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News & Views

Flowers, flowers everywhere!
Villagers share fresh fruit & veg surplus
Help a hedgehog today!
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Musings from the Ed
It’s been all go in the garden! The grass may be dead and the carefully planted
containers all wilting but after 27 years of squirrels, sparrows, bats and pigeons
finally, we get a visit from a hedgehog.
One night, when we were sitting outside to get some cooler air, a little nose
appeared over the top garden step. We watched it scoot about brazenly in our
presence before it disappeared off for night-time hog frolics. The following day
I shot into B & M for a discounted plastic box (who needs a lid anyway?!), some
dry cat food and a couple of ceramic cat bowls. A Stanley blade and some
gaffer tape later, a feeding station was set up. Within days. there were three;
Doris, Horace and Brick. Cue some serious hedgehog wars between the
he-hogs over the she-hog! We added a hog house and watched as they came
and went each evening, each one stopping off for a short rest in the hog house
before disappearing off for the next location of their safari supper. During the
hottest part of the summer, Brick moved into the hog house under the bench
during the day, coming out for water during the heatwave then rushing back
in for some shade.
Brick had some rather unsociable dining habits, piling food in one end whilst
simultaneously expelling it from the other. The under-bench position was not
ideal, so we moved the house and feeding station to a cooler and quieter
part of the garden where people didn’t want to sit. Brick didn’t like his man
cave being moved between visits and left in disgust. Horace went with him
in sympathy.
Doris, however, still came. Eventually, we heard some loud chirping from
under the patio chair cover at the bottom of the garden. A quick online search
identified it as the hedgehog equivalent of “Mum, what’s for tea?!”
We discovered Doris had four hoglets; Derek, Dave, Pod and Doreen. Dave is
short and stout with a voracious appetite; preferring to stand in food rather than
eat it like a civilised he-hog. Doreen has a white spot on her spines like her Mum,
Pod is stuck to his Mum’s side all the time being smaller than the others, and
Derek is the interior designer, sorting the nests in each house before choosing
one for himself.
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Hog houses increased to five and two feeding stations. They have gone from
foraging trips with Mum to independently wandering around. They eventually
gave up the patio chair cover and moved into the houses. As time has gone by,
Dave has become braver and chills with me when I sit out each evening. Derek
has set up home in hog house #2. Doris and Pod are stuffed into house #3
and Doreen moves between Dave’s house and her own gaff. The cameras,
meanwhile, have picked up some excellent footage of their progress over
the weeks.
Tonight, for the first time, Doris went on a night out on her own and left the four
of them to it. Knowing her hoglets aren’t quite big enough to get up the garden
steps, she has used them as a baby gate to make her escape. Watching the four
spikey balls run backwards and forwards doing their thing whilst listening to Rick
Astley crooning at the Classic, has been this evening’s entertainment. I hope
Doris does not come back in the family way again and keeps those hogs from
the hedge at arm’s length. Second litters struggle in the winter as their little
bodies just aren’t fat enough to survive hibernation. It will be interesting to see if
these five stay the winter in the hog houses. I do hope so.
You can read an article in this edition about Hedgehogs and what you can do to
help protect their declining numbers.
**************************************************************
By the time this edition has hit your doormats, it will be around a month since
King Charles III came to the throne following the death of his mother, Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. The worldwide respect and admiration shown
towards her during her reign has also been shown to the Royal Family on her
passing. An incredible woman who dedicated her entire life to the service of her
country. She uttered wise words to young and old from all backgrounds, could
read a person at 100 yards, had a great sense of humour and a wonderful sparkle
in her eye. It is unlikely that we will see another quite like her in our lifetimes.
I am so glad she got to see the Jubilee celebrations before saying goodbye and
passing the reins to her son.
God Save the King.

Silverstone News & Views | 3

Silverstone Gardening Club
It is with profound sadness that our
Club marks the passing of Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II. The Queen will be
warmly remembered for her life of
service in so many ways including as
Patron of the Royal Horticultural
Society (RHS) to which our Club is
affiliated. The Queen always took
great pleasure in touring gardens and
admiring plant displays as we saw
annually at RHS Chelsea Flower Show
and also supported the National
Garden Scheme by opening some
of her own gardens. The Queen
delighted exhibitors at shows by
speaking with them, some of whom
have given presentations to our
Club. The Queen understood the
importance of gardening and King
Charles III, Patron of the National
Garden Scheme since 2002, has
shown a true commitment to our
naturel environment, especially with
his garden at Highgrove, which
should ensure that Her Majesty’s
legacy of promoting a love of
gardening continues.

After a summer of record-breaking
temperatures and dry months I am at
my desk writing this whilst listening
to thunder claps and seeing lightning
bursts amongst the downpour of
heavy rain intermingled with hail!
Our gardens certainly need some
irrigation, but this deluge will batter
the more tender plants – at least the
water butts will be replenished!

The Gardening Club has taken a break
during July and August from monthly
meetings, but we did enjoy a visit
in late July to enjoy the wonderful
garden at Pettifers in the Oxfordshire
village of Wardington. We were able
to immerse ourselves in the cleverly
planted flowing borders of intense
colour before our wanders were
rewarded with a cup of tea and
home-baked treats.
Our Club night meeting on 26
September will be a talk by Amy
Moffet, Head Gardener at Horatio’s
Garden, Stoke Mandeville Hospital.
The garden was created by RHS
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Chelsea Gold Medal winner Joe
Swift, at the National Spinal Injuries
Centre for the benefit of patients and
their families and friends. We are
very pleased to have Steve Malsher,
Senior Horticulturalist at Nicholsons
Nursery, North Aston, returning to
entertain us on 31 October. This
meeting will be immediately followed
by our Annual General Meeting.
The last meeting of 2022 will be
28 November when Maria Ellis of
Greenhills Garden Design will tell us
how a garden designer plans a border.

