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Introducing the new
Silverstone Primary School!
The long awaited Silverstone
CE Primary School opened its
doors on September 6th.
Teachers and helpers have
worked like troopers to prepare
the classrooms for the new
school year. “We were handed
the keys on 14th of August”, said
Head teacher, James Bloomfield.
“The builders left on 31st August
so it was a very busy few weeks
to equip and lay out the new
classrooms in time for the start
of term!”
Entering the school, the one thing
that struck us was the amount of
natural light pouring in from windows
and ceilings. Most spaces extend to
the full height of the roof, making the
whole school light and airy. Acoustic
panels remove the echo and each
area is lit with suspended LED
lighting – imitating the natural light
when needed.

We passed cheery volunteers stocking
the library; a space with three key
reading areas including beanbags and
tiered seating. There are break-out
areas around the school where
children were receiving one to one
support, guitar lessons and reading
support. The classrooms are equipped
with sinks with plenty of storage and
the new segmented tables allow for
flexibility of layout for the pupils.

The school has three kitchens; the
new food technology room is well
equipped for both able-bodied and
wheelchair users with sinks, fridges
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and cookers abound. The new
professional catering kitchen services
the pupil’s new four-choice menu and
the staff now have their own dedicated
kitchen and storage area.

comfortably in one place. The end
has been set up for plays and
performances with overhead stage
lighting. There is work to be done to
complete this area as gym equipment
is yet to be constructed. However, the
space and storage is excellent and has
been thought through carefully.
The one thing that struck us as we
moved around the school was the
smiles; from the receptionist, the
volunteers and teaching staff, to the
children. “The staff are delighted with
the new school”, said Mr Bloomfield,
“the children have told us they feel it is

Outside, the fabulous covered play
area is still being prepared and will
include messy play, outdoor studies
and a play area when complete.
Moving around the school, the new
yin-yang outdoor classroom also
serves as a waiting area for parents at
the end of the school day. This area
has the most fantastic views across the
school field to the landscape beyond.

The new school hall is a masterpiece.
This large, light space means the
whole school and staff can sit

very special. The older children
love integrating with the younger
pupils; it gives them a sense of
responsibility that they eagerly seek”.
“Having resources instantly available
on one site is a great advantage”, he
continued. “There is much work to
be done to make the school ours
including planting in the outdoor
classroom troughs and displays for
the walls but we want to live with
things for a while to ensure when
we do complete these areas, they
are just right”.
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“FOSS (and the wider community
supporting events) have been a great
support”, said Mr Bloomfield when
discussing resources. “From new
books for the library and a new
electronic library management
system to supplementing the cost of
furniture and equipment so the budget
stretched further, they have donated
around £30,000 to the school to
ensure the children’s learning
environment is the best it can be.
For that, we are extremely grateful”.
When discussing sustainable transport
initiatives, Mr Bloomfield confirmed his
support for ideas that will compliment
the services already in operation and
working well; the Kiss and Drop zone,
Cycle to School, Drop Off Club and
The formal opening ceremony of
Silverstone Primary, to which the
whole community is invited, is
8th November in the afternoon.
The school will be opened by
none other than author and public
speaker, Gervase Phinn. More
information will be advertised
closer to the date.

Open days for prospective parents
are being held on 3rd and 6th
October, 9.30am and 2.00pm.
For bookings and information
contact the school via email
office@silverstoneprimary.org.uk
or visit the website,
www.silverstoneprimary.org.uk .
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Breakfast Club. Each initiative enables
the staggering of arrivals from 7.45am
to the start of the school day. “We
cannot control irresponsible parking
outside the school grounds” he said,
“however, we can encourage parents
and the wider community to consider
pupil safety at all times and we will
continue to work closely with the
agencies that are responsible for the
roads around the school”, he added.

