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Silverstone Gardening Club
Our gardening club has another year of interesting speakers and
events lined up for 2018.
This year we have our Spring Show
on April 7th and the biennial Open
Gardens on June 24th, when local
residents open their gardens to the
public to share their joy in gardening
and raise money for a local charity this year for Riding for the Disabled.
We meet on the last Monday of each
month when we have interesting
speakers come to talk about gardening
and other related subjects. We always
welcome new members, just come
long to a meeting to join or contact
membership secretary Ruth Reddall
on 01327 857938.

The club has an exciting new project for 2018!
We intend to enhance the village visually by planting flowers in tubs and beds in
the central area around the White Horse Pub and Crofts Stores.
We have made a start by planting bulbs in the beds outside Angie Cundale’s
house (the white house in between the Pub and shop). Angie gave this up many
years ago due to vandalism, so we are aware of the risk, however we hope that
this project will be the start of a new interest in the appearance of our village and
will engender a sense of pride, which will negate any future vandalism. I have
been disappointed to discover dog and cat poo deposited on these beds along
with footprints. We can’t do much about the cats but would appreciate anyone
seeing dogs being allowed to use it as a toilet or anyone standing on it to be
politely asked to desist!
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The bulbs will give a beautiful display of daffodils and tulips from March to May.
We will then be planting summer bedding and at that time will add more tubs
and troughs around the bus shelter and St. Michaels Church to add to the
planting done by the WI around the War Memorial and Stocks. We do hope that
as residents of Silverstone you will enter into the spirit of this – perhaps it will
give you an incentive to “pretty up” a neglected front garden? The more the
merrier, or should I say “prettier”!
Other villages are lucky enough to
have a village green or a pond but
we have a central “HUB”- albeit a
nightmare parking triangle! All the
more reason to try to make it more
attractive with plants and seating.
So please support us in this venture
in whatever way you can!
Sue Rudland, Chairman
Silverstone Gardening Club

Photos of lovely displays in Thornbury for inspiration!

Busy Bee Books
Based in Silverstone, I provide award-winning Usborne Books suitable for
children from newborn to young adult.
Established in 2009, I offer a range of services including:
Free and discounted books for schools, pre-schools and nurseries.
Free books by hosting a home party (either on- or offline).
Advice on title suitability (as a former Early Years teacher).
Exclusive Special Offers and newly-released titles.
A ‘pop-up’ bookshop at toddler groups, community events and charity fundraisers.
Free local delivery.
I hold an extensive stock, so get in touch for any last-minute gifts,
to browse a catalogue or to order from our full range of 2000+ titles.
For further information please contact
Michelle Watson on 07725 252282 or visit www.busybeebooks.co.uk
Facebook: Busy Bee Books - Michelle Watson,
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St Michael’s Church Moveable Feast 2018
Do you enjoy good food with the
added bonus of making new friends
in the community? If the answer to
either or both of these questions is
“Yes,” then the Annual Moveable Feast
could well be for you. Over the many
years it has been running it has
developed a reputation for
being a very good social event
which also raises a substantial amount
of much needed funds for St.
Michael’s Church.
Although the date is yet to be
confirmed, it is most likely to be held
on Friday 8th June.. The cost is £22
per head which includes welcome
drinks and nibbles, followed by 3
courses with wine. Coffee is served to
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complete the evening. Sounds great
doesn’t it?!
If you have been involved previously,
I probably have your contact details
but new people are always welcome.
There are no restrictions; you do not
need to be a regular worshipper at the
Church, singles are welcome and we
try to cater for all dietary needs.
Application forms won’t go out until
early March so if you would like to
get on to the contact list or for further
information please either phone 01327
857656 or email ce.lovell@tesco.net
I look forward to hearing from you.
Carolyn Lovell
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Silverstone Community Café
Thank you to those of you who came to the December Café for your
patience whilst we rearranged the chairs and tables to seat you all. It was
lovely to see and hear the Chapel so full of people sharing fellowship and
laughter with friends new and old. A big Thank You to all those who donated
gifts for under the tree. We took 3 very large boxes full of gifts to
Northampton General Hospital.
January was another good Cafe and again it was good to see lots of you enjoying
food, drinks and chatting together. We would love the profits of the Café to go
back to the Community, if your group in the village is raising funds please let us
know, we would love to help.
Our next Café will be on February 8th 2018. Where else will you be able to get
homemade soup with bread, a selection of cakes including Gluten and Dairy Free
and a lovely coffee or tea for less than £5.00. We look forward to welcoming you.
Dates for your diary - February 8th, March 8th, and April 12th.
Thank you to you all.

