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Dangerous junction update
Local author and illustrator release their book
Make your own face mask
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Musings from the Ed
In the midst of a second lockdown, we
are all hoping it does the trick so we
can enjoy Christmas with our loved
ones. Unlike the last one that was
blessed with gorgeous weather, this
one is harder for those who live alone.
Cold, wet and darker days can drag
mood down. The only light on the
horizon is the back-to-back Hallmark
Christmas movies on TV that in this
house, we like to mark out of ten for
their “cheese factor”. Another game
we play is which perfume/aftershave
has the most obscure and weird
advert. I am not sure how jumping
off a pier in a ballgown would
recall the scent of anything except
seaweed!
Another (possible) change is in the
US. I thought our election was
contentious. However, the Americans
have topped it all with a spectacular
performance from opposing factions.
The outcome is still to be confirmed
but the ongoing show of defiance is
quite entertaining if not slightly

shocking (in a slow-motion-trip-overthe-waste-paper-bin whilst-holdinga-tray-of-coffee, kind of way).
It would be nice to put the garden
“to bed” but the mild weather has
meant that many plants are still
flowering and I hate to cut back a
plant when it is still trying to bloom.
Looks like we will be donning full
winter gear whilst grasping the
secateurs in our thermal gloves,
sometime in February at this rate!
At this time of year, our edition is
usually packed with Christmas events,
Fayres and Plays. Sadly, there is none
of that this year. However, we hope
things will be back to normal
soon now the good news has been
announced about vaccines.
All the team at News & Views would
like to wish our readers a very happy
Christmas and a peaceful and
prosperous New Year.

A wintery quote or two from Winnie-the-Pooh.
“Christmas is a togethery sort of holiday” said
Pooh. “That’s my favourite kind” said Piglet.
Our footprints always follow us on days
when it has been snowing. They always
show us where we’ve been but never
where we’re going!
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News from St. Michael’s Church
from home, social media helping us
keep in touch with one another,
going outside to clap to show our
appreciation of essential workers and
realising we have neighbours!

From the Revd Paul McLeod
We move on towards the great Festival
of Christmas. This is normally time for
our communities to come together
for celebration and rejoicing. In 2020
things will be a little different, but this
doesn’t mean we need to celebrate
less for there is still a great deal
to celebrate.
As a Christian there is the joy of the
commemoration of the birth of our
Lord Jesus Christ, yes, the child whose
birth is celebrated is the Christ in
Christmas!
In our communities we have seen
so much change over this past year,
some challenges and difficulties, sadly
much grief and damage to the health,
physically and mentally, of people we
know and love, also those we don’t
know, but who are still important.

I do not know how you will
observe this festive season, I will be
worshipping Christ Jesus, leading
Christians in this, but in ways we might
not have imagined possible this time
last year. I also hope to spend time on
the phone to my family, having time
to open a couple of presents and then
sharing a Christmas meal with my wife.
Whatever way you follow through
this time of year, whether you are a
believer in Christ Jesus or not, may
you find a way to reflect on the
positives of your life and experience
of this year. Find a way to recognise
how wonderful you are, you are here
and that is an amazing achievement.
Have a care for those who struggle
and, if need be, grieve for those who
haven’t made it.

For many of us we have had to learn
new ways of being, with Teams, Zoom
or other platforms I use as we work
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There is a wonderful sense of good
will, generosity and hope that I pray
transcends all the challenges of this
year, or indeed of negativity, that
we can choose to allow into our
existence. Perhaps the easiest way
of expressing this is, choose life!
Let life be good.
During these difficult times we have
been able to hold Services of Holy
Communion at 10 am in each of the
5 churches in our Benefice in turn,
observing the Covid 19 regulations
with a limited number of people
attending. These Services have also
been enjoyed by a large number of
people on Zoom or later on YouTube.
Lockdown in November resulted in the
churches being closed and Services
held on Zoom. Meeting ID: 842 0777
5477 Password: 407786. We are very
grateful to Revd Paul with help from
our Reader, Clare Ray, Reader in
Training from Paulerspury, Lesley
Dale, organist Elizabeth Smith, and
technical assistant John Shrimpton
for organising these Services and
keeping us all in touch.
On Monday, 2nd November a Service
was held at Paulerspury at 6 pm
for “The Commemoration of the
Faithful Departed” for those families
who have lost loved ones in recent
times. On Thursday mornings at 9.30
am each week prior to Lockdown,
Revd Paul led a Holy Communion
Service at St. Michael’s and we will
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hope to resume this pattern when we
can. On Wednesdays from 12 noon to
1 pm he leads a Zoom Bible Reflection
session when anyone can join us if
they wish. Please ask for more details
if you are interested.

On Sunday we were able to hold
our Remembrance Service ably led
once again by Clare and Trevor Ray.
This was a short Service with prayers
and the reading of the names of
villagers on the Memorial who lost
their lives in the 2 World Wars.
Dermot Bambridge laid a wreath
on behalf of the Parish Council.
The Service was attended by approx
75 adults and 12 youngsters observing
the Covid regulations. We are grateful
to Ian Ackerley who provided the
amplification and music and the
young lady bugler who was in
attendance. The collection on
Remembrance Sunday raised £248.11.
This has been sent to the Royal
British Legion.

Sadly, Christmas Services will have to
be restricted this year and there will
be no usual Christmas Eve Midnight
Mass. Instead we are encouraging you
to come out on your doorsteps that
evening at 8 pm, as you did to thank
the NHS, and sing 2 carols to celebrate
this special time, “Away in a Manger”
& “Silent Night”. We can help with the
words if you need them. How good
this will be if lots of you can join in!
The Christmas morning Service for
all 5 churches in our Benefice will be
a Holy Communion at 10 am at St.
James the Great, Paulerspury as this is
the largest church in our Benefice and
gives the opportunity for the largest
restricted attendance. You will need
to contact Revd Paul to book a
space if you would like to be there.
Tel: 01327 858101.
Email: revpaulmcleod@btinternet.com

We have a provisional date for
celebrating “Beer and Carols” online
on Thursday 17th December at 7 pm
– Zoom - Meeting: ID: 332 785 8101
Password : 834545. More details on
Village notice boards and the
Benefice website –
www.whittlewoodparishes.org.com

We also plan to hold a virtual
Christingle for families online and
paper bags containing most of the
items needed plus instructions to
make your own Christingle will be
available for collection at school and
elsewhere nearer the time. Again,
keep an eye open for details.