However, we must also look forward
to our Annual Spring Show, 1 April
2023. Now is the time to prepare for
exhibits to the Show which is open
to the whole of our Silverstone
community. The schedule includes
every type of daffodil, of which there
is such an abundance of varieties.
Mixed spring stems, tulips and
hellebores are included. Add to those
3 hyacinth bulbs in a bowl, spring
bulbs or primrose/polyanthus in a pot
or bowl and it is evident that planting
for a bounty of spring colour needs
to be undertaken over the next few

months. A schedule of ‘classes’ will be
sent out to members shortly but this
Show is for the entire village to enter
and enjoy. You might well win one of
the many prizes, so get planting!
Whilst on the
subject of
colour, so many
people have
admired the
Silverstone
Flowers display
this summer
which has been
supported by so many wonderful
villagers committing to the task of
watering and tidying. The rota was
filled with volunteers and it has been
especially good and commendable
to see some young members of the
community getting involved, even
to the extent of sweeping out the
bus shelter! Thank you to all those
involved in helping to enhance our
village centre.
Annual membership is £5pp with
£2 entry on Club nights, or come
as a visitor, just £3. We meet on
Club nights in St. Michael’s Church
Rooms at 7.15pm for a chat over
tea/coffee before starting at 7.30pm.
www.silverstonegardeningclub.org
or contact silverstone.garden.club@
gmail.com for more information.
Heather Illingworth
Chairman, Silverstone Gardening Club
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Please bring any surplus from your garden, from foraging (e.g. blackberries)
or from your kitchen to share and swap for free with the community.
We are passionate about the positive power of sharing,
which builds communities, stops food waste and helps the planet.

News from the Methodist Chapel
September is the beginning of the Methodist New Year and the time for Harvest
Festival celebrations as we head into the season of autumn. We give thanks to
God for His provision and for our new year ahead.
During this month we sadly heard the news of the death of Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth ll and at the Chapel we have had times of quiet and reflection and
prayers as we have given thanks for the Queen’s life and service to the UK and
beyond. We have also prayed for our new King Charles lll as he takes on all the
responsibilities that have been laid upon him as King and for all the members of
the Royal family at this very sad time.
The President and Vice President of the Methodist Church issued a statement
following the Queen’s death and the following was part of the statement:
‘We give thanks to God that the Queen’s duty as monarch was grounded in
a deep faith in Jesus Christ, which has been an inspiration to countless
people throughout her reign. Her dedication, commitment and service to her
people will never be forgotten and will sustain all those who mourn in the
coming weeks. Our prayers are for her family who have lost a mother,
grandmother, great grandmother and aunt and we pray that all may be inspired
by her service and guided by her example. The prayers of the Methodist people
are also offered for His Majesty the King in his new role’.

A table will be set-up outside

SILVERSTONE METHODIST CHAPEL

from 8am - 4pm
Wednesday 7 , 14 , 21st, 28th Sept and 5th, 12th Oct 2022
th

th

For further information, please contact Ruth 0780 2428268

We started our Community Surplus
& Share Club on September 7th
and a table was placed outside
the Chapel for folk to bring any
surplus they had from their
gardens, kitchen or hedgerows
that they wanted to share with
those in the village. So many
wonderful items arrived on the
table - crab apples, cooking
apples, potatoes, beetroot,
sweetcorn, garlic, beans, marrows, pears, plums, flowers and much more and
it was fantastic to see it all being taken by people, to be enjoyed, as they stopped
to have a look to see what was available. The table will outside weekly on a
Wednesday until October 12th. Please use this table to bring, share or just to
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take and enjoy the lovely produce,
it’s a wonderful way to share with
others, stop food waste and help
the planet.
September is the month when
the Northamptonshire Historic
Churches Ride and Stride takes
place across the county and the
Chapel was open to receive
any visitors.
Later in September on Sunday 25th we will give thanks and celebrate at our
Harvest Festival services.at 10am and 6pm, both services will be led by our
Minister Rev Sara Cliff. All gifts given will be taken to Towcester Foodbank to
help local people in crisis. Everyone is very welcome to join us to celebrate
and give thanks to God for all His gifts to us.
The Community Café met in September and raised
£220 + £57.10 from the sale table for Silverstone W.I
for their 90th Birthday year. Many thanks to W.I members
for baking some super cakes and for helping the usual
volunteers, it was super to have you with us. Next
month – October 13th we will be raising money for
MacMillan Cancer Care, hope you will join us and
support this wonderful charity.

very welcome. Suggested donation of £2 per
family to include drinks and biscuits.
Looking very much ahead, we hope to, once
more, support Northampton General Hospital by
giving gifts to all patients who will be in hospital on
Christmas Day. Please think of this when you start
your Christmas shopping!!
Our Sunday service is at 10am and will continue to be a mix of modern and
traditional worship. There is also a United Service with our friends from St
Michaels Church on the 3rd Sunday of the month. We also have a traditional
Methodist service at 6pm most Sundays with Rev Sara, this will change to 3pm
from October 30th Please see the notice board outside on the Chapel wall for all
details of events and services, it is updated every week so do take a look and see
what’s happening. You will be made very welcome at any of our services.
If you would like prayers, a visit, any help or any more information about the
Chapel, please call our Minister, Revd. Sara Cliff 07974 784059 or our Steward
Trevor 07811 946022
If you’d like to hire the Chapel or the Schoolroom, both have an open and
adaptable space, please call Mavis Evans 01327 438633

News from Crofts Stores

From October 1st – 9th we will once again be hosting the South Northants Art
Trail. The Chapel will be open from 10am – 4pm weekdays and 12pm – 3.30pm
on Sunday’s. There will be 6 artists showing their work each day, refreshments
will be available. Brochures are available in the village.

As most of you are probably aware myself and Sally decided earlier in
the year that we were going to sell Croft Stores. However, after much
consideration I have decided that I am going to continue with the business
with the help of my wife, Sharon and eldest son, Matthew.

Tiggers - for babies & children under school age and their Mums, Dads,
Grandparents or Childminders, meet on a Friday morning from 9.15am – 11am
during term time. Come and have fun playing with the toys, ride-ons, soft toys,
looking at books and to enjoy a cuppa and biscuit..

We are fortunate to have some excellent team members who we hope will
continue to provide the service that you expect.

We’d love to see you if you’re new to the village or have been here a while and
didn’t know about us, it’s a good way of meeting others and you’d be made

Matt Croft
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We would like to thank you for your continued support, and we would like
to wish my sister, Sally best wishes for the future.

