boot makers may
have been “out workers” for Northampton firms that had many outside workers
in villages in our area.“
“Why are there only 14 Private Residents, Grandpa , and so many more called
Commercial?”
“Good question, Dears. In those days Commercial meant “Being in Trade”. This
was not as posh as the others. Grandpa’s family outfitters were in trade. I think
these days it’s better to be in trade than out of work!
It is noticeable that since 1911 our 2020’s village has grown beyond recognition
and that employments have changed. Maybe today’s Kelly’s would list nearly
1000 Private Residents but far fewer under Commercial which brings grandpa to
the present day. Grandpa has tried to list all food and drink purveyors whom he
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noted when he came to the village in 1965. Also listing some of the outlets that
had recently closed, mostly in the face of competition. Some because they were
no longer required at that time.
In 1965 he had noted a store on Stocks Hill, an Archer brothers Bottom Shop
managed by Jack Whitehead. Opposite, on the corner, in 1966, was Matthew
Croft’s clothing, footwear and general goods store. Open on only two days a
week and Sundays because Matt was a Market Trader and went regularly to ply
his trade in other much larger places. Ten years later Matthew closed this shop
and purchased the Bottom Shop in 1976, to be joined later by daughter Sally
and Matt Junior in the running of Croft’s Stores. De Groot’s Butchers, present
in 1965, had ceased trading, they had lived on the left of the entrance and their
shop to the right which Matt Senior had then occupied when opening his
first shop.
Across Stocks Hill, sat the long-established White Horse public house, selling
alcoholic beverages, in the care of the renowned Mr Sid Webb and Mrs Flora
Webb. At Grand Prix times they entertained Formula One Aces, not selling sit
down meals in those days but boasting of an Off Licence. Further up High Street
was Winnie Ledger’s Post Office and stores. Winnie had large dogs with curly
tails which Grandpa associated with sledges, snow and Eskimos. She also ran a
taxi service. Sadly, she died shortly after Grandpa came to the village. A new Post
Office a few yards further up the hill was opened by Joy and Tony Townsend
also selling foodstuffs. Joy became very active in the village and initiated the
Pocket Park in West End. She became a South Northants Councilor and a Parish
Councilor. She was involved with the SRA and the Pavilion building project and
its running on completion. She became sadly missed and rates as a“ Heroine of
her day”.
The Post Office and shop passed to Nigel and Anne Riley before more recently
finding its home in Croft’s Stores. Going downhill from Croft’s at the bottom
of Little London and on the left, was Dodwell’s Newsagents and stores. Doddie
and his wife were larger than life characters. She composed a long poem about
Grandpa - several pages!
Passing from Little London into Kingsley Road. Here was situated Roberts Stores
and Off Licence. Mrs Roberts had come from London during WWII and formerly
had a shop and Off Licence at the bottom of Cattle End. However, when the old
cottages and Barrack Row were condemned and demolished after the War, she
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had lost her customers. So, being enterprising, she had pursued them to where
they had been rehoused and she moved into a building originally designed as
a Pub in Kingsley Road. She persuaded the brewery that she should open the
building instead as an Off Licence and Store.
At his shop in Brackley Road, Mr Blencoe, the butcher, used to slaughter his
own livestock which ensured that his cuts were of the best quality. Later to be
followed by Tapp & Beakin, then by Kings but by then, regulations no longer
permitted resident slaughter. The premises are now the place in the village to
go for carpets and flooring.
At the top of the High Street was
the aptly named “Top Shop”. This
boasted two petrol pumps; the
only ones in the village. Sadly, they
are now gone. Original owner, Mr
Heritage, at the time of WWI, was
followed by Mr & Mrs Potter in the
1930’s. Their son, Les, who had
been in the Navy, managed the shop
Credit, Gerald Lovell
on his return from WWII. His sister
Alice lived across the road at 62, which is where Grandpa used to hold his twice
weekly surgeries. They sold the shop to the Archer brothers. Bert Archer ran Top
Shop his brother the Stocks Hill Shop.
Colin and Sarah Hughes bought Top Shop in 1970, running the shop for 18
years. From 1998 to 2000 it became Mrs Payne’s Bridal Shop, “Absolutely”.
There had earlier been a store, Waites, down West End. Also in West End
were two pubs. The Chequers at the junction with Blackmires Lane, and The
Woodman’s Arms in a private house at the top end. Both are no longer in
business. Pubs still go at an alarming rate! The Royal Oak, on Brackley Road,
was not listed in 1914 Kelly’s so may have been built later. However, this also
closed recently and unlike the others has been demolished. Many pubs have
become eating houses to survive by providing quality menus. Our White
Horse is happily, one of these.
Satisfying thirst, laundry, toilet and washing up was not easy for those in the
now-demolished housing at the bottom end of Cattle End, for they had no
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water supply. Saved by the enterprising Mr Harry Brown, who had mental health
issues and was recorded as “Imbecile from birth. He charged one penny for a
pail of water that he collected from a pump higher up the lane. I suspect two
pails at a time could be carried on a yoke. Not so daft was he!
Apart from fixed premises, there have been mobile food suppliers over the years.
Meals on Wheels for OAPs, fish and chip and pizza vans. Whilst The Methodist
Church now provides regular meals at fixed times of the year as does an outlet
in the SRA Pavilion.
Parker’s Nursery of Towcester, now retired, provided a mobile fruit, vegetable
and flowers service. As did Duncombes. Tustian’s provided the milk round.
At Grand Prix times ad hoc car parking places would spring up, some
providing over the fence snacks. Gents’ haircuts were provided by Mr Reeves
in his Murswell Lane back shed.
Grandpa enjoyed the mobile barber who sported a green Moggie Minor Van.
But when Grandpa was once called out urgently and was not in at the appointed
time, the barber said curtly, that he would not come again…and he didn’t!
There were two coal men. Williams from Greens Norton and Pearts from
Helmdon whilst dirty chimneys were swept by George Hockham.
The National Westminster Bank used to come to the village Friday mornings.
Firstly, at Hollowell Cottage, then in the Church Rooms, then in a van. The
County Library van used to visit fixed locations. It had ceased to call in Cattle
End after being involved in an accident whilst rejoining Brackley Road. However,
all the shops I have mentioned are sadly now long gone, with the exception of
Croft’s on Stocks Hill. Thankfully they have survived and adapted with the times
to provide an excellent service and
selection of produce, plus The Post
Office. How would the village have
managed in these difficult COVID times
without them? Grandpa and Grandma
are high risk and rely on their weekly
home deliveries.
So, children, Grandpa has added Sally
and Matt Junior and their staff to his list
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of village heroes. They have helped
many in an unobtrusive way that was
recognised recently with the Rose of
Northamptonshire Award for outstanding service to the village. Well
done Croft’s. We should all remember
the adage that “If you don’t use it you
may lose it!” We have lost a lot of
providers since 1914!

