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News & Views

Appeal for memorabilia for The Silverstone Experience
The fate of the village phonebox
SNAT hits Silverstone!
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WANTED! Photos of RAF Silverstone
and the White Horse Pub
The Silverstone Experience - celebrating the exciting past, present and future of
Silverstone and British motor sport, is opening at the circuit in spring 2019. The
exhibition will enable visitors to see the transformation from Benedictine Priory
and a Second World War airfield to the home of British motor racing.
The project Archive team are particularly keen to find photos or associated
memorabilia of Silverstone when it was a Second World War airfield.
Additionally, any photos of the White Horse pub from 1948 onwards. Please do
get in touch if you, your family members and or friends are able to help…..the
project team would love to hear from you.
Contact: Stephanie Sykes-Dugmore, Project Archivist on 01327 320 425 or
email car@silverstone-experience.co.uk
Thank you in advance for your support.
Victoria Worpole
Director of Collections, Exhibitions & Learning
https://silverstone-experience.co.uk/what-to-expect/

Paul Salkeld
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Silverstone Community Café
After a well earned rest in August the Café was open in September and all profit
– an amazing £197, was given to Macmillan Cancer Support.
The South Northants Art Trail will be using the Chapel from Saturday 6th to
Sunday 14th October. The Community Café will be serving coffee and cakes
during this period from 10.30 till 2.30 and 11.30 – 2.30 on the Sundays. We
hope that you will be able to pop in and enjoy the diverse range of items on
display from very talented local people, and enjoy our homemade refreshments.
The Café will be open as usual on November 8th and December 13th serving
coffee and cake between 10am - 2pm, and soup between noon and 2pm.
We hope you will be able to join us.

Local clubs listing
In the next edition, we will be reprinting the clubs and organisations listing.
There has been a lot of interest in this and we have new information that has
been added already. If you run or are part of a local club or group and would
like to appear in this listing, please let me know (annie.rickard@yahoo.co.uk)
before November 15th 2018. Thanks! AR

News from the Methodist Chapel
We hope that you’ve all enjoyed the
summer holidays, now the days have
got a bit shorter we begin to see God’s
beautiful creation again in the lovely
colours of autumn and we thank Him
for His provision for us especially as
we celebrate the Harvest Festivals in
the churches.

year and all the food gifts went to
the Towcester Foodbank and the
monetary gifts, given through the
collections at our two services,
went to ‘All We Can’ the Methodist
Relief and Development Fund.
Thank you to everyone for your
generous giving.

We celebrated our Harvest Festival
at the beginning of September this

The Chapel was open in September
for the annual Ride + Stride organised
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by the Northamptonshire Historic
Churches Trust (NHCT).
The Community Cafe had a break
during August but was open again in
September with an amazing profit of
£197 going to the Macmillan Cancer
Support. Many thanks to all who
supported us and for the amazing
volunteers who work so hard each
month. From Saturday October 6th Sunday October 14th the South
Northants Art Trail artists will be
displaying their work in the Chapel.
Tea, coffee and cakes will be
available from 10.30am – 2.30pm
each day (Sundays 11.30 – 2.30)
Look out for the brochures & posters
advertising this event. Please note that
the Community Cafe won’t be held
in October.
On November 11th there will be the
annual United Remembrance Day
Service beginning at the Methodist
Church at 10.30am, proceeding to
the War Memorial for 11am and
concluding the service at St
Michaels Church.
Our usual groups meet – Chips,
Chaps and Chats on the first Friday of
each month from 12.30pm (contact
Mark 01327 857065) the Care & Share
Group on the 3rd Wednesday of each
month at 3pm (contact Mavis 01327
438633), Community Cafe 2nd
Thursday of each month (contact
Judith 01327 857688) Space Time
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Youth Club Friday evenings 7-9pm
(contact Trevor 07811 946022)
Space United Youth Events are held
on the 3rd Sunday of each month
from 6-8pm. (contact Trevor)
We would love you to join us for
our Sunday morning Café Church
service which is a very informal time
of worship for all ages held on the
first three Sundays of each month. We
enjoy a lovely free breakfast together;
this is available from 9 – 9.25am the
service begins at 9.30am with a time
of worship and a speaker. There are
things for the children to do during
the service and we are usually finished
by 10.30am – do pop along sometime
and join us, you’d be made
very welcome.
If you prefer a more traditional service
come along at 6pm (3pm from
October 28th) and again you’ll receive
a very warm welcome.
On the fourth Sunday of each month
we have a united service with our
friends from St Michaels Church, for
October and November this service
will be held at St Michaels Church
at 10am
If you want to know more about any
of our activities please contact Mavis
01327 438633 or to book the Chapel
or schoolroom for events contact
Christine 01327 857058
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Learn together

Grow together

Achieve together

A brand new, spacious, awe inspiring
school environment with amazing facilities
Caring, thoughtful and loving children
who are keen to learn
A supportive and caring school community
with wonderful and approachable staff

We are a family – we welcome every member of our supportive and loving
community to be part of our school family. Through our Christian values we support
each other and encourage everyone to be the best they can be.