It is now our custom at St. Michael’s
to celebrate Posada (Las Posadas), a
religious festival celebrated in Hispanic
countries during December. This
commemorates the journey which
Mary, Joseph and their donkey made
from Nazareth to Bethlehem and the
birth of baby Jesus in a stable as there
was no room in the inn. Usually the
figures, made by some of our Village
friends together with a candle travel
round different households in the
community and stay for one night
giving families a chance to remember
the Christmas story. Present
restrictions mean that we cannot do
this, so during November Revd Paul
and his wife Sue have been busy
taking our figures around the Benefice
to photograph them in differing
situations. During December there will
be a different photograph each day
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with a short message on Facebook
and our Whittlewood Benefice
website. Do follow this journey if
you can!
During this year Zoom has proved to
be an excellent tool for us to enable
us to hold Parochial Church Council,
Whittlewood Benefice and Deanery
Meetings. Classes that re-started in
the Church Rooms have had to be
discontinued but hopefully will
resume in the New Year.
Volunteers continue their work to
maintain our beautiful churchyard.
They are sympathetic to the
natural world encouraging wild flora
and fauna as much as possible – our
wild flowers include primroses,
cowslips, ox-eyed daisies, knapweed
and lady’s bedstraw. Having these
flowers and a good selection of trees
encourages bees, hoverflies and other
pollinating insects. Thanks to the
sunny warm weather in April and May
the insects did their work and we are
now blessed with a wonderful crop of
red berries.

Credit: Emily Holton

Ride and Stride 2020 – The Story of
a Bike Ride – in mid September Peter
Coles and John Shrimpton set out to
raise money for the National Churches
Trust. In just under 4 hours they
visited 14 churches in the local area
covering a distance of just under 60
km. Through sponsorship they raised
£300 of which £150 will be donated to
St. Michael’s Church. Two donations
of money were made to St. Michael’s
Church in October for which we give
our sincere thanks and appreciation.
We hope that you will once again
enjoy seeing our lighted crib and star
on the Church Wall during December
and early January and our thanks go to
the Coles family for organising this.
We hope you will be able to join with
us at some time during the Festive
Season to celebrate the birth of our
Saviour and we remind you that we
are here if you need us. We wish you
a Happy Christmas and a blessed and
healthy New Year.
Judith Paybody and Anne Pullen

01327 856050
advice@silverstonemortgages.com
www.silverstonemortgages.com

Silverstone
Community
Christmas
tree
We would love
your help
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Please find the outside
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l
Christmas tree at
The Methodist l
l
Chapel
l
Please bring
along weatherproof
tree decorations,
homemade or bought,
to adD to the outside
Christmas tree.
In these times
of COVID every
decoration is a
symbol of God’s
love and our
prayers for a
brighter future.

1st - 31st December 2020

Chapel HilL, High Street, Silverstone, NN12 8US

The Contrasting Stories of Two Toms
Captain Sir Tom and Private Tom
Over the recent dark months, the
ongoing story of one person’s
warmth and determination has
inspired us all. That is of course
that of Captain Sir Tom Moore.
His drive, words and sacrifices
have lifted everyone leading the
way in every aspect of good
citizenship. This made me reflect
on another Tom, a member of
my family, Private Tom Lovell. In 1914 he lived in Barrack Row, Cattle End and
was a 15 year old boy who tried to enlist at the start of WW1. His application was
refused on the basis of his age.
Following this disappointment, unknown to his family, Tom enlisted under a
new name giving an age acceptable to the authorities. His family endured the
war knowing nothing of Tom’s whereabouts or experiences. When the war
ended, they hoped it would signal his return. As the weeks went on the reality
of this happening slowly evaporated. His mother, like many mothers of the time,
took some solace believing that it was her son who had been chosen to rest in
Westminster Abbey in the Tomb of the Unknown Warrior.
Unlike all the other names on our War Memorial, Tom stands alone as the only
Silverstone men who enlisted but did not return, not having a known grave or
name on a monument in the theatre of war where they fell.
Gerald Lovell

Defibrillator
The village defibrillator is outside the Post Office Sorting Office in Church Street.
In an emergency ring 999, tell them where you are and you’ll be told the
cabinet access code. The machine will then tell you what to do. It is registered
with the East Mids Ambulance Service.
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Welcome to new villagers
We would like to welcome all new
residents to our lovely village.
We have plenty going on, even
in these restricted times. Over
the coming months, we will be
repeating our clubs, organisations
and activities listing. Meanwhile,
you can refer to the existing one
by viewing the October 2019
Credit: Emily Holton
edition of News & Views online at
https://www.silverstonevillage.org/news/2019/10/silverstone-news-and-viewsoctober-2019. Parish Council meeting minutes can be found on the village
website silverstonevillage.org. We also have two very active village Facebook
pages - Silverstone village community group & Silverstone Village private
community group. Some of the new estates also have their own Facebook
pages so it is worth searching to see what is out there.
We have an active Neighbourhood Watch scheme in the village that is now
centralised with automated messages being sent via email to subscribers. You
can join here https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/scheme/3689/silverstone-s42 .
There are three village notice boards. One at the bottom of High Street, one
(Parish Council notices) on the pub wall and one by the SRA.
You will know already about the pub and the shop but there are also other
businesses within the village you may find useful. There is currently a listing
being drawn up that should be published at some point soon. News & Views is
also a good reference point for businesses advertising and if you are new to it,
you will also find a short listing in the rear under “Nice doing business”.
News & Views has been going to over forty years and is YOUR magazine.
Published bi-monthly in February, April, June, August, October and December,
we welcome all input. Write to us, send us articles, pictures, news and we would
love to hear why you picked Silverstone for your new home. We welcome all
sorts of input from locals from celebrations of marriage, exam successes and
births to recipes, quizzes and opinion pieces. Feel free to send us an email to
silverstonenewsandviews@gmail.com.
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RennSport Collective 2020 at Stowe
Photos by Matt Welch

“Down Your Way” – West End

Map of West End in 1900

Over the years, Silverstone village has
developed and grown from a humble,
isolated beginnings to be the larger,
more outward looking village we know
today. Silverstone, like most communities changes to the pressure of the
time and the small village surrounded
by woodland that had to provide for its
own needs is in sharp contrast to the
village we know today. The streets that
were once dominated with horse and
carts, and lattals pulling the timberbaring trailers from the forest to the
woodyards, with more vehicles
carrying the finished products to the
customers. There was little domestic
traffic only carries who transported the
goods to nearby towns and railway
stations. Today they have been replaced
by a swarm of domestic vehicles and
parcel deliveries by UPS, Hermes and
Parcel Force that now criss cross the village from early morning to late at night.

Each part of the village has changed and West End is no different and can be
seen from the photographs on the next couple of pages.
The walk up West End in 1900 was a country road scattered with a few houses,
now by contrast starting at the Abthorpe Road up to the house that was
formerly The Woodmans Arms is non-stop housing with side developments.
The photographs show a very different picture of West End to those that can be
taken today from the 1900 map depicting the sparse development. There were
several woodyards (detailed on p122 of “Silverstone – An Historic Mosaic”) two
drinking houses, a brickyard, and a nationally aclaimed artist’s studio.
Most photographs are self-explanitary but they include one former forgot
West End resident, Miss Alice Mary Burton. Alice had an artist studio in Pyghtle
Cottage. Her work was shown across the land with eight accepted at the Royal
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Academy. The two drinking houses
were The Chequers at the junction
with Blackmires Lane and The
Woodmans Arms further up West End
on the lefthand side. Dramatic changes
over the last forty years has seen an
increase of approxiamately 50 houses
between the Blackmires Turn and the
top of West End.
Housing and development is one thing,
but it is the people that makes a
community; I feel currently West End is
a community both welcoming and
inclusive for all residents to enjoy.

