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News & Views

School celebrates first birthday
Village centre looks a picture
Road gritting downgraded
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Happy birthday to our new school
12 months ago, Head teacher, James
Bloomfield, had no idea whether the
long awaited new school would be
ready to receive pupils for the new
school year in September. The keys
were handed over just weeks before
term started and the whole school
team worked together to make it
ready for the children. News & Views
were invited to see the new building
prior to its official opening by author,
Gervase Phinn and reported in the
October 2017 edition.
What a difference a year makes!
Visitors were shown to the hall, where
chairs were already in place for the
forthcoming end of term performance.
Pupils from each year explained what
their favourite part of the school
was. This was followed by a fantastic
performance by the school choir. We
were then split up into groups and
each group was shown around the
school by very enthusiastic pupils.
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Classes are now adorned with the
children’s work, as are the corridors.
Everywhere you turn, there is colour
and vibrancy. The outdoor covered
play area is complete and the MUGA
(Multi Use Games Area) is a real hit
with the children. The new wellness
room, created by Ikea, is a lovely space
for time away from the hustle and
bustle and the vegetables, planted by
the children are doing well, even in
this heat! The library has been fully
stocked and the previously empty
classrooms, are now filled with
additional classes.

Birthday celebrations were evident
in all areas; from the classrooms
where children had created birthday
hats and cards, to the outside areas
where they were taking part in
Olympic sports – with a twist! The
school field is still not ready to house
all the pupils yet – the hot summer
has been tough on the newly seeded
grass. However, the extensive

playgrounds and the MUGA
accommodated the outside activities.
Worthy of particular mention is the
“recycled” Olympics area where pupils
used waste materials to create games.
It was a good reminder for all of how
children in third world countries adapt
anything they can lay their hands on
to create the equipment they need to
exercise and have fun.
On my last visit, this was a (very
nice) new building housing children
for educational purposes. It lacked
“soul”. Now, the school has taken on
a character of its own and is buzzing
with enthusiastic young minds, making
their way through their primary
education and filling every part of the
school with life, noise and colour.

Grand Prix – Parking
Another fantastic year for our parking initiative with some
really great feedback from visitors. This is by far, the largest
fundraiser of the year which would not be possible were
it not for the volunteers that welcome and steward the
visitors on the day. Huge thanks to all involved!

Grand Prix – Grid Boy and Grid Girl
We were all very excited to find out that two
children from our school would be asked to
stand next to the drivers on the starting grid
at the British Grand Prix! After much
consideration it was decided that we would
draw names from Year 6 and our lucky winners
were Charlie and Bella. This was a once in
a life time opportunity for our children and
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Learn together

Grow together

Achieve together

A brand new, spacious, awe inspiring
school environment with amazing facilities
Caring, thoughtful and loving children
who are keen to learn
A supportive and caring school community
with wonderful and approachable staff

We are a family – we welcome every member of our supportive and loving
community to be part of our school family. Through our Christian values we support
each other and encourage everyone to be the best they can be.

Learn together – we aim to instill a love for learning and motivate each child by providing
a stimulating curriculum that will develop creative, enquiring and resourceful minds.

Grow together – in every child we aim to build self-condence and develop the
qualities of self-discipline, responsibility, respect, tolerance and perseverance to support
children becoming independent, successful and responsible young citizens.

Achieve together – through our safe, caring and happy environment we aim to
nurture individual talents, enable children to develop physically, socially and intellectually
and strive for the highest academic achievements.

SILVERSTONE CE PRIMARY SCHOOL, Towcester Road, Silverstone NN12 8UB
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we are honoured to have such a close link with
Silverstone Circuit and the F1 Grand Prix.
“It was absolutely awesome”, remarked Bella
on her return to school on Monday.
Charlie was thrilled to share all the autographs
of the drivers. “We managed to see almost all
the drivers. Lewis Hamilton even posted on his
Instagram after he spoke to us”.

Grand Prix – Sky Sports broadcast live from
the school!
Once again, the school had a visit from regular
Sky Sports reporter Craig Slater who interviewed
Mr Bloomfield and Charlie and Bella (our Grid
Boy and Grid Girl) – as well as reporting live
from the FS2 Go Kart Grand Prix! Our Foundation
Stage children had great fun racing the go karts,
with Dylan, Shane and Charlotte appearing live
in the televised final. Mrs Haywood was also
interviewed (with some help from the class!)
in an F1 themed day that was filled with racing
related activities.