Silverstone News & Views | 9

West End Garage

Dear Editor,
I am sure that many local residents appreciate the beautiful countryside which
Silverstone is situated in and are acutely aware of the pressures under which it
is coming from current and proposed developments. Unfortunately access to
some of this countryside was inhibited for several months earlier this year as a
result of the closure of the bridleway to the south of the Grand Prix circuit whilst
preparations for the ‘Escapade’ development were underway. Shortly before the
Grand Prix the route was re-opened, and it was clear that the resident wildlife
had got quite used to being undisturbed with the result that on one evening
walk I saw numerous foxes, deer, and other wildlife amongst the bucolic
summer landscape.
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year are as large as previous years’ Grand Prix for which only a brief equestrian
closure was necessary. The Council has been unable to explain to me why it is
‘safe’ for campers to occupy the land around which the bridleway passes, and
indeed use the bridleway itself, during these closures while it is evidently ‘unsafe’
for Silverstone residents. Hopefully none of them were handed the £1,000 fine
which a resident could have received for using the bridleway during the closure.
Having already lost access to this resource for an extended period this year
I was disappointed to learn that Buckinghamshire Council had seen fit to grant
Silverstone Circuit three further full closures of the bridleways, totalling more
than a month, over this summer coinciding with their major events. According
to the Temporary Traffic Regulation Order these closures are “in the interests
of public safety”, presumably to cover activities in and around Silverstone
Woodlands campsite.
In previous years I believe there has only been a single closure for equestrian
users during the Grand Prix event, so this does constitute quite an additional loss
of amenity for local residents. The Council informs me that the closures have
been approved on a trial basis this year because “the events were bigger than in
previous years”. As far as I am aware, neither the Moto GP or Classics event this

I would urge interested residents and users of this bridleway (BID/15/1) to
make their views heard by Buckinghamshire Council’s Rights of Way team
(row@buckinghamshire.gov.uk). Apparently, there is no formal mechanism to
object to temporary pathway closures, but I have been assured that users’
views will be factored into consideration next year. Perhaps in future the Circuit
operators will figure out a way to operate its events without depriving residents
of a valuable and beautiful resource. If readers haven’t experienced, it for
themselves them maybe now is the time to pull on a pair of walking boots and
go for a stroll. The dry summer has at least been beneficial for making the
pathways less muddy than usual.
Ian Knight
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Silverstone Flowers
What an amazing summer we’ve had! Thank you so much to all the volunteers
who helped to keep our thirsty floral displays watered. The results speak for
themselves. Thanks to James at Linnell Bros we now have wonderful oak
surrounds on three planters and I’m assured the last big one outside Crofts
will be with us soon. Each planter now has a plaque recognising the generosity
of the people sponsoring them.
Getting the oak surrounds in place was no mean feat and gave our team an
exciting morning’s activity. With help from Andy Kitchen and his trusty Manitou,
they were shifted around as if feather weights (which I can assure you they are
not!) and carefully lowered into place. That “quiet” Saturday morning, we had
to contend with a cycle race speeding through the village, the pub refuse
collection, people parking in awkward places, far too many buses and just as
I said “all we need now are horses”……up they clopped!! With stress levels rising,
I remember asking myself “why do I think up these crazy schemes?” However,
all ended well, they have looked so beautiful this summer and with your lovely,
appreciative comments, it has all been worthwhile.
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The bulbs have now been ordered for the Spring display and the summer
bedding will be lifted in late autumn. There is still one planter that needs a
sponsor. Should any local business be interested, do please contact me at:
sj.rudland@gmail.com I’d love to hear from you.
A big thank you to everyone who has been involved to get this woman’s crazy
ideas into stunning reality, I couldn’t have done it without you!
Sue Rudland

Your local graphic design,
print and web design company.
silverstonedesignsolutions.com

Motorsports British Marshals’ Club Limited
The British Motorsports Marshals’ Club (BMMC) is a national club with seven
regional centres and South Midlands region is essentially based around
Silverstone. The Club is a limited company owned and operated by marshals
for marshals; in this respect among all the various marshalling clubs, teams
and organisations it is unique.
We are always looking for new members. Surprisingly, despite the growing
interest in motorsport we can always accommodate more members. Local
residents of Silverstone are probably all too aware of how busy Silverstone
Circuit is but circuit racing is only one aspect of motorsport that needs
marshals. BMMC provides a volunteering database that allows members to put
themselves forward to marshal at a wide variety of motor sport activities from
rallying*, sprints, hill climbs, karting, drag racing etcetera, and yes circuit racing.
Our members are not restricted to activities in South Midlands region, they can
use the database to volunteer for motorsport anywhere in the United Kingdom.
And yes, we are all volunteers, marshals are not paid and no one in the Club
is paid.
Motorsport UK is the governing body for all four wheeled motor sport in the UK
and all marshals are encouraged to register with them. Motorsport UK provides
a framework for marshals to train and develop; the Marshals Pathway. BMMC as
a Motorsport UK Registered Club provides training and grading for its members
that meets Motorsport UK requirements.

Logo Design | Leaflets | Websites | Adverts | Books
Exhibition banners | Posters | Booklets | Brochures
S I LV E R S T O N E

01327 856752
rosanne@silverstonedesignsolutions.com
www.silverstonedesignsolutions.com

Silverstone Design Solutions
Wildwood Studio, 23 High Street, Silverstone, Northants NN12 8US
Silverstone Design Solutions is a trading name of myTRUessence Ltd.

If any Silverstone News & Views readers want to learn more about marshalling,
they will find more information on the BMMC website https//marshals.co.uk .
Alternatively, they can contact the South Midlands Members Secretary and put
their name down for a Taster Day at sm.members@marshals.co.uk
Chris Whitlock
Chair BMMC South Midlands Region
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Hedgehog Help
How well do you know these spiny
garden visitors?
Hedgehogs are found across the
UK, absent only from some Scottish
islands. Gardens, hedgerows,
woodlands, grasslands, parks and
cemeteries are all important
hedgehog habitats. Adult hedgehogs
travel between 1-2km per night over
home ranges as big as 10-20 hectares
in size. In suburban areas, this means
they range over entire housing estates
and neighbourhoods.

Doris coming out of the feeding station

On the menu
Hedgehogs are most famous for
eating slugs and snails, but they eat
a huge range of other garden
invertebrates too. In fact, beetles,
earthworms and caterpillars make up
most of their diet, whereas large snail
shells can prove tricky for hedgehogs
to tackle. If you want hedgehogs, you
need creepy crawlies in abundance
which can be attracted by planting a
variety of different plants and creating
habitats such as log piles.
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Breeding
During the breeding season amorous
hedgehogs can be seen (and heard!!)
circling each other with snorts and
grunts. Young are usually born from
May onwards in litters of up to five
and the young leave the nest after
around four weeks. Baby hedgehogs
(or hoglets) are born with their spines
sheathed beneath their skin which
then emerge a few hours after birth.

» Create hedgehog highways
Hedgehogs need to be able to roam
far and wide in search of food, mates
and nesting sites. Get together with
your neighbours to cut a 13cm x
13cm hole (5in) hole in your fence
or dig a channel beneath garden
boundaries to connect your gardens.
You can then add your hedgehog
hole to our national network at
HedgehogStreet.org.

