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News & Views

Bumbling bus bosses strike again
Pre-school needs your help!
Protect your home and the environment
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Bumbling bus bosses strike again
This is the story of two buses; the X91
Brackley to Milton Keynes and the 87
to Brackley to Northampton; both
serving the community in Silverstone.
Two years ago, a contract was
awarded, with a substantial grant from
the Bovis estate section 106 money
(6 figures), to run an X91 bus service
to Milton Keynes. Those in charge said
that over the two year period
they would:
1. Monitor passenger usage
2. Widely publicise the service in
the communities it serves via 		
leaflet drop etc.
3. Carry out a user requirement
survey in the communities
it services.
To the best of our knowledge, the
service was NOT widely publicised.
The communities DID NOT receive
a survey regarding service
requirements and NO follow up
communication was made by
Northamptonshire County Council
(NCC) or Stagecoach explaining that
the service would continue, with
a reduced timetable, after
3rd November.
When asking around folks in Brackley,
Silverstone and Towcester, no one
seems to know which bus stops are
serviced by the X91 as the timetables
are not clear. Consequently, cars
journeys are made instead.
Less than one week before the end
of the contract and with the estate
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not yet halfway through being built,
Northamptonshire County Council
(NCC) issued a Facebook message
that indicated the service was not
sustainable due to passenger
numbers and was going out to tender.
To all intents and purposes, the
message looked like the X91 was not
going to run for a while until the tender was awarded. No clear message
about the ongoing service was issued
via the same medium.
The 87 is the only bus from Brackley
to Northampton, via Silverstone, that
will get you to town before 8am,
allowing for onward travel to offices,
the hospital, industrial areas,
universities and colleges in time for
a 9am start. It has been serving the
bus stops in Silverstone village for
some time, happily making its way
down High Street to the village centre
before its onward journey through the
villages to Northampton Drapery.

Over the weekend of November
2nd/3rd, signs appeared on some bus
stops (but not all those it originally
served), explaining the X91 and 87
would now service different places
during the day. However, at no point
were the users of the service, told
that the 87 and X91 routes had been
changed in Silverstone.

they left it as was. Now it seems, the
buses are being removed from the
heart of the village by stealth.
NCC’s communication has been
shocking. On the one hand we are
being told that routes are no longer
sustainable due to poor passenger
numbers whilst on the other, the
communities have little or no idea
what buses are running, when or
from where. Don’t try and read a bus
timetable – they are either completely
blurred due to damp or so far up the
posts they cannot be read by anyone
under 6 feet tall!

Muddy mess. Timetable is 5’5” off the ground!

If NCC want our communities to use
sustainable transport they need to tell
everyone on the routes:

It now excludes the centre of the
village and instead, stops once at the
Catchyard Farm bus stop which is
currently under 6” of sticky mud due
to the path works. Passengers are
forced to stand in the road where the
bus pulls in. In addition, the position
of the stop means that the bus
completely blocks sight of anyone
stepping onto the zebra crossing,
from passing motorists.

They need to publicise the services
better and ask the communities where
they need to be and when. Let’s have
this survey that was promised but
not delivered!

Anyone who attends the village
meetings will remember Stagecoach
appearing a few years back. Their
representative stated that in their
opinion, the centre of the village was
now the Towcester Road due to the
Bovis estate. After some pretty lively
questioning, he admitted he had not
actually been to the village for some
time and really did not know what was
where. After reviewing their decision,

Good luck reading this!

a.
b.
c.
d.

There is a bus service running
What time it runs
What bus stops it services
Where those bus stops are
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They should NOT change the routes
of the buses without clear notice or
communication to the regular users
on the route.
It would be nice if Stagecoach/NCC
got the naming of the village stops
right. For some time now, our pub

stop has been called the White Hart on
the 87 timetable.
If the larger buses are not financially
sustainable, then switch to smaller
ones on the quieter routes.
Stagecoach should correct the
timetables on their website (the
mixed 87/88 timetable still shows
the 7am 87 coming into the heart of
the village two weeks after
the change).
They should provide a key to the
abbreviations used so that timetables
clearly indicate which stops are
serviced. The current arrows
sometimes mean they are serviced
and sometimes they are not.

They should issue an accurate map
that shows exactly where these bus
stops are.
They should ensure that all bus stops
are under lighting. The UTC/circuit bus
stops along the Dadford Road
are pitch black.
Messrs Wragg, Bird, Ellerby and
Smithers, if you are reading this, the
actions above are just common sense.
There is nothing ground-breaking
about asking what your customers
want, informing them of what is
available and telling them of any
changes before they happen. This is
Customer Care 101; one of the
fundamental tasks of your role
in delivering transport services
to Northamptonshire.

What do these down arrows mean?
Where does the bus stop on this route?

Our South Northamptonshire Councillor has been in touch with
Northamptonshire County Council, which is responsible for bus services in
the county, to complain about the total lack of communication. The
subsequent unsatisfactory response received has resulted in this being
escalated. The Leader of South Northants Council has requested that the
Chief Executive of NCC intervene and get some sort of response – a reply
is awaited.
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Your local graphic design,
print and web design company.
silverstonedesignsolutions.com

Logo Design | Leaﬂets | Websites | Adverts | Books
Exhibition banners | Posters | Booklets | Brochures
S I LV E R S T O N E

01327 856752
rosanne@silverstonedesignsolutions.com
www.silverstonedesignsolutions.com

Silverstone Design Solutions
Wildwood Studio, 23 High Street, Silverstone, Northants NN12 8US
Silverstone Design Solutions is a trading name of myTRUessence Ltd.

Can you help Silverstone
Pre-school?
Charity Number: 1023791
WHY DO WE NEED YOUR HELP?
Parents of children aged 3 & 4 qualify for either 15 or 30 hours of funding from
the Government dependant on eligibility.
•
•
•

The Government pays the Pre-school £3.66 per hour per child
The actual current cost of running the Pre-school is £5.50 per hour per child
The difference of £1.84 per hour per child has to be raised by the
Pre-school, as it is a charity. As a result of this we are continuously looking
for fundraising opportunities within the village and wider community. To give
you an idea, this means that typically we have to raise £1048.80 for a 15
hour funded child per year and £2097.60 for a 30 hour funded child.

