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News & Views

New Year’s Honour for one of our own!
Neighbourhood plan update
Christmas in Silverstone – can you Silverstone
spot your
house?
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Musings from the Ed
Happy New Year to you all and what
a weird end to a very strange year!
In past years I have almost begged for
some downtime between Christmas
and New Year and in 2020 my wish
was granted. Visits were replaced
with phone and online calls,
restaurant meals replaced with DIY.
Instead of dressing up to go out each
day, I stayed in my PJs and gave
my face a makeup free holiday –
apologies to delivery drivers and
the postie for scaring you!
This new Christmas was odd. Not
least because it delivered what I had
begged for but because I missed my
relatives opening their gifts which for
me, is a huge part of the joy of the
holiday as are their hugs. I am not
sure how many will make a permanent
change moving forwards or like me,
will just turn it down a little to give
myself a break.

some excellent delivery services from
local businesses. Most Christmas
presents were purchased online from
Towcester shops and our pubs and
restaurants keep our Saturday night
feasts a’comin’. Well done and a
huge thank you to all shops, pubs
and restaurants that are continuing to
deliver over this period.
One excellent piece of news is that
our own local hero, Gerald Lovell,
has been included on the New Year’s
Honours list for his work in the
community. More on that later from
Anne Pullen and Frank Newton as
well as a message from the man
himself – ever humble in praising
others rather than accepting
praise himself.
Keep safe Silverstone!
Ed

The news that the Covid vaccine was
being rolled out came as a cause for
celebration and as time goes by, more
and more vaccination centres are
opening in the hope that everyone
that wants one, can have one.
Surgeries are still under massive strain.
However, are encouraging people not
to leave that niggle but to get in touch.
This household has benefited from
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Elephant in the Clouds
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Gerald Lovell
What a wonderful surprise it was to hear of Gerald’s award
of a British Empire Medal in the New Year’s Honours List,
and it could not be more deserved. A true village boy born
and bred and having achieved exemplary service to his local
community in so many ways, he is well known and a good
friend to so many of us. You will read more about the many
projects Gerald has been involved in over the years in this
edition and you will all be familiar with the excellent articles
and photos he continues to produce for each edition. His work continued
latterly in helping to put together the historical background of our village for the
Circuit’s “ Silverstone Experience” Exhibition. In the wider County community, he
has been a magistrate since 2010 and continues to organise a team presenting
practical ways of showing their work in Northamptonshire schools.
Altogether Gerald’s total commitment to our local community is much to be
admired and well deserving of national recognition.
Well done Gerald and we hope you and Carolyn will enjoy the award
presentation ceremony later in the year.
Anne Pullen

Thank You Silverstone
I would like to say a big thank you to all who have expressed their
congratulations on my being included on The Queen’s New Year’s Honours
List. Being awarded a BEM (British Empire Medal) was a huge surprise and
I feel especially privileged that my contemporaries, who have both shared
in and supported my work, felt me to be worthy of an honour. The citation
states “for services to the community in Silverstone” but I feel the
community of Silverstone has been an important part of moulding me as a
person. To paraphrase a quote from JFK “It is not so much about what
I have done for the community but what the community has done for me”.
So, thank YOU Silverstone for being a fundamental part of my life.
Gerald Lovell

Silverstone News & Views | 3

Silverstone Lap Land
To find a Covid safe Christmas trip right on
the doorstep was a peach! Covid has affected
not only those who rely on entry fees from
spectators but those lights and laser providers
who rely on concerts. Put the two together
and you have Lap Land!
The event certainly pulled in visitors and locals
were provided their own Silverstone “Aurora
Borealis” each night.
Those that visited seemed to thoroughly
enjoy the event that ran from December to
early January. Packed with lights, living snow globes, lasers and car displays,
everyone got into the Christmas spirit as they drove round listening to Christmas
sounds from Silverstone Radio whilst passing waving Santa’s little helpers.
At the end of a
“blinding” trip
around the circuit,
visitors could
watch a film from
the comfort of
their car in the
drive-in movie
area that included
the Christmas
classic, “The
Snowman”.
Covid Christmas was always going to be a tricky
one but Silverstone Circuit really pulled it out of the
bag for our kids (and us grown ups!).

4 | Silverstone News & Views

Credit: Anne Pullen

Silverstone News
& Views | 31

Credit: Matt Welch

Bedtime stories with Grandpa Doc
‘Hello children. Grandpa has come to
settle you for the night with a tale of
his village heroes. Listen carefully
because these are wonderful people‘.
‘There are many people who have
given of their best for our village. Too
many to tell you of at one bedtime
so I will just mention three with more
another time.

Mr Churchill lived up Winterhills and
Jimmy and his wife Kay, in Rookery
Cottage in Church Street. They worked
well together, and Jimmy is highly
regarded by motor sport as the father
of post war motor racing in this
country. There is no doubt that
together they put our little village
on the map.

Nobody outside knew or cared about
our little village until car racing came
along. Now we are famous!
Just after the last war ended car
racing looked to start up again but
had not many places to go to. The old
Wellington Bomber airfield outside our
village was selected but apart from a
few runways, temporary buildings and
a perimeter road there was nothing.
A Mr Smith Churchill was appointed to
look after the interests of the project
from a Ministry point of view, and a
Scotsman called Jimmy Brown to
make what little there was into a
motor racing circuit.

Mr Churchill
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Jimmy Brown at Silverstone, 1948 – 1988

As years passed Jimmy and Kay moved
to live in the Luffield Abbey farmhouse
in the middle of the circuit. His drive
and enterprise developed the circuit

Jimmy Brown at work with a diesel roller, July 1953

Mr Churchill

from the use of old runways into what
has become one of the best regarded
circuits in the World. In doing so, he
opened up the way forward for the
village because he was, at heart, like
Mr Churchill, a villager. He was also a
farmer since in its early years, crops
were grown in the extensive in-fields,
and pigs for Wall’s Bacon were reared
in the farm buildings. In the days of
relatively few race meetings the circuit
had to pay its way.

Jimmy Brown

‘There are some persons called
‘unsung heros‘, or in this case
heroines. One such was Nurse
Evelyn Mowbray. Not to be
found in the Silverstone Historical
Mosaic book. I can only assume that
this is because she lived at the top
of Whittlebury Road and not in
Silverstone. However, she performed
miracles in Silson. Acting as District
Nurse, District Midwife, Health Visitor
and in organising Home Helps. Four
tasks that these days would entail four
posts. She it was who turned Grandpa
from a new town doctor into a
country doctor; two very different
styles of relating to ones patients.
She was a spinster who lived with her
sister in Whittlebury where she played
the organ at the church. She ran the
Cub Scout pack under its Whittlebury
title, but in effect it was Silverstone
Scouts. Silson had always had The
Boys Brigade based on the Methodist
Church. Grandpa greatly enjoyed our
doing home deliveries together. We
were very much in the period of ‘Call
the Midwife‘. So much more satisfying
than a distant hospital confinement.
He had not realised that for a village
home delivery in those days, there
were certain requirements: A 100-watt
ceiling light bulb to replace a 40-watt
bedside lamp. Bricks to place under
the foot of the bed. Four if rigid but
six if folding, the two extras to prevent
the middle folding up. A pocket full