Learn together – we aim to instill a love for learning and motivate each child by providing
a stimulating curriculum that will develop creative, enquiring and resourceful minds.

Grow together – in every child we aim to build self-condence and develop the
qualities of self-discipline, responsibility, respect, tolerance and perseverance to support
children becoming independent, successful and responsible young citizens.

Achieve together – through our safe, caring and happy environment we aim to
nurture individual talents, enable children to develop physically, socially and intellectually
and strive for the highest academic achievements.

SILVERSTONE CE PRIMARY SCHOOL, Towcester Road, Silverstone NN12 8UB
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www.silverstoneprimary.org.uk | Email: ofce@silverstoneprimary.org.uk | Tel: 01327 855100

News from the last school year….
The 2017-18 academic year, came to an end in
July with many successes along the way. Starting
the school year in September 2017 - with boxes
still to unpack after receiving the keys only a few
days prior to the children starting - now seems
a distant memory. This is thanks to our amazing
staff, children and parents who worked collectively
during the year to establish new routines and procedures, allowing the children
to continue to enjoy and flourish in their learning.
We finished the year with an awe-inspiring Key Stage 2 performance called
‘Pantastic’, based on the story of Peter Pan. Not many had a dry eye as our
parents were filled with pride and joy for every child.
At the end of the year we said goodbye and thank you to Mr Rumbold and Mrs
Linnell who were part of our cleaning team for a number of years. We also said
goodbye to our Year 6 who are now enjoying the next chapter in their life
journey at secondary school, with the vast majority moving onto Sponne.
The new school year ….
Roll forward to September 2018 and we started the new academic year on the
front foot with renewed energy and excitement among all the staff and children
(and parents!) and a welcome to some new faces. Mr Collins has joined our
teaching team, teaching Year 3 and Mr Dennis has become our new Site
Supervisor to oversee the maintenance of the school site.
We also welcome our new intake in Reception Class this year – an amazing
38 children joined our school in September. We often have enquiries about
spaces for other year groups as well as Reception so if you would like further
information about available spaces within our school please speak to Mrs
Jayne Capel, our school administrator, on 01327 855100 or email to
office@silverstoneprimary.org.uk
School Open Days 2018
We are holding our open days for prospective parents in Reception Class
on 11th October and 8th November 2018. Both tours start at 9:30am.
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Once again to express an interest please contact Mrs Jayne Capel on the above
contact details.
A new greenhouse from the Rotary Club of Towcester!
We are thrilled to tell you that our school has
received an amazing gift from The Rotary Club
of Towcester over the summer holiday! We are
honoured to have been given a brand-new
greenhouse where the children will be
encouraged to grow a variety of plants during
the year. The Rotary Club organised the purchase
and the installation of this wonderful resource.
We are extremely grateful for the generosity of
The Rotary Club and this greenhouse will be
enjoyed by our children for many years to come.
To find out more about Silverstone CE Primary School or our Open Days please
visit our website www.silverstoneprimary.org.uk

Heads up!
Saturday 6th – Sunday 14th October.
South Northants Art Trail October
2018 is the biggest yet and artists and
craftsmen are exhibiting at two venues
in Silverstone!
With 68
artists
exhibiting
in 20
venues
around
South
Sue Rudland
Northants
the 2018
Art Trail is set to be the most varied
since the Trail started in 2013. Here in
Silverstone The Methodist Chapel is
once again hosting a group of artists
showing paintings, jewellery and wood
turned pieces.
The café will be open for the week,
serving their delicious coffee, tea and
cakes for you to enjoy when you go to
see the wonderful work. Val Goldfinch
will be showing her amazing work
commemorating WW1 as well as her
watercolours of Silverstone. Anyone
who loves food will enjoy the work
at the second venue, Rookery Farm
Studio, where Sue Rudland will be
working and exhibiting her latest oil
paintings with a food theme.
The brochures can be found at
Croft’s Stores, The White Horse Pub