Hibernation
While many animals have adapted to
cope with the harsh conditions of
winter, hedgehogs are one of only
a handful of UK mammals to truly
hibernate, along with bats and
dormice. Depending on the weather
and their body condition, they enter
a state of torpor from October/
November to March/April, lowering
their body temperature and
slowing their metabolism to save
energy. Hedgehogs must feed
intensively and be in great condition
before hibernating if they are to have
enough reserves to last the winter.

» Avoid the use of pesticides
Ditch the slug pellets and avoid the
use of pesticides. Hedgehogs are
natural “pest” controllers and need
a plentiful and varied supply of
invertebrate prey to stay healthy.

How To Help
To save the hedgehog we need people
to work together with neighbours to
make small changes that will make a
big difference. This is crucial because
no garden or green space can help
hedgehogs in isolation, but when they
are linked together hedgehogs can
thrive in any location.

» Make water safe
Hedgehogs are great swimmers but
can sometimes struggle to climb out
of steep sided ponds and many drown.
Provide a ramp from a plank wrapped
in chicken wire or create shallow areas
at the edge so they can scramble out.
» Provide nesting sites
Log and leaf piles, wilderness areas and
purpose-built hedgehog homes make
great places for hedgehogs to nest and
hibernate. Fallen leaves also make the
perfect nesting material, so make sure
you don’t clear all of these away.
» Grow a wide variety of plants
Attract plenty of natural hedgehog
food by keeping your garden diverse

with a wide variety of habitats e.g.
ponds, log piles, hedges, and a wide
range of plant types. Don’t be afraid
to let your grass grow a little wild
and leave some leaf litter – as both
are important homes for the
hedgehog’s prey.
» Be aware of dangers
Check for hidden hedgehogs before
lighting bonfires, strimming and
mowing the lawn. Keep plant netting,
tennis nets and household rubbish
above ground level to prevent
entanglement.
Gardening For Hedgehogs
Encourage a glut of the hedgehog’s
favourite food by creating
micro-habitats that are great
for invertebrates! Have a look
at the RHS Perfect for Pollinators
list for suggestions:
rhs.org.uk/perfectforpollinators
Choose plant species that are
attractive to a range of insects Encourages plenty of earthworms,
woodlice and beetles as it begins
to rot down.
Mulch beds with garden compost Provides the perfect shelter for
ground beetles.
Fallen leaf pile - Encourages a
rich feast of earwigs, centipedes
and woodlice!
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Wood pile - Will harbour insects
including leatherjackets. Stuff it with
lots of straw and hollow plant stems
and earwigs, centipedes and woodlice
will soon make it their home.

Leave prunings and leaves in a
wild corner for hedgehogs to make
nests with. Hogs love apple and
cherry leaves, and hawthorn and
honeysuckle prunings make good
structural supports.

‘Build a bug hotel’ - The perfect hiding
place for ladybirds!

Learn more at HedgehogStreet.org

Leave hollow plant stems over winter.

Credit - wildaboutgardens.org.uk

Silverstone Women’s Institute
At the time of writing, the death of HM the Queen is at the forefront of all our
minds. She was, of course, a fellow WI member since joining in 1943 when she
was Princess Elizabeth. Our September meeting was to have been on ‘Morris
Dancing’ but in the circumstances we decided to postpone this in favour of a
respectful meeting for members to share thoughts and memories over a cup
of tea.
On a happier note, in August we enjoyed a guided walk round the village
courtesy of Gerald Lovell. However, he had so many interesting stories to tell,
that we only got halfway round before it was time to retire to the SRA for
supper. Part 2 has therefore been booked for next year!

We accept children from 2 years old

A charity-run pre-school based in the heart of Silverstone, offering
high quality care and education to the children of our local community.
We follow the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum to provide
a high standard of pre-school education. The children also enjoy a
range of other activities such as;

Cooking lessons
Walks around the village

Singing
A wide variety of crafts

The Methodist Chapel kindly made Silverstone WI its charity for the Community
Café in September. Our members contributed by producing an array of delicious
cakes and by helping on the day. We were delighted to hear that the morning
had raised over £270, including tables sales and donations.
In October we will be holding our Annual Meeting; hopefully the business will be
dealt with quickly and we can settle down to enjoy the social side of the evening
along with a Ploughman’s Supper. For November we are looking forward to a
demonstration of Christmas wreath-making, and then before we know it, it will
be December …
Alison Burnley
President, Silverstone WI
alison_burnley@hotmail.com
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The warm and welcoming atmosphere fostered by our staff is
something that is often commented upon by the parents of our children.
Our children are happy and well cared for.

Accepting new children
Please contact the manager, Rachel Kingston, on

01327 858886 or visit www.silverstonepreschool.co.uk
Silverstone Pre-School, Chapel Rooms, Murswell Lane, Silverstone, Northants NN12 8UT

Should we have a blue plaque in Kingsley Road?
One of the highlights that galvanised the nation into sporting ecstasy this
summer was to see the England Women’s football team win the European
Championships. “The Lionesses” impressively progressed through the qualifying
and then the knockout stages, having many households on the edges of their
seats, to eventually beating Germany in the final. The stadiums were full, and
all players are now full-time professionals. This hasn’t always been the case and
the back story over the last fifty years tells a tale which involves “Our Lillian”
from Kingsley Road.
31st July 2022 was an important day in sporting history, and equality, when
women’s football came to the fore and into the nation’s hearts. We must
remember that women’s football in England has only been recognised by the
Football Association, be it rather reluctantly, for 50 years. Recent successes now
show that the reluctance of the FA to recognise women’s football much earlier
was a serious misjudgement on their part. This slow process of the shift in
attitude was initiated by an unofficial Women’s England team in 1971, a team
they refused to recognise. This change involved a Silverstone girl playing a
pivotal part in waking up national and international awareness and interest in
women’s’ football. A team that is now referred to as “The Lost Lionesses”.
Lillian Harris, a football crazy teenager from Kingsley Road, played a high
standard of football for “unofficial” Northampton teams and was talent spotted
by the Luton and England team manager, Harry Batt. Lillian so impressed Harry,
he selected her to join his squad and play for England. This involved playing
in the Mexico World Cup finals against the likes of Brazil, Germany, Italy, and
Argentina. The England team a “David” amongst the “Goliaths” of the football
world. The team had no publicity before leaving Heathrow Airport, but when
in Mexico, was welcomed with massive crowds surrounding their coach
and clamouring for autographs. A sharp contrast to their return home to
Heathrow Airport where again, no press or media were present. The tour was
sponsored by Martini but the players did not receive any compensation for
loss of earnings.
As the team had no official recognition, they were not awarded caps for
representing their country. Now, 50 years on, they have decided to
retrospectively award caps to past players but still refuse to recognise the
team of 1971.
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At the time Silverstone did not have a playing field so “Our Lillian” started her
football career kicking a football in Kingsley Road. From those humble
beginnings and through her great passion and personal drive she rose to the
dizzy heights of playing for England in front of 100,000 spectator in the
Azteca Stadium at the 1971 the World Cup in Mexico.
It took a pioneering manger like Harry Batt to challenge the FA’s prejudices
and prove that there is a place for women in football. After the success of that
1971 Mexico tour their attitude gradually changed evolving into the game we
know today.
So, thank you Lillian, on a local level and national level for being part of a team
that opened up a sport the authorities wanted the reserve of men and give many
thousands of women a chance to show their skill at football.
The BBC’s “The One Show” last year traced the team to bring them together on
the 50th anniversary of the Mexico Tour. You can see this by following the link:
https://youtu.be/NPO-RwwoUMc