Silverstone News & Views | 7

of coins in case there was a need to
phone the hospital from the phone
box to ask for The Flying Squad, which
certainly did not fly and was not a
fixed squad, just being those gathered
together for the event. Also, quantities
of old newspaper to wrap up the
‘gubbins’. None of this was part of
his New Town routine where his
practice had 400 home deliveries a
year since they had yet to start
building a hospital!
Miss Mowbray was to be known as
NURSE. She was dogmatic by kindly.
She knew everyone and all about
them. She was golddust to Grandpa
who would like her to be remembered
as a wonderful Silson nurse.
Grandpa’s hero has just been
recognised by the award of a BEM in
the Queen’s New Year Honours list.
Let me tell you about Gerald Lovell
whom you know as Uncle Geb.
He is a Silverstone native. Born in 1951
to Cyril and Brenda Lovell of Kingsley
Road, Silverstone. The youngest of
four children, his late brother Vic, built
the extension to the surgery and
installed the village stocks and did
much other local building.
From the village school Gerald went
to Towcester and then as a Laboratory
Assistant at Pianoforte Supplies Ltd in
Roade. Taking a fistful of “O” Levels,
ONC’s and a HNC in Chemistry on
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the way to become a Licentiate of the
Royal Institute of Chemistry and later
chief Chemist and Business Unit
Manager at PSL. They had a staff of
1700 before they ceased trading in
2010 when Gerald retired.
In 1985 he married Carolyn and
Grandpa was honoured to be best
man. Gerald was lucky because
Carolyn supported his interest in
Silverstone life, and along with their
daughters Alex and Amy they shared
his workload. He had always had
a great interest in his home village
which, in his youth, was lacking in
many things for young children and
adults. So, he joined the Parish Council
and also became a founder member
of the Silverstone Recreational
Association being a member for
28 years.
He became a founder member of the
informal group ‘Send for the usual
suspects‘. Those volunteers who are
always ready to do their best for the
village. Not one to waste time he was
also one of the three founder running
members of Silson Joggers which
to this day is a thriving athletics club.
Gerald’s forte was to be in fund raising
for the project to build and support
the SRA Pavilion. Whilst at the same
time rolling up his sleeves and digging,
humping, lifting and carrying in the
building work itself.
Working with fellow “Silson boy”

Paul Torr, he designed the Formula
One First Day Cover project. In this,
he invited famous racing car drivers
to autograph envelopes which were
franked as ‘ First Day Covers ‘
and were sold to enthusiasts and
collectors. He sold the covers through
the post and by setting up his stall at
the Circuit during major motor race
meetings. He is well known in the
philatelic world. In total he raised
about £130k for charities, principally
for the SRA building projects, Downs
Syndrome Association and Stoke
Mandeville Hospital, along with certain
drivers chosen charities. Without his
funding the Pavilion, though built,
would rapidly have run out of funds.
He sold the last of his covers in 2012.
His funding made such a difference
at a time when finance from public
bodies was not readily available. As
Grandpa’s granny used to say, ‘Pay
as you go. If you can’t pay don’t go!’
With Gerald’s help we went!

He was closely involved with the
Silverstone Circuit who allowed the
raffle of a Mini Car in 1977 and in 1979
and many other yearly raffles on
Grand Prix days.
In his ‘Spare time’ he became a
governor of the Infant and of the
Junior Schools, Chairing the infant
School for three years. Mindful of the
rapid pace of change in the village he
recorded events and places in
photographs, giving slide shows to
raise funds for village organisations.
He made wooden F1 race cars and
organised race nights with them
raising £2k each night for Breast
Cancer charities when Carolyn
was stricken.
He was part of the team that produced
the Silverstone Mosaic Book and you
will have seen his regular contributions
to Silverstone News and Views in the
guise of ‘Ivor Billhook’ and photograph
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quizzes. He worked with others in
recognising Silverstone servicemen
who lost their lives in World Wars.
Still energetic he headed ‘The usual
suspects‘ in the design and erection of
the village sign at the top of the High
Street as well as being involved in the
erection of the village stocks alongside
the War Memorial.
Whilst we draw breath, he was at it
again becoming a Northamptonshire
Magistrate in 2010, and from 2014
headed a team of Magistrates who
visit schools in the Country giving talks
about ‘Magistrates in the Community‘.
Finding time in 2012 to work for the

London Olympic Games at Terminal 4
London Airport, then in 2018 heading
a team to open Northampton
Magistrates Court to the general
public for the first time in twenty
years. That same year he gave his
100th blood donation! Grandpa is
surprised he had any left after all his
good works. Well done Gerald! Local
boy certainly made good. Very good!
Recognised by his peers at long last.
Now off to sleep children. You should
aim to be heroes one day. Goodnight’
Grandpa Doc

Credit: Matt Welch
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Silverstone Community Library
As you may be aware, Kim Downs has started a community library. This is a
great initiative to encourage reading and save unwanted items going to landfill.
We are a community of readers, that was shown by the large numbers of people
requesting the old phone box be reutilised as a book swap stop. Sadly, this was
not to be, and Kim has taken up the mantle. Kim is welcoming donations of
books to keep this initiative alive. You can contact Kim via Facebook Messenger.
The Ed will try and get contact information for those who are not online or on
Facebook for the next edition.

BOOKS, BOOKS, BOOKS!
Thank you to everybody who has delivered books to me in the past few weeks.
Here is a link to the list of books that have kindly been donated. If you would like
to read any of them, please comment below and I will make them available for
collection in a COVID-19 safe manner.
The offer to deliver to anyone in the village still stands, so please let me know if
you would like me to drop some books to you.
I have sorted them into Fiction, Biography, Non-fiction and Children’s books.
I will keep the list up to date so whenever you use the link below you will be able
to see the titles currently available.
There is no expectation for books to be returned, so when you have read them,
they are yours to do with as you wish. If you would like to return them though,
that is fine too.
I hope this all makes sense, feel free to contact me if you have any questions.
The current listing can be found here:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KikECreKm9bCAmy6T8xx8sVNTNb5ez
2J/view?fbclid=IwAR2WuawMicDpX9NMA-UE2ArxzwFlOTAXoIW_cnFVCI0A1DeefaNLnjC_sng
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Silverstone Womens’ Institute
If you had told me when I moved to
Silverstone in December 2014 that
6 years later I would be President of
the WI, I wouldn’t have believed you.
If you’d added that this would be
happening in the middle of a global
pandemic, with the pub shut and us
all wearing masks to go shopping, I
would have had serious doubts about
your sanity. But – here I am, and here
we are.
I must admit to feeling a little daunted.
Steering forward through the
uncharted waters we find ourselves
in at the moment feels like a big
responsibility, but with the help of the
rest of the committee I’ll do my best
to make sure we emerge at the other
end, perhaps not unscathed, but
definitely alive and kicking, and
ready to celebrate our 90th birthday
next year.
Last year we were lucky to be given
some Community money through
Matt and Sally at the shop. We used
some of this to put up a plaque on
the wall in the Memorial Garden to
celebrate our involvement, and after
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much discussion, it has been decided
that the remainder should be used to
provide a bench on the gravelled
area at the top of Little London, and
to plant a tree alongside. We hope that
this will be a welcome addition for
people walking to and from the
village school.
Keeping in touch with our members
during these difficult times has been
something of a challenge, but we
now have a new Facebook group
(search ‘Silverstone WI’) and after a
successful trial run in January we are
planning a programme of Zoom
meetings over the next few months
until we can meet again face to face.
Like our normal meetings, these will
take place on the second Tuesday of
the month, starting at 7.00pm. We
are always happy to welcome new
members, so if you would like to join
us, please get in touch (contact
details below)
Alison Burnley
President, Silverstone WI
alison_burnley@hotmail.com

Your local graphic design,
print and web design company.
silverstonedesignsolutions.com

Logo Design | Leaflets | Websites | Adverts | Books
Exhibition banners | Posters | Booklets | Brochures
S I LV E R S T O N E

01327 856752
rosanne@silverstonedesignsolutions.com
www.silverstonedesignsolutions.com

Silverstone Design Solutions
Wildwood Studio, 23 High Street, Silverstone, Northants NN12 8US
Silverstone Design Solutions is a trading name of myTRUessence Ltd.