First Birthday Celebrations!
On Tuesday 3rd July, the school celebrated the first academic year in our new
building with a birthday tea party. The afternoon started with various children
across the school sharing their happy experiences from this year. Our Parents
then enjoyed joyful singing from our Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 children
followed by amazing singing from our fabulous school choir.
Finally, parents and locals were given an in-depth tour of the school by our Year
6 pupils and afterwards enjoyed refreshments in the sunny courtyard. At the end
of the school day there was an opportunity for more parents and children to
join the celebration and of course finish off the cakes!
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Sports Day
After many glorious years of sports
day at the SRA, this year saw the last
time sports day would be held at the
SRA. Next year we will be able to hold
our sports day on our very own
school field.
Sports day this year was once again
a highly successful and enjoyable
event. Every child participated, achieved personal bests and demonstrated
sportsmanship and determination. We were blessed by lovely weather but
also by the tremendous support from so many parents. The mums and dads
race was a real hit at the end and the children also enjoyed seeing the
teachers take part in their own egg and spoon race!
Thank you!
As we come to the end of another academic year – the first in our new
building – we would like to say a big thank you to everyone who has given
their time, money or expertise to support our children. A special thank you to
FOSS (Friends of Silverstone Schools) whose fundraising activities have included
organising the Grand Prix Parking, discos, coffee mornings and much more.
Every penny raised really does help to provide our children with essential
equipment at school. This year FOSS donations have allowed us to buy 20
laptops, furnishings for the library, a climbing frame in each of our playgrounds,
bespoke outdoor equipment in our Reception Class outdoor environment and
various other resources used by our children.
We would not have been able to afford these items without the dedication
of the FOSS volunteers and the generosity of the parents, carers, families and
community who support them – so a big thank you to all of you!
If you feel you can support FOSS or the school in any way then please do get in
contact with the school.
Thank you to the whole community for your ongoing support.
Friends of Silverstone School
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FOSS
We are very pleased to announce the final figures for the GP parking
It is an amazing profit of £10,722.30!
100% of this profit is going to be used to pay for Silverstone School’ “needs
and wishes”
A massive thank you to all of the volunteers and those that provide use of
their Facilities. Thank you to Lucy, Geoff, Jock & Jacqueline for organising
everything without you, this simply wouldn’t be possible!
Thank you to our customers for choosing us - we have parked over 700
cars!! Thank you to everyone for this fantastic achievement!!
Bo (treasurer)

Silverstone Pre-School
Silverstone Pre-School is a local childcare provision in the heart of the village.
We pride ourselves on providing and demonstrating high quality care and
education to our Pre-School children and maintaining a safe environment at
all times.
We plan for age appropriate activities using the EYFS curriculum and build
relationships with parents and ensure each child’s individual needs are
recognised and met.
We currently have limited spaces for September 2018 so if you feel
Silverstone Pre-School is the place for your child, please do not hesitate to
get in touch and to book to have a look around.
Please contact our Pre-School manager, Emily Lockett on:
T: 01327 858886 | E: info@silverstonepreschool.org.uk
The Silverstone Pre-School Team
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Gritting through the village
News hit this month that NCC are
downgrading the gritting priority of
many roads throughout rural
Northamptonshire. This does not
mean they will not be gritted but that
they will no longer be part of the
priority routes. Cash-strapped NCC
hope to save just under half a million
pounds through this change.
Sadly, for this village, the roads
included on the list cover the main
routes to and from the centre of
Silverstone; High Street, Whittlebury
Road, Stocks Hill and Little London.
For us, this not only presents a clear
danger for the buses running through
the village as well as drivers making
their way to work and school but also,
having heard that three key salt bins
are also to be removed, presents us
with a pretty poor outcome all round

if the weather turns bad like it did last
winter. However, our Parish Council
are currently investigating the details
and may be in a position to “adopt” the
salt bins and keep them topped up.
Watch this space.
Is this a sign of things to come
when Northampton adopts a Unitary
Authority model? Will the rural
communities be abandoned when
the weather turns? How does
Stagecoach feel about this decision
after all, it is their drivers and
passengers at risk too?!
One weird thing the author noticed;
the vast majority of locations on the
list, were in hilly areas – where the
grit is needed most. How long before
someone is seriously injured,
I wonder?

Silverstone Amateur Dramatics
We are looking for new members both on and off stage. So whatever your
talent or if you just want to know a bit more, please get in touch.
We are also considering having an extension group for younger members
and maybe put on a production with just them starring. This is will
obviously be dependent on numbers. If you or anyone you know is
interested in getting involved in any way either in the adult group or
perhaps as a young member, please get in contact Michelle Webb at
morrigan62@yahoo.co.uk or via our Facebook page.
Look forward to hearing from you soon.
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Appeal by the Parish Council

ERSTONE VILLAGE

Firstly some polite reminders: When using public rights of way, can you please
try where possible to stick to the footpaths. If you are unsure of these please
check the map in the notice board on the wall near the White Horse.

OMMUNITY CAFÉ

Dog owners can you please keep your dogs on the lead when walking through,
and past livestock, whilst we appreciate many dogs owners in the village are
responsible unfortunately there are still a few that do need little reminders.

G FUNDS
FOR VILLAGE PROJECTS
Inconsiderate parking is also becoming a bit of an issue around the village.

Please, just take a few seconds when you park your car, to think about other
road users. If you have had to park on the footpath, think about pedestrians with
possibly pushchairs or wheelchairs.

ON THURSDAY APRIL 12TH

am of youpm
Finally on10.00
a lighter note as some
– 2 may be aware the Parish Council have
FROM
adopted the red phone box on the High Street. We are now looking to you for
some ideas on how best to use it. If you have any suggestions, please forward
them on to the Parish clerk at clerk@silverstonevillage.org

HE METHODIST CHAPEL
Silverstone Community Café

In July the profit of £180 will enhance
the tubs and borders of Clare House,
the Residential Care Home in the
village. I am sure the residents will
enjoy the colourful display.