The England team in Mexico. Lillian is 3rd adult
from the left on the back row.

England goalkeeper, Lillian in the Azteca Stadium front
of 100,00 spectators.

I may be biased, but I feel Our Lillian’s place in footballing history should be up
there alongside Newport Pagnell’s Leah Williamson and Chelsea’s Millie Bright.
Was it Gladys Hailwood who said, “The most important step in any journey is
the first”.
Lillian is now happily married with two adult children enjoying her retirement
near Boston, Lincs.
Gerald Lovell
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New Gate
In September, the new gate at the bottom of the Churchyard has been fitted.
Thanks to Edmund Linnell for organising the manufacture. Very smart it is too!

Before hanging

After

Who and where are they?

The last “Who are they” was the Swedish Formula
One racing driver, the late Gunnar Nilsson signing
an autograph for Silverstone’s Paul Harris.
Ivor Billhook – Old Silson Correspondent
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News from St. Michael’s Church
A Prayer from The Special
Commemoration Service
Marking the Death of Her Late
Majesty Queen Elizabeth ll, held in
Saint Michael’s Church on Friday
9th September 2022 at 5.30 p.m.
“Blessed are you, Lord our God,
lover of souls: you uphold us in life
and sustain us in death: to you be
glory and praise for ever! For the
darkness of this age is passing away as Christ the bright and morning star brings
to his saints the light of life. As you give light to those in darkness, who walk in
the shadow of death, so remember in your kingdom your faithful servant,
ELIZABETH, that death may be for her the gate to life and to unending fellowship
with you; where with your saints you live and reign, one in the perfect union of
love, now and for ever. Amen.”

The Book of Condolence in St. Michael’s Church
+++++

Our Harvest Festival Service will be held on Sunday, 2nd October at 10.00 a.m.
Gifts taken to this Service are donated to the Towcester Foodbank. The Church
will be open on Saturday 1st October when you may bring gifts should you be
unable to attend the Service on Sunday.
We will again be holding Autumn Soup Lunches in the Church Rooms.
The dates for your diaries are – Mondays, 17th, 24th, 31st October and 7th
November, 12 noon to 1.30 p.m. Offers of help would be appreciated in
providing homemade soup, or helping in the kitchen. Please contact Judith
858667 or Ruth 857938, we will be pleased to hear from you.
Unfortunately, we have had to put our Saturday Coffee Mornings on hold for
the moment. We all wish Melanie well following her fall and look forward to
resuming when we are able.
Our T@4 Service – 2nd Sundays of the month 4.00 p.m. in the Church Rooms,
continue to be enjoyed. We meet for tea and homemade cakes, the children
enjoy craft activities and we close with a short Act of Worship. Donations made
at T@4 have been given to Toilet Twinning a worldwide charity, Baby Basics
Northamptonshire, we recently gave £210 to the Towcester Foodbank and we
are now raising money for the Dreamland Mission Hospital Special Care Baby
Unit in the Rural Community of Mount Elgon and Bungoma County of
Western Kenya.
Ride and Stride. On Saturday, 10th
September we were delighted that
our Group of 7 cyclists set off on
their bicycles to raise money for the
Northamptonshire Historic Churches
Trust and Saint Michael’s Church.
Monies raised are used for the
‘preservation, repair, maintenance,
upkeep, beautification and reconstruction of historic churches in
Northamptonshire’. I am pleased to report that they had a great day, covering
about 25 miles getting as far as Potterspury calling at 9 churches, most were
open giving our cyclists an opportunity to pay their respects to our late Queen
Elizabeth and also remember their own loved ones. Please contact Anne Pullen
on 857608 if you wish to add to the monies raised by our cyclists. Thank you.
Judith Paybody
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Tales from the Doc
Grandpa Doc has no idea how he
became a Police Surgeon in
Towcester. He must have responded
to a request for assistance and having
done so became a target, thereafter.
He had no experience of the duties
and soon found that there were times
when he had to decide if someone
was driving “Under the influence”. His
fellow local Doctors chose not to be
involved in Police duties, assisting
Ambulance Control or at the
Silverstone Circuit. They valued
their free time. But Dr Lewis loyally
attended Towcester Race Course for
many years at their meetings,
working in a wooden shed. In fact,
just like Grandpa Doc did in his similar
shed at the Circuit. Slurred speech,
unsteady gait, inability to pick up a
small coin and to walk in a straight
line, or to recite “The Leeds Police
etc.” – very scientific! Trouble is,
Grandpa is pretty sure he can do none
of these things now and his speech
would be better if he had a few more
of his teeth! He has not been near the
car for days, neither has he had a drop
of the hard stuff in ages. So guilty
as charged?
Fortunately the introduction of a blood
test to show alcohol levels took away
the Ministry of Funny Walks regime.
It, however, required someone to
take the blood. Grandpa again. He
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then found that he was asked to go to
Daventry station, and Campbell Square
in Northampton which he did not like
since it was taking him away from his
flock. There was, firstly, no payment
for the leeching, then it attracted a
fee. Suddenly Doctors in Daventry and
Northampton sprang into action.
One New Year’s Eve, Grandpa was
called to Towcester Nick. “Would
he please take blood from three
drivers who were the worse for wear?”
Well two were noisy, not cooperative.
Didn’t want to part with their sample
when offered. One had already been
positive tested earlier in the day! They
were to be detained until sober. The
third apologised for his drink, was
cooperative, took the offered part of
his sample, was quiet. “No. He would
leave his car keys, thank you and take
a taxi home and pick it up tomorrow“.
Grandpa had been home about half
an hour when the station phoned.
“Had he, by any chance picked up the
man’s sample?” “No sorry”. A police car
chased after the taxi, but he had no
sample. Probably thrown into a hedge
by then. Clever man. Got away with
it that time.
Sergeant Gray came to Grandpa’s
house in Towcester one night. An
elderly man who lived alone in an old
house/Antique shop on the A5/A43