So off to sleep children. Another story,
another day about our little village in
the trees.
Goodnight Dears.
Grandpa Doc

Spring flowers at Canons Ashby
Over the last few years we have been
undertaking a project to increase our
biodiversity and to help Canons Ashby
be a more healthy and welcoming
habitat for nature. This has involved
planting wildflowers like Yellow Rattle,
Red Clover and Ox-eye daisies in our
paddock and elsewhere, to encourage plenty of insect life to thrive here,
and thus support the rest of the food
chain. Several years on, it’s great to see
these plants spreading throughout the
wilder areas of Canons Ashby.

boxes, to creating wildlife habitat piles
of deadwood and leaves over winter.
If you want to find out more about
how we look after nature at Canons
Ashby please visit our website at www.
nationaltrust.org.uk/canons-ashby

At this time of year we’re looking out
for Cowslips. Cowslips are a great
early source of nectar for bees, beetles
and butterflies in spring, so it’s great to
see them popping up here and there.
As well as planting wildflowers, we
have also been ensuring that there are
plenty of spaces where different wild
creatures can live: from installing bird
©National Trust Images/Rob Coleman
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Rosemary’s Garden Tips
With the lengthening days and the
soil warming up, it’s time to spring
into action ready for the two busiest
months in the gardening year! Time
for sowing seeds and planting out
seedlings for the season ahead.
Sweet Peas
If you sowed your Sweet Pea seed
last autumn, you should have some
healthy baby plants almost ready to
be planted out in their final position.
Put up your supports using garden
canes or Hazel sticks by pushing
them into the ground in a wigwam
shape for instance. Harden off your
sweet peas if necessary and plant
straight into the ground in mid-April,
tying them in with soft twine as
they grow.
Amazing Annuals
Here, I am suggesting some of my
favourites that give the biggest
blousy show throughout summer.
Cosmos
These never
fail to give
a fabulous
display.
Easy and
rewarding to
grow, they are by far my favourite
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annual. They
are quick to
germinate so
don’t make
the mistake
of sowing
them too early, otherwise they may
get too tall and spindly. When big
enough to handle, prick them out
into individual 10cm pots and grow
them on. It’s best to plant them
out towards the end of May once
the chance of frost has gone, and
a good tip is to wait till it has just
rained and plant into wet ground.
They will establish quicker than
planting out when it’s dry. Psyche,
Sensation and Cupcake are my tried
and tested preferred varieties.
Cleome, Nicotiana (muhtabilis),
Antirrhinum (The Bride), Tithonia,
Ammi majus, are just a few more