From Green Lane to Buckingham Palace
How did a headmaster from a small rural school become honoured with an
OBE for services to education?
His name was William James (known as Sam) Rodda and he was headmaster
at Silverstone Church of England School for the 37 years from 1914 to 1951.
Throughout this time education in Silverstone met many challenges including
two World Wars, health issues which necessitated closing the school for a period
of time as well as large class sizes.
Mr Rodda was considered a “stern, but fair” teacher using the limited facilities
and resources available to their maximum enabling him to introduce his pupils
a wide range of subjects and experiences. Mr Rodda’s interest in education was
wider that purely being an exemplary leader in a rural school as he worked
tirelessly on broader education issues at both national and international levels.
He served on the National Union of Teachers for 17 years and became its
President in 1948. In that year at the National Congress in Douglas, Isle of Man
he used his presidential address to challenge the 1944 Butler Educational Act.
The act recommended class sizes of 40 for primary aged pupils, he instead
recommended the reduction of these class sizes to 25 along with a further
recommendation to close small rural schools and move the pupils to larger
schools so as to ensure they would receive to a more rounded education.
In 1947 he attended an international educational conference in Prague, in
1948 he represented the UK at the World Organisation of Teaching Professionals
in Switzerland, and in 1951 he helped host a UNESCO Educational Committee
in London.
Mr Rodda, during his busy working life, was also a member of the Burnham
Committee, chairman of the English Schools Athletic Association, member of
the Royal Society for Preventions of Accidents and a director of “The
Schoolmaster” Publishing Co Ltd.
To close this important chapter of his contribution to education in Silverstone
along with that to national and international education Mr Rodda went to
Buckingham Palace to receive an OBE (Officer of the Most Excellent Order
of the British Empire) from King George V1.
Gerald Lovell

Silverstone News & Views | 5

History of Silverstone Schools
In Silverstone, in silvered stone

The lack of money, or of shoes

A schoolroom I remember where

To help with shearing or the hay

Through village childhoods we had grown

To butcher pigs, no time to lose

Not thinking why the school was there;

At harvest-time or on Feast Day

Why soaring windows tall and old

Collecting bark, and nuts to munch

Were built too high for children’s eyes

Potato picking, scaring crows

Why stone-built grates were dead and cold

Lace-making, cowslip-picking, lunch

Why church-like beams roofed out the skies

For ploughmen, gleaning stubble rows

It seemed to be eternal then

To see the soldiers at Stowe Park

We gave no thought to why or when

(This last was really just a lark!)

A royal chase with fishing pool

And yet the school grew strong and thrived

Once stood here, but had long since gone

(First concert eighteen seventy eight)

When Lord Southampton built a school

Through many ups and downs survived

In echo of Archdeacon Sponne

(No playground, ink, must work on slate)

The year was eighteen forty seven

In those days, too, disease was rife

The school to help young folk to read

Diphtheria and the whooping cough

The church which talked to them of heaven

No medicines to save their life

Also fulfilled this earthly need

As scarlatina saw them off

Some simple learning brought to bear

When World War brought a change of scene

Upon the village children there

Victoria was no longer queen

In twenty years the roll had grown

No longer were there rival schools

A weekly fee of two pence each

But all together had to share

The alphabet by some was known

In bringing learning to this place

With Mr Granger there to teach

Within the wooded landscape there

For those who came but didn’t pay

Responding to the national call

The punishment does not seem cruel

All children must attend each day

They haughtily were turned away

Now education was for all

To end up in “Dissenting School”

No longer was there need to pay

But many were the reasons why

War came again, within the trees

Attendance slipped as years went by:

An airfield built, and refugees
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All welcome at the Junior School

A prime location sought and found

Where rolls now at one hundred stood

A building shiny, new and bright

And more, ‘twas like a little jewel

By twenty-seventeen the sound

This little village in the wood

Of childhood echoes round the site

With Mr Rodda as the head

Yet echoes of days past remain

So stern, and yet regarded well

Do not forget that silvered stone

For others followed where he led

The children running up Green Lane

A national figure, truth to tell

The cries and laughter that are gone

And with the war’s end, greater scope

Or memories that linger still

For progress and a new-found hope

Of children’s carols on Stocks Hill

Piped water came, both cold and hot

The new school now must take its turn

Electric light and sewer mains

A school made up of more than bricks

School meals for all, straight from the pot

A place where children play and learn

Access to televisual brains

Where village people meet and mix

A crossing lady and a phone

Where lives are cast and youngsters grow

New money for computers found

With gentle guidance; where we see

And music lessons (please don’t groan!)

Encouragement for each to know

They bussed them in from all around

That sense of one community

They brought them in from places near

Here love and learning can be grown

Because there were new buildings here

In pride of this, our Silverstone

As years went by, the school outgrew

By Paul Torr & Gerald Lovell

The silvered buildings with their bell
The little playground that we knew
The classrooms we remembered well
Extensions built in brick and glass
At first provided extra space
Until the seats in every class
Were all filled up, there was no place
For more expansion; what to do?