WHAT HELP DO WE NEED?
If you interested in helping this wonderful community service, here are our
current fund-raising projects:
FoSS Christmas Fair and Raffle:
We are jointly hosting the FoSS Christmas Fair and Raffle this year. The
Christmas Fair will be held at Silverstone Primary School on Sunday the 1st of
December 1-4pm. We would very much appreciate it if you are able to support
this event or buy raffle tickets.
Raffle tickets are available from the Preschool during opening hours or can be
requested via email and arranged to be collected.
Donations:
Financial donations: Would your business like to financially contribute to help us
keep this vital service going?
Are you planning a sporting event or challenge in 2020 and would like to raise
some money to support Silverstone Pre-School?
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NOT SURE WHAT A PRE-SCHOOL DOES?
Silverstone Pre-school was established over 40 years ago and is proud to
provide a vital service to the community.
The Pre-school delivers high quality education and childcare to young
children from Silverstone and the surrounding towns and villages. We accept
applications from children aged 2-4, accommodating up to 30 per session
in a familiar school setting.
There is no better preparation for the crucial transition to ‘big school’ than
the local Pre-school. We have a strong relationship with Silverstone Primary and
delight in seeing the former Pre-school children settle comfortably into their
new surroundings, at what can be a nervous time for both parents and children.
We are proud to be able to provide the 15 hour Government entitlement as well
as the extended 30 hour funding for all eligible 3 & 4 year olds
Please get in touch with us via email if you would like to know more or can help
us maintain this vital village resource: info@silverstonepreschool.org.uk

James Smart
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We accept children from 2 years old

A charity-run pre-school based in the heart of Silverstone, offering
high quality care and education to the children of our local community.
We follow the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum to provide
a high standard of pre-school education. The children also enjoy a
range of other activities such as;

Cooking lessons
Walks around the village

Singing
A wide variety of crafts

The warm and welcoming atmosphere fostered by our staff is
something that is often commented upon by the parents of our children.
Our children are happy and well cared for.
Please come and visit us and see the staff and children of Silverstone
Pre-School in action. We are looking forward to meeting you!

To organise a visit, please contact the manager, Emily Lockett, on
01327 858886 or visit www.silverstonepreschool.co.uk
Silverstone Pre-School, Chapel Rooms, Murswell Lane, Silverstone, Northants NN12 8UT

Protect your home and environment
A Smoke Screen or the Dirty Truth
about using our fires and solid fuel
stoves at home?
Most people will have seen, heard or
read about the plans the government
has introduced and are planning to
put in place by 2022 regarding the
use of open fires and solid fuel
stoves (log burners). They intend to
implement these plans with the help
of local councils through information
and education of those people in their
constituencies. This distribution of
information will aid and help combat
the amount of pollution in the
atmosphere and more importantly
to reduce the amount of pollution in
the air we breathe in their respective
council areas.

By far the biggest cause of PM 2.5
pollution comes from what is termed
as Domestic Burning. A massive 38%
of all the PM 2.5 pollution we make
and pollute the air with as a nation,
is produced this way. To clarify, over
1/3rd of all the air pollution we create
as the UK comes from burning wood
and coal at home. This is more than
the PM 2.5 pollution from all our
manufacturing industries using
combustion processes, combined.
Industry is responsible for 16% with
Road Transport producing 12% and
solvents used in industry adding a
further 13%.

To better understand the issue of
air pollution and the effect it has on
us and our health the Government
conducted a large scale research programme into all aspects of pollution
and climate change. The findings of
the research and the plans to combat
the pollution have been published in
a report called The Clean Air Strategy
2019. The full report can be found,
read or downloaded for free at:
https://www.gov.u.k/government/
publications/clean-air-strategy

What is the Government doing about
PM 2.5 Pollution?
The Government is putting into place
recommendations made by industry
specialists, scientists who deal with
combating air pollution and those
bodies involved with solid fuel
industry. Most of the Governments
plans have been devolved to local
council levels to implement and
police where appropriate. There are
several ways to do this and new laws
are coming into force over the
coming years will help enforce how
we apply the recommendations made
in the Clean Air Strategy.

What is the biggest single cause of
air pollution in the UK and in
South Northants?

What Can I do to Help?
What you do at home will have the
greatest effect in reducing the amount
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of PM 2.5 pollution in the SNC area.
What you do will greatly improve the
quality of air we breathe.
Firstly, a clean flue is a safe flue. Not
just safer for you and those you share
your home with but safer for your
neighbours and cleaner for our
environment. Always ensure your
chimney is clean and cleaned
regularly by a professional Chimney
sweep. A professional chimney sweep
is designated as someone who has
been trained to an “industry accepted”
and “best practice” standards. As yet,
chimney sweeping is an unregulated
industry requiring no registration
to practice. Hopefully this will soon
change with new laws coming into
place to standardise and regulate
everyone working in this area of
expertise. Professional Chimney
sweeps should be able to issue
insurance backed Sweep or Flue
Safety Certificates as part of their
service. Most house or home
insurance companies require you to
have your chimney swept yearly if you
are using your fire. Please check your
house insurance small print.
Regular sweeping of your chimney
also reduces the risk of chimney fires.
Solid fuel industry experts recommend
annual, bi-annual or quarterly
sweeping of your chimney when in
use and depending on what you have
installed, how often you use it and
what you are burning. Ask your
chimney sweep for details on how
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often you should be sweeping
your chimney.
Keep your solid fuel stove (log
burner) in tip top condition. Again,
most chimney sweeps have been
trained on how to service your stove
and how to keep your appliance
working at its best and therefore least
polluting. Many sweeps can provide
replacement parts for your equipment
or advise you where to get them from.
Professional Chimney sweeps can
advise you on how best to use your
fire or stove controls and how to get
the best from them.
What you burn on your stove has a big
effect on how much pollution you put
into the atmosphere. You should only
burn the appropriate fuels
suitable for use in your appliance.
This means burning only clean, dry
coal and clean, dry, seasoned or
kiln dried hard wood. You should
never burn rubbish, nappies, plastic
or household waste on your fires or
in your solid fuel stoves. Do not be
tempted to burn freshly felled tree
logs, pine (especially Leylandii) soft
wood or wood that has been
previously used in construction. Pine
and soft woods remain very sappy for
much longer than hard wood. The
sap in this wood doesn’t burn cleanly
or efficiently and forms a coating of a
tar like substance in your chimney or
flue. This is one of the most common
causes of chimney fires. Wood that