The Woodmans Arms run by Rebecca May

Gerald Lovell

Bill Picketts and Ron Mayo in a woodyard
where Monkswood now stands

Looking up West End near the Blackmires junction

Varney’s woodyard, now Hazelwood.

View looking down West End
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Formerly known as Coronation Terrace

Lady Grimthorpe painted in Pyghtle
Cottage by Miss Alice Burton RBA

Miss Alice Mary Burton RBA

Credit: Emily Holton
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PawZone

One on one service for
all your dog grooming
requirements including
bath & brush & nail clipping

ALL AGES
AND BREEDS
WELCOME

Based in Silverstone
OCN Level 3 qualified dog groomer
Fully Insured
Friendly home environment
No cages used

 Contact Merle on 07834 192250
to discuss your requirements or to make an appointment
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Your local graphic design,
print and web design company.
silverstonedesignsolutions.com

Logo Design | Leaflets | Websites | Adverts | Books
Exhibition banners | Posters | Booklets | Brochures
S I LV E R S T O N E

01327 856752
rosanne@silverstonedesignsolutions.com
www.silverstonedesignsolutions.com

Silverstone Design Solutions
Wildwood Studio, 23 High Street, Silverstone, Northants NN12 8US
Silverstone Design Solutions is a trading name of myTRUessence Ltd.

Megan Smart – Illustrator of Fenton’s Adventures
On Thursday 22 March 2020, I found out it was going to be my last day at
school, due to the outbreak of the Covid-19 virus. I realised that I wasn’t going
to be able to complete my A levels and it would be the last day at school with all
my friends. With all other social activities also being cancelled, I was left with a
feeling of uncertainty about what would happen over the next few months.
I was feeling bored, unmotivated and missing my friends and drawing was my
way of passing time, doing something I enjoy. My neighbour asked me to do
a pencil drawing of her father’s dog for a present. Family and friends then
suggested that I advertise on local Facebook sites, to see if anyone else was
interested in me doing a pencil drawing of a pet or family member, as a way of
making some pocket money, but also to keep me occupied and motivated.
The reaction was overwhelming, and I was asked to do many commissions. But
most exciting of all, Hayley E Mason, the author of Fenton’s Adventures, spotted
my work and asked if I would be interested in illustrating a series of short stories
she was writing for young children, about her cockerpoo dog Fenton.
Over the next few months, Hayley and I worked together ‘virtually’ to complete
the first book of the series, which was recently launched on Amazon.

It was a really exciting opportunity for me. I was really grateful to Hayley, not
only for asking me to illustrate for her, but also for giving me a purpose and a
focus, during these uncertain months.
The whole experience of drawing commissions and illustrating the book led me
to apply for a HNC in Art and Business Practice at Milton Keynes college, which I
have recently started, with the hope of following a career in Art in the future.
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Snippets from the Parish Council
Following the report in the October
issue about potholes and footpaths, a
stile has been replaced near the SRA
field and concerns re the lack of road
markings at the junction of Brackley
Road and Dadford Road caused one
of our members, Dermot Bambridge,
to take up the baton and endeavour to
get something done before a serious
accident occurred. A few stern emails,
garnering support from the Circuit and
MEPC and a resilience to not accept
the answers given, has resulted in the
Give Way lines being repainted. The
degraded surface will be monitored as
it does not meet the criteria for repair
– YET!
The Dog Poo Fairies have been busy
again and, after several reports of
overflowing bins, a new bin has found
a temporary home at the top of the
High Street sharing a post with the
existing bin. We are awaiting written
permission from a local landowner
and, when this comes, the second bin
will be relocated to Winterhills giving a
bin on both sides of the A413.
War Memorial
We are pleased to report that
tendering has proved to be successful
and the area round the War
Memorial will be resurfaced – a start
date is awaited but we are all looking
forward to it being a much-improved
focal point in the village.
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Silverstone WI did its usual job (socially
distanced, of course) and tidied the
garden in time for the Service of
Remembrance. You may also notice,
on passing, that a new plaque has
been installed commemorating the
fact that this garden has been looked
after by members of Silverstone WI
since it was created in 1973. Thanks
to John Johnston for making and
mounting the plaque on a local
piece of oak and to Cliff Rimell who
fitted it to the wall behind the
Memorial. Thanks also to Steve and
Cheryl Hancock at the White Horse for
giving permission to mount the plaque
on the White Horse wall. The plaque
was funded through a grant from Croft
Stores to WI for community projects. A
real community effort.
The annual Remembrance Service
at the War Memorial was curtailed
this year due to Lockdown but did
go ahead, albeit with fewer people in
attendance. Our Parish and District
Councillor, Dermot Bambridge, laid
the wreath on behalf of the Parish
Council and Silverstone Parishioners.
The ‘Silson’ Snake
This has found its new home! Work
is underway to make this a more
permanent feature within the village.
The village handyman, Adam, has been
beavering away tidying and clearing a
piece of ground and, by the time you

read this, the snake will be in place.
The area around the Snake will be
seeded with wild flowers and should
become a lasting memory of such a
difficult time in our village history.
See if you can spot where it is on
your daily constitutional and let’s
hope the seeds give a lovely display
in the new year.
Again, this project was a
community effort which the Parish
Council was pleased to support and
bring to fruition. Thanks to the Friends
of Silverstone School for preserving
the artwork and collecting the stones
ready for relocation.
And finally - COVID 19
The Parish Council would like to
formally acknowledge those many
volunteers led by Lisa Hampson and
Colin Bycroft in setting up the support
group with its ‘Hello! If you are
self-isolating, I can help’ cards which
were posted through each door in the
village in March. Thanks also to the
pupils at our Primary School who
created the cards and ribbon for
distribution. Lisa and Colin were
also instrumental in creating a
supportive Facebook page and were
able to secure someone in every
street in the village who was tasked
with monitoring help needed. These
public-spirited people and their
amazing volunteers deserve our
applause for a job well done.
When we entered into the second

Lockdown in November, the group
quickly sprung back into gear offering
help and support where it was needed.
Let’s hope the newly announced
vaccine will allow a return to some
sort of normality within the next few
months and that we don’t have to
endure another lockdown.
Croft Stores was amongst the first to
offer support to the scheme and have
done a sterling job in keeping in touch
with people and delivering supplies
to those who were housebound or
needed extra support. The kindness
and thoughtfulness of Sally, Matt and
their team has been exemplary.
In these difficult times, running a
foodbank and providing support
alongside managing their busy
establishment is no mean feat. Making
everyone who entered their shop feel
safe and secure was done without fuss
but with a huge amount of empathy
for others.
For being at the very heart of our
community the Parish Council offers
a huge vote of thanks – we are so
fortunate to have you!