Dr Richard Lett of Silverstone
The article that I wrote for the Minchinhampton Parish Magazine earlier this year
has excited some interest in one of Silverstone’s forgotten heroes, and I have
been asked to reveal a little more about Dr Richard Lett and his family. I copy the
article below, and then expand upon family history.
God Bless The NHS: The People’s
Army Who Defend The Sick
The National Health Service is our
army to defend the sick, and we rely
on it today more than ever before.
Everybody knows that it came into
existence as a result of the political
ideals of Aneurin Bevan and the
post Second World War Labour
government. Most probably do not
know, however, how those ideals
became a practicality – how the
political will was turned into a
working National Health Service. The
family history and motivation of the
leading medic at the time, Hugh Lett,
is one which is particularly relevant in
the midst of our present COVID-19
crisis, and may bring comfort and
hope to us in these desperate times.
Hugh Lett was born in 1876, served as
a surgeon in the military hospitals on
the Western Front in World War 1, and
was appointed President of the Royal
College of Surgeons just before the
outbreak of World War 2. In 1946, he
was appointed President of the British
Medical Association, and thus was in
office when the extensive work took
place to turn Bevan’s ideal into an
effective Health Service – not an easy
task, but one which he and the team
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that supported him achieved with
great success. When Sir Hugh Lett,
Baronet, [as he then was] died
in 1964, his obituary included the
following: “his wise statesmanship
proved invaluable to the profession
and the nation in preparing for the
start of the National Health Service.”
What few people knew then, or
know now, is that the creation of a
People’s Army to defend the sick was
something very close to Hugh’s
heart, since he himself had lost his
grandfather, also a doctor, in the
front line of an epidemic not dissimilar
to the one that we are facing today.
In 1854, Dr Richard Lett, aged 39,
was the village GP in Silverstone,
Northamptonshire. He was
therefore very much in the front line
when the village was struck in that
year by a dreadful highly contagious
illness which the medical profession
did not yet understand. In 1854, its
name was Cholera. It was brought
to the village by a visiting friend – a
young maidservant returning from
her situation in a distant town to visit
her widowed mother. Unknowingly
she was carrying cholera and quickly
passed it on to some others in
Silverstone. The disease swept through

the village, killing some [including
the maidservant herself] but
sparing others. There was no vaccine.
Dr Richard Lett had had great
success in treating typhoid fever, and
set about his work compassion, energy
and enthusiasm, hoping to find some
cure for cholera. In 1854, the concept
of Personal Protective Equipment was,
of course, all but non-existent, but the
doctor was not deterred, as medics
never are, by the dangers of his work.
Eventually, Dr Lett caught the disease.
He gave his life for his patients, and
died of the cholera that he had caught
from one of them on 12 September.
He left a widow and five small
children, four girls and a boy.
It was a terrifying and tragic time for
the Lett family and for the people of
the village – but with the fortitude
and courage that the human race
possesses, they got through it. Too
many died, as too many are dying
now, but the village and the majority
of its inhabitants survived. As best they
could in those days, they practiced
social distancing. When, for instance,
a body was laid to rest in the
churchyard, there was no funeral
service inside the church, all was
done in the open air, and the
mourners distanced themselves
from the open grave.
The village recovered and regenerated.
The sadness of loss eased during the
passing of the years, until it became a

distant memory, and all that was left of
the epidemic was a sad line of graves
in the churchyard known as Cholera
Row. Life went on, new lives began,
old lives came naturally to a close,
normality returned. Dr Richard Lett’s
widow brought up his children, and
his son, named Richard after his father,
also became a doctor. He practiced,
like his father, as a GP, in Lincolnshire
and in Yorkshire. He had eight children, the eldest of whom, Hugh Lett,
followed his father and grandfather
into medicine.
It was against that family background
that Hugh Lett worked with the
politicians to create the People’s Army
that defends us today – the National
Health Service. He knew only too well
what the consequences of a lethal
epidemic such as Cholera or
COVID-19 could be, and how much
the people of this country needed the
defence that it has now got. Hugh
Lett guided the medical practicalities
that brought to life the political vision
and drive of Nye Bevin and the Labour
Government of the day, and presided
over the creation of our brave and
much-loved National Health Service.
Hugh’s grandfather Richard, who had
given his life for his patients nearly
one hundred years before, would have
been very proud of what his grandson
and the politicians had achieved.
The message of history, and that of
Silverstone in 1854, is that we will
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come through this sad and
depressing time. COVID-19 is not the
first devastating mystery illness to
strike at us. We have defeated them
before. We will grieve those that we
lose or have lost, but life will go on.
We must think of the future, and of
the hope that our children and
grandchildren will grow up, have
happy lives, and go on to great things.
Richard Lett died on the front line, but
his grandson Hugh went on to help
to create the National Health Service.
And, of course, when we have survived
this, we will meet again!
The Story of Dr Richard Lett
Richard Lett was born into a large
Protestant Irish family in County
Wexford in 1815. The Letts had farmed
for many years, and it seems that
Richard Lett was the first of the
family to go into medicine. He studied
at Trinity College, Dublin. In 1843, he
married a cousin, Elizabeth Sarah Lett,
in Ballycarney Church, Co. Wexford
in 1843. He was by then qualified as a
doctor, and the young couple moved
to England where Richard began work
as a GP. It is not known whether
Silverstone was the first job that he
took in England, but he was certainly
well established there by the 1850s.
He and Elizabeth started a family, and
by 1854 they had five children – one
son, called Richard after his father,
and four daughters.
Rev. J. E. Linnell, the author of “Old
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Oak” and vicar of Silverstone for many
years, wrote to my grandfather,
Hugh Lett, many years after Richard
Lett’s tragic death, giving him a
description of his grandfather, and
trying to persuade Hugh to come
down to Pavenham [where he then
worked] to visit. He said:
“It would want a whole night to tell
you all about your grandfather, he was
six foot three in his stockings – and
stout in proportion. When he came to
Silverstone, he was, for a while, rather
unpopular through his hatred of
humbug, but he so lived down the
dislike of the people that, when he
died, he was fast on his way to
become the County Specialist.
All the gentry and nobility were
seeking his services. He was a
perfect enthusiast in his profession
and, I believe, effected something like
a revolution in the treatment of typhus
fever, which was frightfully prevalent
then… He was the very “broth of a boy”
when fun was moving. He could box,
shoot, or anything else in the athletic
line. He was also very musical, could
sing, and could play the key-bugle.”
The key-bugle was the precursor to
the cornet and was regularly played in
military bands in those days.
Dr Richard Lett had a very obvious
thirst for life, and the picture painted
by Reverend Linnell and a cousin of his
in later letters is of a caring, intelligent
doctor and a loving family man who

enjoyed a bit of fun. He drove what
was called an “Irish Car” on his rounds
– a horse drawn trap of some kind.
According to Rev Linnell, he would
drive it at “tip-top speed through
Silson Street with all the family in,
or on, it”. He would happily carry a
patient or a friend in the “Irish Car”
on his rounds, and Reverend Linnell’s
cousin wrote fifty years later: “I do so
remember the time I stayed at your
house, and the lovely drives he [Dr
Lett] used to take me when he went
his rounds on his Irish Car.”
Reverend Linnell wrote of Dr Lett’s
medical successes, saying: “A cousin
of mine [the same cousin mentioned
above] came to us in 1853, to be
treated by him, and was the third of
the family he was instrumental in
healing. Her brother was a positive
cripple till he came under his hand but
could walk forty miles afterwards.”
Reverend Linnell described Dr Lett’s
death: “When the cholera, which, by
the way, took my mother and nearly
left me fatherless too, came into the
neighbourhood, he was in his glory…
One morning, he went to visit a dirty
old shepherd before breakfast and
took the disease from him…It was only
the question of some five or six hours,
and it was all over. The whole district
mourned him….Some of his successes
were marvellous. He died on
September 12, 1854. Fifty-three years
have gone since I last saw him, but it
seems only yesterday since I heard his
laugh and rich Irish brogue.”