crossroads had put a note on his
door to say he was unwell and was
going to bed. Relatives lived in
Northampton asked, “could the police
check he was OK?” There was no
reply, so the Sgt sought Grandpa’s
assistance. He would enter by an
upstairs window and open the door.
Half way up a long ladder into the
darkness he came down. “You go up.
You’re younger than me!” So Grandpa
climbed, managed to open the
window and entered. He looked at
the silent figure in the bed. To awaken
or let the police in first? He let them in
and they stood in a semicircle round
the bed. “Better wake him Doc”. He
did and was rewarded with a fist in the
teeth! The sick man reached under his
pillow and produced a loaded revolver
which an officer removed just in time.
Was Grandpa lucky or stupid? At times
Grandpa wondered if the force were
trying to get rid of him particularly
when he was “invited” to their
assistance when a man pointed his
shotgun out of an upstairs window
in Heathencote as the police tried to
assist social services in taking his aged
mother into hospital for treatment.
“Keep your head down Doc!”
In no time whilst Grandpa was
helping the police, he started
assisting Northampton Ambulance
Control. South Northants was far
flung in terms of nearby ambulance
cover. Call one of the essential

services and you got both! So, it was
not long before he became “Alpha 7”
for Ambulance Control. Averaging an
RTA call out about once a fortnight, at
times for farm accidents, often getting
to the scene before the ambulance
and on many occasions being able
to turn it round if there were only
minor injuries. By this time Grandpa
had been granted a flashing blue light
and later, a two-tone horn. For the
Chief Constable, motor car racer, John
Gott, supported the road accident
call-out scheme Doctors - one based
in Daventry, one in Roade and another
in Kettering. The following Chief asked
for the kit back as he thought only his
own officers should be so equipped!
On two occasions Ambulance
Control asked could he attend a
scene some miles away until the
nearest ambulance could attend.
Both on days when Grandpa and his
family were all in the car packed to
go on holiday - once with their sailing
dinghy on tow behind. So off they
went. Blues and Two’s. Fastest dinghy
in the west! On the other occasion,
he went to take IV fluid for a drip,
feeling in the boot for the round
plastic bottle, kneeling by the patient
only to find himself clutching a fat,
shrink-wrapped cucumber.
By this time Grandpa had a mobile
radio phone linked to ambulance
control - hence the Alpha 7. He
also, three years after moving to
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Silverstone, had a radio connecting to
the Circuit; ”Silverstone One”, leading
to the apocryphal story: “My goodness
you were quick Doctor, I have only just
put the phone down!” So his regular
rounds visiting his old patients could
be marked by calls on either phone,
causing swift departures and later
returns. It was a late-night call that
Jeny remembers most. A couple
wanting an urgent visit to their young
daughter, he found her stuck in the
bath, unable to move. She had been
over-breathing and her muscles were
in spasm, CO2 washed away. She was
sorted with the faithful brown paper
bag treatment; rebreathing expired air.
It restored the balance, and she could
move again. It seems she was due, the
next day, to go to Paris to the Windmill
Theatre as a Tiller Girl dancer and
worried that it would upset her
parents. When Grandpa climbed
back into bed a drowsy Jeny asked,
“What was the call?” ”Oh, just to a
naked Tiller girl in the bath“. At dawn
he was awakened by a sharp poke
in the ribs: “What did you say?!”
I fear that there was nothing to
enthuse Grandpa about Towcester
Police Station. There is an imposing
facade onto Watling Street and the
Court Suite at the Northern end,
but no Surgeon’s room and no
examination room. In fact, nothing to
support his activities. He did not like
trying to examine people in a poorly
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curtained room that looked out onto
the main road. He thought that the
dignity of the subject should be
recognised. He found himself unhappy
when trying to do his best in what was
offered. He asked could there not be
a proper dedicated exam room.
Nothing happened. Eventually the area
Chief Police Surgeon agreed to write
a report, no doubt for a fee but by
then Grandpa had refused to do
examinations of female subjects unless
he could conduct them at the new
Health Centre where those examined
could be treated with dignity.
Since those days Towcester Station
is virtually closed with just a little side
office papered inside with “what you
should do” posters. Progress he
supposes and he’s glad he’s no longer
in post. What would Jack Warner
have said?
There were two occasions when he
thought less of the Police force, both
connected with a large motorcycle
meeting at the Circuit; “The
Hutchinson Hundred“. In those days,
there was an unruly element amongst
the motor cyclists attending. One year,
they gathered in large numbers at the
Oak Pub on the, then, main A43 on
Brackley Road. So dense and unruly
was the crowd, which overflowed
into the road, that the A43 became
impassable and was closed. Police
attended in great numbers at the

Winter Hills entrance, presumably not
many were local Bobbies. Meanwhile,
Grandpa had taken a message that
there was a young woman with a head
injury also in Brackley Road and that
an ambulance was on the way. Her cut
head was bleeding profusely
requiring stitching. She had been
hit on the head by a thrown beer
can. However, a large number of
policemen armed with tall rectangular
shields had now assembled. He was
told that “No! He could not take her
to Silson Surgery since his men were
about to charge” and charge they
did, shouting and banging their
truncheons upon their shields. Shades
of the treatment at that time of striking
miners up North. Grandpa fortunately,
had parked his car at an angle against
a wall to shield the lass but the car
rocked as the “charge” passed. The
Ambulance? That had been halted
on the Towcester side of the Police
and not allowed to join Grandpa.
Using Alpha 7 radio he diverted the
Ambulance to the Surgery and joined
it via West End.

The second occasion was another
head injury but this of a Police
Inspector who was recovering on
Grandpa’s settee. There was rioting
up at the Circuit. Things being set on
fire. Situation out of control. Again
motorcyclists. Grandpa listened to
NG Police Radio Control. A patrol car
radioed, “We are inside our car. We
dare not get out. They are trying to
turn it over!“ When the Inspector had
recovered enough, he asked Grandpa
to take him back to the circuit in
Grandpa’s car. Halfway there, he asked
him to take the blue lamp off the roof.
“Just in case!“ Next day, under questioning, the Chief Constable stated
that they had had the situation “under
control at all times!” No comment.
Grandpa will never forget the
policeman who held up the A43
traffic to see our funeral cortège out
of Cattle End on our way to our 16
year old daughter, Victoria’s funeral.
As we passed, he stood to attention
and saluted her coffin. Now that’s
his sort of policeman!