We hope you like the new look
News & Views. Printing in colour
is something we always aspired
to and now, due to a new
printing company, we are able to
make it a reality. Let us know your
thoughts by contacting the team.

They clearly had to build anew
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News from South Northants Council
The recent approval by South Northamptonshire Council (SNC) of a new
Masterplan covering Silverstone circuit means that both the circuit and
surrounding Silverstone Park commercial site now have their own plans.
These replace the previous old Masterplan that was drawn up by the British
Racing Drivers’ Club (BRDC) in 2012, before MEPC took over the industrial
land surrounding the circuit.
The Silverstone Masterplan is a revised version of the previous plan and is the
next big step towards securing the long-term future of the circuit. The plans
cover more than 105,000 square metres, which includes: a four-star hotel, a
music arena stage and seating, restaurants, further university/college building,
student accommodation, brand centres, indoor extreme sports areas, retail units,
outdoor leisure pavilion and family entertainment space.
Both Masterplans set out the aspirations that the BRDC and MEPC have for
their respective land. Being outline plans, further detailed planning consent
will be required for each part of the development but the principles are covered
in the Masterplans with regard to such as roads and transport and
environmental matters.
On the subject of planning, the Silverstone Parish Plan and Village Design
Statement has now been adopted by SNC and has already been used in
the successful prevention of one planning appeal succeeding. The
Neighbourhood Plan Group is meeting regularly to progress the production of
a Neighbourhood Plan for Silverstone and the village has already been registered
by SNC as a Neighbourhood Area, which was the first step in the process.

Talking Rubbish
As SNC’s Portfolio Holder for Environmental Services I am allowed to talk
rubbish and want to thank all of you who have helped us to become one of the
best performing districts in the country with regards to recycling.
We are currently recycling more than 60% of all the rubbish that we collect –
that is a very impressive figure and is very good for the environment.
Highlighting our proficiency in this area, SNC came 6th out of all local
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authorities in the country in delivering waste and recycling management
according to Government Business magazine. The selection for inclusion in the
top 10 was based upon excellence in green policy, savvy recycling management
and effective waste management policies. Thanks to those of you who
do recycle
However, it was not just Government Business that appreciates what we are
doing with your rubbish. Results from SNC’s annual satisfaction survey show
that residents are satisfied with the district, with 89 per cent agreeing that they
are satisfied with ‘the local area as a place to live’, an increase from 85 per cent
in 2016. As was the case in 2016, 100 per cent of respondents deemed
household recycling, food and garden waste collection to be the most
important service that the council provides, with 91 per cent satisfied with the
black bin collections, household recycling and garden recycling services that the
council provides.
Dermot Bambridge