and at The Chapel Community Café
in Silverstone as well as many other
venues locally.
The Art Trail offers everyone the
opportunity to meet artists and
makers, to learn first-hand about
how their work is created, and to
buy directly from the artist.
This year visitors will find art-forms
as diverse as ceramics, abstract and
figurative painting, polymer clay,
sculpture, textile art and weaving,
photography, wood turning and
carving, fused and stained glass,
jewellery, mixed media, printmaking
and more.
Many of the artists taking part will be
demonstrating their skills and sharing
their inspirations, making the Art Trail
about the creative processes as well as
the exhibitions.
All the exhibitions are free to enter,
and some of the artists will also be
offering ‘have a go’ sessions too –
booking is advised for these!
Detailed information about the
venues, the artists, the demonstrations
and workshops on offer, and ideas for
where to go for refreshments when
following the trail are in the brochures
and will be live on the SNA website:
www.arts-sn.org.uk from the
beginning of September.
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A unitary moves closer
In the last issue I tried to give as clear a picture as I could of what is likely to
happen in South Northamptonshire in the wake of the county council’s
problems. I said that the likely outcome would be the formation of two unitary
authorities. That scenario has moved on since then and in the last week of
August all councils (county, districts and boroughs) in Northamptonshire voted.
All these councils were invited to submit a proposal to the Secretary of State
for the reorganisation of local government in Northamptonshire. This proposal
called the ‘Northamptonshire Local Government Reform Proposal’ was
designed to pave the way for the county to be divided into two unitary
authorities – West Northamptonshire (comprising South Northants Council
(SNC), Daventry District Council and Northampton Borough Council) and North
Northamptonshire (comprising the rest) with Northamptonshire County Council
divided in both.
I am not aware of any SNC councillor who supports the idea of being in a
unitary with Northampton Borough – one reason being the likely distribution
of councillors (all council wards will be revised with only one ‘level’ of
councillor instead of the county and district or borough councillors we currently
have). It appears that there will be more councillors representing Northampton
town than there will be rural councillors. The biggest fear being that large scale
housing development could flood this side of the M1 against the will of those
living in places such as Blisworth and Bugbrooke as the councillors representing
the rural areas quite probably would be out-voted by those from the town. We
met with our MP, and our leader Ian McCord has had meetings with ministers
and others and it has been made patently clear that the only acceptable option
is the unitary scenario described.
All councils with the exception of Corby voted for the proposal but it only
needed two councils’ votes to carry it through. At SNC the vast majority of
votes were for the proposal with a couple of abstentions and a handful of votes
against. All – I believe – of those voting for the proposal did so not because it
is something considered desirable but because it was clear that the proposal
would go ahead and a ‘no’ vote would have prevented us from having a full say
in the design of the new council. It was better to swallow our pride to make
sure we can do our best for the district than to make a point and then find we
are not getting what would be best for the residents.
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It is with great sadness that we are ‘divorcing’ from Cherwell District Council
as it was not legally possible to join them in a unitary as they are in a different
policing area. Our Chief Executive Yvonne Rees is leaving SNC but remains as
Chief Executive of Cherwell and is further being appointed as Chief Executive of
Oxfordshire County Council and we wish her well. Richard Ellis is Interim Head
of Paid Service effectively the chi8ef exec for the time being. Now the
reorganisation begins but for us it is very much business as usual and
maintaining our high service levels is our commitment.
Hopefully I can give you more information about what follows in the next
News & Views.
Dermot Bambridge
South Northants District Councillor and Cabinet Member
Portfolio Holder for Environmental Services

Thank you, In Loving Memory of
Denis Green - ‘Greenie’
On behalf of Sheila, Sophie, Adam, Harry and myself, I would like to thank
you from the bottom of my heart for all of the kindness and support we
have received since the sudden passing of Dad in August 2018 from
Pancreatic Cancer.
A particular thank you for joining us as we said goodbye to Dad. I can
honestly say that the moment of walking into St Michaels Church on 22nd
August took our breath away with the sea of faces that greeted us. He would
have been in his element surrounded by such a large gathering of friends,
family and neighbours and he certainly had the send off that we wanted
for him and as he deserved.
As a family, we are focusing our grief on raising awareness and much
needed funds for Pancreatic Cancer UK - any fundraising suggestions and
ideas will be gratefully received.
#GoPurple4TeamGreen
With Kindest Regards,
Claire Mackay Green
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News from the Parish Council
At our September monthly meeting final steps were
taken in deciding what the old telephone box on
the High Street should be used for in the future.
The most popular choice was for a book exchange/
information point and the PC was
delighted to support that idea.
One enterprising young man
in the village, Jack Haywood,
even submitted detailed
plans and a mock up of
shelving which will need to
be commissioned and installed. Parish Councillors were
thrilled that Jack wanted to do something productive for
our community and applauded his foresight. We are now
looking for quotes from any local craftsman who could
take on the construction project. If you can help with this
please contact clerk@silverstonevillage.org and our clerk will advise on how to
move this on.
Lots of people have offered books but please hang on to them and we will give
you information about what we need and likely timescales.
On a more depressing note, it was noted that there are still some owners
allowing their dogs to foul the SRA sports field, with mess even found near the
children’s play area. However fit and healthy you may think your dog is, it can
still carry harmful parasites and bacteria which are left in their faeces. One of
the worst of these is toxocariasis, an infection caused by roundworm parasites,
which can lead to blindness in children if they become infected. Please be
sensible with your pet, nobody wants to ban dogs from the sports field but
young people are playing football and generally messing about on the ground
and they do not want to find they have fallen onto dog mess that should never
have been there. The matter has been reported to South Northamptonshire
Council and the village will be receiving visits from the Dog Warden, who will
put up some signs to remind dog owners of their responsibility to clear up after
their pets, give advice to dog walkers and take action if any breaches of the
rules are observed or reported.
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Silverstone Pre-School
Silverstone Pre-School is a local childcare provision situated in the heart of the
village. We pride ourselves on providing and demonstrating high quality care
and education to our Pre-School children and maintaining a safe environment
at all times. We plan for age appropriate activities using the EYFS curriculum and
build relationships with parents and ensure each child’s individual needs
are recognised and met.
We are currently taking bookings for January 2019 but we now have limited
spaces for 2 year olds so please do get your name down quick if you have a
younger child and are interested. We still have spaces for 3 and 4 year olds,
so if you feel that Silverstone Pre-School is the place for your child, then please
do not hesitate to get in touch and book in for a look around.
We are currently collecting clothing and textiles for a fundraising opportunity
with the Fire Fighters charity. The clothing bags will be collected from
Pre-School on Friday 2nd November 2018. So if anyone has anything that they
wish to donate or are having a sort out of clothing and textiles, please think of
us and drop them into Pre-School when we’re open. Thank You!
Please contact our Pre-School manager, Dawn Jenkins on:
P: 01327 858886 | E: info@silverstonepreschool.org.uk
The Silverstone Pre-School Team.