So no more RTA’s. Retired Doc’s helmet in the long grass.
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Silverstone Community Café
Care Assistant wanted for a young gentleman
who requires support in all areas of care.
Location: Whittlebury
Wage: £12.15 per hour
2 waking nights on, 3 nights off on a rolling rota
We are looking for someone who is kind and caring and wants to
make a difference to someone else’s life.
Are you interested in learning new skills and developing your
knowledge and gaining qualifications (Qualifications is optional)?
Do you want a rewarding career in Care?
We need someone who: -

We thank the lovely ladies of the Silverstone W.I who are celebration their 90th
birthday for their delicious cakes and their help with serving and kitchen duties
for our September café.
Our October café is on October 13th, and all profit will be donated to Macmillan
Cancer Support, who understands the support people need to live their lives as
fully as they can.
We will also be serving hot drinks and cakes whilst the South Northants Art Trail
is being held at the Methodist Church. The trail starts on Saturday 1st October
through to Sunday 9th October. All profit will be passed through the Methodist
Church onto “ All We Can “ who have launched an appeal to support
communities impacted by the devastating floods in Pakistan.
Dates for your diary, October 13th, November 10th, and December 8th.

Has a caring attitude and willingness to make a difference
Has a desire to see a vulnerable person treated with care and respect
Can offer reliability, flexibility, hard work and honesty
Has good communication skills and a good sense of humour
Can work well on their own
Care tasks include personal care, moving and handling, positioning,
hoisting, medication administration, continence care, enteral feeding,
assistance with accessing social activities, communication
and recording.
Experience is helpful but not essential as training is provided.
You will be fully supported and have bi-monthly supervisions.
3-week shadow period is provided.
Please contact
tania.tillyer@btinternet.com
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Build your skills.
Boost your happiness.
Connect with your local community.
Scouts isn’t just good for young people.
It’s good for you too.
We help young people - and adult volunteers step up, speak up and find their place in the world.
We build skills for life.

Interested? Then please get in touch.
#GoodForYou
Call Davina on 07733 551015 or
email davina@gnscoutgroup.uk

Pack in Silverstone!

News from Canons Ashby
The late summer is here and hopefully the rain will soon make an appearance.
Hope you have all enjoyed the latest warm stretch safely and autumn plans are
coming together.

What’s on? To find out about any of these events, or to book, please visit
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/canons-ashby where the latest information is updated
(the below info. can sometimes be subject to last minute changes).

Sat 15 October
It’s certainly all about nature here at
Canons Ashby. We do our best to support
wildlife by encouraging a biodiverse habitat
and planting wildflowers. The stew ponds
which were restored a few years back also
provide a great feeding ground for our
latest visitors. We have had some swallows
set up temporary residence near the main
door in the Pebble Courtyard. They have
had 2 broods, and the first had 3 chicks
successfully fledged; the second lot are still in residence now. They have a habit
of swooping by when you least expect them, keeping staff and visitors alike
delighted with their progress. It has been said that swallows have been nesting
here for over 50 years, so good to see this tradition continuing.
We have also had a few drop ins (literally from
bats too). They seem to like the gardeners as they
keep falling into their laps! The big parasol above
the gardener’s break area was the latest surprise,
when one made an abrupt appearance. After a
little sip of sugar, and a rest protected by some
cardboard, we saw him flap away to freedom.
As we head into the early autumn, we
are busy getting things ready for our
apple harvest weekend, lots of traditional
seasonal fun including games, decorations
and even some Morris Dancing, so maybe
see some of you there.

3.30 – 5.45pm

Exclusive Behind-the-Scenes house
tour with Afternoon Tea

Our house and collections officer and experienced house guide will lead you on
a tour around the historic mansion, after we have closed to the public, to tell you
more about the conservation work we do, show you some secret hidden spaces,
and show you some special items normally kept in our conservation store.
Then enjoy a small Afternoon Tea in the Stables Tea-Room, including sandwiches,
scones and mini bakes.
Please note there are steps and stairs throughout the house. Please wear sensible
flat shoes due to uneven and fragile floor surfaces.
You won’t see every single part of the house that would you see on a normal visit
– this is stuff you WOULDN’T see on a normal visit to the house. Pre-booking is
essential, and spaces are limited. Please be sure to let us know of any dietary
restrictions using the booking form.
£20 per person. Booking essential, Call 03442491895 or email
NTEventQuery@capita.co.uk

10 September
until 21 October

10am - 4pm

Autumn Creature Trail

From 10 September until 21 October, pick up an Autumn Creature Trail and have a
Hoot with your herd. Find out more about local amazing creatures that you might
see as summer turns to autumn, and let your little cubs and pups explore the green
space and fresh air. (And don’t be the silly goose forgets their wellies) No booking
needed, normal admission applies.
Please note: From 22 October until 7 November, this trail will be enhanced into the
Creepy Creature Trail, which will cost £3 and involve a toy prize.

If you would like to get in touch, please email us at any time at
canonsashby@nationaltrust.org.uk
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Volunteers needed!
Volunteers
needed for

Type of job

Olney
Meadow
Pocket Park

Various outdoor
jobs from
haymaking to
pond clearance.

Physical
requirements

Time

Physical

Year round but
mostly late
summer/autumn/
winter

Age
range

Volunteers
needed for

Type of job

Any
age

Friends of
Silverstone
School

Parents of children
that attend the
school. Various
jobs on fundraising
initiatives.

Contact: olneymeadow@gmail.com

Brickle
Pocket Park

Various outdoor jobs
to maintain the park.
Also contact if you
have any wildlife
projects happening
(group or individual).

Litter picking.

Physical

1st Saturday of
every month

Any
age

Various jobs to
maintain the 7-acre
site that the SRA
facilities occupy.

Walking and
carrying

Year round

Any
age

Distributing
village magazine in
a specified area
of the village.

Contact: phil.reddall@gmail.com

Parents/
Guardians
Term time

or under 16
if supervised
by parent/
guardian

Silverstone
Schools
parking

Car parking for major
circuit events.

Standing and
walking

Mostly
Summer
months

Parents/
Guardians
or under 16
if supervised
by parent/
guardian

Silverstone
Scout/
Beaver
supervisory
role

Contact Davina for
details. See adverts in
News & Views.