It was lovely to see so many people
at the Café in June. Many came for
coffee before the ladies cycle tour
passed through the village and even
am
more came for lunch after. £191 was
raised for the Alzheimer’s Society
which is a United Kingdom care and
research charity for people with
dementia and their carers.

OFFEE & CAKES 10

The Volunteers are having a well
earned rest in August. The café will
be open again on Thursday September
13th serving lovely coffee, homemade
cakes
pm and soups from 10am – 2pm.
We could not manage to open the
Café each month without the very
dedicated band of
Volunteers, we
pm
thank you all for you hard work
each month.

–2

ND PUDDING LUNCHES 12 – 2

NTH LOCAL ARTIST JOHN DAMSELL WILL BE

SPLAYING & SELLING HIS ARTWORK
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News from the Methodist Chapel
What wonderful weather we are
enjoying at present, sadly the gardens
are looking very dry and some of the
plants suffering but we are thankful
to God for all His blessings, for His
wonderful creation and for His love
for each one of us.

stool (the other one was falling to bits!)
and this is being dedicated, on August
5th at the 6pm evening service, to the
memory of Jean Statham who played
the piano and organ at the Chapel for
many years. Everyone is welcome
to attend.

Our butterfly wall is looking fantastic!
Everyone who comes into the Chapel
is being asked to decorate a butterfly
and place it on the wall reminding us we
are all unique and special to God. In a
year’s time it will be amazing to see how
many folk have visited the Chapel for the
various activities and events which have
taken place.

Looking ahead to September the Chapel
will be open for the annual Ride + Stride
organised by the Northamptonshire
Historic Churches Trust (NHCT). There
will be 350+ churches and chapels to
walk or ride to in this area so you can
choose your route! Sponsor forms are
available and all money received will be
divided equally between the NHCT and
the church or chapel chosen by you.
To find out more and for a sponsor form
please phone 857688.

In July the Space United Youth Event
took place and a wonderful time was
had by all the youngsters who
attended. The next one will be held
in September – watch out for
advertising in the village and on
Facebook. Please note that the Space
Time Youth Club won’t be meeting
during the school holidays.
The Community Cafe continues each
month and we are really pleased to
see so many folk calling in to enjoy the
lovely food. We will be having a break
in August so we’ll see you all again on
September 13th.
The 3 C’s club also continues to meet
with the Chaps enjoying Chips & Chats
on the first Friday of each month from
12.30pm; a time for all men to enjoy a
lovely meal of fish & chips and have time
to chat with friends. We will next meet
on August 3rd.
We have recently bought a new piano
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Our Harvest Festival services will also
take place in September – date to be
confirmed. Please look out for posters
in the village.
Our Sunday Services: 9.15 am Cafe
Church with breakfast (1st three Sundays
of each month) and 6pm Traditional
Worship (the evening service isn’t held
when there is a Youth Event). Please see
the notice-board outside the Chapel for
more details of Sunday Services.
United services with our friends from
St Michaels Church are held on the 4th
Sunday at 10am – August & September
services will be at the Methodist Chapel.
If you want to know more about any
of our activities please contact Mavis
01327 438633 or to book the Chapel or
schoolroom for events contact Christine
01327 857058

The Future of South Northants
By the time you read this, things may well have changed but it is important to
let you know as much as I can about what is happening following the situation
at Northamptonshire County Council (NCC). Currently NCC is being run by two
commissioners to ensure that costs are controlled as much as possible.
Meanwhile, a solution is being sought for the future of the county. The most
likely outcome is that instead of the current three layer structure (county,
district/borough and parish), the county and districts/boroughs will ‘merge’
to form two unitary authorities – West Northamptonshire and
North Northamptonshire.
West Northamptonshire will most likely comprise what are currently South
Northants Council, Daventry District Council and Northampton Borough
Council. North Northamptonshire will comprise the rest.
The new authority will see all services once provided by the county and
districts/boroughs run by one body with considerably fewer councillors looking
after larger areas. This is causing much concern, particularly amongst council
officers and staff, as there is no indication as to who will be employed in the
combined departments – for example there are currently three planning
departments that will be merged into one etc. etc. Nor is there any indication
where the new authority will be based. The roles of chief executive, directors,
heads of service, etc. will all have to be advertised and recruited. You get
the picture...
I am not aware of any of my fellow district councillors who are happy with this
situation and this has been made known to the Secretary of State and our local
MPs but apparently to no avail. Merging with our joint working partner Cherwell
District Council, with which we have an extremely successful partnership, is not
possible, unfortunately, as we are in different policing areas and that is against
the rules. In particular, the consensus of opinion amongst SNC members (and
many others) is that joining with Northampton Borough is not desirable and
that Northampton should be a unitary authority in its own right. However the
requirement of a unitary is a minimum of 300,000 residents and Northampton
is not large enough.
The process has already started with consultation currently taking place and I
encourage you all to have your say by going to www.futurenorthants.co.uk and
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taking part in the on-line survey. It will take at least two years to form the
new authorities, and longer still until the ripples start to settle. However, I can
assure that, in the meantime, for us at South Northants Council it is still very
much business as usual and we will continue to provide you with the best
possible service.
Dermot Bambridge
South Northants District Councillor and Cabinet Member
Portfolio Holder for Environmental Services
Please do make your voice heard by visiting the website above and lodging
your views. Ed.