SILVERSTONE VILLAGE COMMUNITY CAFÉ

RAISING FUNDS FOR VILLAGE PROJECTS
I look forward to hearing from you.
Carolyn Lovell

Open on Thursday Feb 8th & Thursday March 8th
From 10.00am – 2pm at The Methodist Chapel

COFFEE & CAKES 10am – 2pm
SOUP AND PUDDING LUNCHES 12 noon – 2pm
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COME AND ENJOY SOME LOVELY
FOOD!

Silverstone Neighbourhood Plan:
Public Consultation November 2017
In the December issue of news and
Views we reported on the successful
week long Neighbourhood Plan
Exposition held at the SRA in November
which was attended by over 200
villagers. We had some 150 written
responses to our detailed Questionnaire and have shown the results here. As
you can see this was set out as a series of questions or propositions against
which respondents could simply tick the box of their choice against a sliding
scale of agreement or disagreement. The reverse of the form was available for
general comment and a wide variety of matters of concern were covered in the
responses. Several themes cropped up regularly, and have been recorded.
We have now analysed all the results and these are presented here in a
graphical form for ease of interpretation, both for readers and also for the
Team working on the Plan, who now have the task of translating these various
sentiments into a sustainable and viable Neighbourhood Plan to guide the future
of our village. The comments schedule groups together similar and related
comments received so that we can begin to form a view of the key issues of
concern to parishioners.
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No. of
comments

Nature of comment

27

Object to SNC confines map. Flawed. NP should determine
confines, not SNC

19

The green heart of village is precious and should be conserved.

19

Well presented exposition. Support over all aims and objections.

12

Silverstone needs a community hub/focus to incorporate a say
nursery, new hall, café, health centre, tech. Offices for local
businesses, take away

12

Propose area ‘L’ as suitable place for new development.

10

Retain Silverstone as a village.

8

Provide new housing plots for sale.

8

Build in a controlled ‘organic’ way (via NP process).

8

Protect the valley of Silverstone Brook.

8

Increase the number of footways and countryside rights of way.

8

Build new bungalows for elderly and starter homes.

7

The village needs a new high quality community building.

7

New cycleways are needed in the village.

7

Introduce a ‘blanket’ 20MPH speed limit and associated
traffic calming.

7

Increase biodiversity in the parish and ‘green’ the village.

7

Agree with the principle of new open market housing to subsidise
village facilities.

4

Do not want new large housing estates or a dormitory settlement.

4

Would like to see smaller high spec housing for older home
owners to downsize.

4

Increase the forest area towards the village.

4

A vision is needed for the village which enhances sensitive areas
whilst providing for the future needs of residents.

4

Provide for the needs of young people.

4

Protect the privacy and setting of existing village homes when
allocating new development sites.

4

The village need beautification.

4

Development should be outside, away from the village for
example linear in a new ‘quarter’.

4

The sustainability analysis is crucial to the objective assessment
of the village.
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No. of
comments

Nature of comment

4

Support SNC’s proposed changes to the confines.

4

Take special care when allocating land due to flooding implications.

3

Allotments and community orchard(s) are needed.

3

Avoid Silverstone coalescing with Towcester.

3

Lack of car parking in village centre is a big problem

2

Oppose development in area ‘L’ (Hamilton Fields)

2

Oppose development in dog walking areas.

2

Object to development rear of Little London on traffic grounds.

2

Silverstone village needs more than just Circuit employment – for
example, local employment.

2

Object to development in areas ‘D,’ ‘H’ and ‘I’. (see NHP map)

1

Doubt that villagers can agree on new housing locations.

1

Any new development should be close to village centre.

1

Develop the green heart for community use.

1

Minimise new development.

1

Avoid vested interest and emotions in formulating plans.

1

Need information on new developments.

1

More inter-generational schemes are needed.