Silverstone Gardening Club
So the incredible hot summer has passed and we are trading sandals and t-shirts
for boots and woollies to get out in the garden. We still have the memories but
I’m already finding it hard to remember what feeling hot was like!
We began the autumn season with an arranged visit to Waterperry Gardens in
Oxfordshire, a huge garden boasting a 200ft herbaceous border awash with
wonderful mauve and pink michaelmas daises backed by soft waving grasses, a
rose garden and riverside walk along with many other features. We were blessed
with a dry, warm day despite the damp forecast and I can recommend it as a
delightful day out.
14 | Silverstone News & Views

Our first meeting of the autumn will be on Monday Sept 24th when Brian Ellis
from Avondale Nursery will be talking about Texture and Foliage in the Garden,
an important aspect of garden design, especially as the colours fade in winter.

Our meeting on 29th October will be our AGM followed by Douglas Goddard
from the Butterfly Conservation Society talking about Butterflies in the Garden.
I hope you have all enjoyed the floral displays in the village this summer. It
was rather ironic that we chose the hottest British summer on record to get
this underway! However even in that heat the large, self-watering planters only
needed topping up weekly. Spring bulbs have already been ordered to
continue the displays next year. We are forming a group of helpers for this
project, so if you are interested in helping make our village more attractive, do
please get in touch with me through silverstone.garden.club@gmail.com or call
01327 857140. You don’t have to be a garden club member! It won’t be arduous
– just meeting a couple of times a year to take out the old bedding, top up the
compost and plant up for the next season – plus occasional helping out with
the watering. I should say that one of the nice things about these tasks is the
community spirit and chatting to the appreciative villagers passing by.
Sue Rudland
Chairman Silverstone Gardening Club
New members are always welcome to the club.
Contact our membership secretary Ruth Reddall 01327 857938, look at our website:
www.silverstonegardeningclub.org or just come along to a meeting!
Membership costs just £3 single £5 joint plus meetings £2 (£3 guests)
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News from St. Michael’s Church
Our Harvest Festival Service will
be held on Sunday 7th October at
10.00a.m. followed by a Lunch in
the Church Rooms at 12 noon for
12.30p.m. Please contact Peter and
Heather Coles if you wish to join
us for lunch.
Autumn Soup Lunches will
commence on Monday 15th
October for 6 weeks, 12 noon to
1.30p.m. in the Church Rooms. We
will again have a ‘bring and buy
second hand bookstall’ at all the
lunches. We look forward to
seeing you!
The village Service of Remembrance
will be held on Sunday 11th
November exactly 100 years since the
end of the First World War. Many of
you will have been involved in knitting,
sewing and crocheting poppies which
will be used to decorate the War
Memorial for the Service. We assemble
at the Methodist Church at 10.40 a.m.
There will be activities for children in
the Church Rooms following the Act
of Remembrance at the War Memorial
at 11.00 a.m. The Service continues in
St. Michael’s Church.
Our Singing Group – NOT A
CHOIR continues to enjoy an hour
of singing traditional hymns, modern
praise songs and of course chants.
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We sing in St. Michael’s Church and
the dates for your diary are 18th
October, 1st November, 29th
November and 13th December
at 7.30p.m. If you enjoy singing
please join us, everyone is welcome!
St. Michael’s Church would like to
invite you to share half an hour of
peace, a chance to step away from
a busy schedule, to give thanks for
the highs and share the lows of the
week and to have some ‘me’ time. 1st
and 3rd Fridays of the month in the
Church Rooms, 2.15 for refreshments.
Peaceful time 2.30 – 3.00p.m.
Towcester Deanery will be holding
a Celebration of The Healing
Ministry, at Holy Trinity Church,
Deanshanger, on Saturday 20th
October at 2.00p.m. For more
details please contact
revpaulmcleod@btinternet.com
On 2nd November an All Soul’s
Service will be held at 6.00p.m. at
St. Botolph’s Church, Slapton. During
this service we have an act of
commemoration, the names of those
who have died are read out and the
opportunity of lighting a candle in
their memory is offered. There will
be a sheet of paper in St. Michael’s
Church in October, giving parishioners
the opportunity to write the names of

those who have died. A list can then
be drawn up and these names will be
included in the Service.
Looking ahead, dates for your
diaries – a Christmas Concert by the
Silson Singers has been arranged for
Wednesday 5th December, 7.30p.m.

in St. Michael’s Church – and even
further ahead – on Sunday 23rd
December at 4.00 p.m. there will be a
Christingle Carol Service in St.
Michael’s Church.
Judith Paybody

What was the Price of Sugar in
Silverstone in 1982?