Can you help the Silverstone Experience tell
the Silverstone Story?
The Silverstone Experience is now at the building phase and will be opened
early 2019. The centre will trace the story of motor racing and the Silverstone
story including RAF Silverstone and the village of Silverstone. One of the
displays will include a pub scene from Silverstone, including points for visitors
to pick up headsets and listen to local stories.
Do you have a memory that would help tell the Silverstone story, did you
work or have connections with Silverstone in the early days, have you met
any of the drivers or have any other interesting stories to tell? If you can
say yes please contact Sophie Meeks, Oral History Coordinator on
sophie.meeks@silverstone-experience.co.uk

Silverstone News & Views | 13

Seventy Years Together and Still Friends
“Neighbours, everybody needs
good neighbours. Just a friendly
wave each morning, helps to make
a better day”.
These are the first lines of the theme
tune from the 1980’s Australian hit
TV program, “Neighbours”. It is
relevant to neighbours at any level
whether it is over the garden fence,
across the road or nestling
communities and organisations
sharing a common space and identity.
Silverstone village, over many years,
has been a community sharing its
space and identity.
Historically, Silverstone was an
isolated wood community that
balanced its life with the forest and
fields. Silverstone hosted a Benedictine
Priory, a royal hunting lodge, 22 wood
yards, a winter residence of a touring
circus, RAF Silverstone and most
recently, Silverstone Circuit. From
what we can gleam from historical
documents, we can only hope the
relationship with the earlier
“neighbours” was good.
We now reach the 70th anniversary
of the most recent and current
neighbour, Silverstone Circuit. On
October 2nd 1948 Silverstone’s
identity was to change forever. On
that day the village’s background
sounds changed from that of

Wellington Bombers flying low over
the village, lions roaring on a winter’s
evening, matadors hauling logs up
and down our narrow streets along
with the noise of a circular saw cutting
through large oak trunks. Since that
historic day we have a new noise, the
noise of racing cars.
In the early years, it was roaring
throttle of the BRM V16 engine at
maximum revs replaced by the now
sweeter, quieter Formula One engine.
On that historic day, did anyone realise
what changes lay ahead, as the name
Silverstone would become known
worldwide and how it would re-shape
our village? Probably not. Now 70
years later, it is time to reflect on what
changes have taken place and how
the two Silverstones of today
have evolved.
RAF Silverstone was a Wellington
Bomber training station from April
1943 to its decommissioning in
November 1946. When the war
ended in 1945, the Royal Automobile
Club had the freedom and challenge
of finding a suitable venue to host a
British Grand Prix. The pre-war
venues of Brooklands and
Donington Park were not available
so a new venue would be required.
Their best option was thought to be
to use a redundant RAF airfield and
so the hunt began.
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After a nationwide search it came
down to a choice of two venues; RAF
Snitterfield, near Stratford-on-Avon
and RAF Silverstone. It is not known if
it was a highly researched and finely
calculated decision or one made by a
toss of a coin, but seventy years later I
feel Silverstone should be happy with
the decision the RAC made that day.
The early days of
Silverstone Circuit, like
many organisations
that grow from
nothing to become
iconic leaders in their
field, had a very
A very proud
Jonathan Harris
rudimentary birth.
with his boyhood
hero, James Hunt.
The first circuit
manager, a former RAF pilot by
the name of Jimmy Brown, was an
inspired appointment which would
prove to be the catalyst needed to
turn the disused airfield into a usable
circuit, fit to host the British Grand
Prix. Jimmy had a minimal budget to
work miracles with the poor facilities
inherited with a redundant airfield. He
wisely used as many local businesses
and people to cut costs and to
develop a willing labour force. This
helped to cement the relationship
between the circuit and its local
communities. He continued to foster
this working relationship whenever
possible, throughout his 40 years
leadership of the track. This ethos of
working with and respecting the
existing village community, was
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maintained and further developed
under the subsequent management
of George Smith, Hamish Brown and
Brian Pallett. I feel too, that having
worked with him in funding,
creating and the unveiling of our
village sign, the current Managing
Director of Silverstone Circuit
Ltd, Stuart Pringle is in the
same mould.
Over the years the business has
proved itself to be an employer of
local people for jobs on the circuit.
In the early days this included both
employing permanent staff along with
those for the preparation for the major
events. These jobs on the circuit
comprised of catering, toilet duties
(before and after they were connected
to the mains sewage), selling
programmes, car parking and traffic
duties as well as off the circuit
newspaper selling to race-goers along
the road and the after-race litter
picking. This gave Silverstone people
“extra cash” and gave the young a
chance to earn extra pocket money.
This in turn allowed them to buy and
race their Ferrari and BRM Dinky cars
on the school playground whilst
listening to the real Grand Prix cars
race round the circuit. In our dreams
we were competing against the best
and beating Stirling Moss, Roy
Salvadori, Jack Brabham and Mike
Hawthorn in every race. Over its
seventy years there are some three
generations families who have worked

at and been part of important
race meetings.
The good working relationship and
mutual respect was exemplified when
in the mid 70’s, Silverstone Parish
Council bought the Watergate field.
This was a seven acre field on Church
Street, purchased for community use
but it left little or no extra money to
develop the field. The newly formed
SRA (Silverstone Recreational
Association) eagerly picked up the
responsibility to generate funds to give
the village the facilities other villages
already had and Silverstone had envied
for many years.
At a meeting with
Silverstone Circuit
directors with
Silverstone Parish
Council, Dr Frank
Newton and I
enjoyed a conversation
with directors Jimmy
SRA chairman Geoff
Brown and George
Lidgard & Derek Bell
at the 1977
Smith that concluded
GP draw.
with them inviting the
newly formed SRA to use the facilities
of the Grand Prix to raffle a British
Leyland Mini. The SRA nervously
accepted the challenge. What made
it harder was the 1977 British Grand
Prix consisted of a Friday practice day
and the Grand Prix on Saturday; only
two days of sales. This leap of faith and
hard work was rewarded by not only
covering the £2,000 first prize but also