1

The green heart would make a wonderful regional park/public
recreation area

Exposition Questionnaire 2017 Results
(See page 9)
The Silverstone Neighbourhood Plan Working Group has carefully considered
the major “structural” issues affecting the future of the village and makes the
following recommendations for strategies to be incorporated in our new
Neighbourhood Plan.
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Comment

Strongly Agree
Agree

Neutral

Disagree Strongly
Disagree

A. That the green area
bounded by Olney/Cattle
End; West End; Church Street
and High Street (“The Green
Heart of the Village”) be
protected from any future
built development

141

5

2

0

1

B. That the valley corridor(s)
of the Silverstone Brook and
other wildlife corridors be
identified in plans and given
similar protection

159

16

2

0

1

C. That site(s) be
identified in plans in a
sustainable location(s) for
future village community
facilities such as a meeting
place/village hall; health and
retail facilities

114

33

1

0

0

D. That sites be identified for
future allotments and formal
sports areas

92

41

15

1

0

E. Similarly, site(s) be
earmarked in sustainable
location(s) for future housing
arising strictly from the needs
of village residents (e.g.
association rental/shared
ownership; sheltered
housing for our elderly;
affordable housing, say, for
younger village people)

105

36

7

1

0

F. That site(s) be identified
in plans for a finite number
of “open market” homes for
sale, and/or self-build plots,
on the basis that permission
would be forthcoming only
if a significant proportion of
profits from associated land
sales would go towards the
funding of the village facilities
outlined above.

81

41

12

5

0
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Next Steps
As described in the last issue, Neighbourhood Planning was introduced by
the Government in 2011 as part of an overhaul of the planning system. This
approach puts “sustainability” at the heart of the Government’s approach to
planning and sustainability is described under the three headings: Social,
Environmental and Economic factors. We are currently undertaking a
wide-ranging and in-depth analysis of the Parish under these three headings.
Deploying the not inconsiderable IT skills of our Team and a computer-generated geographic information system we will be producing an overall “village
sustainability map”. This will help guide the most difficult Neighbourhood Plan
task of all which is to prescribe the best area or areas for any future growth, thus
taking the initiative away from developers and transferring it to the community.
As summarised in our logo: it’s our village; our heritage, our environment and it
is the future of our village which we seek to guide collectively.
The exercise will also involve the testing of all possible options and this whole
integrated approach will be presented at our next public consultation event
for wide public discussion and comment. Any subsequent decisions on the
Neighbourhood Plan will be the subject of detailed scrutiny and approval by the
Silverstone Parish Council. Thereafter, consultation will take the form of a village
referendum, which will be organized by South Northants Council. So everyone
should be assured that there will be ample opportunity to make representations
on this lengthy process which is of acute concern to our community.
THE SILVERSTONE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN TEAM
All replies

160

0

1
5

140

1
2

0

2
16

0

0

0

1

1

1

15

33

0
7
36

0
5
12

41

120

41

81

92

60

105

114

129

80

141

100

40
20
0

A - Protect 'Green
B - protect
heart'
Silverstone Brook

C - Community
facilities

Strongly Agree
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Agree

D - Sports areas

Neutral

E - Village needs

Disagree

F - Open market
sites

Strongly Disagree

Silverstone Amateur Dramatics
Present

Thursday 15th February evening
Friday 16th February evening
Sat 17th February Matinée & Evening

At the SRA Pavilion
Tickets on sale NOW from Crofts
By Mark Jack, by arrangement with LazyBee Scripts
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Silverstone Pre-School
Silverstone Pre-School is a local
childcare provision in the heart of
the village. We pride ourselves on
providing and demonstrating high
quality care and education to our
Pre-School children and maintaining a
safe environment at all times.
We plan for age appropriate activities
using the EYFS curriculum and build
relationships with parents and ensure
each child’s individual needs are
recognised and met.