has been used in construction
(decking boards or fence posts) has
usually been through a process called
tanalisation to prevent rot and to give
them a longer life. When this sort of
wood is burnt on your open fire or
in your stove it does not give off as
much heat per kilo of wood when
compared to hard wood of a similar
weight. Further, when burning treated
wood on fires and in stoves it creates
a form of arsenic gas that is very
dangerous to us and further pollutes
the air we breathe.
Only buy logs and coal from
recognised solid fuel merchants.
Please don’t burn wood supplied
from your neighbour who has had his
tree cut down last week or from an
unknown person knocking on your
door offering cut price deals on coal
and logs. The Government is trying
to set accepted industry standards to
this part of the solid fuel industry also.
They have set up a registered body
of suppliers and are encouraging fuel
and log suppliers from around the
UK to register with them.This
organisation is called Ready to Burn
and will standardise the moisture
content of wood suitable to burn and
standardise the constituent parts or
makeup of the coal we burn and are
able to purchase from registered
suppliers. We are lucky in SNC when it
comes to log and coal suppliers as our
suppliers and companies are some
of the best in the UK. Again, your

chimney sweep will be able to
recommend log and coal agents who
can provide logs and coal suitable for
home burning.
You are better using a Defra approved
solid fuel or multi fuel stoves than an
open fire. As you have seen open fires
generally produce far more pollution
than when compared to stoves and
Defra approved stoves. Using a stove
will greatly reduce the amount of
pollution we put into the air.
Depending on the model chosen the
purchase and installation of the stoves
can be expensive. The cost of
installing a Defra approved solid fuel
stove is usually reclaimed in financial
savings accrued on heating oil or gas
over a number of years depending on
usage figures. If you decide you wish
to have a “log burner” or solid fuel
stove fitted you must only use only a
registered installer to fit it.
Solid fuel stove fitting requires a
registration licence only issued to
registered installers who have
completed and passed mandatory
courses on stove installation. This
governing body that covers the
installation of stoves is called HETAS.
Details of their organisation and
legislation concerning the fitting of
solid fuel stoves can be found at:
www.hetas.co.uk. HETAS is designed
to ensure all stoves are fitted safely
and conform to current building
regulations. Again, ask your chimney
sweep who the local installers are and
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if they are HETAS Registered.
Always have you Oil Fired, Gas or
Bio-mass boilers serviced regularly
by a qualified engineer. OFTEC
Registration is required to inspect,
repair and service an oil fired boiler
just as Gas Safe Registration is
required to inspect, repair and
service a gas boiler. Please make sure
your engineer is in date and up to
date with his registration and training.
Re-certification training is mandatory
for these trades. Part of the service
on these boilers is called Flue Gas
Analysis. This test determines how
clean the waste gas produced by the
combustion taking place in your boiler
is and how efficient your boiler is. This
test is often used as an indicator as to
when the flue needs cleaning on these
boilers. Most oil and gas boilers that
have chimneys/flues require sweeping
every five years. Your service engineer
can advise when or if this is necessary
during the service, depending on the
results of the Flue Gas Analysis or
Gas Spill Test.

us as residents but also on our Local
Council and Councillors in leading the
way as they have done with domestic
waste and recycling. Ultimately and far
more importantly it would quickly lead
to better quality and a cleaner air for
us all to breathe.
If you remember anything from this
reading article, try to remember this
one thing; A Clean Flue is a Safe Flue.
You can ask your local chimney sweep
for details on the Clean Air Strategy
and what you can do to help improve
the quality of air that you, your
family, your friends and your
neighbours breathe while he is
sweeping your chimney.
* All facts and figures quoted in this
article come from and can be found in
the Clean Air Strategy 2019 report.
Evan Hand

South Northants has been a leading
light borough in looking after our
environment and in the quest to
reduce the amount of waste we
put into land fill each month. With
your help we could easily be one of
the country’s leading lights when it
comes to the Clean Air Strategy too.
This would not only reflect well on
James Smart
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MUSIC LESSONS
In Silverstone by Phil Chamberlain

IT’S NEVER TOO LATE
To learn a musical instrument

Piano | Guitar | Bass | Drums | Saxophone
You don’t have to be great or have the highest ambition.
You just have to want to do it for it’s own sake, for fun, for
curiosity. No rules. No obligations. Give it as much time
as you want to.
Every lesson tailored to the individual. Why not
book now and make a start straight away?
Or buy a voucher for a lesson or introductory
course for a loved one this Christmas.