1977 GP draw winner, Mr Jasper, with his 20p
winning ticket and keys to his winning car.

making a £1,700 profit. It was a large
amount of money by 1977 values.
The 1977 Grand Prix was followed in
1979 by another British Leyland Mini
raffle making a £3,400 profit. This was
the big money desperately needed to
kick start the development of the SRA
dreams; to give to Silverstone a village
hall and developed playing field for use
by all Silverstone residents.
Now, 40 years later the GP raffle still
has the ability to help fund the SRA
in its continuing efforts to give
Silverstone sporting and social
facilities. When selling raffle tickets
to race-goers they often would
apologise for disrupting our
community. My standard reply was
to tell them not to apologise, but that
Silverstone village welcomes them and
compares them, the race goers, to
grandparents and grandchildren,
“We look forward to your arrival,
enjoy sharing time with you, but
happy to see you return from
whence you came”.
Life before the playing field was so
different. Silverstone children wanting
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to play football were
chased by the local
bobby for playing
in the street and by
the local farmers
for playing in their
fields. Silverstone
Football Club relied
on the goodwill of
Vic Lovell building
an internal pillar at
one friendly farmer
the SRA
to provide a suitable
venue which understandably had
no changing facilities suitable or
otherwise. Silverstone Cricket
Club was founded as a result of a
guaranteed home at the SRA.
The SRA committee, led by Geoff
Lidgard with Dr. Frank Newton as
project manager, designed a Village
Hall. With some support funding, they
went on to organise a self-help group
of Silverstone professional builders to
build the SRA. Their only payment was
the satisfaction of being a member of
a team that transformed sporting and
social facilities in Silverstone.
In 1981 phase one
of the SRA was
completed and
opened by James
Hunt and phase 2
completed in 1983
and was opened by
the President
of the BRDC,
the Honourable
Gerald Lacelles.
The circuit was very

Dr. Frank Newton
painting the ladies
toilet in the SRA;
his radio was always
at hand ready
to respond to
any emergency.
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The start of the Silverstone Relay Grand Prix, this was
the forerunner of the “Silverstone 10K” which is still
hosted at Silverstone Circuit.

supportive of the SRA fundraising idea
of creating and selling motor racing
philatelic first day covers. The success
of the project was to design an
attractive envelope illustrating a
Silverstone motor racing anniversary
and securing motor racing drivers or
connected celebrities to sign them.
The addition of these signatures
justified a much higher price. The
project ran from 1982 to 2010 with
twelve covers and 170 different
signatories. When completed and
the stock sold the project had raised
£130,000 to be shared by the SRA,
national charities and driver’s
nominated charities. The circuit also
showed their generosity over the years
by giving donations and prizes direct
to many local organisations and
charities. They have been happy to
allow the circuit to be used for
sponsored bike rides, athletic road
races, hosting Christmas meals to
Silverstone Age Concern and for many
years hosted similar hospitality to
Silverstone school children. The circuit
donated incredible prizes to the
Silverstone Village Sign Association
resulting in raising the £6.000 required

to fund the design and casting of now
our ten year old village sign.
Camping and car parking, right from
the early days, has always been a
welcomed way for Silverstone
residents and landowners to earn
some money. The big step change
came in the early nineties, when the
F1 authorities changed the Grand Prix
from a Saturday to a Sunday race. This
was the catalyst for the creation of
“The Silverstone Weekend” with race
goers arriving on Thursday/Friday and
staying the whole weekend. It
precipitated the mushrooming of B&B
accommodation, camping, car
parking, increased income for the
village shops and pub. Money poured
into households, businesses,
land-owners and charities who all
worked very hard embracing the
opportunity and challenge.
The village takes pride in its historic
identity and welcomes their part as
co-host to the motor racing
enthusiast. Next year we will have
another welcomed milestone with the
opening of the Silverstone Experience.
It will broaden the business and
commercial opportunities for the
circuit and local businesses making
it a year round visitor destination.
I am also heartened to know the
Experience will rightly centre on
motor racing yet it will feature
Silverstone village with a “village pub
scene”. Will it show “Struddy” Webb