Credit : James Smart
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On your bike..?!
..or not, as it seems to be between Towcester, Brackley and
Banbury. As far as we can see, it is tricky to get from town to
town on your bike around here without taking your life in
your own hands.

SNATR A

TOWCESTER
SYRESHAM
BRACKLEY
BANBURY

Even though cyclists can use major A or B roads, mingling
with fast-moving traffic and heavy trucks is not the safest way to get between
these towns and villages, so, sadly, it’s the car or bus (If there is one) for us.
How much better would it be for everyone if there were dedicated, safe active
travel routes that joined up across South Northamptonshire? Routes that take
cyclists, pedestrians and mobility users away from the busy main roads, allowing
us to travel locally, safely, and leave the car at home.
To this end we are looking to raise awareness and increase support in a
Government initiative to get this type of active travel route in our local area,
and everyone can ‘get in the saddle’ to help!
Nowadays we are far more conscious of our impact on the environment, and a
big part of this scheme would be to get everyone using their cars less and their
legs more!

Our aim:
To build a safe active travel route from Towcester to Brackley
alongside the A43, and to Banbury alongside the B4525.
Formally known as the ‘South Northants Active Travel Route A43 & B4525’
We are seeking your support in this initiative
To support our ambition, simply email me, David Cranwell, at
snatra43@gmail.com
Please join our Facebook group: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/2390653717909802
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News from Silverstone School
It’s December
and despite a
very strange
year we are now officially on the
countdown to Christmas! I know I am
repeating myself but I feel it is more
important than ever to say publicly
another thank you to every member of
my team – they continue to impress
me daily with their commitment to the
children, families and our school.
As I look back to the start of the
academic year (September seems
so far away already!) I am incredibly
proud of what we have achieved
this term. It has certainly been a
different one but there is no doubt
in my mind that it’s been a
successful one. Our new Reception
children are now fully immersed in
school life and have settled well into
the daily routines. And our children
across Key Stage 1 and 2 have
continued to embrace all that school
has to offer in these slightly limited
times we find ourselves in.
As part of our Remembrance Day
activities, we took part in a virtual
celebration and were fortunate to have
Mr Fleming one of our music teachers
on site that day to play The Last Post
for the children – it was impressive
to hear the sound carry around the
whole school site. Our Year 6 children,
as always, made the crosses that were
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placed at the war memorial in the
village too.
We have continued to take part
in sporting events, though
predominantly these have been virtual.
The children have completed the
activity here at school and we have
then been ranked against the other
schools who have taken part too. We
are always delighted that so many
children wish to take part and do their
best, even at sports they may have
only played a few times.
Now with Christmas nearly upon us
we have decorated the school (as
much as we can), Christmas lunch
is planned and we’re having a virtual
panto! Sadly, we aren’t singing
Christmas Carols and learning lines for
the nativity, but we are still finding little
ways to bring Christmas alive for our
children. We recognise it’s not quite
the same as normal but hopefully it’s
bringing a smile to us all.
I look forward to seeing you all again
in 2021 for hopefully a calmer and
happier year; but for now I would like
to wish you all a very Merry Christmas
and at this very busy time of year I
hope you are able to relax and
spend time with family and friends
around you.
James Bloomfield

We accept children from 2 years old

A charity-run pre-school based in the heart of Silverstone, offering
high quality care and education to the children of our local community.
We follow the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum to provide
a high standard of pre-school education. The children also enjoy a
range of other activities such as;

Cooking lessons
Walks around the village

Singing
A wide variety of crafts

The warm and welcoming atmosphere fostered by our staff is
something that is often commented upon by the parents of our children.
Our children are happy and well cared for.

We are accepting new children from January 2021
01327

Please contact the manager, Emily Lockett, on
858886 or visit www.silverstonepreschool.co.uk

Silverstone Pre-School, Chapel Rooms, Murswell Lane, Silverstone, Northants NN12 8UT
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Right Results
Theory Quiz
December 2020
See how well you do.
Answers in the rear of this edition.
Q1) You lose control of your car and
damage your garden wall. What must
you do if the property owner isn’t
available?
A. Report the incident to the police
within 24 hours
B. Report the incident to your
insurance company when you
get home
C. Go back and tell the house owner
the next day
D. Find somebody in the area to tell
them about it immediately.
Q2) You’re waiting to turn right out of
the main road. It’s clear to the left but
a lorry is coming from the right. Why
should you wait, even if you have
enough time to turn?
A. The lorry might be slowing down
B. The lorry could suddenly speed up
C. Anything overtaking the lorry will
be hidden from view
D. The load on the lorry might be
unstable.
Q3) Who is responsible for making
sure that the vehicle isn’t overloaded?

B. The owner of the items being
carried
C. The licensing authority
D. The driver of the vehicle
Q4) Under what circumstances would
you be required to notify the Driver
and Vehicle Licensing Agency in
(DVLA)?
A. When your vehicle needs an
MOT certificate
B. When you have to work abroad
C. When you lend your vehicle to
someone
D. When your health affects your
driving
Q5) What would indicate you’re
driving on an icy road?
A.
B.
C.
D.

There is less tyre noise
There is less engine noise
There is less wind noise
There is less transmission noise

Q6) What should you do if it’s raining
and you’re following a lorry on the
motorway?
A. Allow a two-second separation
gap
B. Be aware of spray reducing your
vision
C. Switch your headlights onto
main beam
D. Move into a lane that has less
spray

A. The person who loaded the
vehicle
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Q7) A single-carriageway road has a
national speed limit sign. What is the
maximum permitted speed for a car
towing a trailer?
A.
B.
C.
D.

30 mph
50 mph
40 mph
60 mph

Q8) You are on the motorway. Red
flashing lights appear above your lane
only. What should you do?
A. Continue in that lane and look
for further information
B. Pull onto the hard shoulder
C. Move into another lane in
good time
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D. Stop and wait for instruction
to proceed
Q9) What could cause you to crash if
the level is allowed to get too low?
A.
B.
C.
D.

Brake fluid level
Radiator coolant level
Battery water level
Antifreeze level

Q10) What does it mean if you see a
pedestrian with a dog that has a yellow or burgundy coat?
A.
B.
C.
D.