The Olney Meadow Hay Rake
Saturday 2nd September
The Olney Meadow Management Committee would like to say a BIG thank
you to everyone who came along to help with the annual hay rake. Just for a
change the grass was cut first thing in the morning and raking began straight
away. It meant the grass was not quite as dry as it could be, but it did not deter
the valiant army of volunteers. Most of us are, ahem, a little more senior in
years, but undiminished in strength and enthusiasm. So once again we were
finished by lunchtime and able to tuck into a selection of hot dogs, cakes
and fruit.
Special thanks to Peter Holland for cooking and manning the barbecue and to
Mark Dolman for bringing his trusty Land Rover and trailer which was a big help
The hay rake is necessary to make a better habitat for the wild flowers that we
are always trying to encourage. Meadowland provides a haven for beneficial
insects, birds and mammals, as well as a lovely place for villagers to enjoy. If you
would like to help in the meadow, please check out the notice board for details
of working parties.
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News from St Michael’s Church
As from the end of September we
welcome Clare Ray as Reader for the
Whittlewood Benefice - the Parishes
of Silverstone, Abthorpe, Slapton,
Whittlebury and Paulerspury. Clare,
who has lived in Silverstone and
worshipped at St. Michael’s Church
for 16 years, has been studying for the
past 3 years on the Readers Course in
the Diocese of Peterborough. She was
licensed at a special Service in our
Cathedral at Peterborough on
Saturday 23rd September. Clare was
supported in her training over that
time by Rev’d Paul, our Curate
Graham, who has now moved on
to his own Parishes in Lincolnshire,
and the late Peter Byng who was
Reader in our Benefice. We take time
to pray for Clare, for her ministry
and also for her family.
HARVEST FESTIVAL. 11.00 a.m Sunday 8th October. Our Harvest
Festival Service will be led by Clare
Ray, and will be followed by a Harvest
Lunch at 12.00 for 12.30 in the Church
Rooms. Tickets are £10.00 and we
extend a warm welcome to all to both
the Service and Lunch. Please contact
Heather Coles, 857429 or Melanie
Dennison, 857050 for all details.
AUTUMN SOUP LUNCHES will
commence on Monday 16th October,
12 noon to 1.30 p.m. for 6 weeks, in
the Church Rooms, suggested
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donation £5.00. Do come and enjoy
delicious homemade soups, bread,
cheeses, fresh fruit and tea/coffee
and good company – you are most
welcome. These lunches raise much
needed funds for our church.
ALL SOULS SERVICE Thursday 2nd
November 7.30 p.m. at St. John the
Baptist Church, Abthorpe. We will
observe a commemoration of all the
faithful departed at our annual Service
in which we remember those who
have died in the past year, and those
who have been dear to us and
predeceased us. If you have lost a
loved one and would like their name
to be read out at this Service, please
add their name to the list to be found
in St. Michael’s Church. Should you
require transport to attend this Service
please contact Judith on 858667 or
Peter on 857429.
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 12th
November. We meet at the Methodist
Church for the Service to commence
at 10.40 a.m., we then process to
the War Memorial for the Act of
Remembrance at 11.00 a.m., the
Service then continues in St. Michael’s
Church. The collection taken at
the Service is given to the Royal
British Legion.
PRAISE BE! – This is our new
bi-monthly Benefice Magazine.

The next edition for November/
December will be published late
October. Included you will find a
letter from Rev’d Paul, dates and
times of Services within our Benefice,

interesting articles and news and
events from all the Parishes. It is a very
good read!
Judith Paybody

Silverstone Pre-School
Silverstone Pre-School is set in the heart of Silverstone village and we pride
ourselves on offering the highest standard of care and education to all of the
children in our setting. Our children are offered free flow indoor/outdoor play,
free flow snack time and opportunities for Forest School and village walks.
We also involve the children’s individual interests when planning and they have
access to a wide range of new and exciting resources to help them to learn and
grow. We are currently taking bookings for January 2018 onwards and accept
applications for children from 2-4 years, so if you feel that you would like your
child to experience all we have to offer then please contact us either via email
at info@silverstonepreschool.org.uk or call us on 01327 858886.

1st Silverstone Brownies NEED YOU!
1st Silverstone Brownies is a wonderful Girlguiding group based in the village
that has been successfully running for many years.
Looking after girls aged 7-10 years old, we complete interesting and exciting
tasks in the evening, once a week for 90 minutes during school term. We are
now looking for new leaders to volunteer their time to help take over the
management and running of the Silverstone pack.
Full support and training will be available. Prospective leaders must be aged 18+.
If you have interests in crafts, sports, art, drama, science and the outdoors please
feel free to get in touch. For further details and enquiries, please contact Tiffany
Cann at silverstonebrownies@hotmail.co.uk

Silverstone Parish Plan & Design Statement
As most of you will already know
the Silverstone Parish Plan and
Design Statement was formally
adopted by SNC on 19th July 2017
and has already played a significant
role in the decision making process
of controlling unacceptable
development in the green core
of our village.
Some may have seen this document
on the village website. It is an
extremely interesting read, giving a
fascinating insight into the history, life
and development of Silverstone, with
excellent images of the village. It also
highlights the areas deemed as
‘precious assets’ by the community,
which as current residents of
Silverstone, we need to safeguard
for future generations.
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Many of you have expressed an
interest in having a printed copy of
this document that you can keep as
an historical reference. Something to
show the great-grandchildren in years
to come of what Silverstone was like
in the year 2017.
We have therefore decided to print a
limited number of copies, which will
be initially offered to residents at a
concession price of £3 each. They
will also be available to builders and
developers for the full price of £5.
The Parish Council would encourage
anyone considering building in the
village to buy a copy to appreciate the
shared vision of our community and
understand the future aims with
regard to design and quality of any
development. The book runs to 44

pages and will be printed in full colour as a
high quality booklet and would be an ideal
coffee table addition.
If you would like to purchase a copy you may
do so by contacting: john.rudland@tovevalley.net
or telephone 01327 857140
This project has been funded and organised
by Silverstone Parish Council to whom all
payments will ultimately be sent.