m.me/phil.chamberlain.50
07740 304 671
phil.chamberlain@hotmail.co.uk

MUSIC IS GOOD FOR THE BODY, MIND & SOUL

News from Saint Michael’s Church
Some December dates for your diaries!
Melanie and her team will be holding another
Cake and Coffee Morning on Saturday 7th
December 10 a.m. to 12 noon in the Church
Rooms. Second-hand books will again be available
for a small donation. These Saturday morning get
togethers have been very popular and we thank all
who have joined us.
Also, on Saturday 7th December a ‘Children’s Activities and Christingle Event’
at 1.30 p.m. in the Church Rooms. Christingles will be made along with craft
activities and learning Christingle Songs. This will be followed by a short Service
in the Church. Please see our Posters within this magazine for more details.
We will be cleaning the Church at 10 a.m. on Monday 9th December – if you
are able to help please do join us.
On Wednesday 11th December we will be singing Carols from 6.00 p.m. on the
Green in front of the Bovis Homes. A collection will be taken and donated to
the Hope Centre, helping homeless people in Northampton. Come along and
join us!
A ‘Christmas Soup Lunch’ will be held on Monday 16th December from 12
noon to 1.30 in the Church Rooms. Our Autumn Soup Lunches have been
exceedingly popular and we thank all who have contributed in any way to make
them such enjoyable occasions.
Please join Reverend Paul and many more for ‘Beer and Carols’ in The White
Horse on Thursday 19th December from 7.00 p.m.
All the times and dates of Services throughout Advent and Christmas will be
found on the ‘Christmas Card from the Churches’ which will be delivered to all
homes within the village and outlying areas.
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CHRISTMAS IN ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH,
SILVERSTONE
Village Carol Service at Methodist Chapel
Sunday 22nd December, 4 p.m.
Midnight Mass : Christmas Eve, 11:30 p.m.
Christmas Worship : Christmas Day 10:30 a.m.

(with Holy Eucharist from reserved Sacrament)

Join us for our Children’s Activity afternoon
Saturday 7th December 2019
1:30 p.m.
Silverstone Church Rooms.
[Primary School Age Children]
Finishing with a simple Christingle Celebration
in St Michael’s Church at 4 p.m.

To attend, please contact our Administrator at : admin@mandswilliams.me.uk.
Book in before we’re full!

News from the Methodist Chapel
We will all soon be busy with our
preparations for Christmas as we
enter into the season of Advent.
At the foremost of our thoughts may
we remember that Jesus is the reason
for all of our celebrations.

Emily Holton

This Christmas the Chapel will be
adding some very beautifully knitted
Nativity figures into our stable. These
have been lovingly made for us by 6
very talented ladies and we are so very
pleased to receive them, thank you so
much – you know who you are!
Thank you very much to everyone
who gave gifts at our Harvest Festival
services and from the Preschool
children which all went to the
Towcester Food Bank. There was

an amazing amount of food and we
know it will be much appreciated by
those who will receive it.
Our Soup & Pudding lunches went
well in September, thank you to
everyone who came along and
supported this event.
The South Northants Art Trail once
again came to the Chapel in October
and this year there were 8 artists with
us. It was such a joy to see all their
amazing work and to see so many
visitors. The Cafe was open for each
of the 9 days and raised £437.85. This
year we had a short service on the last
Sunday of the Art Trail, and it was a
very special time celebrating the work
of all the artists. Mrs Ros Peedle (who
is a member of the Quilters Guild)
brought along a memory quilt she
had made and led the service. The
collection taken at the service
amounted to £155 and combined with
the amount from the Cafe meant that
we were able to send £592.85 to All
We Can – the Methodist Relief and
Development Fund – for their
appeal to help all those suffering the
effects of the hurricane in the
Bahamas. Thank you all for your
generous giving.
We had our Tea and Cake event at
the end of October when we invited
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James Smart

all those who were new to the village
to come and see what happens here
in Silverstone. Representatives from
the various village organisations/clubs
came to promote and advertise their
activities. Thank you to Ruth, Mark
and team for all their preparation and
planning, to all the representatives
who came and gave their time, to
those who made and bought cakes
for the event and helped on the day
and everyone who came and joined
us, it was a lovely and informative
afternoon.
The village came together in
November for the Remembrance
Day service, a special time of
remembrance and thanksgiving for
all those who gave their lives in war.
We will be holding a Quiz and Nibbles
on November 30th at 7.15pm. more
details from Judith 01327 857688.
Sunday services: We would love you
to join us for our Sunday morning
Café Church service which is a very
informal time of worship for all ages
held on the first three Sundays of
each month. We enjoy a lovely free
breakfast together; this is available
from 9 – 9.25am the service begins
at 9.30am with a time of worship and
a speaker. There are things for the
children to do during the service and
we are usually finished by 10.30am –
do pop along sometime and join us,
you’d be made very welcome.

If you prefer a more traditional service
come along at 3pm and again, you’ll
receive a very warm welcome.
On the fourth Sunday of each month
we have a united service with our
friends from St Michaels Church, for
November & December this service
will be held at St Michaels Church
at 10am
Advent/Christmas
We are once again supporting
Northampton General Hospital’s
appeal for donations of Christmas gifts
to go to all patients having to spend
Christmas on the wards. Please see
more information about this in the
Community Cafe report or if you’d like
to know more please contact Judith
01327 857688. New, unwrapped gifts
can be brought to the Cafe or to the
Chapel when it is open for services on
a Sunday or given to Judith. Please
remember the men and the elderly
this year as these are the people that
are often forgotten when gifts are
given. The closing date for gifts will
be December 12th. Thank you.
The village Carol Service will be held
in the Chapel this year on Sunday
December 22nd at 4pm. led by Rev
Pat. Mince pies and hot drinks will be
served after the service. Hope you
will join us.
Rev Pat will be leading our Christmas
Eve Communion Service at 7pm
Our usual groups and activities
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continue – Community Cafe,
SpaceTime Youth Club, Care & Share,
Chips, Chaps and Chats, Tiggers, Bible
Study and Prayer Meeting.
If you want to know more about any
of our activities or would like to hire
the chapel or the schoolroom (both
are open plan adaptable spaces)
please contact Trevor 07811 946022.