Pedestrian is an older person
The pedestrian is colourblind
The pedestrian is a dog trainer
The pedestrian is deaf

Nice doing business!
Local businesses and services listing

Fur Babies Dog Walking & Pet Sitting
Fur Babies Dog Walking & Pet Sitting have been running for 3 years now. We are
insured and DBS checked with many years’ experience, as well as both having
Distinction diplomas in Animal Welfare and Management.
For more information, contact us at furbabiesenquiries@hotmail.com
Zoe and Hannah Stockley

Silverstone Distillery
Set in the beating heart of Silverstone Village, our distillery is the perfect place for
like minds to meet and weary ones to relax. Its rustic charm lured us in from the
very beginning when we were searching for a place to call home. Fast-forward to
today and we’re exceptionally proud of how everything has come together,
especially with the launch of our Heritage range of spirits which features a gin
made with 5000-year-old oak!
Aside from being a working distillery, we also offer a calendar of exciting
experiences held right here at our premises, including Gin Schools and Cocktail
Masterclasses as well as unique events featuring locally-loved brands and
businesses. Additionally, our intimate yet inviting space holds up to 30 guests
(plus staff) and provides the perfect venue for private parties, corporate hire
and weddings.
We can’t wait for you to come and visit us very soon and hope you enjoy our
new tipple too!
The Silverstone Distillery Team
Website: www.silverstonedistillery.co.uk
Email: hello@silverstonedistillery.co.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/silverstonedistillery
Silverstone News & Views | 27

Silverstone Gardening Club
Anticipation is half the pleasure of
spending time planting bulbs and
spring flowering plants – but the
long awaited reward of seeing the
emerging shoots, followed by the
riotous colours of springtime flowers
makes the effort so worthwhile.
Pansies have replaced geraniums in
the village planters which should be
full of colour again next spring as the
bulbs come into bloom.

Gardeners can be obsessively tidy
creatures - whisking away weeds
and pruning plants to perfection. It is
important to remember that you share
your plot with creatures who rely on
your garden habitat. Worms and other
tiny soil life need organic matter to be
fed. Bees and butterflies need nectar
and pollen, whereas ladybirds and
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garden birds need insects to feed
their young. And all of them –
whether insect, reptile or mammal –
need shelter.
It is tempting at this time of year to
go into tidiness overdrive. So instead,
leaving some of these jobs until spring
can be beneficial. Therefore, now
could be the time to relax a little,
leaving things alone for a while, and
letting the garden “sleep”. Leave a
few old stems and sticks as a haven
for those aphid-munching ladybirds,
lacewings and ground beetles as they
prepare for the winter months. Next
year the garden-friendly insects
will emerge ready to go to work,
protecting our garden plants from
unwanted pests and aiding a more
organic approach.
The November club meeting (currently
postponed to 2021) was due to be
a holly wreath demonstration to
inspire members to create their own
Christmas displays. However, it
will be good to see the variety of
Christmas
decorations
around the
village, especially
at the end
of such a
challenging year.
Next year we can
hopefully hold

our holly wreath demonstration and
learn how we can make our displays
even better!
The club’s next committee meeting
will be in January 2021 when hopefully
the kinds of events that can be safely
arranged may be discussed with more
optimism.
Season’s greetings from Silverstone
Gardening Club Committee.
Heather Illingworth
Chairman
Silverstone Gardening Club

Emily’s Lockdown Pizza Rolls
Lockdown Pizza Rolls
(Great for Preschoolers)
Shop-bought puff pastry
Tomato puree
Mozzarella
Lay out the sheet of pastry.
Spread on tomato puree.
Cover with mozzarella.
Cut into strips.
Roll up.
Put into a greased roasting dish.
Cook on a medium heat for about 25/30 mins. Or until the pastry is cooked.
Voila! Easy pizza bites for rainy lockdown days!
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COVID-19 News from GOV.UK
All about masks and face coverings
Coronavirus (COVID-19) usually
spreads by droplets from coughs,
sneezes and speaking. These droplets
can also be picked up from surfaces,
if you touch a surface and then your
face without washing your hands first.
This is why social distancing, regular
hand hygiene, and covering coughs
and sneezes is so important in
controlling the spread of the virus.
The best available scientific evidence
is that, when used correctly, wearing
a face covering may reduce the
spread of coronavirus droplets in
certain circumstances, helping to
protect others.
Because face coverings are mainly
intended to protect others, not the
wearer, from coronavirus (COVID-19)
they are not a replacement for social
distancing and regular hand washing.
In England, you must wear a face
covering in the following indoor
settings (from 5 November:
•
•
•

•

public transport (aeroplanes,
trains, trams and buses)
taxis and private hire vehicles
transport hubs (airports, rail and
tram stations and terminals,
maritime ports and terminals, bus
and coach stations and terminals)
shops and supermarkets (places
which offer goods or services for
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•
•
•

•

•
•
•

•
•

•
•

retail sale or hire)
shopping centres (malls and
indoor markets)
auction houses
premises providing hospitality
(bars, pubs, restaurants, cafes),
except when seated at a table to
eat or drink (see exemptions)
post offices, banks, building
societies, high-street solicitors and
accountants, credit unions, shortterm loan providers, savings clubs
and money service businesses
estate and lettings agents
theatres
premises providing personal care
and beauty treatments (hair salons,
barbers, nail salons, massage
centres, tattoo and piercing
parlours)
premises providing veterinary
services
visitor attractions and
entertainment venues
(museums, galleries, cinemas,
theatres, concert halls, cultural
and heritage sites, aquariums,
indoor zoos and visitor farms,
bingo halls, amusement arcades,
adventure activity centres, indoor
sports stadiums, funfairs, theme
parks, casinos, skating rinks,
bowling alleys, indoor play areas
including soft-play areas)
libraries and public reading rooms
places of worship

•

•
•
•
•

funeral service providers (funeral
homes, crematoria and burial
ground chapels)
community centres, youth centres
and social clubs
exhibition halls and conference
centres
public areas in hotels and hostels
storage and distribution facilities

You are expected to wear a face
covering before entering any of these
settings and must keep it on until you
leave unless there is a reasonable
excuse for removing it.
You should also wear a face covering
in indoor places not listed here where
social distancing may be difficult and
where you will come into contact with
people you do not normally meet.
Face coverings are needed in NHS
settings, including hospitals and

primary or community care settings,
such as GP surgeries. They are also
advised to be worn in care homes.
A face covering should:
• cover your nose and mouth
while allowing you to breathe
comfortably
• fit comfortably but securely
against the side of the face
• be secured to the head with ties
or ear loops
• be made of a material that you
find to be comfortable and
breathable, such as cotton
• ideally include at least two layers
of fabric (the World Health
Organization recommends three
depending on the fabric used)
• unless disposable, it should be
able to be washed with other
items of laundry according to
fabric washing instructions and
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dried without causing the face
covering to be damaged

(for example, when leaving and
entering shops on a high street)

When wearing a face covering you
should:
• wash your hands thoroughly with
soap and water for 20 seconds
or use hand sanitiser before
putting a face covering on
• avoid wearing on your neck or
forehead
• avoid touching the part of the
face covering in contact with your
mouth and nose, as it could be
contaminated with the virus
• change the face covering if it
becomes damp or if you’ve
touched it
• avoid taking it off and putting it
back on a lot in quick succession

When removing a face covering:
• wash your hands thoroughly with
soap and water for 20 seconds or
use hand sanitiser before removing
• only handle the straps, ties or clips
• do not give it to someone else
to use
• if single-use, dispose of it
carefully in a residual waste bin
and do not recycle
• if reusable, wash it in line with
manufacturer’s instructions at the
highest temperature appropriate
for the fabric
• wash your hands thoroughly with
soap and water for 20 seconds or
use hand sanitiser once removed.