with regulars playing dominoes at the
White Horse or perhaps Jack & Gwen
Adams on skittles night at the, now
demolished, Royal Oak? We can only
wait and see.
Now, in 2018 Silverstone has arrived at
an all too familiar crossroad; the BRDC
will be negotiating the contract for the
future of the British Grand Prix. The
village will be crossing fingers hoping
the BRDC negotiations will produce a
positive result. I am confident Liberty
will respect Silverstone’s unique role
as host of the first Formula One Grand
Prix back in 1950, venue of Ferrari’s
first Grand Prix victory in 1951 and
Silverstone’s need to balance its books.
Formula One without a British Grand
Prix would be a devalued brand.
If Jimmy Brown is looking down, he
would be smiling, satisfied and proud
of how his vision for Silverstone
Circuit has developed whilst also
maintaining its close working
relationship with the village. Jimmy’s
1948 Silverstone reliance upon “faith,
hope, charity, rope and posts”, has
been dramatically transformed.
It is now unrecognisable and features
all advanced technological
innovations, slick organisation and
a commercially focused business.
Thankfully this transformation has not
sacrificed his ethos and still carriers
the common thread of Silverstone
Circuit’s mutual respect for the village
which proudly shares its name.
Gerald Lovell

Grand Prix Wash Up
With the Grand Prix behind us
now, it is time to reflect on what
improvements or changes we would
like to see implemented moving
forwards. This year was unusual as
it coincided with Engand’s successful
football match so lots more
alcohol consumed and dubious
behaviour displayed.
What are people’s main concerns?
This is not a whinge forum about our
annual visitors but a chance for folk to
have their say about reasonable and
achievable changes.
Here’s a starter for ten....
Parking enforcement. Residents
handing out their passes to visitors
who have no intention of parking in
the main car parks, on their friend’s
drive or the dozens of other parking
facilities that sprang up this weekend why? Years ago, I remember
watching the parking enforcement
teams arrive in the village to tow away
vehicles parked illegally. Those that
parked legally were left alone. Those
who parked in dubious places with a
resident’s badge were called to move
their vehicles if they were causing a
problem. Those that parked illegally
using resident’s badges that had no
contact phone number on, were
removed or ticketed. Those that
parked across dropped curbs were
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towed away. Those that parked over
fire hydrants, were towed away. Those
that parked on roads where there was
clearly a “no parking” zone marked
out by cones, were towed away or
ticketed. Those that parked, moving
the cones to free a space, were towed
away or ticketed.
“No parking” cones are put in place
to serve notice that the area is no
parking. That does not mean that if
some cheeky blighter with a belly full
of beer chooses to put a cone into a
hedge, the other dozen cones
marking it as a no parking zone, are
to be ignored. We were told the cones
were replaced before the main event.
They were not which resulted in
chaos as vehicles manoeuvred around
parked cars during a very busy exit
time, in two way traffic in a tight road.
Pedestrians were forced on the road
at the main junction on High Street
with Brackley Road, as cars parked on
the path and verges. The fire engine
had to wait until after the BMW 4 x 4
outside our house had vacated “his”
spot across our dropped curb, to refill
from the hydrant (during what has to
be the driest July for years) So, for me?
It is parking enforcement as per the
old days.
What would you like the circuit
management team to include in their
plan for next year?

Being a Scout Leader is simple, right?
“We’ll do it” say my friend and I. How difficult can it be?
What did we agree to? Becoming a Beaver Scout Leader to save the Greens
Norton Beaver section from closing.
Difficult, no, adventurous, challenging, confidence-building, rewarding,
empowering and fun but difficult - never.
I started my Scouting journey 9 years ago, and to date have loved every minute
of it. There was some training, and why not? I was being left in charge of a group
of 6-8 year olds for an hour a week, not only that I needed to know what skills
we were expected to teach the young people.
Skills: think about it, what skills do you have? If you’re anything like me you’ll
immediately say none. You have, believe me, I never knew that I could teach a
6 year old to light a fire with a flint and steel until I tried, or help them tie knots
or put up a tent but I did. My downfall was the creative elements to our balanced
programme, what do you do with glitter? Draw, paint , sing, act HELP!!! Help
there was, I asked and it was given.
I now find myself the Group Scout Leader, still keeping my hand in with the
Beavers, but desperately trying to grow our Group. Last year, we had 60 young
people on the list wanting to access Scouting, so I did something about it, I set
up another Beaver Colony and Cub pack. What a year of adventure we’ve had;
camps, climbing, caving, shooting, archery and we even managed the creative
stuff too!
Scouting isn’t just for the young people, ask any of our Leaders, we volunteer
because of the experiences we get to have and give, our young people learn
#SkillsForLife. Highlighted to me only recently as I watched the very youngest
creating sparks for a fire and visiting the Scouts on their Expedition who were sat
around a fire having navigated their way to the campsite, put up their tents and
cooked their evening meal. Heart warming isn’t it?
Davina Bowmer
Group Scout Leader, Greens Norton Scout Group
T: 01327 359919 | M: 07733 551015
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CAN YOU INSPIRE?
As Scouts, we believe in preparing
young people with skills for life. We
encourage our young people to do
more, learn more and be more.
Each week, we give over 460,000
young people the opportunity to
enjoy fun and adventure while
developing the skills they need to
succeed. We’re talking about
teamwork, leadership and resilience
– skills that have helped Scouts

#SkillsForLife
scouts.org.uk/get-involved

22 | Silverstone News & Views

become everything from teachers
and social workers to astronauts and
Olympians.
Why not volunteer and come and
join us?