Mrs Watts knows but did Jonathan Odell get the right answer?

Thanks
Karen, Liam and Sander Fanning would like to thank this amazing village for
all the love and support people offered us after the death of Rio, Karen’s
husband. We would also like to thank everyone for attending our final
farewell at St Michael’s Church on August 30th and for making it such a
special tribute to a very special man.
Karen Fanning

August edition football team exposed!
Back Row - David Hayle, Peter Denney, John ( Noddy ) Travell,
Stephen Payne, Hugh Kiddell, Andrew Payne, Shaun Rush
Front Row - Ron (Chopper ) Harris, Trevor Dale, Peter Flannigan,
Kevin Dale, Roger Culley, Chris Coleman

Silverstone

Drop in parents and tots group
with toys and tea

Fridays, 1.30pm-3pm
£2.00 per family
Silverstone Pre-school Room,
Murswell Lane, Silverstone,
Northants, NN12 8UT
Follow us on

@Silverstone Tiggers

Lest we forget!
Genealogy is a fascinating hobby. Many years
ago, I started looking into my family tree. One
tree stood out above the others was the tree
of my great, great Grandfather and his brothers
and sisters. Whilst searching for his nephews,
born in the West Indies, I was taken down the
route of the First World War. Donald William
Edwards, looking for excitement, swapped
his motorcycle courier position in the Royal
Engineers for thrill of spotting in the RFC. This,
sadly, lead to his death in a Sopworth Strutter
over the French/Belgian border where he and
his Canadian pilot were shot down. His elder brother, Harrington Douty
Edwards, spent his whole, short life in the Navy. His final posting was as
submarine commander on HMS E5. E5 disappeared on 7th March 1916; nothing
was really known of what happened to him and his 28 crew.
In 2016, 100 years and 6 months later, a diving expedition in the shipping lane just off the
Dutch coast, uncovered the remains of the
submarine and the final resting place of Harry
and his crew. The escape hatch was open,
showing they had made an escape attempt.
Following this discovery, I started corresponding with the person who had
organised this dive and learned some very disturbing facts about our naval war
dead. Dozens of letters, emails and FOI requests later, the situation has become
clear and it is a very sad and disturbing one.
The Navy have full records of vessels lost during the wars. However, the
wrecks and final resting places are not automatically protected from looting
and salvage, when in International waters. There are local laws and treaties
forbidding the removal of items from these wrecks; a “look, don’t touch”
approach. However, they do not hold the legal status of a War Grave, despite,
some of the time, still containing remains of those lost. They are known as the
“Final Resting Place” which holds no legal status and means they do not have
the same protection (and worldwide respect) as land-based graves across

Europe and the Far East. They are not under the protection of the CWGC as
they cannot be maintained. They are at the mercy of those charged with
enforcing the local laws and compliance with International Treaties….and of
“sport divers” who do not follow the rules.
Local laws and International Treaties work very
well if there are enforcement processes in place
to prosecute those caught with artefacts from
war wrecks in violation of local law. We, in the
UK, are quite good at punishing those that break
the law as the recent stories about the looters
in Kent, confirm. However, other European
countries are not quite so effective and despite their commitment to rules,
guidelines and laws and with clear, visible proof of wrongdoing, they have
consistently failed to act to enforce the law. As a result, many artefacts and
items, lifted from other country’s war wrecks, remain on show in private
display cabinets and outside cafes in Holland instead of being repatriated to
the UK as the Sovereign property they are. The MOD is aware and have made
their thoughts known. Historic England is aware. The Dutch Cultural Heritage
Agency is aware, and the Dutch Ministry of Culture is aware. Due to the lack
of conservation/preservation, some items have deteriorated (due to exposure
to the air) and are lost forever. These artefacts remain in Holland in a vacuum
of bureaucracy with no immediate action being taken to get them home or
to punish those that lifted them. The wheels turn very slowly in cross-channel
government departments!
When you stand head bowed in silence, for two minutes on November 11th and
think about those that fought and died for our freedom; be it at home, at a war
memorial or church service, remember those lost souls on the sea bed who
cannot rest in peace, even in death, until their war graves are protected from
illegal looting.
If you would like to see undersea war graves given a legal status with automatic rights of protection no matter where they rest, if you would like to see more
work being done to protect the undersea war graves and/or repatriation of all
stolen undersea war wreck artefacts by default, write to Andrea Leadsom, MP
for South Northants andrea.leadsom.mp@parliament.uk and Gavin Williamson,
Secretary of State for Defence gavin.williamson.mp@parliament.uk. To learn
more about my findings, email annie.rickard@yahoo.co.uk.
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Putting Austin in his Place
Along Murswell Lane there is a small
entrance to a row of stone cottages.
The cottages are collectively called
Austin’s Place, why Austin’s Place,
where does the name come from?
Is it named after the “International Man
of Mystery” Austin Powers, I think not
or perhaps the motoring manufacturer
supremo Herbert Austin, again I think
not. The cottages are named after a
Silverstone man who lived there for
many years with an exceptional skill.
His name was Austin Bignell.
Austin worked in the wood-trade and
lived in Silverstone all his life. He had
one exceptional skill, gardening in a big
way, producing the biggest and best of
produce. He had a large garden at home
along with an equally large allotment up
Winter Hills near Wild Wood. His fame
was known for many miles winning
hundreds of prizes in horticulture shows
both far and wide. His wash-house had
many boxes crammed with show result
cards resulting from his many years of
successful competition. Austin was
a sort of David Beckham of local
horticulture. Austin feared nobody and
would select the shows he wished to
enter, get their produce schedule which
he pronounced “schedle”. He would run
down the list and select his best produce
from his large garden. No category was
beyond him whether it was six white
potatoes, longest runner beans, pair of