suggestions of the best annuals in
my opinion, but there are too many
to mention them all.
It’s also time
to order
summer
bulbs if you
have not yet
done so. Last
year I bought some Polianthes
Tuberose bulbs, only one of the
three that I bought flowered, but it
was magnificent and the fragrance
was wonderful. Other choices
include Lily, Gladioli, Freesia,
Nerine, Begonia, Canna or
Agapanthus and Lily of the Valley
pips. They all come as corms, bulbs
or rhizomes etc. Tuberose, Begonia
and Freesias all need to be grown on
and kept frost free before planting
out later.
Lawns
April is the best time to sow grass
seed or buy new turf to lay.
Overhaul your existing lawns now
by raking out the thatch and seeding
bare patches.
Small Trees
If you have some space, April is a
good time to plant a small tree to
give height and interest to your
garden. It’s a bit late for bare root
now but pot grown trees have an
established root system which is
an advantage, its best to plant now

while the ground is still moist from
winter.
Top of my list would be
Amelanchier, Crab Apple (such
as Golden Hornet) or (Royalty)
Japanese Dogwood (such as
Cornus Kousa), Weeping Silver
Pear, Cercis (Forest Pansy), Rowen
(Sorbus) ‘Rosiness’, is a good one.
Or what about a small fruit tree
grafted onto dwarf rootstock, lovely
to have your own Apples, Pears
or Plums.
All of
them are
good for
a small
garden
producing
blossom in spring and berries for the
birds in autumn.
I would avoid planting Willow’s even
small ones, and think hard before
you plant Bamboo. Both can be very
invasive and must not be planted
close to your house or any building. It has become a very worrying
trait lately with garden makeover TV
shows where they almost always
include a Bamboo, hence they have
become very popular in the UK.
I do like them and enjoy hearing
and seeing the breeze rustling
through the leaves. But, the roots
and rhizomes can do untold damage
to our houses, paving and fences.
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It’s very important to be aware of
this when choosing a suitable
planting site.
There are many variants, so choose a
clump forming one over a spreading
type if you can. The spreading ones
can send out horizontal rhizomes
as far as 30 feet, and are extremely
difficult to get rid of once
established. So all in all, as nice as it
is Bamboo should only be planted
well away from your house or fence,
or avoid it altogether where possible.
One interesting point about
Bamboo! I always thought it was
a myth or old wives tale that if it
flowers then the whole plant dies.
Well, we had a massive very old
clump of Bamboo in the garden
where I worked, when one spring
it produced flowers which was the
one and only time I have seen it
happen. Soon afterwards it died, I
don’t know why this would happen
other than maybe it used so much
energy on producing the flowers
that it was worn out, I am not sure.
But we did end up with a plentiful
supply of canes for the garden.

The Vegetable Garden
In case you didn’t get around to
sowing your veg seed, there is a
plentiful supply of ready grown baby
plants such as salad, tomatoes,
courgettes, peppers at your local
garden centre which is very handy
and saves time.
If you started your own Tomatoes
earlier in March, prick them out
when they have their first true leaves
into 10cm pots of compost. If you
have grown them on a windowsill
they may have grown tall and leggy,
so plant them deep, right up to just
below the leaf. They will root from
the stem and produce a bushier,
stronger plant. Later, when they are
bigger you can plant them out into
a warm greenhouse border or a pot,
but don’t put them outside till late
May as the nights may still be too
cold for them.
Good luck with growing your own,
just a few veggies grown in a pot is
very satisfying and tastes so much
better than shop bought.
“April showers bring May flowers”

Answers to driving test theory quiz on pages 43 & 44
1) A, 2) C, 3) A, 4) B, 5) D, 6) C, 7) B, 8) A, 9) C, 10) D
8 out of 10 Well done! You can now book your driving test.
7 out of 10 Unfortunately, you just missed out but better luck next time.
5 out of 10 oh dear! More practice is needed before you have another go at the test
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