INTERESTED?
Contact: Davina Bowmer at
davina@gnscoutgroup.uk
07733 551015

Scouts clear up
For those of you who enjoy walking around Bucknell woods, the cubs and
scouts from Greens Norton scout group have made it an even more pleasurable
experience for you, the 40-strong group spent last night clearing up the filth
that lazy, inconsiderate folk feel it is acceptable to throw along the paths
and hedgerows.
As part of their environmental work the group picked litter including part of an
old vacuum cleaner and nappies as well as a wealth of cans, bottles paper cups
and the usual detritus you see at the roadside. I for one was very impressed at
the volume of rubbish they collected - well over a dozen bin bags. Well done
guys and girls!!

Scouts meet at the SRA every Wednesday evening, when they aren’t out and
about doing activities.
Jim and Aaron
Sadly, just one week later, a visit to the site of all this hard work, uncovered
more litter and filth to dispose of. Aaron is now liaising with various
authorities to resolve the issue. After all that sterling work, mindless idiots felt
it was their right to dump rubbish again. Words escape me. Ed.
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June News & Views “Class of 77” register
We are now able to identify those in the last edition’s class picture.
Top row, from left: Richard Lowe, Philip Turton, Stefan Treble, Nicholas Lovell,
Jane Laidler, Amanda Tayleure, Virginia Hart, Lisa Floyd, Adam Watson,
Gary Plumpton, Ian Baughan.
Middle row, from left: Emma Watts, Sara Hill, Jane Pederson, Sharon Hayle,
Jill Austin, Mrs Denny, Susan Anning, Sharon Callow, Beverley Scrimshaw,
Sandra Brightman, Angela McGregor
Bottom Row, from left: Dave Hamp, Richard Folwell, Andrew Collins,
John Collins, Christopher Bennett, Kevin Dale, Trevor Dale, Jamie Boulet,
Peter Flanagan.
Ginny Hart marked the register and confirmed the above, she also admitted she
was a swot, she’s not the girl who ran in the boys toilet for a dare, and claims
she was Mrs Denney’s favourite!

Silverstone Boys Brigade Football Team
Can you name the players, who were in the team and who were the
two substitutes?
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Dear Ed
On Thursday 7th June, we came home from work to find much of the lawn
outside our house on Towcester Road had been dug up and the access to
our front door blocked, meaning that we couldn’t get in. Apparently, this
has something to do with a cycle path across the village, funded by Bovis
Homes, but no one had the courtesy or the foresight to inform anyone
affected that this was happening, let alone ask our opinion. The idea was
probably buried somewhere in the original proposal but it was bit of shock
the see the grass I had been tending in lieu of any council trimming for the
last 11 years simply ripped up.
I’m all for cycle paths, using one to get to work in Oxford on daily basis,
but the one outside our house has got to be the widest one I have ever
seen, not far off the width of the road itself. A perfectly adequate cycle path
could have been constructed with much less tarmac, some of which could
perhaps have gone to mend our appalling road surfaces. I’m also concerned
that if this width of tarmac track is continued along Towcester Road, an
awful lot of greenery will be lost for no real reason, including some mature
trees, inevitably harming our local environment. So much for a ‘green’
transport policy.
Mark and Susan Olejnik, The Old Woodyard

The plans were included in a later submission. However, the
implementation of these plans came a long time after they were first
submitted. A quick reminder to those affected would not have gone amiss;
before work started. Also, it cannot have escaped residents that there is a
potential for nasty incidents as both pedestrians and cyclists will share the
same strip of tarmac; with or without markings, this means users will need
to be alert and very careful of one another. Ed.
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News from Saint Michael’s Church
Thanks are given to all who supported
our recent events:- the Moveable
Feast, our ‘Annual Grand Raffle’ and
our Cream Teas and Art Exhibition.
Just over £2,500.00 was raised for
our Church.
We thank all who give their time on
a regular basis to maintain the
churchyard and clean the church.
We would warmly welcome more
volunteers – if you wish to find out
how and when you can help, please
do call me on 858667.
In July, at the end of the academic
year, St. Michael’s Church presented
Bibles to school leavers moving on
to senior education from Silverstone
Church of England School. We again
applied to the ‘Lord Wharton’s Charity’
for Bibles and were successful in this
application. In Philip, Lord Wharton’s
Will of 1696, a clause was written to
provide Bibles to children and young
people. To the present day income
from land in Yorkshire continues to
fund the giving of Bibles.
May I remind you that should you
wish to donate items of food to the
Towcester Food Bank a box is
available in Church – the Church is
open on Saturdays and Sundays and
donations received are taken to
Towcester on a regular basis.
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Our ‘Singing Group – Not a Choir!’
continue to enjoy meeting and
singing, usually fortnightly, in Church.
Reverend Paul would still like to
welcome new people to join the
group. If you would like to come
along we meet at 7.30 p.m. and sing
for approx 1 hour. The next dates
arranged are Thursday 2nd August,
Thursday 16th August, Thursday 30th
August and Thursday 27th September.
Do join us, everyone is welcome!
Bible Reflection Time. We meet on
Wednesday’s in the Church Room at
1.00 p.m. to read Bible Passages and
then to reflect on what these say to us
in our faith. Please do join us as and
when you might be able.
A date for your Diary – our Harvest
Festival will be held on Sunday 7th
October at 10.00 a.m. followed by a
Harvest Lunch in the Church Rooms
– do look for Posters nearer the time.
Should you wish to receive
‘Praise Be! the Bi-Monthly Magazine
for the Whittlewood Benefice by
email, please let The Revd Paul
McLeod know by email –
revpaulmcleod@btinternet.com.
In the July/August edition there is an
item ‘Did you know that a Spacecraft
is coming?’ – from 11th August until
5th November, Peterborough

Cathedral will be playing host to
Tim Peake’s Spacecraft (presented
by Samsung and the Science
Museum Group). Check the
Peterborough Cathedral website
for more information.