We also have a mobility scooter (kindly
given to the chapel by Richard Wilson
in memory of Christine) and a manual
wheelchair for anyone to borrow free
of charge, please speak to Natasha
07948 981179.
A very Happy Christmas and a
Peaceful New Year from everyone at
the Chapel

Silverstone Community Café
We were so pleased to host the South Northants Art Trail at the Methodist
Chapel in October. Thank you to all the Volunteers who helped during the
9 days. We raised £437.85 for All We Can the Methodist Relief and
Development Fund for their appeal for those suffering the effects of the
hurricane in the Bahamas.
The café in November raised £202 for our village preschool. In December
all profit will go to Action for Children who protect the vulnerable from neglect
and abuse, support young people who are
homeless and those who care for others.
We will also be collecting for patients having to
spend Christmas in hospital. Gifts of toiletries,
puzzle books, biscuits, gloves, hats, scarves,
sweets, bed socks, playing cards, dominies,
notepads, colouring books all new and
unwrapped can be handed into the Café.
For more information please contact Judith
on 01327 857688
Dates for your diary…… Thursday 12th
December, Thursday 9th January,
Thursday 13th February.
James Smart
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Silverstone Parish Council
Where did the Parish Council’s share of your Council Tax bill go in 2018-19?
This gives an overview of what is spent by the Parish Council in a year for the benefit
of the village and it is always open to comment and suggestions from residents.
Residents are always welcomed to the monthly PC meetings on the second Monday
of each month except August and December. Meetings are held in the Methodist
Church Room at 8pm, 7.40pm if you are interested to see what the Planning
Committee does and there is always a Public Voice item on the Agenda. We look

forward to seeing you.
Bus shelter repairs cost £1134 something which was long overdue.
Removal and installation of a grit bin which the Council took over from NCC
cost £23. Parts for renovation of the telephone box on High Street costs £150.
Admin costs for paper, printer cartridges, telephone, postage, etc., some of
which is shared with other councils amounts to £1828. The council owns no
equipment but uses that belonging to the Clerk.
Electricity for street lighting costs
£1012 and maintenance or upgrade
of lights to LED was £1585. £50 per
annum is also earmarked towards
a five-year recommended testing
programme.
Various areas of the village need
mowing and this costs in the order
of £4634 a year. The Council could
save on this cost by buying back into
the County Council mowing facility
but would then only get three or four
cuts a year with the inevitable knock
on of a very unkempt village. The
Council thinks that this is something
which would not be acceptable to
villagers but this all costs money.

Staff costs (including tax and
expenses account for £11300.
The Council legally has to employ
a Clerk and the Council uses her
home as its office for which an
annual sum is paid. Much cheaper
than renting an office!

£558 was the sum charged by the Council’s Internal and External Auditors
both. The Council has to comply with audit regulations.

£893 covers subscriptions to Local Gov. bodies and organisations and £178
was spent on training Councillors and the Clerk. This is how the Council keeps
up to date with the ever-changing rules and Acts of Parliament by which we
are governed. The council cannot do just what it wants when it wants!

This financial year the PC made
payments related to the production
of the emerging Neighbourhood
Plan of £4992 with a large
proportion of that coming back into
the budget in the form of a grant.

Village handyman works cost £1350
for general maintenance.

£803 was spent in maintaining the 2
pocket parks at Brickle and Olney.

Annual Insurance cover amounts to £1408. Insurance is a statutory
requirement placed on every Council. Each year we compare quotes to get
the best value for money just as you would do for your home or car insurance.
The village Council website costs £460 and bank charges were £72. These
costs cannot be avoided and aid the efficient running of the Council
£31063 was paid on the Church
Street and Old Oak play areas with
a grant of £27940 coming back into
the PC account from SNC’s New
Homes Bonus (relating to the Old
Oak new play equipment).

£8086 was given to the SRA in the
form of a grant and for commercial
waste bins.

AND FINALLY – the sting in the tail!
Dog waste bin maintenance costs
£2480 a year and each new dog bin
installed costs £333. If dog owners
were more vigilant and took home
their dog waste this sum could be
greatly reduced and used for
something more attractive. Please
use the bins provided.

I hope this help villagers to understand how the Parish Council makes its
decision on how much to tell SNC its needs for the Precept for the coming
financial year. This makes up the PC element of your Council Tax bill and how it
planned to spend that money to meet the needs of the village. If you have any
further questions you can make contact with me as the Responsible Financial
Officer and I will endeavour to answer your questions.
Linda Paice,
01327 353622
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Silverstone Primary School
It’s December
and Christmas
is nearly here!
As many of you
know we’ve had
a jam-packed term with numerous
events across the school.
Our younger children were thrilled
when the fire service visited earlier this
term; they were able to have a look
inside the engine and fire the water
hose across the playground. As part of
our Remembrance Day activities we
were delighted to welcome The Royal
British Legion who paraded in our hall
as part of our remembrance service;
and then on Sunday children from the
school presented 34 crosses on the
war memorial in the village
Our Year 3 children have all learnt
to play the ukulele this term and in
November our parents had the
pleasure of watching the Year 3
perform in their ukulele concert. Well
done Year 3 – you are all amazing.
Children from almost every class
have represented our school at
numerous sporting events this term.
We are always delighted that so many
children wish to take part and do their
best, even at sports they may have
only played a few times. As always,
our children display impeccable
sportsmanship and it is always a
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pleasure to take part in these inter
school events.
Now with Christmas nearly upon us
we are all singing carols and learning
lines! Our Reception, Year 1 and
Year 2 are busy preparing for their
nativity and our older children in KS2
are preparing for their Christingle
service at St Michael’s church.
Moving away from the classroom and
the curriculum we have continued to
develop our school provision. Back at
the end of October we were delighted
to have lighting installed in our MUGA
(Multi Use Games Area) out in the
playground. The support from the
Parish Council enabled us to access
a grant to ensure the lights we hoped
for have become a reality. Not only
do they allow us to use the MUGA for
school clubs during darker evenings,
but we can also offer it to be used
within the local community too. If you
would like to know more about hiring
the MUGA, or know anyone else who
might, then please do get in touch
with the school office.
I would like to wish you all a very
Merry Christmas and at this very busy
time of year I hope you are able to
relax and spend time with family and
friends around you.
James Bloomfield