Circuit Fireworks
Come along to Silverstone Fireworks and Stunt Show on Sunday 5th
November for a night jam packed with entertainment. Resident pass holders
will have free entry to the event, otherwise adults tickets are £12 and
children (aged 15 and under) are free. Admission will include entry into
the grandstands to watch the stunt show with the ultimate view.
Visit www.silverstone.co.uk or call us now to book your tickets.

Nice doing business!
Local businesses and services listing

Adornaire
Adornaire offers a wide range of beauty treatments including gel nail
extensions, foot soak including gel toes, full body St Tropez spray tan,
eyebrow tint wax and tidy and upper lip wax. Treatments start from £5 and
are offered in a quiet relaxing salon at 3 Old Oak Drive, Silverstone.
Check out my Facebook page @Adornaire
Please call Nic for an appointment on 07941 404902
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News from the Methodist Church
We hope you’ve all enjoyed the summer holidays, now the days have got
colder we begin to see God’s beautiful creation again in the lovely colours
of autumn.
The Community Cafe had a break in August but will be starting again in
September. We look forward to seeing you to enjoy some lovely food. Please
note that in October the Cafe will be open during the Art Trail week but we
won’t be serving lunches.
From Saturday October 7th - Sunday October 15th 10am - 4pm, Sundays
12am - 4pm the South Northants Art Trail artists will be displaying their work in
the Chapel. Tea, coffee and cakes will be available. Look out for the brochures
advertising this event.
The folk at the Chapel along with friends at St Michaels Church have again
provided food & clothing for Street Church, helping those who are living on the
streets in Northampton. Our Harvest Festival Services take place on the 24th
September; once again all food gifts will be taken to Towcester Foodbank. Soup
& Pudding lunches will be held on Sat 23rd September.
The Space Time Youth club meet at the Chapel each Friday evening and it’s
great to see so many youngsters come along to have fun and food each week.
For all the details of times and ages or if you’d like to know more please contact
Trevor Ray on 07811 946022
Starting on the 6th October at the Chapel we are delighted to host the 3C’s
CLUB on the FIRST Friday of each month, for Chaps who love Chips and a Chat
12.30pm - 2.30 (ish) Come along for good company, lovely fish & chips and a
relaxing time. The Chapel will provide tea, coffee and biscuits, bread and butter,
and tomato sauce. At 1 pm the HOWE & CO fish‘n’chip van will arrive to serve
‘fish and chips’ for a special 3C’s club price of £5 a portion We look forward to
welcoming you and having the blessing of your company. For further details
please contact Ruth or Mark Tyson 01327 857065
Our Sunday Services continue as follows: Cafe Church at 9.15am on the first
three Sundays of each month. United Service at 10am with friends from
St Michaels on the fourth Sunday of each month – October and November
this will be held at St Michaels Church. Evening Worship at 6pm and from
Oct 29th onwards at 4pm.
A huge welcome awaits you at any of our services or events.
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Silverstone Gardening Club
We have just had our annual
Horticultural Show when the best of
flowers, vegetables and homemade
deliciousness was on display for all to
see. Trophies were won and tea and
cake consumed amongst much
chatter and laughter!
Trophies for Best in Show 2017:
• Churchill Cup (highest points fruit,
vegetables & flowers) awarded to
Jim Smith
• Dodwell Trophy (highest points
domestic classes) awarded to
Pauline Goode
Our next regular meeting will be Monday 25th September when Timothy Walker
will be giving us a talk entitled “Bordering on Insanity”. Timothy is a lecturer,
botanist and popular speaker of whom Val Bourne once said “...his lectures are
the equivalent of sparkling vintage champagne” We are full of anticipation!
October 30th
will be our
AGM followed
by a talk by
John Gibson
on “Making
the most of
your bulbs”.
If like me, you always regret not
planting more bulbs for a
wonderful spring display, this will
be a timely reminder!
New members are always welcome
– come as a visitor, just £2 entry. We
meet at 7.15pm for a chat over tea/
coffee before the talk starts at 7.30pm
at St.Michael’s Church Rooms.
Sue Rudland, Chairman
Silverstone Gardening Club
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Craft Your Own
Christmas
With an array of festive art, craft,
cookery and floristry workshops,
we can help you give your
Christmas celebrations a truly
personal touch this year!