To make a simple face covering
Items you need for a sewn cloth face covering
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You will need:
• two or three 25cm x 25cm squares
of cotton fabric
• two 20cm pieces of elastic (or string
or cloth strips)
• needle and thread
• scissors
Step 1: Cut out 25cm x 25cm squares of
cotton fabric. Stack the squares on top of
each other.
Step 2: Fold over one side by 0.75cm and
hem, then repeat on the opposite side. Make
2 channels by folding the double layer
of fabric over 1.5cm along each side and
stitching this down.
Step 3: Run a 20cm length of elastic (or string
or cloth strip) through the wider hem on each
side of the face covering. These will be the ear
loops. Use a large needle to thread it through.
Tie the ends tightly.
Step 4: Gently pull on the elastic so that the
knots are tucked inside the hem. Gather the
sides of the covering on the elastic and adjust
so the covering fits your face. Then securely
stitch the elastic in place to keep it from
slipping. These elastic loops fit over the ears.
Face coverings should not be used by children
under the age of 3 or those who may find it
difficult to manage them correctly. For
example, primary age children unassisted,
or those with respiratory conditions.
Always take care to use equipment safely to
avoid injury. Children should only follow these
instructions under the supervision of adult.
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Bedtime story with Grandpa Doc
“Hello children. What would you like
Grandpa to tell you about tonight?”
“Well, Grandpa why do you always call
our home being in ‘The little village in
all the trees’?”
“A good question. It’s because for
many hundreds of years, Silson was
a very little village. It is just a lot
bigger now than it used to be. About
the trees, well that’s because for all
those hundreds of years the village
existed thanks to the trees. Most of
the villagers in those days worked in
the surrounding forests. There is not
much left now so we tend to call them
woods and most of the work for
foresters has gone. Villagers have to
do some other work instead.”
“When Grandpa came to Silson in
1965, there were still about ten timber
yards, but they are now gone and
houses are now in their place. Some
were quite small and were making
hurdles for the use of farmers, taking
them to the local agricultural shows to
sell. They act as temporary fences for
the penning of livestock, mainly sheep.
The bigger yards were making gates,
providing wood for more solid fencing
and selling the timber on for
manufacture elsewhere. Early car
bodies were made with Ash frames
because it was flexible and lasted well.
Mayo`s West End yard provided wood
to the Morgan Car makers who to this
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day have a wooden structure. Elm
trees were much used but are mostly
gone now from Dutch elm disease.
Oak trees were very important being
used in the building of houses and of
ships. Today Oak is still used in houses.
When his house was built in Cattle
End, Grandpa bought an Oak tree that
was cut up and stored for more than
a year before being used, usually it’s
stored much longer.
Oak was so important that the
Silson foresters were given some
Royal protection from the laws of the
time which were very severe on the
taking of deer and even on the
gathering of fire wood. Protection
that was not afforded to others.
For many years wood was used by
villagers for domestic fuel. Few could
afford expensive coal.
The Silverstone Book , ‘An historical
mosaic’, gives a full history of
timber working in the village. If you
can borrow a copy, it lists the timber
yards, large medium and small that
have now disappeared, many gone
before Grandpa arrived. But he wants
to tell you about those who worked
in the forests and in those yards, and
has been helped by Edmund Linnell,
whose life has been spent working
in the biggest of the yards and who
provided a list of 22 yards he
remembered. Three in Cattle End,

Edmund Linnell making part of the new village
stocks in Linnell’s workshop.

two in Onley Close, two in Brackley
Road, two in the High Street, one on
Whittlebury Road, three in Little
London, five in West End, one in
Murswell Lane, and one on Stocks Hill.
Also, Arthur and Ken Bignall worked in
the Forest itself .
Working among the trees was a hard,
dangerous life. Trees don’t take kindly
to being disturbed. Early starts to the
day, at 6am and a late return for
supper in the evening.
Working with tools that were
dangerous in unskilled hands. Felling
a tree so that it landed where it was
wanted required cuts in the right part
of the trunk, be this done of old with
a saw or an axe, or today with a
chainsaw. There were times when a
tree that had part fallen, but was hung
up on another, could be unpredictable
in its final descent. There is a record
of a Silson forester being killed. Others
were doubtless injured. Following the
great gale of 1987 great swathes of
shallow rooted fir trees lay in long lines

on the ground in Bucknells Wood.
Once down and during delivery to
the sawmill, the carters were at risk
with heavy unstable loads on uneven
ground. At the mill, the sawyers were
in constant danger. The belts driving
the saws were unpredictable and the
teeth of the saws were unguarded.
Even in his time as a doctor, Grandpa
has rushed to injuries which could
be severe. Today chainsaws
regularly cause injuries, particularly
in DIY hands. In the winter, the
handling of cold frozen timber, maybe
ice covered, meant that timber
workers did not have soft smooth
hands. More likely cracked and dirt
engrained. Never to come quite clean.
Selection of a tree for a particular
purpose required skill. Grandpa
remembers Aubrey Linnell telling
him that one did not try to estimate
useful timber in a tree when it was
raining because one could not look
upwards clearly. It is amazing that an
experienced forester could estimate
the volume of useful timber in a tree
just by looking at it!
The Hoppus’s Measurer Book gave
over 200 pages of complicated tables
to aid such estimates. He told Grandpa
that it was becoming difficult to find
available Oak Trees for sale close
to Silson. They were having to go
further and further away to find them.
Yet for hundreds of years such trees
were felled from all around us and
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were used in the building of the Navy
upon which the nation depended.
Such shipyards as Bucklers Hard
were many miles away on the South
Coast. In the larger yards, the noise
of the circular and band saws was
deafening to the casual visitor. Once
when going to Linnells to collect
wooden pegs, Grandpa shouted to
Edmund to say what he wanted. He
responded ‘There`s no need to shout
Doctor, I can hear you!‘ A lifetime in
that noise with no ear protection can
lead to deafness at the saw frequency,
whilst normal speech can still be
clearly heard.

purchasers could more easily select a
style of gate. He said that a 12 foot five
bared gate in unplaned timber would
cost 12 shillings and six pence. But
in planed timber, 13 shillings and six
pence. A lot of energy for the
extra shilling!

Like the pig, of which no part was
wasted, even the trotters used, of a
tree, no part above ground is wasted.
Larger timbers for building, for church
pews, doors and staircases and
furniture. Smaller for gates, fencing,
hurdles, firewood, pea and bean sticks
for the garden.

In the Whittlewood Forest lived deer
and the King of the time came for the
pleasure of the hunt. He can’t have
killed them all since three of their
descendants now regularly visit
grandma’s garden and eat all her
prized flowers!

In some countries even the bark
is used for cork, the production of
quinine, the building of canoes. Our
climate does not provide such
luxuries. In our village one of the
common uses was in making gates.
‘Bush ‘ Hale kindly gave Grandpa a
small gate that he had made, which
Grandpa displayed on his surgery
waiting room wall (to mark the site
as being built over Lovell’s old timber
yard). Such small gates were taken
to local shows and fairs so that
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There was, at one time, a wheelwright
in the village, making and repairing the
wheels for the timber wagons. The
local blacksmiths no doubt made the
metal tyres that were shrunk over the
finished wheel. There was probably a
cooper making buckets of wood and
barrels for ale too.