leeks or short and
long carrots. Austin
knew all the tricks
to bring on or hold
back his products
so he would get
the plants to peak
for each show.
Austin really knew
his onions.
Austin’s position as the “man to beat”
demanded a dedication to his garden
and giving all the hours her could
muster. He kept his best seeds,
preparing them with his own individual
way that he had tweeked over the years.
On show weeks he would take many
hours preparing his exhibits so they
would be the class produce in the
show. Fellow gardener would be seen
looking over the hedge in envy, scratch
their heads, and wonder how Austin
achieved such produce.
Austin died
in the early
eighties and
would be
sadened to
see the new houses in the village
having such small gardens, but let’s
hope the new allottments will bring a
twentyfirst century Austin Bignell and
more Silverstone grown produce to
the table.
Gerald Lovell
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Autumn at Canons Ashby
The leaves are changing at
Canons Ashby, there are
apples dripping from the trees
and the Virginia Creeper on
the side of the house is turning
a beautiful blazing red.
After a busy summer of
thousands of visitors it’s much
quieter on site, but the staff
and volunteers are still very busy behind the scenes. The house team will be taking on tasks like polishing the silver items and carefully cleaning all the textiles.
You would be amazed how much dust gets stuck to tapestries and furniture
when there are so many people walking around the house.
In the gardens and grounds there is plenty to do, as well as the harvesting,
pruning and normal upkeep you might when visiting. They garden team are
hedge-laying, maintaining trees, preparing planting for next year, replanting
finished beds and much more. At this time of year people often notice the fruit
left on and under the fruit trees. This provides plenty of food for the wildlife
that lives around here: early on a cold winter morning these trees are covered
in hungry birds enjoying the apples and pears.
What’s on?
We have plenty of events and activities listed on our website. Here are just a
couple of highlights.
On 29-30 September we are celebrating Apple Harvest Weekend. There will
be apple tasting, apple pressing, many varieties available to take home for a
donation, Morris dancers, a few sellers, and kids activities. Find out more on the
website https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/canons-ashby/features/celebrateharvest-at-canons-ashby
From 6 - 31 October we have a Pumpkin Trail for families to enjoy– it’s great for
getting the kids outdoors and doing something interesting. Why not dress up for
Halloween and come and join in?
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On Saturday 6 October we are hosting our first concert Opera, Maria Stuarda
performed in English translation by OperaUpClose in our medieval church. Visit
our website for information and to book tickets.
Information about visiting, our history, work and projects, and upcoming events
can all be found on our website www.nationaltrust.org.uk/canons-ashby You
can follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram at @CanonsAshbyNT
I visited Canons Ashby over the summer and it was a very surprising and
enjoyable visit, complete with my first tasting of a Mulberry! Well worth taking
the time to learn about this fascinating place! - Ed