We are currently taking bookings for
September 2018 and are filling up fast,
so if you feel Silverstone Pre-School
is the place for your child then please
do not hesitate to get in touch and to
book to have a look around.
Please contact our
Pre-School manager,
Emily Lockett on:
P: 01327 858886
E: info@silverstonepreschool.org.uk

Houses in Silverstone for Sale- June 12th 1918
Property Sale – Messrs Woods & Co. held an important sale of a dwelling
house, pasture land and eight cottages at the Compasses Inn, Silverstone.
All lots were sold viz:
1. The freehold dwelling-house “The Firs” Silverstone with garden,
orchard and paddock, comprising 4 acres 3 roods 6 poles, in the
occupation of Mr H Whitmore at a rental of £33 10s sold for £750.
2. The close of freehold accommodation pasture land, “Horse
Paddock”. Silverstone containing 2r 23p., in the occupation of Mr H
Whitmore at a rental of £1 10s sold for £60.
3. A close of accommodation pasture land “Cockshoot Close”
Silverstone containing of about four acres, in the occupation of Mr
Heritage at a rental of £11 10s., together with four cottages, known as
Albert Terrace producing a rent od £14 3s. and four cottages and a
plot of land containing 16 poles, producing when all let a rent of
£14 3s. – sold for £510.
Gerald Lovell

Live exhibits at Silverstone Horticulture Show
The Northampton Mercury in September 1937 reports on the 12th Annual
Silverstone Horticulture Show having outstanding dahlias and asters but then
went on to report and exhibit class not seen for many a long year; namely the
Bonniest Baby Competition.
The article reads:
Potatoes and onions, dahlias and asters were outstanding features at the 12th
Annual Silverstone Horticulture Show and Fete held on Saturday in the Methodist
School Room, Silverstone, and on the Walnuts Farm Green lent by Messrs.
G & T Mayo. “Some of the finest produce ever seen here and worthy of bigger
shows” was the verdict of Mr W Kingston (Towcester) who, with Mr W Radford
(Wakefield Lawns), judged the horticulture exhibits Mrs C Payne (Wappenham)
judged the cakes.
This year the show has undergone a change of status. Founded in order to
raise the village quota for Northampton General Hospital, practically all the
exhibits were gifts, and sold for the funds. The village having now adopted
the hospital contributory scheme, the show is now the normal type of
horticulture show.The officials’ include: Mr J J Webb (Chairman), Mr W Denney
(Vice-Chairman) Mr G Mayo jun. (hon. treasurer). Mr S Webb & Mr S Hinton (joint
hon. Secretaries).
A baby show, a fancy dress parade, sports and a clever conjuring display by
Professor Goff were among the attractions additional to the show. Mrs W
Whitton (Towcester) judged the fancy dress, and Mrs Booth (Whittlebury),
assisted by Nurse Liddington, made the following awards for Silverstone’s
bonniest babies: Under 12 months - 1st John James, 2nd Pauline Rodgers;
one-two years, 1st John Mayo 2nd Jean Varney.
Sideshows were in charge of Messrs. R Brown, W Blackwell, B Reeve, T Mayo,
G Mayo and R Mayo, Misses. K Whitlock and H Betts. Teas were served by the
ladies committee. Messrs. W Reed, A Whitlock, and F Whitlock assisted as gate
attendants. Music was provided by the Towcester Studio Silver Band conducted
by Mr C F Brown.
At night, a dance was held in the Earl Haig Memorial Hut, with Messrs J Varney,
R Mayo and R Brown as MCs.
Gerald Lovell
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Friends Of Silverstone School
Happy new year to all our friends past and present and to you all.
A new year and a new hope, hope that we keep well and healthy and hope that
we meet new people and make new friends along the way. Recently our school
received a huge amount of fund raising money, some of which was raised
before I joined as chair some 5 years ago. We would like to take this opportunity
to give thanks to the past friends committee who did such a wonderful job in
getting the fund raising off to an amazing start and also to those that continue
to support us today. We also owe thanks to those that support and attend the
events we hold. Without you this would not be possible so thank you.
If you are new to the area and or school you may not have heard of FOSS.
FOSS is run by a team of volunteer parents, grandparents, sisters, brothers,
aunts and uncles of the children that attend Silverstone Primary school. We raise
money through our charity fund raising events throughout the year. The money
raised is spent on our children’s education and environment.
If you would like to get involved or feel you have something you can offer
then please get in touch either on our Facebook page or email
silverstoneFOSS@outlook.com
Our recent fund raiser was our Silverstone Schools Christmas Fair, this was
supported by Silverstone Pre-school. For the first time this was in our new
school and what a fabulous event it was too. We could not have expected so
much support from you all, the hall was full, the turkey was all gone and the
stalls were packed, Santa was exhausted as were his little elves. Thank you to
everyone that made this event happen and to those that attended and
supported the event. I am delighted to be able to tell you that a fantastic profit of
£3068.06 was made at this event. This will be put towards the new IT equipment
for Silverstone Primary School children and their fabulous staff.
Our next big event is Grand Prix Parking for this we need an army of volunteers
please get in touch if you can spare some time to assist.
Many Thanks
Louise Broomhall and all our fabulous friends.
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Space Time Youth Club
Upcoming Dates:
February		
Friday 2nd
Years 4 to 6
Friday 9th
Years 7+
Friday 16th
Half Term
Friday 23rd
Years 4 to 6