Richard Lett died in what we now call
the front line and caught the disease
that killed him from an impoverished
patient, who no doubt did not pay him
for his services. Cholera was a mystery
disease in the 1850s, which no-one
understood, and to fight it without any
of the modern advantages took
courage and dedication.
After his death at the early age of
thirty-nine, his wife and five children
returned to their many relatives in
Ireland. The Lett family were strong
and supportive. His son Richard Lett
thrived, and in due course went to
medical school at Trinity College
Dublin, as his father had done. He
qualified, married and came to
England, working first as a GP in
Lincolnshire, and later in Harrogate,
Yorkshire. He had eight children –
three boys, of whom the eldest was
Hugh, and five girls. Richard Lett’s
grandchildren proved to be a very
talented generation. Hugh Lett
eventually became the President of
the Royal College of Surgeons of
England, and the President of the
British Medical Association. One of
his sisters, Phyllis Lett, became an
internationally acclaimed Contralto
– which her grandfather, Richard,
would have loved. All three of the boys
served in turn as Head Chorister at St
Paul’s Cathedral Choir School
in London.
Hugh Brian Lett,
November 2020

Dear Ed,
A huge “Thank you” is due, to Margaret and Peter Holland and their team,
for all their hard work in Olney Meadow Pocket Park.
In the Spring, following public concern, they frequently replenished water in
the pond, to “save” the developing tadpoles, before (at a safe time) digging
the pond out, by hand, in the hope of preventing a repeat performance the
next year.
Within the last few weeks, a trench has been dug in Green Lane, to take the
“river” flowing down the footpath, into the stream, before it turned to ice,
on those frosty mornings.
This is on top of the regular tasks they undertake to look after a much used
and enjoyed part of our village.
Thank you, your hard work is very much appreciated.
Zena Hughes

Irresponsible parking
Residents have surely seen the excellent improvement by the council of the
pavement on the west side of A413 from the Whittlebury junction to the top of
the High Street. This required the remaking of the grass verge between road and
pavement, but no sooner had this been done that many thoughtless, completely
irresponsible drivers have driven onto it thus leaving it in a hell of a mess.
Also, whilst on the subject of pavements, may I, as a resident, ask drivers to
please refrain from parking on the pavement opposite the surgery thus making it
difficult for mothers to push their prams or push chairs and even pedestrians to
pass between the car and the fence with overhanging hedge; I have run out of
prepared notices to place on car windscreens!
Noel Charles
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Poo Bag Dispensers
There seems to be every excuse in the
book for allowing a dog to mess and
not clearing it up. Outside my house
is a simple poo bag dispenser in case
dog owners do not have sufficient
bags with them to clear up after
their animal.

•

•
I copied this from some excellent
initiatives by children around the
country. Over lockdown, the
supermarket has been delivering food
in plastic bags and this is a great way
to reuse those bags and bottles to help
keep our village clean.
If you are a resident who regularly has
to clear up dog owners mess or are
near a patch of land where this
happens a lot, feel free to copy!
METHOD
•
•
•

•

•

Take one soft drinks bottle. 1.5 to
2 litre bottles work best.
Rinse it out and remove the lid
and label.
Carefully cut a rectangle into the
side of the bottle so the short ends
are top and bottom.
Roll up your bags by folding
lengthways into thirds, roll from
the bottom to the top, overlapping
the bottom of the next bag when
you reach the handles.
Pop this roll into the bottle through

•

•

the rectangular hole and pull the
first bag partly out.
Make four holes in the back of the
bottle – two at the bottom spaced
approximately 10cm apart and
two towards the top spaced
approximately 5cm apart.
Insert two pieces of string or two
long cable ties – one through the
top two and one through the
bottom two. This string/cable
tie needs to be long enough to tie
around the post/gate/fence post
Tie up the dispenser so that the
opened end of the bottle points
downwards. This allows rain to
drain out of the bottle.
Hang in your chosen place. You
can also add a sign that indicates
where the nearest dog poo bin can
be found.
This image shows
an example of one
made by a child
in Hertfordshire.
I found removing
the lid allows
water to drain
and flipping the
rectangular hole
the other way
makes it easier
to insert the bags.

Let’s spread this around the village so
bags are available to all!
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Where Am I

A pram has been left on the road while mother
popped into the Post Office.
The last “Where Am I?” was at the junction of
Brackley and Buckingham Road by the
Lodge Gates.
Ivor Billhook – Old Silson Correspondent

The long and winding road towards………. a
Neighbourhood Plan
Neighbourhood Plan has finally
been produced (subject to minor
typo adjustments).

After five long years of intense
work, the final draft of Silverstone’s
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To add a bit of context to these five
years work, it might be worth
giving a brief history of where we
have come from and where we are
moving towards.

In 2011 the Localism Act gave
Parish Councils the power to prepare
a Statutory Neighbourhood Plan or a
Parish Plan. Silverstone Parish Council
(SPC) decided to pursue a Parish
Plan and Village Design Statement
(PP/VDS). A comprehensive
questionnaire was delivered and
collected from every residence in
the Parish and this formed the basis for
the work undertaken on the PP/VDS.
After new council elections in 2015
a reconstituted working party
progressed the PP/VDS and at an
exhibition in late 2016 this was
presented to the Parish at a
well-attended exhibition in the
Church Rooms. The document was
then formally published and adopted
by SPC in January 2017 and also
adopted by South Northants Council
(SNC) as a Supplementary Planning
Document in July of that year. After
a couple of controversial planning
applications public interest was
aroused which indicated that a
Neighbourhood Plan was now needed
and, alongside the latter stages of the
PP/VDS, SPC moved to establish a new
working party which included
members who had worked on the
PP/VDS and the Parish received formal
designation as a Neighbourhood
Development Planning Area in April
2017. The impetus for the decision
to pursue a NP was, undoubtedly, the
imposition, following appeal, of the
Catch Yard Farm development, now
an established part of the village.