Silverstone in Colour
The beautiful summer bedding
has gone but the planters now
have spring bulbs tucked up
waiting to give us a burst of
colour in the Spring.
Meanwhile, winter pansies, violas and heathers
give us some colour to cheer us through winter
until at least the hardest frosts!
Sue Rudland

Fireworks and bonfire at the track by Paul Salkeld
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Sue Rudland

Anti-speeding stickers
The parish council has purchased some. ‘It’s 30 for a REASON’ and ‘SPEED
KILLS PLEASE SLOW DOWN’ speed limit reminder stickers. These are to
be stuck on the side of waste and recycling bins, which are placed on the
roadside on collection days, to remind drivers of the speed limit. If you
put your bins out on Brackley Road, Church Street, High Street,
Towcester Road or West End and are happy to have these stickers on
your bins, please contact Dermot Bambridge on 01327 857823
dermot.bambridge@southnorthants.gov.uk.
The stickers are limited so priority will be given to bins that are
placed most visibly at places where speeding is of particular concern.
South Northants Council, which owns the bins, has no objection to this
being done.
Dermot Bambridge
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James Smart

Flooding in West End
Some time back, the bridge on the Abthorpe Road at
the bottom of West End was improved and the pipes
increased to allow more through-flow. However, at no
point was the stream subject to regular maintenance or
a “mini-dredging” routine by the Environment Agency to
ensure the water could flow freely at all times. As a result,
the debris has built up and during high water times, has
blocked the free flow of water under the bridge. The
knock on effect is a threat of flooding in lower West
Owen Smith
End….again. What can be done to keep the debris down?
Should we all be responsible for our village stream maintenance and rope in
volunteers, residents, scouts etc. for regular clear outs or should it be down to
the Environment Agency? (I know which one would be quicker!)
Answers on a postcard…

Scouts
Scouts made me a do-er and a give it a go-er. Made me
question and listen and have a wide-open mind. Scouts
made me take a deep breath and speak up. Made me think
on my feet, made me see the big picture, made me ignore
the butterflies and go for it. Scouts made me get back up
and try again. Made me think about what’s next, and plan for
it. Made me jump in, get muddy, give back and get set.
We’re Scouts and everyone’s welcome here.
All genders, races and backgrounds. Every week we
give almost half a million people aged 6-25 the skills
they need for school, college, university, the job
interview, the important speech, the tricky challenge
and the big dreams: the skills they need for life.
You don’t have to be Bear Grylls to volunteer so call
Davina on 07733 551015 or e-mail davina@gnscoutgroup.uk
Don’t forget, Greens Norton Scouts have a troop in Silverstone. Contact Davina
to learn more.
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In the last edition, we paid small tribute to Matthew Croft, who passed away in
July. This was a poem that was written by Vanessa McKendry and read at his
funeral. It was provided for News & Views to share with the community he
served, from Vanessa, Matthew and Sally.

The Favourite One
We All went to the markets and we all sat in our place.
The smell of minty boiled sweets filled any empty space,
I would quickly doze off until we reached the stalls.
Then wish I was at home tucked up in bed and warm.
Unload Stock, unpack shoes and display,
Ladies to the front, men’s to the back, wellies and pumps undercover.
We all knew what we had to do and do it ASAP as customers would soon be round with
sweaty socks and feet.
Soon we would be OK and comfy under the stalls, eye level with the push chairs,
No one would know we were there ,
So, anybody light fingered would be shocked to see our eyes and stare.
I remember Dad painting the bathroom in Daventry, 9 I would have been.
The corner line wasn’t looking straight so I touched it up and Dad wasn’t best pleased.
You’d choose your shoes to dance in, and I’d polish them till they shone.
Then you’d waltz me around on them, but my socks came off for me to stay on.
We’d sing and dance to Jim Reeves and Strauss on Sunday afternoons.
Or tiptoe round the house as you caught up with sleep and snoozed.
Sunday lunch was our family time; we’d close the shop by one.
Enough time for Dad to grab a swift pint as dinner was at two.
Woe betide if you were late us kids were flipping starving,
Waiting for the meat to be carved and the Yorkshire screaming “I’m past it”.
I do recall a Sunday when a customer had guests coming for tea, his wife had
forgotten to thaw the meat out in time for this to be.
So, Dad came to the rescue and said, “ I can help you there”, and sold our joint of roast
beef all seasoned prepped and ready to share.
I can’t think what we ate that day, but we wouldn’t have gone without,
Even if the roast beef was no longer in the house.
(Mum was not a happy bunny and Dad may have gone to the pub past
2 o’clock that day).

When Dad would tie the newspapers up at the end of the night.
He had the knack of pulling string the spot on length, and just right.
So, one day I decided to knot all the bits together he’d saved,
Making one continuous piece that went on forever.
(Dad was not laughing at this; it wasted his time)
I just got the giggles, as per norm and had to go and hide.
You see we all have traits of Dad; we all grit our teeth.
The temper can surface very quick when tested and pushed, at ease.
But we haven’t mastered the chocolate swiss roll squeeze.
We witnessed this one day, a customer had pushed Dads buttons and
we all had to pay.
Us girls would get the giggles and lose it with just a smile,
At times we’d nip down the cellar, in need to cool down for a while.
Dad could never understand how we lost control and would often say that we
were ”crazy mad the lot of you”- We’d simple smile.
I named myself The Favourite One, purely to stand out.
As Dad would always mix us up, but the name left him in no doubt.
(I was the mischievous one)
Working hard on your garden, we shared jobs until late.
Digging all the weeds but always adding love in its place.
In later years I have a job to match what he used to achieve,
Can only appreciate the hours of work he’d put when planting seeds
If I could have a kiss before school, as you used to place.
You’d leave chocolate McVitie crumbs on the side of my face.
(I’d savour this moment more)
I’m off soon, but no need to worry, as you’ll be on this journey
with me just as we have all been with you, on yours.
Love you
Vanessa