The Youth Club has now been
running for well over a year now and
is held every Friday in the Methodist
Chapel from 7 to 9pm. We run
alternate sessions with one week
being for year groups 4 to 6 and the
next for secondary school children,
years 7 and upwards. It is free for any
children of the appropriate age to
attend and they will even get fed :-).
In addition to
our usual activities,
in December
we took 13
members away to
Whitemoor Lakes
activity centre
for a cracking
weekend of outward bound fun and
indoor games. We all had a blast –
leaders included, the pictures tell their
own story…. and yes, they are meant
to be abseiling upside down.
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March
Friday 2nd
Friday 9th
Friday 16th
Friday 23rd

Years 7+
Years 4 to 6
Years 7+
Years 4 to 6

Training:
In February, three of our members
will be attending an Emerging
Leaders course run by NAYC. This
is a great opportunity for our young
people to learn about the skills of
leadership at an early age and then
come back and help run & organise
their club.

Thank You:
A huge thank you to everyone who
donated to Santa as he travelled
around our village. We are so grateful
for the proportion we received – it will
help us to purchase further resources.

Every Friday during term time		
7 to 9pm at the Methodist Chapel
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News from the Methodist Chapel
It was lovely to see so many people coming to enjoy the village Carol Service
and our Christmas Eve service at the Chapel. A big thank you to all our young
folk for their part in performing the Christmas Play, it was wonderful!
We were also pleased to welcome Preschool to the Chapel for their Nativity and
for a Christingle service with Rev Pat.
Thank you to you all for your generosity in giving to the collections for Action
For Children - £212.84 from the Carol Service, £77.12 from the Christmas Eve
service and £33.65 donated in lieu of Christmas cards. This money will help
many disadvantaged children across the UK by improving the lives of 370,000
children, teenagers and carers every year.
The Community Cafe was very busy in December with lots of people coming to
enjoy lovely food and drinks and to look at and buy from all the stalls of beautiful
crafts. At one time we had to bring in more tables as we were so full! We thank
everyone who donated to the Northamptonshire Health Charitable Fund Appeal
by giving gifts for patients having to spend Christmas on the wards. We took 3
large boxes of gifts to the hospital, so thank you all.
The 3 C’s club continue to meet – Chips, Chaps and Chats! All men are
invited to enjoy fish and chips and a cup of tea at the Chapel and then either
chat together or maybe play a board game. This is held on the first Friday of
each month from 12.30 - 2.30pm. Next dates are Feb 2nd and then March 9th
(this is a change of date for just one month as the Chapel will be hosting the
Women’s World Day of Prayer service on the first Friday) More information from
Mark 01327 857065.
The Care & Share group continues to meet on the third Wednesday of each
month, for more details please speak to Mavis 01327 438633, you will be made
very welcome.
Space Time Youth club meet at the Chapel each Friday evening and it’s great
to see so many youngsters come along to have fun and food each week. For
all the details and if you’d like to know more please contact Trevor Ray on
07811 946022
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Our Sunday services continue as usual with Café Church held on the first 3
Sundays of each month. Come along for a free breakfast at 9.15am, a more
informal time of worship and a speaker – always lots of things for the children
to do. Our more traditional service is held at 4pm each Sunday during the winter
months. United services with our friends at St Michael’s are held on the 4th
Sunday morning at 10am. In January and February these services will be held at
the Chapel and in March at St Michaels. We would love you to join us at any of
our services and you will be made very welcome. For more details please
contact Mavis 01327 438633.
If you would like to know more about hiring the Schoolroom or the Chapel
please contact Christine on 857058. Wishing you all a very happy & peaceful
New Year from everyone at the Chapel.