An explanatory leaflet was circulated
to every household in the Parish with
a resounding vote of 566 in favour
v. 56 not in favour (2 spoiled papers)
of moving to produce a NP. Open to
the public formal/informal meetings
began and in October/November
2017 an exhibition was held showing
initial work and also sought opinions
to gauge feelings on key objectives
initially identified. (Remember
‘Silverstone- the Movie’ which can
still be seen on SPC website –
www.silverstonevillage.org) Results
were analysed and published in
News and Views.
Then began a comprehensive
Geographical Sustainability Analysis
study (GSA) including discussions
with as many people and local
organisations as could be mustered
including children from year 6 at
the new Primary School – after all,
by the time the envisaged NP would
come into being, they would be young
adults looking for, potentially, their
first home.
In the background, the Silverstone
Development Plan Working Party
continued research, discussions and
field work to gather comprehensive
evidence to support what was trying
to be achieved. It has been the good
fortune of this village that the
chairman of the working party has
access to some knowledgeable
people! He is himself an architect
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and town planner with many, many
years of experience. At our disposal
has been a whole range of voluntary
expertise to guide us through the
plan making stage. However, at an
early stage it was decided to employ
a planning consultancy with lots of
experience of assisting parish councils
and who have a proven track record in
South Northamptonshire – therefore,
with knowledge of our area and
its dynamics.
All the work undertaken resulted in a
very comprehensive exhibition during
the school Easter break of 2019 when
through diagram, historical evidence
(remember Silverstone – the Movie II?)
and the results of the GSA, the main
objectives of the emerging plan were
both shared and commented on.
All visitors (500 plus) were cajoled
into completing another
questionnaire. The outcome of which,
wholeheartedly, supported the
direction being taken. The notion that,
should there be expansion in the
parish, it should be fit for purpose; but
more importantly, it should provide
vital new facilities to either replace
life-expired assets or add to and
enhance current community facilities.
The draft SNDP has ambitious and
far-reaching objectives for our village,
which are set out in detail in
[Volume One]. There are four
landowner groups significantly
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affected by the Plan and we have held
a whole series of cordial meetings
with representatives of all four groups,
where information and ideas have
been exchanged between the parties
After the exhibition followed analysis
of the data provided by the
questionnaires then a period of rest
and review for the few core members
of the group. Then came the collation
of everything we had discovered and
the actual writing of the Plan.
Working alongside our main
consultants, Kirkwells, we have now
been through several drafts and
re-drafts of the narrative of the plan
having to align it with the emerging
Local Plan which did not come into
effect until July 2020. This was shared
with fellow Parish Council members in
its very draft form earlier in 2020 and
the principles and strategy were duly
supported but with the remit to
provide an Executive Summary and
look to edit into a more concise
document. This work has been
undertaken during ‘Lockdown’
taking account of the fact that we
have had limited face to face
meetings. Although there is still a
little technical work to complete,
the finished document will consist
of 3 distinct volumes –
Volume 1 - An introduction by our
local and national political
representatives; the Executive
Summary; a ‘how to use’ section and

the formal, legal Policy document
– the “PLAN” itself which sets out
the technicalities and how it fits with
National and Local legislation.
Volume 2 – This contains a fully
Illustrated review of parish
information collected by the SNDWP
and presented as a Master Plan Vision
in Annexes 1 and 2. The Annexes and
Appendices provide the background
in much more detail and also describe
the future course our village should
take so that there is a detailed plan of
the way ahead for the next 50 years
and allows the village to capture
maximum benefit. (Legally, the PLAN
comprises Volume 1 and the Annexes
from Volume 2.)
Volume 3 - The Evidence base.
A complete record of research,
analysis, meetings and interactions
which demonstrates due process has
been followed – this may not make
the most captivating reading but is a
necessary part of the work carried out.
The working party have endeavoured
to keep the Parish informed through
updates in News of Views as this is
delivered to every establishment in the
Parish and is made available on the PC
website for a wider audience.

consultation which will run for 6
weeks. The parishioners of Silverstone
Parish will have the opportunity to
view all the documentation on the
SPC website and will be invited to
complete a Representation Form for
comments either through email
Silverstone.neighbourhood.plan@
gmail.com or by post to The Clerk,
Silverstone Parish Council, 12 The
Slade, Silverstone, NN12 8UH.
Following this local consultation the
plan will be reviewed, amended and
submitted to SNC/WNorthants, who
will then re-consult before the PLAN
is subjected to an Examination by
an Qualified Independent Examiner.
Once any further amendments are
made and queries resolved, the
PLAN will be the subject of a local
Referendum (when Covid
regulations allow) and then,
hopefully, this will become part of
the Development Plan by the council
and will be used to determine planning
applications in Silverstone Parish.
It is our hope that we achieve a
majority in favour of the SNDP plan
at the referendum stage. If that is the
case, then the plan will be ‘made’ and
come into force legally.
The Silverstone Neighbourhood Plan
Working Party

All this will be found on the SPC
website in due course as we
begin the formal Regulation 14
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A Silverstone Hub
A1 Silverstone Centre (Multi Purpose Hall) with Parking
and Outdoor Garden/Events Area
A2 Retail, Health Centre, Chemist, Craft Worshops, Café,
Day Nursery and Offices, Generous Parking Provision
A3 (OAP) Sheltered Housing and Day Centre & Garden
A4 Combined School
B Affordable and Open Market Housing
C Parkside Housing
D Grazing
E Tennis Club
F Lakeside Housing
G Partially Restored Medieval Lake
H Village Green (and Cricket Club with Pavilion)
I Silverstone Sports Club (Reconfigured SRA)
J Building of Outstanding Architectural Quality in the
South Northamptonshire Vernacular
K Balancing Lake/Water Body to Create Enhanced
Village Wildlife Habitat and Provide Flooding
Attenuation
L Restored Ancient Landform and Moat
M A43 (North Junction) Reconfigured as a Fully
Operational 4-Way Junction to Reduce Village
Through Traffic
Cycleway
Footpath
Bridleway (Cycleable)
T Trim Trail
N Children’s Adventure Area
O Linear Village Green
P Forest Rejuvenation

A Long-Term Indicative Master Plan For A Sustainable Forest Village
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News from Silverstone Primary School
Well, where do
I start? 2021
seems to have
begun where
2020 finished
despite us all
wishing and hoping for a calmer start
to the year.
Over the Christmas break there was
increasing uncertainty about whether
schools would open at the start of
term or not and, at the eleventh
hour, on Monday 4th January it was
confirmed we wouldn’t. Despite
the doors to Silverstone CE Primary
School not being open to everyone
we are all here and working hard to
support our children and their families.
I want to publicly thank all the staff
for their tremendous work on our first
week back. We came to work on
Monday 4th to prepare for the term
ahead with the understanding
children were in school the next day,
but that was not to be. Throughout the
week Teachers and Teaching Assistants
worked non-stop preparing resources
and redesigning our remote
learning provision for a prolonged
school closure. We know remote
learning is not perfect, but every
teacher has put significant thought,
time and effort into creating a solid
package. My sincere thanks go to
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ALL the staff at Silverstone Primary;
I am proud to work with such a
strong team.
The biggest difference between this
lockdown and the lockdown last
March is the expectation on parents.
During the first lockdown in March
children continued with their
learning through all the paper packs
we sent home; however, the
expectation was for the parents to
‘become the teacher’. Moving to
January 2021 and children are
learning through direct daily contact
with their teachers. Through the
use of zoom for live or pre-recorded
lessons and using high quality videos
as well as other online resources,
we are in a much stronger position
to continue direct teaching with
children remotely.
We fully appreciate the enormous
pressure a lockdown can bring to
parents. The thought of trying to
maintain your job whilst looking after
your children at home is tough if
only for a few days. However, we find
ourselves in this situation for several
weeks. Yes, we have an amazing staff
team at Silverstone Primary but just as
important are the tremendous mums
and dads who are simply incredible.
We have a strong and positive home
school link and once again our parents

have demonstrated their support, their
patience, their understanding and their
gratitude as we all strive to provide the
best we can during these challenging
times I would usually be sharing plans
of school trips, sports events and the
like at this time of year but sadly right
now this is not to be. I remain positive
that we will be welcoming children
back into school over the coming

months and eventually life will begin
to return to some sort of normal.
Please stay safe everyone and if you
think there is anything Silverstone
Primary can do to help anyone in the
community then do let me know via
the school office.
James Bloomfield