Grandpa Doc’s garage wall which has a collection of
old woods men’s tools and the demonstration gate
given to him by Bush Hale

Though they were sometimes small
businesses, the woodyards were often

in the same family for generations.
The biggest yard, Linnells, has moved
just outside the village; working timber
since about 1880 with brothers Arthur
and Brummy. I was told that before
the last War, a Mr Linnell set aside
good Oak planks for the making of
his and his wife’s coffins when their
time came. When that time did come
a search revealed that the planks were
nowhere to be found - sold on
during the War for National purposes,
no doubt, or to their coffin
maker friend?

behind the Jerry lines and chopped
my finger off ‘.
‘That must have been awful Boggy‘.
‘Well I picked it up and put it on. It
would have been alright, but it fell off
and a chicken picked it up and ran off
with it‘. He was such a regular at The
Royal Oak pub on Brackley Road that
in time, he was given a free pint every
night. Tough as old boots. But that was
the lot of the Silson men of the trees
years ago.

Boggy Denny who had served in the
First World War, his son did the books
at Linnells. Visiting him one day,
Grandpa noted he had a missing
finger. ‘How did that happen Boggy? ‘

Now off to sleep in your nice wooden
bed. Next time I will tell you of some
Silson heroes. Here is a photo of
Grandpa’s collection of woodmen’s
tools and of Edmund Linnell making
the posts for the Village Stocks.

‘Well it were nothing. I was chopping
wood in the Prisoner of War camp

Goodnight, sleep tight”.
Grandpa Doc

An accident waiting to happen
If you follow the Silverstone
Community Facebook page, you
may have seen that I have been
campaigning to get something done
to make the junction between Dadford
Road and Brackley Road safer, and
also get the surface of Brackley Road
between there and West End repaired
as it is getting dangerous too.
As your District Councillor and with
no response from the many requests

for action, I took it up with Councillor
Jason Smithers, who is responsible for
highways in the county council.
He got highways out to inspect the
road and they reported that the
condition was such that it did not
require immediate attention and was
on a long list for future work. I won’t
bore you with all the toing and froing
but I persisted and they did come out
in early November and repainted the
give way markings on Brackley road,
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but not the missing white line that
guides traffic, coming from the north,
left towards the A43 and makes it clear
to drivers going on towards West End
that they don’t have priority.
The email I received on 12th
November said that the road surface
was not a priority and would be in
the long term plan and that the white
line would be done in the next three
months ‘when their team is in the area
next’ – why it was not done when the
road markings were repaired a few
weeks ago goodness only knows.

I am not giving up as I am sure that
with the dark nights it is only time
before there is a serious accident
there. I know from experience only
living a short distance away, that there
have been several minor accidents and
many near misses – as many of you
have confirmed on Facebook.
There was even a, sadly, fatality there
some years ago before the priority
was changed. If you feel like adding
to the support for this,
Jason Smither’s email address is
jsmithers@northamptonshire.gov.uk.

Credit: Marie Carty
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Something Told the Wild Geese
by Rachel Field

Something told the wild geese
It was time to go,
Though the fields lay golden
Something whispered, “snow.”
Leaves were green and stirring,
Berries, luster-glossed,
But beneath warm feathers
Something cautioned, ”frost.”
All the sagging orchards
Steamed with amber spice,
But each wild breast stiffened
At remembered ice.
Something told the wild geese
It was time to fly,
Summer sun was on their wings,
Winter in their cry.
This poem is in the public domain
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l

l

Christmas l
l
Eve Service l
at Silverstone
l
Methodist
l
Chapel
l
l
11.45pm
l
24th December 2020

Please join us to celebrate the
birth of Christ - light of the world.
Walking to the Chapel, we would love
you to become part of a stream of light,
as a symbol that even in the darkest
times the light of the world shines
for each and everyone of us.
To book a place*and if you would
like us to send you a night light jar,
please contact: Trevor 07811 946022
or Natasha 07948 981179

l

Methodist Chapel, Chapel HilL, High Street, Silverstone, NN12 8US

*

COVID - Social distancing measures and track & trace wilL be in place, hence the
requirement to book. An extension to or re-introduction of lockdown wilL mean the service
may have to be cancelLed at short notice - please pray that this is not the case.

News from the Methodist Chapel
We are now in the season of Advent,
the time when we reflect & look
forward to celebrating the birth of
Jesus at Christmas. This year has been
a hugely different and testing time for
us all and maybe Christmas will be too,
but we can all experience the hope of
Emmanuel – God with us – not only
at Christmas but every moment of
every day.
At the Chapel we have so much to
be thankful for – we were so very
pleased that we were able to open the
Chapel again at the beginning of
September and we have been able
to enjoy worshipping together again,
whilst following all the Government
Guidelines for Church worship. We
are also so pleased that Preschool
has been able to use our premises
again and its fantastic to know that the
children are enjoying being together,
learning and having fun.
Our thanks go to everyone in the
village who gave gifts at our Harvest
Festival service and those who put gifts
into the box outside the Chapel during
that Sunday. An amazing amount of
food went to Towcester Foodbank to
help many families struggling at this
time. Thank you too to those who
attended a few socially distanced
coffee mornings in various gardens in
the village in September and for all the
donations that were given in many

different ways to Macmillan Cancer
Care. Thank you to those who placed
poppies outside the Chapel on
Remembrance Sunday and the
donations that were given for the
British Legion.
We so want to be able to reopen the
Community Café, 3 C’s Fish & Chips,
Space Time Youth Club, Creative
Space and the Bible studies once
again, when it is safe for us all. Of
course, for now we have to wait, but
do look out for more information to
be released in the Spring. The Chapel
is a great space in the village where
we can meet up with others, enjoy
time together, be there for each other
and support each other. Even though
we can’t meet up for these things just
now the Chapel family is still here for
you all, for now we just wait, hope
and pray for each other and for all our
future plans.
Christmas plans – please see the
various posters in this edition of News
& Views. There will be a Christmas Tree
outside the Chapel from 1st December
and this is a chance for you all to place
your decorations on the tree as a
symbol of God’s love and prayers for
a brighter future.
We are also supporting the Christmas
Gift appeal for patients in
Northampton General Hospital at
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Christmas. We will receive gifts on the
6th & 13th December at the Chapel
between 10.15 -11.30am (when we are
open for the morning service). If you
need to know more, information is on
the poster, but you can also contact
Judith – 01327 857688.
This year our Christmas Eve service
will be held at 11.45pm. If you would
like to be part of this service as we
celebrate the birth of Christ, the Light
of the World, you will need to book
your place, please see poster for more
information. Do hope you will join us
and bring your night light in a jar
with you.
Although closed again for now, we
hope the Chapel will be open from
the 6th of December, Government
Guidelines permitting, for our Sunday

services at 10.30am to which everyone
is invited – social distance measures
will be in place.
An extension to or re-introduction of
lockdown will mean all our services
may have to be cancelled at short
notice - please pray that this is not
the case.
If you are looking to buy a special gift
for someone this Christmas then do
take a look at this new cook book
A TASTE OF HOME that we at the
Chapel helped to design and produce
over the first lockdown and are
supporting – All proceeds from the
book will be donated to The Passage
to help London’s homeless.
Available from www.amazon.co.uk
A Taste of Home, Kyle Cathie.