Bay Tree Cottage,
Maidford Road,
Farthingstone,
Towcester,
Northants,
NN12 8HE
T: 01327 361720

jenny@btcworkshops.co.uk
www.btcworkshops.co.uk

Choose from stained glass
decorations, lino print Christmas
cards, candle making, stunning
wreaths, delicious chocolates,
scrumptious Christmas puddings,
gluten free seasonal cookery,
festive bread making, canapes
and Christmas flower arranging!
All served with a generous
helping of fun, laughter &
homemade cake!

GIFT VOUCHERS: Our workshops make wonderful
gifts for your family and friends!
EXCLUSIVE GROUP EVENTS: We can create a bespoke
event for you & your ‘group’, whoever they might be!

Welcome Home “Our Derek”
At 11.00 on Sunday, November 12th Silverstone residents will once again
gather around the War Memorial to remember twenty nine World War 1 and
five World War 2 servicemen from Silverstone who fought bravely for their
country but sadly died, and never returned to the place of their birth. It is a very
moving service and very pleasing that year on year the numbers attending have
significantly increased.
This year there will be something different; I am pleased to say that there will
be a further name added on the war memorial, that of Trooper Derek Sidney
Webb, another name to remember and be appreciated for his sacrifice. Trooper
Webb was born and brought up in Silverstone. He was called up for National
Service in June 1952 and was stationed in Germany. Sadly, less than twelve
months later while on manoeuvres, the tank on which he was a pillion hit a tree
causing him to receive injuries from which he did not recover. At that time the
British Army did not repatriate bodies by air, only by land. However, his tragic
death coincided with severe flooding on the east coast making his return
impossible. The authorities decided to bury Trooper Webb with full military
honours in Limmer Military Cemetery, Hanover, Germany. No family was invited
to attend the service and until now his sacrifice could have gone unrecorded in
the place of his birth.
At the September Parish Council meeting, responding to a letter from Trooper
Webb’s brother Raymond, the councillors unanimously agreed to add Trooper
Webb’s name to the war memorial and to invite his brother to lay the traditional
wreath of poppies on behalf of all Silverstone residents. Trooper Webb’s name
on the war memorial now joins that of his uncle, Private George Webb who was
one of five Webb brothers who enrolled for service in World War 1.
Currently, on the war memorial, World War 1 names are detailed on two vertical
sides with World War 2 names on an angled face looking out on Stocks Hill. To
accommodate Trooper Webb’s name there will be a new sloping stone facing
the White Horse public house. This position is very fitting since Trooper Webb’s
family home was actually The White Horse.; his parents, Sidney and Flora Webb
were landlord and landlady there for 34 years.
PASS NOT THIS MONUMENT IN SORROW BUT IN PRIDE
AND MAY WE LIVE AS NOBLY AS THEY DIED
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Silverstone Community Café
Thanks to all who supported the Community Café in September. A total of
£183.70 has been given to the MS Therapy Centre Beds and Northants.
From Saturday 7th October to Sunday 15th October the Methodist Chapel will
once again welcome the South Northants Art Trail. The Community Café will
be open from 10 – 3pm each day, Sunday’s 12 - 3pm serving coffee, teas and
cakes. We hope you will pop along and enjoy the wonderful and diverse art
forms on display and enjoy the refreshments on offer.
Although we are happy to give the profit each month to a different National
charity that support members from the village it would be lovely to give the
money we raise from the Community Café to village organisations, so if you
run a local group and are fundraising please get in touch.
At the Community Café on November 9th we shall be joined by Carina and her
lovely jewellery and this time you will have a chance to make items for yourself
or as presents. Watch out for posters in the village for more information.