Oh Frank!
Further to the item in the last edition of N&V, I have to admit to being involved
in an accident at the junction of Dadford Road with Brackley Road. It was just
twenty yards away where Cattle End emerges onto Brackley Road and was in
about 1972. I was emerging in my Land Rover from Cattle End to turn towards
Brackley and was struck by a car coming from the Brackley direction. I was
issued with a ‘ticket’ by the Police since it was myself who was the emerging
vehicle. Investigation revealed that the mobile County Library van had had a
similar misfortune. It used to park in Cattle End but not since then. Also, a
Buckinghamshire Police patrol vehicle had a similar accident when it elected
to turn round in Cattle End before returning up Dadford Road.
The police, then operating fast Lotus Cortina type vehicles, did tests then
estimated that a vehicle proceeding from the Brackley direction would take
three seconds from out of sight to the scene of my accident. They found that
their patrol vehicle took four seconds to emerge from Cattle End to the accident
scene. A driver emerging from Cattle End was in a no-win situation if a car
coming from Brackley direction was three seconds away! My ‘ticket’ was
removed. The steep exit from Cattle End was reduced in its severity. However,
due to the encroaching hedge and vegetation at the junction visibility at times
is reduced. That area of the road highlighted in N& V remains a hazard at times
that a pot of white road paint may not entirely eradicate.
Dr Frank Newton
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News from St. Michael’s Church
Church Buildings throughout the
Whittlewood Benefice are presently
closed for collective worship for a
short while to help protect the whole
community and especially the NHS.
We are indeed looking forward to
changes thanks to vaccines, bringing
social and community life back for us
all in the near future.
How festive the village looked
throughout December including the
Nativity scene and star on the Church
wall which greeted people with the
meaning of Christmas when they
came into the village centre.
Christingle bags were given out and
an enjoyable Christingle Service was
held via Zoom. The Carol Service was
held outside in the Churchyard and
attended by over 100 adults and
children socially distanced. Many
thanks are given to Ian Ackerley who
provided the music for this event and

also in the High Street when we sang
2 Carols at 6 pm on Christmas Eve.
The Benefice Christmas Day Service
was enjoyed by a large congregation
(socially distanced) at St. James’ the
Great Church Paulerspury, together
with many in their own homes
via Zoom.
We send our congratulations to Gerald
Lovell on being awarded the BEM in
the New Year’s Honours.
Good news for St. Vincent Mixed
Secondary School in Kenya :“When I heard at the beginning of

Kenya Appeal
Do you want to help a struggling school in western Kenya with food for
the students?
A bag of maize costs them about £27; a large tin of beans £1; or a sack of
kale £7. ((They use about 4 bags of maize a week, 18 tins of beans and 4
bags of kale.)
For more information contact Margaret Holland on note2mh@gmail.com or
07866 064220, or talk to one of the T@4 team from St Michael’s Church.

Credit: Anne Pullen

November that a young friend of mine
in Western Kenya had been catapulted
into the headship of a struggling
school which had to meet a long list
of seemingly impossible government
demands, in order to make the school
compliant with the new Covid19
Pandemic conditions, I wondered
how I could help.

children had been sleeping 2 a bed!
I thought maybe we could aim to raise
enough funds before Christmas to pay
for 1 or 2 beds between us, by each
putting £1 aside weekly. This could
give encouragement to those trying to
get the school ready for reopening by
realising they didn’t have to meet this
huge task alone.

I remembered T@4’s Toilet Twinning
activity over the last couple of years
and wondered if those who attended
the T@4 Service would help again,
this time with my friend’s school. (our
T@4 Service is ‘normally’ held on the
second Sunday of the month in the
Church Rooms – we enjoy tea and
cake, a chat followed by a short Act
of Worship – this is obviously not
happening at the moment, but we
look forward to a resumption when
the situation with the Virus allows us.)
2 of the things on the needed list were
more latrines (at least 5) and more
bunk beds (at least 15 more) – the

Imagine my delight when I collected
up the money at the beginning of
December that we had raised enough
(at the current exchange rate), not only
to pay for 6 beds, but also one 4 door
latrine as well!
We will collect up again before Easter
to see if we can pay for at least 2 more
beds (£75.00 each) between us.”
Margaret Holland. (email :note2mh@gmail.com)
Bible Studies with Reverend Paul are
held weekly via Zoom – Wednesdays
12 noon – 1.00 pm - please
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contact Reverend Paul for more details
– telephone 01327 858101 or email
revpaulmcleod@btinternet.com
Towcester Foodbank continues to give
support throughout the Covid times,
it would seem that the need for the
foodbank has not lessened and it looks
as though the hard but wonderful
work of this organisation continues to
be needed by our communities in this
part of the country.

Right Results
Driving theory
quiz with Driving
Theory Pro
See how well you do.
Answers in the rear of this edition.
1) You need glasses to read a
vehicle registration number plate at
the required distance. When must
you wear them?
A.
B.
C.
D.

Only in bad weather conditions
When you think it’s necessary
Whenever you’re driving
Only at night time

2) Someone is waiting to cross the
zebra crossing. They are standing on
the pavement. You should normally

Whilst Covid19, Tier 4 Restrictions are
in place our Weekly Sunday Worship
continues to be held at 10.00 a.m.
via Zoom:- Meeting ID 842 0777
5477 Password 407786. We would be
delighted to welcome you, the Service
lasts for approx. 45 minutes and
afterwards we stay on line for a chat.
Judith Paybody

A. Go on quickly before they step
onto the zebra crossing
B. Stop, let them cross, wait patiently
C. Stop before you reach the zigzag
lines and let them cross
D. Ignore them as they are still on
the pavement

3) You’re joining the motorway
from the slip road. How should
you deal with traffic already on
the motorway?
A. Carry on along the hard shoulder
until you see a safe gap
B. Use the sliproad to accelerate
until you’re moving much faster
than the motorway traffic
C. Stop at the end of the sliproad
and look for a safe gap
D. Match your speed to traffic in the
left-hand lane and filter into a
safe gap
Turn to next page
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4) You are approaching a red traffic
light. What will the signal show next?
A.
B.
C.
D.

Red and amber
Amber only
Green alone
Green and amber

5) You’re parked on the road at night.
When must you use parking lights?
A. When there are continuous white
lines in the middle of the road
B. When you’re facing oncoming
traffic
C. When the speed limit exceeds
30 mph
D. When you’re near a bus stop

6) You are approaching a roundabout.
What should you do when a cyclist is
keeping to the left while signalling to
turn right?
A.
B.
C.
D.

Sound your horn
Overtake them
Allow them space to turn
Assume they’re turning left

7) The road is wet. Why would a
motorcycle steer around drain covers
whilst they were cornering?
A. To avoid puncturing the tyres on
the edge of the drain covers
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B. To help judge the bend using the
drain covers as markers
C. To prevent the motorcycle sliding
on the metal drain covers
D. To avoid splashing pedestrians on
the pavement

8) What should you do when you
move off from behind a parked car?
A.
B.
C.
D.

Look around before moving off
Use the exterior mirrors only
Look around after moving off
give a signal after moving off

9) You’re following along vehicle as
it approaches a crossroads. What
should you do if it signals left but
moves out to the right?
A. Get closer in order to pass quickly
B. Stay well back and give it room
C. Overtake it as it starts to slow
down
D. Assume the signal is wrong and
that it’s turning right

10) What restrictions apply if
you’re towing a trailer on a three
lane motorway?
A.
B.
C.
D.