A monthly calendar of all Services at
St. Michael’s Church may be seen on
the Church Notice Board.
Judith Paybody

Bookworms unite!
Silverstone Book Club welcomes anyone interested in books, usually fiction.
We all read the same book, one per month and then meet in each others
houses to discuss our views about that month’s book.
Books are chosen by the members and can be classical or just published
works or an old favourite.
All welcome!
Contact Pam Higgins on 01327 858100.

Olney Meadow Volunteers
Come along and join the Olney Meadow Volunteers; the crew that look after the
pocket park at the bottom of Graham Hill/Brackley Road/Green Lane/Cattle End
(yes, it is quite a large space to maintain!).
Parking area at bottom of Graham Hill. Annual hay rake usually at the beginning
of September. Other Saturday work parties for pond clearing, hedge cutting,
bench painting etc. as advertised.
All welcome!
Margaret Holland
01327 857328 | olneymeadow@gmail.com
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Silverstone Gardening Club
Due to the unfortunate circumstance of the Chairman missing the deadline,
there was no garden club report in the last issue! So here is an update:
April - we held our annual Spring Show, when the Church Rooms lit up with
a wonderful display of yellow daffodils. Coffee and cakes were consumed
amongst much lively conversation and prizes were duly awarded.
The winners this year were:
Edna Dodwell Trophy - Mary-Jane Branch
The Spring Show Cup - Anne Pullen
The Geoff Lidgard Cup - Sue Rudland
In a talk given by Chris Ward, a local photographer and wildlife enthusiast, we
learnt about the changing patterns of wildlife in this country, illustrated by his
beautiful photographs.
May – We held a plant Bring & Buy in the beautiful garden of Mary-Jane and
Jim Branch. All manner of plants exchanged owners and no doubt are now
flourishing in new gardens.
Village Enhancement Project: I hope you all enjoyed the vibrant Spring display
of tulips outside the house adjacent to The White Horse and Crofts. This has
now been replaced with summer bedding and we have added colourful summer
displays in large planters in front of the Church and in window boxes to liven
up the black hole, otherwise known as the Bus Shelter. Of course having at last
got this project under way, we are having the hottest June on record meaning a
great deal of watering. So you may have seen several people walking around the
village clutching watering cans!
The large planters were purchased with a grant obtained under the New Homes
Bonus Scheme. Money from fund raising has enabled us to purchase plants and
soil. We are very grateful to the Chapel Community for donating £130 to the
project, the proceeds from the Community Café in May and we look forward to
other organizations and businesses getting involved. I hope you agree this is a
worthwhile project to make our village an even better place to live!
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June – Colin Ward from Swines Meadow Farm Nursery brought a wonderful
selection of plants suitable for shady parts of the garden and showed us there is
no reason to have dark uninteresting corners!
Flaming June at last lived up to its name and we held our Open Garden event
on the glorious summer’s afternoon of 24th. There were eight gardens open,
whose owners had primped, pruned, weeded and watered to make their gardens
look splendid for visitors from near and far. Welcome sustenance was provided
by a team of ladies at the Church Rooms. Beautiful gardens and cream teas - a
quintessentially British summer afternoon! The event raised over £725 for Riding
for the Disabled and £275 from refreshments for Church Funds. Well done to all,
with special thanks to those who opened their gardens for us to enjoy.

Lavender walk in Ruth Reddall’s garden

Peonies in Mea Potter’s garden
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Jimmy Adams’ vegetable patch

Floral arrangement Jimmy’s flowers arranged
by Heather Coles

Later that week we enjoyed an evening visit to two splendid private gardens
of members living in Slapton, Amanda Bell and Philippa Heumann. It was a
perfect summers evening and having admired their handiwork and discussed
horticultural matters, we enjoyed a glass of wine and nibbles. A perfect end
to our summer season.
If you would like to join our club, new members are always welcome.
Please contact the membership secretary Ruth Reddall 01327 857938 or look at
our website: silverstonegardeningclub.org. We resume in September.
Sue Rudland
Chairman Silverstone Gardening Club
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Play
Cricket !
at

Silverstone Cricket Club
We are a friendly, sociable club and welcome new
players of all ages and abilities.
For further information please contact John Fowler on:
07860 301849

Clubs listing update
For those interested in an updated version of the Silverstone Clubs listing as
shown in the last edition (centre page pull-out), we will be publishing this
again later this year. If your organisation did not appear (and does not get a
mention in this edition) do please drop us over the details;
Name of organisation
Name of contact
Contact telephone
Contact email
Days and times of meetings
Send to annie.rickard@yahoo.co.uk
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Deadline for October Edition – 15th September 2018

Advertising Rates 2018

Full page
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based
organisations
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£18
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