Celebrity cookbook published around world
homeless day to mark charity’s 40th Anniversary
Foreword by HRH The Duke of Cambridge
Compiled by Kyle Cathie
Celebrities Donate Exclusive Recipes to
The Passage cookbook, A Taste of Home
London’s largest homelessness charity, The
Passage, is commemorating World Homeless
Day with the publication of A Taste of Home, a
beautifully presented cookbook which highlights
40 years of the charity’s invaluable work,
supporting those who are street homeless.
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HRH The Duke of Cambridge, who
is Royal Patron of The Passage, has
written the foreword. He has visited
the charity many times over the past
30 years and has hands-on experience
of working in The Passage’s kitchen.
He states: ‘What has struck me the
most during this difficult year is the
amazing community spirit and care
for the vulnerable shown by our
nation. A Taste of Home is a
celebration of that wonderful spirit.
It also marks the 40th anniversary of
the founding of The Passage, in a year
which has turned out to be one of the
most pivotal in their history.’
40 first course, 40 main course and
40 dessert recipes have been donated
by celebrities including Mary Berry,
Cherie Blair, Rory Bremner, Samantha
Cameron, David Dimbleby, Stephen
Fry, Ken Hom, Nadiya Hussain, Sir
Paul McCartney, Andrew Marr, Yotam
Ottolenghi, Jon Snow, Rick Stein and
many more.
The charity’s staff have also donated
recipes, including Claudette
Dawkins, Head Chef at The Passage
for 21 years. During the Covid-19
pandemic, Claudette led their
emergency ‘food hub’; providing
over 20,000 meals for rough sleepers
housed in temporary accommodation.
Clients who use the charity’s services
have contributed to the book by

sharing their stories.
Mick Clarke, Chief Executive of
The Passage comments: ‘In the last
40 years The Passage has helped
over 130,000 people to end their
homelessness. As the Covid-19
pandemic took hold we saw what can
be achieved when there is the political
will, sense of urgency and the coming
together of people from all sectors of
society. Working together we helped
thousands off the streets and into
safety. Street homelessness can be
ended; everyone at The Passage is
determined that we will do all we can
to play our part in helping to do
just that.
This special book plays a very
important role in the continuing story
of The Passage. It is a celebration of
people coming together to help those
in need.
At a time when many of our clients
are new to the streets, having become
homeless as a result of the pandemic
and economic crisis, that need has
never been greater.’
All proceeds from the book will be
donated to The Passage to help
London’s homeless.
May God bless you all this Christmas,
keep safe and well and may the New
Year bring us all hope and peace.
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Rosemary’s Garden Tips
Winter Fragrance.
Although many winter plants lack
the bigger showy flowers of summer,
they can more than make up for it
with wonderful, sweet fragrance.
Plant them by pathways, or near
your front door to brighten and
cheer on a cold day. The winter
garden can carry some of the
most powerful scents.
Here are a few of the best that I
have grown before and hugely
recommend.

DAPHNE.
Evergreen with a pink or white
flower, with laurel-like leaves. It has
one of the most heady perfumes of
the whole garden year. There are
several varieties with one of the most
well-known being Daphne
`odora`. They like to be planted in
well drained but humus rich soil.
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SARCOCOCCA.
Also known as `Sweet Box` or
Christmas Box`, it is an evergreen
bushy shrub with small leathery
leaves. Often hidden are the tiny
creamy flowers which emit a superb
perfume all over the garden,
followed later by shiny black berries.
A must have in any winter garden.

VIBURNUM
There are quite a few different
varieties of Viburnum flowering at

different times of the year. But the
one that comes to mind for winter
fragrance is Viburnum `Fragrans`.
It first comes into flower in late
October, then continues to bloom
on bare branches all winter. It has a
delicious but delicate scent. All the
viburnums are very hardy and easy
to grow.

CHINESE WITCH HAZEL
Unusual spidery flowers of gold
or orange appear on bare stems
through December to March.
They smell wonderful with a sharp
slightly citrus smell, they like acidic
soil although I have grown them
in neutral soil where they have
thrived successfully.
ELAEAGNUS ebbingei
With leathery dark, evergreen leaves
it`s sometimes hard to decide where
the wonderful floral scent is coming
from. It flowers during October to
November and the flowers are tiny
and tucked in under the leaves.
Elaeagnus makes a very good hedge
as well as a single shrub. Easy to
grow, it doesn`t mind dry soil and
will put up with salty coastal winds.

MAHONIA
Again, evergreen and a bit spiky, this
tough plant cheers us up in spring
with its bright acid, lemon yellow,
fragrant flowers. After flowering it
has lots of blue/black berries.Often
quite spreading, it does well in light
woodland or a shady border.

WINTER HONEYSUCKLE.
Lonicera fragrantissima flowers
from early December through till
spring. Creamy flowers open on bare
stems with an exceptional honey like
fragrance. It is happy in the sun or a
bit of shade.
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Olney Meadow Pocket Park Pond
Thanks to a group of enthusiastic and
hardworking volunteers the pocket park pond
now looks like a pond again.
Most of the water was pumped out, the layers
of silt and mud which has been accumulating
for a number of years was dug out, and many
of the spreading and invasive roots of the sweet
floating grass, iris and sedge were removed making sure some remained to allow gradual
regrowth.2 weeks of rain finished the task,
refilling the pond with water.
Now tadpoles which hatch next spring might
have time to grow their legs before the pond
dries out again.... we’ll wait and see.
If you enjoy being in the outdoors and
would like to join our friendly band of
volunteers, contact Margaret Holland at
olneymeadow@gmail.com or just turn up
if you see a poster advertising a work party.
You will be very welcome.

Answers to driving test theory quiz on pages 25 & 26
1) A, 2) C, 3) D, 4) D, 5) A, 6) B, 7) B, 8) C, 9) A, 10) D

8 out of 10 Well done! You can now book your driving test.
7 out of 10 Unfortunately, you just missed out but better luck next time.
5 out of 10 oh dear! More practice is needed before you have another
go at the test
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Advertising Rates 2021

Full page
Half page
1/3 page
1/4 page

Parish based
businesses
£30
£20
£15
£12

Non-Parish based
businesses
£40
£30
£25
£20

All prices are per issue. Bulk buy 6 editions in advance and only pay for five.
All advertisements are invoiced and settlement is required before cut off.
Contact Annie for more information.
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