Emily Holton

James Smart

Canons Ashby Update
We’re busy getting everything ready
for Christmas, from ordering Christmas
trees to building wooden reindeer:
there’ll be plenty of traditional festive
events and decorations for everyone
to enjoy.
This year Christmas events start on
23 November, and the house is
decorated for Christmas from 30 Nov
– 22 December. “Christmas through
the ages” in the house, will feature Christmas traditions and decorations from
different times in history until the present day.
Father Christmas will be in residence in the house on 7, 8, 14 and 15 December,
so bring the little ones and meet him as they visit the festive house. There’s no
need to book and no extra charge for a chat with Father Christmas at this
special time of year.
Check visitor opening hours, events and find out more about the work that’s
going on to care for Canons Ashby on our website.
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/canons-ashby
What’s on?
We have plenty of events and activities listed on our website. Here are just a few
highlights. Please visit our website to book.

27 & 28
Nov

10am
-12noon
& 1.30pm3.30pm
(two sessions each
day)

Festive
wreath
workshops
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Nothing says ‘Christmas is here’ quite
like a wreath on your front door. Spend a
few hours with our talented flower team
who will help you craft your own festive
wreath using greenery from the grounds
of Canons Ashby. Includes a hot drink to
keep you going whilst you’re perfecting
your creation. £27 per person

30 Nov
– 2 Jan

10-3pm

Reindeer
Trail

30 Nov
– 22
Dec

11-3 (last
entry 2.30)

Christmas From a grand Tudor banquet to a cheery
through
1980s party. Experience Christmas from
the ages
different times in history as you explore
our beautiful festive house. Father
Christmas will be visiting Canons Ashby
on 7, 8, 14 and 15 December – the
little ones can meet him as they visit the
house- there’s no need to book. Normal
admission prices apply, extra charges will
apply for the children’s lucky dip (£2).

7 Dec

11.30-12
and
12.30-1

Festive
handbells

Enjoy the festive sounds of the
Launton Handbell ringers in the
beautiful acoustics of Priory Church.
Wrap up warm and take a pew to enjoy
their beautiful music. Normal
admission prices apply.

Fri 13
Dec

6-7pm
7.308.30pm

Candlelit
evening
tours

Join us for a special after-hours tour
around the decorated house as a
fascinating festive treat. You’ll
experience an atmospheric tour around
some of the main rooms of the house
by our experienced guide, finishing with
a glass of mulled wine and a mince pie.
(The “candles” will be artificial for the
safety of our historic house.) £12 per
person, pre-booking required

Bring your little fawns and explore our
outdoor space this festive season
looking for our rustic wooden reindeer.
Wrap up warm, follow the trail together
and then claim your prize to take home!
NB. This is a reindeer-themed trail, we
do not have live reindeer on site. £3 per
person, normal admission prices apply.
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2 Jan

9.55

New
Year’s
walk

Blow away the cobwebs after the
indulgent Christmas season and get
some fresh air in the beautiful
Northamptonshire Countryside.
This walk is approximately 6 miles long
through across uneven countryside.
Afterwards, the group will go enjoy lunch
together in the tearoom (normal
admission prices apply).

The Rotary Santa of Towcester
Following on from a successful visit of The Rotary
Club of Towcester Santa to the town in 2018, it
has been decided to expand coverage to a number
of areas local to Towcester. Santa will be
visiting Greens Norton, Paulerspury, Blakesley and
the Shires Development in addition to having a
presence at The Bell Plantation Garden Centre, ALDI, Tesco and Waitrose stores.
He will also make an appearance at the Towcester Open Air Carol Service on
Thursday, 19th December.
Santa’s Schedule…
Bells Plantation Garden Centre		
Greens Norton Village			
Paulerspury Village Hall			
ALDI Store Car Park			
Blakesley Community Centre		
TESCO Store Car Park		
`
The Shires, Towcester			
Waitrose Car Park			
Towcester High Street (7.00pm)		

23rd and 24th November
27th November
4th December
6th, 7th and 8th December
11th December
13th, 14th and 15th December
18th December
19th, 20th, 21st and 22nd December
19th December

Come along, meet Santa and support Rotary. Proceeds from collections are
100% used by Rotary to support local and other designated Rotary Charities.

Santa

KICK START 2020
WITH POSITIVITY AND
HEALTH
────
HELPING YOU
REACH YOUR
HEALTH AND LIFE
GOALS
────
LIGHTEN YOUR
MOOD AND EASE
YOUR PAIN

JANUARY SALE
2020
TIME FOR HEALTH

────
HELPING YOU TO
HELP YOURSELF

HEALTH KINESOLOGY/NATURAL BIOENERGETICS, FOR
YOUR BETTER HEALTH AND EASE OF LEARNING
BOOK A HEALTH KINESIOLGY/NATURAL

────
HELPING YOU TO
HELP YOUR CHILD

BIOENERGETICS SESSION BY JANUARY 20TH 2020 AND
HAVE YOUR FIRST SESSION FOR £20, QUOTE SNV2020
TIME FOR HEALTH
SILVERSTONE

2020 PROMO: CALLING PARENTS/CARERS/ THOSE
WHO WORK WITH CHILDREN. NEW COURSE IN

NN128UZ

MOVEMENT BASED LEARNING JANUARY 25TH 2020

07779722924

1 DAY, £30 QUOTING MBL2020

claire@timeforhealth.me
www.timeforhealth.me
CALL CLAIRE : 07779722924

SALE JANUARY 2020
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Silverstone Amateur Dramatics
Present