Play Cricket at Silverstone Cricket Club
Newly promoted to the Premier Division of the South
Northants League, we are expanding to start a second team
for the 2018 season.
We are a friendly, sociable club and welcome new players
of all ages and abilities. Indoor nets begin at Sponne School
on Wednesday 24th January at 8pm, where ECB Qualified
Coaching is provided.
Come along and give us a go! For further information please contact John
Fowler on: 07860 301849
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Silverstone Racers FC
Soccer School will recommence at the SRA playing fields for 4-6 year olds
on Saturday 24th February at a new time of 9.45am.
Sessions will be run by Ian Marriott a qualified FA coach. To keep up to date
please follow Silverstone Racers FC on Facebook.

Silverstone Tennis Club
New to the village? Did you know you
have your own tennis court? Well, not
actually yours exclusively but yours to
use pretty much when you want. There
are two quality courts with all-weather
tarmac surface by the playground next
to the SRA pavilion and football pitches
down Church Street. The courts are run
as a members club but no need to book
courts, just turn up and play.
Annual (April-March) Membership:
£23/£28* Junior
£35/£40* Adult
£75/£85* Family (2 adults +juniors under 18 on 01/01/17)
This fee ensures the courts are kept in good condition for you to play on.
* applies to members from outside the village. LTA registration allows members
to enter ballot for Wimbledon tickets. Two tennis coaches are available to book
your own lessons and training sessions by arrangement – (Mark Blincow 07803
208638 and Paul Valentine 07591 251628)
Your membership will help maintain this valuable asset in the village for future
generations so please get in touch. Why not pick up a racket and join to enjoy
the outdoor exercise in a lovely setting?
Contact: tennis@thesra.website for further information about joining.
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Held at

Silverstone Chapel,

CHIPS
CHAPS
AND
CHATS
(3C’s CLUB)

the Chapel folk are
delighted to host the

3C’s CLUB
on the FIRST
Friday of each month
(apart from March,
when we will meet on
the SECOND Friday)

for chaps who love
chips and a chat

12.30pm - 2.30 (ish)

Come along for good company
and a relaxing time.
The Chapel will provide
tea, coffee and biscuits,
bread and butter,
and tomato sauce,
as at 1 pm the

HOWE & CO
fish‘n’chip van
will arrive to serve
‘fish and chips’

for a special 3C’s club
price of £5 a portion
We look forward to
welcoming you
and having the blessing
of your company
For further details please contact
Mark Tyson 01327 857065

SILVERSTONE CHAPEL - Chapel Hill, High Street, Silverstone, NN12 8US
Thank you to Jan and the team at Howe & Co for their support

News from St Michael’s Church
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Now is the time when we all plan for
summer activities and indeed this is just
as true for our Church. This month
letters will be going out requesting
prizes for our ‘Annual Big Summer Raffle’
and we are most grateful to our usual
contributors for their support which
helps us raise much needed funds for
the upkeep and improvement of the
Church, Churchyard and Church Rooms.
If you can help in any way by suggesting sources for businesses etc which we
could contact for prizes or if you can
help sell Raffle Tickets when they come
out in April/May do please contact Anne
Pullen, tel. 857608. We would be very
pleased to have your help in any way.