Various

Year round

Standing &
walking

1 hour shifts,
year round.

Over 18

Contact: davina@gnscoutgroup.uk

Mostly
physical

Year round

Any
age

Walking &
carrying

Community
Speedwatch

Handling the speed
radar gun, writing
details on a form,
ability to read
number plates.

Over 18.
Mobile
and email
address
required.

Contact: speedwatch@thesra.website

Contact: sragroundsteam@thesra.website

News &
Views
distribution
team

Age
range

Contact: silverstoneschoolsparking@hotmail.com

Organise yourself for your local area.

SRA
(Silverstone
Recreation
Association)

Jobs for all
abilities

Time

Contact: office@silverstoneprimary.org.uk

Contact: e_r_brown@yahoo.co.uk

General
village
maintenance

Physical
requirements

6 times a year

Over
16

British
Motorsports
Marshals’
Club

Over 18
Marshalling
various motor
sporting events.

Outdoors in
all weathers

Contact: sm.members@marshals.co.uk

Year round

but cadet
positions
available see
www.
marshals.
co.uk

Rosemary’s Garden Tips
Shady corners
Most gardens have a shady
neglected corner where you may
think nothing will grow. But don’t
give up as there are always plants
that will embrace these conditions.
October is a good time to go out
and buy a few plants and get them
planted before winter. This will give
them time to become established
before next spring arrives, with
a possible dry spell calling for
daily watering.

can cope with dry soil, it also quickly
spreads to make good ground cover.
Hydrangea ‘Petiolaris’, is an excellent
self clinging climber, with bright lime
green foliage and masses of lacy
flower heads in early summer. It’s so
easy and needs little attention.

type flower, it’s also shade loving.
Lily of the Valley too will thrive in
these conditions, and of course
Hydrangeas such as ‘Annabel’ make
a nice sized shrub if you have the
space, although they prefer
damp shade.
In fact whatever your conditions
there is always a plant or two to fit
the bill, so no need for neglected
empty corners.
Do pollinators have preferences?
Bees do the bulk of pollinating
work in the garden and countryside,
along with many other beneficial
insects. For example 85% of our
apple crops are pollinated by wild
and honey bees.

Bright green leaves and white or
cream flowers show up well in a
dark border.

Butterflies are also pollinators and
are attracted to more colourful
flowers especially when they are
blooming in full sun. For instance,
they prefer yellow, orange, red,
pinks and purple. They are not so
keen on white and green flowers.
Butterflies tend to collect nectar
more when the sun is shining and
the flowers are fully open.
It is also important to attract moths
to your garden if you can. They are
good pollinators and a popular food
for bats, birds and toads, and in
turn toads will help to keep the slug
population down.
Some moths live their whole lives in
one garden, especially if there is a
mix of grasses, flowers, shrubs and
trees for them.

Here are a few ideas.
Birch, apple, oak and dogwood
are just a few things to consider
planting if you have the space.
Viburnum, Roses and Honeysuckle
are also good for moths.

Hardy geraniums are great for
shady areas too, I especially like
Sanguineum ‘Album’, a beautiful
bright white low variety which shows
up well in shade. it will form a clump
and get bigger each year.

Anemone ‘Honorine Jobert’, is
a beautiful white, late flowering
variety, also available in pale pink if
you prefer. Once established they
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There is an ornamental grass too
for shade called Melica ‘Alba’, it
looks great among other plants, and
is lovely and soft and moves with
the breeze.
Brunnera ‘Jack Frost’, has silvery
foliage and a blue forget me not

Although most flowering plants
will attract them, they have a
preference for blue, yellow, white
and purple flowers. The purple
butterfly bush (Buddleia) is one plant
that produces lots of nectar, and
is particularly attractive to bees
and other pollinators.

They like pale coloured flowers
because they are easier to see at
dusk when the moths tend to
appear. Plants with an evening
scent such as Nicotiana, Evening
Primrose and night scented Stocks
have actually evolved to attract
moths to pollinate their flowers
using their perfume to entice them.
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Do you suspect drug dealing in your area?

Not all moths are good though,
just like butterflies their caterpillars
can cause havoc with our precious
vegetable plants. The tomato moth
and cabbage moths can cause a
lot of damage, even after the threat
of cabbage white caterpillars have
finished for the year.

There are two types of clothes
moths in the UK, one is called
Tineula biselliella and the other
Tinea pellionellea, which is the
case-bearing moth. We can often
find these cases next to a chewed
hole in our jumpers.

South Northants Neighbourhood Policing Team are committed to tackling coordinated criminal behaviour and identify signs of crime earlier and safeguard
those at risk.

On a lighter note here is one of my
favourite short poems that I’d like
to share with you. It heralds in the
autumn season.

Geese
by Rachel Field

Holes found in our lovely ripe
tomatoes and ruined purple
sprouting for example, is a personal
very annoying experience.
We all know about the pesky
adult moth that creeps into our
wardrobes and drawers looking to
lay its eggs on your best cashmere
jumper, or woollen coat. The larvae
once hatched, munch their way
through any natural fibres causing
untold damage. Introduce some
mothballs before this happens if
you can.
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Something told the wild geese
It was time to go.
Though the fields lay golden
Something whispered, ‘Snow’.
Leaves were green and stirring,
Berries luster-glossed,
But beneath warm feathers
Something cautioned, ‘Frost’.
All the sagging orchards
Steamed with amber spice,
But each wild breast stiffened
At remembered ice,
Something told the wild geese
It was time to fly,
Summer sun was on their wings,
Winter in their cry.

You can report concerns to us by:
•
•
•
•

Calling 999 if someone is in danger or a crime is taking place
Call 101 for non-emergencies (select option to report an incident/crime)
Report information online using our website www.northants.police.uk
Speaking to a PCSO or Police Officer

You can contact South Northants Neighbourhood Team for non-urgent advice on
our email:
Towcester Team: NT-SouthNorthantsTowcester@northants.police.uk
Brackley Team: NT-SouthNorthantsBrackley@northants.police.uk
Or
You can share information anonymously with the independent charity
Crimestoppers by:
Calling 0800 555 111 or online at www.crimestoppers-uk.org/give-information

If you want to find out more about what your local
Neighbourhood Policing Team are working on and
about crime in your local area, please sign up to
Neighbourhood Alert at:
www.northamptonshireneighbourhoodalert.co.uk
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Aston Martin team members gathered by the flags of our Silverstone based team as a mark of respect to HRH
Credit: Matt Welch