Bovis Homes
Over the past 12 months, I have been aware that residents on the new Bovis
estate have been frustrated by the (non) action of Bovis to resolve issues in their
new homes and of the continuing disruption on site caused by lorries and construction traffic. Andrea Leadsom became involved and wrote to the
Managing Director. You can read her letter here https://www.andrealeadsom.
com/news/20180730/silverstone-leys
Paul Stafford, MD for this region has now responded:
Dear Mrs Leadsom,
Thank you for your recent letter to Michael Stirrop in relation to your
constituents at our Silverstone site. A copy of this letter has been passed to
me, as Managing Director of the Bovis Homes West Midlands region, with
responsibility for the Silverstone site, for response. Please accept my apologies
for the delay in response, I have been away on annual leave, and have only
just returned.
Initially, I would like to reassure you that I was aware of the concerns raised by
yourself on behalf of your constituents. Bovis Homes strives to provide high
quality homes to our customers. In some instances however, there are a higher
number of remedial items required in the home after our customers take
occupation than we would deem acceptable. At Silverstone, this has clearly
been the case with a number of customers who moved into their homes in
2016 and 2017.
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Our Silverstone site has suffered from a higher than expected turnover of Bovis
employed staff since the site started in 2016, and particularly in the past 12
months. Two site managers have been replaced in the past 12 months due to
underperformance, and in particular due to a lack of focus on resolution of
issues raised by customers. This is the primary reason for delays in resolving
issues with some of your constituents. I am delighted to confirm that we have
recently employed a new site team, who have started on site in the past few
months. Our new site manager, Peter Carr, comes with an excellent reputation
from Barratts David Wilson, and will be supported by our Assistant Site Manager,
Chris Martin. I have visited the site several times since mid-July, including today,
and have been very impressed with the progress that is being made in resolving
customer concerns. I have expressed the importance of this to the whole team,
and their managers, who understand fully.
It is difficult to address specific customer concerns here, but I would like to
give you confidence that all issues that have been raised to the site team, or
our Customer Care team, are being reviewed and resolved, if required. Our site
team have tried to contact all customers who have raised concerns with us.
In relation to the point you raise about construction traffic driving through the
development, I am happy to state that we have now opened a new entrance,
solely for the use of construction traffic, at the top of the site. There is a clear
divide between occupied areas of the site and construction areas, and we have
locked gates to prevent access from one to the other. Occasionally, delivery
drivers use the wrong entrance and drive through occupied areas, but these
instances are reducing all the time, as drivers are becoming aware of the new
dedicated entrance for construction traffic.
In relation to the point you raise that certain residents have concerns that their
homes are not built in accordance with building regulations, I would state that
all our homes are built in accordance with the NHBC requirements. These
include technical requirements, performance standards and guidance for
the design and construction of new homes. NHBC inspectors have carried
out inspections of all homes at our Silverstone development at key stages
during their construction to check compliance with the NHBC Standards.
All the homes completed at Silverstone have received full sign-off by the NHBC.
Please be assured that we are committed to delivering high quality homes and
excellent service for all our customers at Bovis Homes in the West Midlands
region. They are at the centre of everything we do and they are supported by a
two-year guarantee from us, and a 10-year buildmark warranty from the NHBC.
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We are, of course, acutely aware that purchasing a new property is a major
investment – both financial and emotional. Customers rightly want everything
to be perfect in their new home from the moment they walk through the door
and we do our utmost to meet that expectation every time. However, homes
are not built in factories and sometimes there can be ‘snagging’ items. In such
circumstances our policy is to resolve these issues as efficiently as possible
under the terms of our guarantee, communicating closely with our customers
to manage their expectations as we do so. I acknowledge this hasn’t happened
as effectively as I would have liked at Silverstone, but am confident that my new
team on site are focusing on resolving these issues as their number one priority.
I am regularly updated with progress that is being made.
I trust this response helps to clarify your queries and gives you comfort that
Bovis Homes cares passionately about our customers and our development in
your South Northamptonshire constituency.
Kind regards,
Paul
Andrea urges anyone with persistent issues to contact her;
andrea.leadsom.mp@parliament.uk

Response to last edition’s appeal
Many thanks to those that responded to the appeal in the last edition, regarding
improvements during circuit events. These included:
1. Call for closer policing around the speed hump area to reduce noise/speed
especially early in the morning – possible diversion to A43 pre 9am?
2. Parking enforcement – no parking zones enforced, blocking emergency
vehicle access, parking over hydrants and drives, misuse of resident parking
permits resulting in pavement parking/entrance parking/parking in no
parking zones.
3. Increased litter management – more bins placed along the routes to camp
sites and village centre.
I will be writing to the Parish Council, encouraging them to hold a meeting with
Stuart and his team during event planning to see if anything can be done to
improve these issues. AR
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The Silson Soldiers
Across the years a silver bugle sings its plaintive sound
For villagers who fought and died a hundred years ago
They rest not here in Silverstone, but in a foreign ground
In Flanders where the soil they share saw blood red poppies grow
Their names are carved at Menin Gate, Le Touret and Cambrin,
And Poperinghe, Ploegstreet, Thiepval, Nieuport, Saint Sever
In quiet contemplation, now quite free from battle’s din
‘Mid landscaped waves of soldiers’ graves, they are remembered there
They left behind a village set amongst the woods and fields
Where now their names are listed on a cross of local stone
A requiem, but more than that, a list that gently yields
An ancient line of names in time, precursors to our own
So here find Adams, Chapman, Davis, Dudley, Rush; cut true
Into the plinth with Harris, Higham, Heritage, as well
And Farey, Hinton, Linnell, Lovell, Osborne, Roberts (who
Had suffered still a greater ill when several siblings fell)
Richardson, Spencer, Varney, Warman, Wootton, Webb and Timms,
And Whitlock, neither least nor last; “Who were these men?” you ask
In field and yard they laboured hard, renowned for strength of limbs
Who when time came they signed their name and settled to the task
They all were loyal village folk with ordinary lives
“All over before Christmas” - sadly all too true for some
They sailed for France and left behind their sweethearts and their wives
In bright parades they left their trades, to soldier far from home
Among them find a merchant, sawyers, carpenter and boy
A groom and three school leavers, carters plying forest routes
A railwayman, a wagoner, a few without employ
A businessman’s assistant, and a riveter of boots
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A woodsman, six farm labourers, the cowman from the pen
A house boy, and some young ones who about their ages lied
Or gave false names, to join the troops as patriotic men;
Like Tom, who signed, but left behind no trace of where he died
Three women: Spencer, Hinton, Bennett served beside the men
Amid the brutal slaughter of this terrible event
The words of those returning home remind us once again
A conflict for the end of war is what they hoped it meant
These folk all from this village where their ancestors had thrived
Set out to fight for what was right upon a foreign stage
Their independent spirit is the thing that has survived
Remember them in years to come; they are our heritage.
By Paul Torr & Gerald Lovell

Martin Dearsley
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Have you seen this insect?
ASIAN HORNET
Vespa velutina

What is it?