You mustn’t exceed 50 mph
You must have a stabiliser fitted
You mustn’t overtake
You mustn’t use the right
hand lane
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EasyFundRaising for our Church
St Michaels Church has joined a scheme called EasyFundRaising. It enables
Church to raise money through online purchases YOU make – the great thing
is that it is FREE – it costs you nothing and there are now over 4500 places you
can shop and raise money. You will be surprised to find so many places to shop
even including your insurances!
What do I need to do to join ?
Visit this website: www.easyfundraising.org.uk and search for’ St Michaels
Church Silverstone’
Enter St Michaels Church
Silverstone in the Search box
and the various St Michaels
Churches will appear as you
type, Silverstone will appear as
you type the letters. Make sure
you chose ‘Silverstone’ !
Then enter your name and
email address to complete
registration. That is all the
information you have to
provide – no bank details
or credit card information is
required, and you will not be
charged any extra.
How does it work?
Once you are registered and you know what you want to buy and where
you want to buy it visit: www.easyfundraising.org.uk enter the name of your
preferred retailer in the Search box, select your retailer, then go ahead and
place your order as normal.
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Here’s an example search for www.AO.com
If you already donate
to another cause you
can still donate to St
Michaels. Just go to
Account, Manage Your
account, Change the
Cause I support and
enter St Michaels
Silverstone in the Search
box. You can change
back at anytime!

CCTV/ANPR Cameras – BEWARE!
Noticed anything different on your daily walks around the village? The Parish
Council are delighted to announce that 3 CCTV/ANPR have been located in
strategic places around the village to improve security.
The cameras are located
• Outside the Primary School on the A413
• At the bottom of Church Street by the SRA
• At the junction of Dadford Road and Brackley Road.
These are the main entrances/exits to the village and, currently, Whittlebury
Road is covered by the Whittlebury Parish CCTV/ANPR which is on the same
system. This will be reviewed later to see how things are going and, should it
be necessary, money has been set aside for a fourth camera.
This investment in Silverstone has come about through a bid to the New
Homes Bonus Scheme operated by SNC. There has been a delay in getting the
cameras operational due to COVID 19 restrictions but they are now operational
and information is centrally stored.
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We accept children from 2 years old

A charity-run pre-school based in the heart of Silverstone, offering
high quality care and education to the children of our local community.
We follow the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum to provide
a high standard of pre-school education. The children also enjoy a
range of other activities such as;

Cooking lessons
Walks around the village

Singing
A wide variety of crafts

The warm and welcoming atmosphere fostered by our staff is
something that is often commented upon by the parents of our children.
Our children are happy and well cared for.

Accepting new children
01327

Please contact the manager, Emily Lockett, on
858886 or visit www.silverstonepreschool.co.uk

Silverstone Pre-School, Chapel Rooms, Murswell Lane, Silverstone, Northants NN12 8UT

Silverstone Gardening Club
My December 2020 report for the
Gardening Club spoke of optimism
for 2021 and the hope that we could
formulate a programme of events for
our club members to participate in and
enjoy. Our committee is meeting at
the end of January and we do indeed
have lots of ideas to discuss – how
many of our ideas which will come to
fruition remains to be seen!
2021 sees the Club celebrate its Silver
Jubilee – 25 years of gardening
enthusiasts coming together at
monthly meetings to enjoy a huge
variety of gardening related
presentations and events. The
current committee members all
support the continuation of the Club

and I, as Chairman, wish to thank them
for their positivity and enthusiasm
despite our plans being repeatedly
postponed or cancelled!
It was with sadness that we learned
in December of the death of Shirley

Sparrow. Shirley was a long-time
member of our Club, taking an
active part in its running, serving on
the Committee, greeting members on
the door at meetings and undertaking
the vital role of Secretary. Village Clubs
such as ours do not survive without
people like Shirley and our thoughts
are with her family.
Perhaps 2021 will be the year when we
can all become gardeners of sorts or
at least contemplate the beauty of the
natural environment in which we live.
Time spent viewing the outdoors may
give us the opportunity to review how
we can play a part in protecting and
preserving our environment
for future generations. Our past
speakers have included topics
covering garden preservation and
Silverstone News & Views | 37

regeneration. Many of us have never
spent so much time looking out from
our cosy homes and considering the
effects of our intervention with nature.
Perhaps now is an opportune time to
consider using information gleaned
from those speakers to form plans to
work with nature to keep our land as
a safe and flourishing habitat for all
the little creatures (whose importance
and preservation we are being told is
becoming more and more vital) who
live alongside our perfect blooms.

natural environment close at hand planting a few seeds such as sweet
peas in homemade containers or
constructing a bug hotel using their
imaginations for innovative ideas.
The Royal Horticultural Society
have a very useful website at
Schoolgardening.rhs.org.uk.
We need to encourage as many
children as possible to become our
future gardeners!
The presentation for February was
to be on the fascinating subject of
“Botany in Forensics”, and for March
was to be “Bugs and Beasties” - we
hope to reschedule these for 2022.
The Spring Show is scheduled for 27
March 2021. This Show has always
been a wonderful celebration of
Spring but was understandably
cancelled last year. What is able to
take place this year is far from
certain. Members will be kept up
to date about Club activities and
information will be displayed on
village notice boards.
Paid-up membership for 2020 will
continue to cover 2021 for which
new membership cards are available.
Please keep an eye on our website for
relevant information and Club
contact details.

Many families are now homeschooling their children, and this
could be an opportunity to
encourage them to be aware of the
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Heather Illingworth
Chairman
Silverstone Gardening Club

Assistant Beaver Leader Vacancy
Week by week, our volunteers empower thousands of young
people to try new things, make new friends and stand on
their own two feet.
You don’t need to be Bear Grylls to join us. You don’t need to
have been a Scout when you were younger. You don’t even
need to know how to put up a tent.
Whatever your skillset, lend a hand for as little
or as much time as you can spare, and we
promise you’ll get more out than you put in.
We provide the training. You show up, get
stuck in, and make new memories for life.
Sounds fun? Worthwhile? It is.
To volunteer call Davina on 07733 551015 or e-mail davina@gnscoutgroup.uk.

WANT AN EASIER
LIFE?
USE YOUR TIME MORE PRODUCTIVELY AND LET
US DO THE REST

OFFERING A RANGE OF ADMINISTRATIVE AND PA SERVICES FOR
YOUR SMALL BUSINESS
To talk through your support needs call us on 07385 848208 or email
miriam@blueskyadmin.co.uk

News from Canons Ashby
Canons Ashby reopens on 13 February so local visitors can enjoy fresh air, early
spring bulbs, and the sound of birdsong, as winter turns to spring. Over the
last month we have been busily gardening, doing conservation cleaning in the
house, planning the upcoming year, and generally getting on with things.
For up-to-date information, or to book a ticket, please visit the website www.
nationaltrust.org.uk/canons-ashby
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News from the Methodist Chapel
2021 - another New Year for us all.
Maybe we are looking ahead with fears,
worries and anxieties for the future, not
knowing how this year will work out for
us all, but as we travel along each day,
each week and each month, may we
experience the God of Hope & Peace
who is with us through every step we
take in this new year.
We have so many thanks to send
out to everyone in the village – firstly
to everyone who gave gifts for
Northampton General Hospital for all
patients who would be spending
Christmas in hospital. We were thrilled
with all the amazing gifts that were given
both for children and adults. Six boxes
full of gifts were taken to the hospital
and will have brought a smile to many
faces over Christmas – thank you.
We also want to thank you all for the
wonderful stars displayed in your
windows over Christmas from the
Silverstone Shines initiative. They were all
so beautiful and I’m sure filled us all with
love, joy and hope.
Many thanks to everyone too for all the
baubles and decorations that you added
to the Christmas tree standing outside
of the Chapel. Special thanks go to our
lovely Preschool children who put their
home-made decorations on the tree.
Each bauble and decoration made the
tree look incredibly beautiful and we
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hope was a visible expression of love in
our village.
The village United Carol Service was
held in the grounds of St Michael’s
Church. It was a lovely time to be able
to join together (socially distanced) and
to be able to sing Carols, because we
were outside. Thank you to all who were
involved in arranging this service for
the village.