We take this opportunity to thank all who supported our Autumn Soup Lunches.
Our Lent Lunches will commence on Monday 19th February for 6 weeks – 12
noon to 1.30 p.m. in the Church Rooms. These lunches are an opportunity not
only to enjoy delicious home-made soups but also to spend a pleasant social
time together.
Our Giving Committee, met in November, to discuss and decide upon the
Charities to receive donations from St. Michael’s Church for 2017. We give to
Local, National, International and Emergency organisations. The chosen
Charities are:- Local – Cynthia Spencer Hospice, C2C (The Bishop’s chosen
Charity); National – The Children’s Society, College of St Barnabas; International
– Farm Africa (our donation will be doubled by the UK Govt), Water Aid;
Emergency – The British Red Cross.
As in previous years, Reverend Paul will be leading 3 Lent Courses within our
Benefice – Paulerspury, Silverstone and Whittlebury. The Course entitled ‘On
the Third Day’ consists 5 sessions of Ecumenical discussion with a booklet, audio
and transcript. The course in Silverstone will be held at West End Farm House –
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day and time to be confirmed (usually an afternoon). Please check the Church
Notice Board for further details.
On Wedesday’s at 1.00 p.m. Reverend Paul has ‘Bible and Reflection Time’ in the
Church Rooms. It is an opportunity without regular commitment to come along
and read a portion of scripture, reflect, and if you would like to, talk about how
the reading has informed your understanding of your relationship with God.
At St. Michael’s we have a Singing Group – NOT a choir. We sing in Church for
about an hour and a half, the next 2 sessions will be 1st February, 15th February,
7.30 p.m. Reverend Paul leads us in Taize chants, pieces from the Iona
Community along with praise songs and traditional hymns. If you would like
to join us you would be most welcome!
On Palm Sunday, 25th March, we are planning to hold a Benefice Service, with
the Methodist Church. The intention is to process from the Methodist Church
where the Service will commence, to St. Michael’s Church, where the Service
will continue.

Donkey needed!
We are seeking to have a
donkey for the procession – do you know
of anyone who could bring one along?
Please contact Reverend Paul –
revpaulmcleod@btinternet.com if you
can help!

We are reviewing our Church Cleaning Rota for 2018 – new volunteers would
be very welcome – if you can join us please contact Anne Pullen tel. 857608.
If you are planning an event and looking for a venue in the heart of the village
please consider the Church Rooms – contact Melanie Dennison for all details –
tel. 857050/ melmrsb@btinternet.com
Judith Paybody
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Does anyone know anything about
Silverstone’s Coop?
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Towcester Museum
A Road Through History
Towcester Museum comes to life through three interactive
exhibitions sponsored by the Heritage Lottery Fund taking
you on a ‘journey through time’ spanning 5,000 years of
Towcester’s history. The road – ‘Watling Street’ – has played
a major role in the development of Towcester and has
fulfilled many functions over the centuries, serving as a
highway for military settlements, an ‘international border’
and a major coaching route. By visiting these exhibitions you
will gain a deeper appreciation of the everyday experiences of people who lived
in Towcester and understand how the town developed and evolved over
the centuries.
The Stone Age to The Fall of The Roman Empire (3500BC – 420AD)
This first exhibition on ‘The Road Through History’,
sponsored by the Heritage Lottery Fund, traces the origins
of Towcester from the Stone Age through the Bronze and
Iron Ages right to the end of the Roman occupation. When
you visit you will be able to discover more about significant
events in Towcester’s past including when the first people settled in Towcester,
the dramatic changes brought by the arrival of the Romans and the Boudicca
uprising against the Romans.
Anglo-Saxon period to the Great Fire of Towcester (550AD - 1676)
Continue the ‘Road through History’ with our new
exhibition, sponsored by the Heritage Lottery Fund.
This second exhibition will continue the story from the
end of Roman Empire through the Anglo Saxon,
Norman, Medieval eras to the Civil War and the Great Fire
of Towcester. You can learn more about key characters
from Towcester’s past including, Archdeacon William Sponne and the infamous
Sir Richard Empson, and find out more about all the Civil War battles and
skirmishes that took place in the area around Towcester.
Georgian period to the 21st Century (1714 - Present)
The third exhibition completes the ‘Road Through History’ trilogy, sponsored
by the Heritage Lottery Fund, and tells the history of Towcester spanning over
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5,000 years. The most recent part of the exhibition focuses on the Georgian,
Victorian and Twentieth Century periods of the town’s history. This exhibition
will allow you to learn about some of Towcester’s heroes of World War One
and World War Two, gain an insight into the life of a Georgian coaching town,
and for the first time experience the 5,000 years of Towcester’s history in
one exhibition.
We’re a family friendly museum with lots for the kids to do too! For more
information please see http://towcestermuseum.co.uk/events-and-exhibitions/
or visit us at White Horse Yard, 163-165 Watling St, Towcester NN12 6BU.
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