Friday 21st February
Saturday 22nd February
SRA Pavilion
Church Street
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Silverstone Cricket Club
Silverstone Cricket Club held their end of season p
resentation evening and dinner dance to celebrate one of
the most successful seasons in their history.
The first team finished runners up in the Premier Division
and the second team were Division 4 Champions of the
South Northants Cricket League.
The award winners are:
2nd team batsman of the year - David Hayle
2nd team bowler of the year - Kieran Judd
1st team batsman of the year - Ollie Starbuck
1st team bowler of the year - Ryan Knight
2nd team players’ player - Jack Harris
1st team players’ player - Ryan Knight
2nd team captain’s player - Jack Harris
1st team captain’s player - Ollie Starbuck
& Ryan Knight

Barry Jackson (Life Member) with Kieran
Judd (Second Team Captain)

Clubman of the Year - Ben Cooper
Player of the Year - Dave Williams
Baggy Green Awards - Bruce Benyon, Martin Harris,
Paddy Johnson & Jenny Williams
Special Recognition Award - Bruce Benyon
The club are now playing in the Banbury Indoor League and will be holding nets
at Sponne School starting in February 2020
Matchday Sponsor - Whittlebury Park
**************************************
Thanks for all your support in 2019
John Fowler
07860 301849
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Silverstone Gardening Club
I have just spent a cold but sunny
afternoon raking the golden autumn leaves
off the lawn. It was good exercise, but I
will no doubt pay for it with aching
muscles tomorrow!
Gardening is one of the best occupations
for both body and mind – it says so in the
media, so it must be true (unless it’s fake
news). One thing’s for sure, there is always
something that needs doing in the garden.
So, it’s nice that once a month we at SGC
can meet up to enjoy someone just
talking about other gardens with their
accompanying joys and tribulations.
Last month we had a lively AGM followed by a most informative talk given by
Chris Day on the best fruit and vegetables to grow to provide your “five a day”.
On Monday 25th November our speaker Philip Aubury will be talking about
“Labour–Saving Gardening” - a topic that will certainly be music to my ears and
of interest to many others I’m sure.
There will then be a break for everyone’s
Christmas festivities until we meet again on
27th January 2020 for a talk about the
development of Thenford Gardens and
Arboretum near Banbury. It will be
interesting to hear about and see slides of the
recent developments of this beautiful private
garden owned by Lord Hestletine and his wife
Anne, which many of us have visited with the
club in the past.

Photos: Sue Rudland

Doors open at St. Michaels Church Rooms at
7.15pm Monday 25th November.
All details about the club, its programme and events can be found at:
www.silverstonegardeningclub.org
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December 2019 at the White Horse
6th - Christmas Tree Lighting – 5pm
7th - Breakfast with Santa – 9am
10th - Christmas Market – 5.30pm
19th - Beer & Carols Evening – 7pm
20th - Children’s Christmas Party – 5pm
For all events, check out our
Facebook page

Nice doing business!
Local businesses and services listing

CJR Plastering
All aspects of plastering undertaken. Free quotations.
Follow us on Facebook.
Email carlrumbold@gmail.com or call 07754 803258

Erika’s Tranquil Beauty
I offer a variety of treatments including facial using Neals Yard Remedies
products. I also use Shellac gel polish. The other treatments that I offer are
waxing, eyelash and brow tinting and holistic treatments. So, why not come
and unwind at Erika’s Tranquil Beauty.
You can contact me on 07733152233 or find me on
erikastranquilbeauty

My Current Creations
My name is Jacky and recently moved to Silverstone. I am a registered
cake maker with a 5 star hygiene rating. My business name is MY CURRENT
CREATIONS. I make cakes, cupcakes and occasion cakes. I am happy to
discuss any allergens with you (gluten, dairy, egg, etc.)
I am currently taking orders for Christmas cakes and the last order date for
Christmas delivery will be 15th December. I am self-taught and I am really
enjoying my new venture.
Please contact me on 07814 193136 or email foxjacky666@hotmail.co.uk
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Erika’s Tranquil Beauty
Based in Silverstone
The services I offer:
Beauty and Holistic Treatments
Massage
Hot Stone Massage
Indian Head Massage
Reiki
Christmas
offer:
Gel Nails
Spring offer
Receive
15%
off
You can receive
Waxing
your Þrst treatment!

RII\RXU¾UVW
Offer ends
treatment!
When
31/01/2020
quoting
focus or
Quote
and
with
thisNews
voucher.
Offer ends
Views20/9/19.

Facebook @erikastranquilbeauty
Mobile: 07733152233
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Learn to drive with

RIGHT-RESULT
Driving School
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Patient & Friendly Instructor
Lessons from £20/hour
DSA Registered & Approved
Ford Fiesta with Dual Controls
Local Instructor for 7 Years
Silverstone, Towcester & Villages
Intensive Courses Available

•

Like ‘Right Result Driving School’ on Facebook

www.right-result.net

07799 814 614

Ian@right-result.net | 01327 857 207

Silverstone News & Views is funded by Silverstone Parish Council and delivered
free to 99% of the houses in the village. The few outlying residents outside the
main village confines, are able to pick up a free copy from Crofts Stores.
Editorial Content
Annie Rickard, 58 High Street, Silverstone, NN12 8US. Tel 858371
silverstonenewsandviews@gmail.com
Pat Daly, 21 Hillside Avenue, Silverstone, NN12 8UR. Tel 857067
daly.verdala@btinternet.com
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Rosanne Marriott, 23 High Street, Silverstone, NN12 8US. Tel 856752
rosanne@silverstonedesignsolutions.com
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Phil Reddall, 2 Walnut Close, Silverstone, NN12 8TU. Tel 857938
phil.reddall@gmail.com
News & Views is published 6 times a year, in February, April, June, August,
October and December. Copy date is 15th of preceding month.

Deadline for February Edition – 15th January 2020

Advertising Rates 2019

Full page
Half page
1/3 page
1/4 page

Parish based
businesses
£30
£20
£15
£12

Non-Parish based
businesses
£40
£30
£25
£20

All prices are per issue. Bulk buy 6 editions in advance and only pay for five.
All advertisements are invoiced and settlement is required before cut off.
Contact Annie for more information.
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