This year we held a midnight service on
Christmas Eve, the Chapel was lit by
lantern lights and although we couldn’t
sing carols and had to sit socially
distanced from others, it was a very
special service for us all. Thanks go to
our stewards who arranged this service.
Every year, once our inside Christmas
tree is taken down, it is stripped of its
branches and stored ready to become
our Lenten Cross at Easter. This is a
reminder to us all of the link between

the birth and death of Jesus. If you
remember, from last year, this cross is
placed outside the Chapel on Palm
Sunday and during the week symbols of
Christ’s Holy Week sufferings are added
to the tree – the robe, 30 pieces of
silver, Crown of Thorns, nails. On Easter
Sunday we then decorate the cross with
flowers as a reminder that although
Jesus died on Good Friday, He rose
again for us all. This will happen again
this year so we hope you will join us by
adding some flowers. (Letting you know
in advance about this as the next edition
of News & Views may be too late)
We have been able to have some
interesting conversations with folk in the
community and some new initiatives
and events will be running at the Chapel
when the Covid19 restrictions are lifted
and we can meet together again.
If you have any ideas for using the
Chapel building or know of any help
needed in the community, please speak
to Ruth 01327 857065 or Natasha
07948 981179
Although churches are still allowed to be
open in this lockdown, we have made
the decision to close for now so that
we keep everyone safe. On Sunday
mornings at 10.30am a small number of
us meet outside in the Chapel car park
to pray for the world, this village and its
residents and those in need near and far.
Although our building may be closed,

we are still here for you all, if you would
like prayer or assistance for any situation,
please call our Minister Rev Pat 01280
706062 or Natasha (as part of our
Pastoral team) 07948 981179
Once it is possible to hold services
again, we will let you all know on the
Silverstone Community Facebook page.
There are various ways to watch services
online each week, including one from
St Michaels Church here in Silverstone,
one from the Methodist Church in
Bicester - https://bicestermethodist.org.
uk/servicevideos/service21-01-10.html
Take part in a live online service from
Methodist Central Hall Westminster
every Sunday at 11am
From the Methodist Church
in Britain – if you haven’t got
internet you can phone
these numbers:
FREE phone lines for prayers and news
from the Methodist Church
• Listen to a prayer: 0808 281 2514
• Listen to the President and
Vice-President: 0808 281 2695
• Listen to news: 0808 281 2478
Content is updated weekly
BBC Radio Northampton has a half hour
service each Sunday at 8am.
If you would like to know more, please
contact Natasha 07948 981179
God bless you all this year.
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Rosemary’s Garden Tips
Jobs for February
Well, the shortest day is a distant
memory, and it is February already!
When the weather is cold and the
wind is blowing, gardening may
be the last thing you fancy doing.
However, spring is round the corner.
It will be here before you know it.
So, get outside and prepare your
gardens for the season ahead.

Seeds
Check out seed catalogues or look
online to place your seed orders as
soon as possible. Many of you
will remember the shortage of
some varieties last year, and I am
guessing the same thing will
happen this season. Many items
such as salad crops had sold out,
so avoid disappointment and do it
now.
Wisteria
If you haven’t already done so, cut
back wispy stems to two buds now,
to improve flowering in the spring.
Tie in and support where needed.
Rhubarb
Now is a good time to plant new
crowns of Rhubarb if it’s part of
your 2021 plan.

Planting
Continue to plant evergreen and
deciduous trees and shrubs. Bare
rooted plants are readily available
at this time of year, and a much
cheaper option if you are planning
on planting a new hedge. Avoid
frozen or waterlogged conditions
though, not easy at the moment. It
is also an ideal time to move shrubs
from one spot to another if they are
growing in the wrong place.
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Snowdrops

February is snowdrop month. They
are looking their best this month.
Once flowering has finished, lift and
divide while ‘in the green’. Replant in
a shady spot straight away to
increase your stock for next year.

much easier than taking cuttings.
Replant each rooted piece and they
will romp away but do remember
to keep them watered if we have a
dry spring, an odd thought knowing
how soggy everything is at the
moment, but it does happen.

Fruit
Try to complete the pruning of
apple and pear trees by the end
of the month while they are still
dormant, and before they begin to
produce buds as the weather warms
up. Also it’s time to prune red and
white currants, not forgetting your
gooseberry bushes.
Buy bare root raspberry canes, and
strawberry plants now for planting
out now until March.
Roses
If you haven’t already done so, try
to prune your roses by the end of
the month too. Cut out any dead or
diseased or crossing branches. Open
up congested bushes to improve the
shape and let the air flow through by
removing the oldest stems. There is
good advice on the internet regarding which types of roses you wish to
prune, such as shrub, HT’s, climbing
roses etc. as they all need different
levels of pruning.
Perennials
Continue to lift and divide large
clumps of perennials. It’s the easiest
way to propagate your stock, and

Potatoes
You can purchase seed potatoes
now, both online or from a garden
centre. Begin to chit them in a cool,
light place by placing them with
the ‘eye’ facing upwards in old
cardboard egg cartons if you
have them.
Salad crops
Lettuce and other salad leaves can
be sown in small batches during
February, increasing as the ground
warms up. There are plenty of veg
varieties which can be started
now too, especially if you have a
greenhouse for protection. I prefer
to sow tomatoes around the 10th of
March when the light conditions are
improving, and don’t be in too much
of a hurry to sow cucumbers as
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they hate the cold and damp. These
are best left till mid-April when they
grow very quick and are ready to
be transferred to large pots or the
greenhouse border in middle to
end of May.
Sow broad beans now too, in
individual cells. Leave them on the
green house staging or on a window
sill where there is plenty of light.
They soon germinate and can be
planted outside later in March.

So now is the time to spring into
action, sharpen your secateurs, put
on your hats and scarves and get
out into the fresh air, it’s the best
thing ever.
Here is a little poem by Mary
Vivian about snowdrops, they are
so full of promise and optimism for
the year ahead. The harbinger of
colour in the garden for us to
look forward to.

I like to think
that long ago,
There fell to Earth
some flakes of snow,
Which loved this cold,
Grey world of ours
So much, they stayed
As snowdrop flowers.

Answers to driving test theory quiz on pages 30 & 32
1) C, 2) B, 3) D, 4) A, 5) C, 6) C, 7) C, 8) A, 9) B, 10) D

8 out of 10 Well done! You can now book your driving test.
7 out of 10 Unfortunately, you just missed out but better luck next time.
5 out of 10 oh dear! More practice is needed before you have another
go at the test
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Advertising Rates 2021

Full page
Half page
1/3 page
1/4 page

Parish based
businesses
£30
£20
£15
£12

Non-Parish based
businesses
£40
£30
£25
£20
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Contact Annie for more information.
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