An invasive non-native hornet originally from Asia. Suspected records should be reported immediately. A highly
aggressive predator of native insects, posing a significant threat to honey bees and other pollinators. Accidentally
introduced to France in 2004 where it spread rapidly. In 2016 the first UK sighting was confirmed in Gloucestershire,
and a second sighting was confirmed more recently (2017) in North Devon.
Workers up to 25mm in length

Dark abdomen

Entirely dark thorax

Yellow tips to legs

Where might I see it?

Most likely to be seen close to bee hives - bee keepers should
be alert. Active from February to November in suburban areas
in the south of England and Wales, or around major ports.

Asian Hornet abdomen

Native Hornet abdomen

What does it look like?

Distinctive hornet, smaller than our native species. A key
feature is the almost entirely dark abdomen, except for the
4th segment which is yellow.
➤ Slightly smaller than native hornet
➤ Dark abdomen, 4th segment yellow
➤ Bright yellow tips to legs (native hornet dark)
➤ Entirely brown or black thorax (native hornet more orange)
➤ Makes very large nests

DANGER!
➤ ‘Hawks’ outside honey
bee colonies killing
bees as they attempt to
defend their hive

This hornet stings. Do not
disturb an active nest.
Seek advice using
the details below.

For more information or to report any sightings please go to:

www.nonnativespecies.org/alerts/asianhornet
or email: alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk
If you have an iPhone or Android, download the free recording app:

www.nonnativespecies.org

Nice doing business!
Local businesses and services listing

Bake It Pretty
Hello my name is Abby, owner of Bake It pretty.
After graduating with a degree in fine art I decided to combine my 2
passions, making art and CAKE.
Since then, I have spent years training firstly as a professional chef and
then as a cake decorator. 5 years later, I have finally taken the plunge and
launched my own business ‘Bake it pretty’.
Based in Silverstone, I specialise in personalised figures and car cakes, both
of which I just love to make. I love making cakes that are both unique and
that really mean something to the recipient. So whether it be a wedding,
birthday, christening or just a day where you really need some cake please
contact Bake it Pretty and together we can come up with something really
special for your day.
You can find me on facebook: www.facebook.com/bakeitprettyuk
Instagram: @bakeitprettyuk
And online: www.bakeitpretty.co.uk

Good News!
Voluntary organisations both in and outside the village can now advertise in
News & Views, free of charge!
Priority will be given to village charities. Charity number must be provided when
submitting the advertisement.
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The only thing missing from our team, is you.

Put your skills to use, learn new ones, and play an active role
in your local community.
Volunteering is easier than you think. With full support and training,
you can volunteer on a flexible basis.
Give young people the skills they need to success in life
and discover how being a part of the Scouting family can be
as rewarding for you as it is for them.
Call Davina on 07733 551015
or e-mail davina@gnscoutgroup.uk

Sun over Silverstone, Paul Salkeld

Hog spotting
Many thanks to all who responded via Silverstone Village Facebook regarding
my interest in how many hedgehogs are seen around the village.
In Hillside Ave. we have had regular visits: 1 large male, several smaller ‘hogs
possibly female as well as in the last 3 weeks a ‘family’ of 3. These have
appeared together without any aggravation - the smaller one of the trio has
been here for 2 nights on her own. There are two hedgehog ‘houses’ in our
garden built in November but there is no evidence of use other than by a wood
mouse. We feed a mixture of cat meat, dried and live meal worms.
Do let me know of your sightings through the year at Lizzytrundle@talk21.com.
The weather has been ideal for spending time in the cool of the patio watching
the frogs leaving our ponds and waiting for the ‘hogs to arrive.
Liz Trundle
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Silverstone News & Views is funded by Silverstone Parish Council and delivered
free to 99% of the houses in the village. The few outlying residents outside the
main village confines, are able to pick up a free copy from Crofts Stores.
Editorial Content
Annie Rickard, 58 High Street, Silverstone, NN12 8US. Tel 858371
annie.rickard@yahoo.co.uk
Pat Daly, 21 Hillside Avenue, Silverstone, NN12 8UR. Tel 857067
daly.verdala@btinternet.com
Design & Print
Rosanne Marriott, 23 High Street, Silverstone, NN12 8US. Tel 856752
rosanne@silverstonedesignsolutions.com
Distribution
Phil Reddall, 2 Walnut Close, Silverstone, NN12 8TU. Tel 857938
phil.reddall@gmail.com
News & Views is published 6 times a year, in February, April, June, August,
October and December. Copy date is 15th of preceding month.

Deadline for December Edition – 15th November 2018

Advertising Rates 2018

Full page
Half page
1/3 page
1/4 page

Parish based
businesses
£30
£20
£15
£12

Non-Parish based
businesses
£40
£30
£25
£20

All prices are per issue. Bulk buy 6 editions in advance and only pay for five.
All advertisements are invoiced and settlement is required before cut off.
Contact Annie for more information.

Front cover photo: Pat Daly
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