Thanks!
My Niece, Emily Brown was diagnosed with Leukaemia last year and is
currently undergoing treatment at Southampton Hospital. I along with friends
and family have been raising money for two wonderful charities:
Bloodwise (formerly Leukaemia and Lymphoma Research) - My friend Carmen
and I took part in the Blenheim Triathlon, we managed to raise a massive £4450.
Clic Sargent - We had a garden party at my parent’s house, this raised £1100.
Thank you to everyone that has supported us, giving a few pounds, eating cake,
helping us out and cheering us on!!!
Katy Patient
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Annual Bird Survey Results
The annual BTO (British Trust for Ornithology) survey showed a few changes
a lot more crows and a few less seen birds such as the skylark and Kite.
Goldfinches are more plentiful.
There are other vacant squares nearby and all you need is the time to do 2 visits
of about an hour once a year. A pair of binoculars helps. Contact the BTO if
interested. The information gained by the 3000 volunteers is used by
government and farmers.
Martyn Dearsley

Bird Species by visit

2016

2016

Species

Early

Late

Greylag Goose

5

Bird Species by visit

2017

2017

Species

Early

Late

Greylag Goose

2

Red Kite

1

Woodpigeon

6

10

Grey Partridge

2

Magpie

1

1

Pheasant

1

Jay

Woodpigeon

4

Green Woodpecker

1

Magpie

1

6

Carrion Crow

Rook

5

33

Blue Tit

Carrion Crow

12

12

Great Tit

Blue Tit

9

3

Skylark

1

Great Tit

1

1

Swallow

2

5

Blackcap

2

Whitethroat

1

Swallow
Blackcap

1

Wren

7

Starling

9

1

Jackdaw

4

Rook

1
78

21
2

4

5

Wren

2

2

2

Starling

10

8

Blackbird

5

4

Blackbird

4

7

Robin

11

7

Robin

6

2

Dunnock

1

Pied/White Wagtail

Grey Wagtail

1

Chaffinch

1

Chaffinch

4

2

Goldfinch

2

2

Total (19)

16

13

Total (21)

15

14

3
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Cricket Club Success!
At the end of
the 2016 season,
Silverstone Cricket
Club were
promoted to
division one of the
South Northants
Cricket League.
It was with some trepidation that the
2017 crept up with the prospect of
playing at a higher level. The omens
did not look good with a defeat at
Castlethorpe in the opening game in
late April. This however was followed
by eight straight victories which saw
the club top of the division at mid
season. The second half saw a mix of
results with availability effected by
holidays, work or injury. Following
defeat by Bodicote in the penultimate
game, the champions title was with
Bodicote, but there was still a chance
of promotion with victory in the final
game of the season at Croughton.
It was with mixed emotions therefore
that the phone call was received on

Just a bit of fun from
around the village.
Can any of our eagle-eyed readers,
spot where this is?
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Friday 25th August from Croughton to
the effect that they could not raise a
team. This meant that Silverstone were
secure as runners up but it would have
been much better to have made this
position safe by playing.
There have been increasing problems
in 2017 season with sides having to
call off matches. Is this because cricket
is no longer played at schools? Is it
because the format on a Saturday
afternoon of playing is not attractive?
Are there too many other pressures on
individuals to do other things?
The challenge now for Silverstone
Cricket Club is to maintain their
position in the Premier Division for
2018. New players are welcome to
come to nets at Sponne School from
February onwards. There will be a
number of social events during the
winter. If of interest please see the
Silverstone Cricket Club Facebook
page or contact John Fowler
(07860 301849).
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What does your Parish Council do?
Your Parish Council fulfils so many roles behind the scenes that people may
not be aware of. This is what we do and how we do it.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

It administers DUTIES such as planning, footpaths and so on
Provides and maintains dog waste bins, supplies and maintains street lighting
(recently changed to LED, to realise ECO and financial savings)
Provides and maintains Pocket Parks
Signposts people to get determination on services outside its control
Cuts the village grassy areas
Controls spending of the Precept; public money, it’s main source of income
Acts as a point of contact for members of the public
Finances people and groups via grants
Liaises with Silverstone Circuits and MEPC
Is landowner of the playing field; managed by the SRA, the pocket parks
and play areas
Is producing a Parish Plan and Village design statement for adoption by SNC
as a Supplementary Planning Document
Is following up on a request to produce a Neighbourhood Plan
Liaises with local groups, SNC and NCC
Provides a village litter picker and a village handyman
Provides a village Flood Warden
Administers Speedwatch with the help of a village team
Has provided a defibrillator for the village
Supplies and maintains bus shelters
Employs the Parish Clerk to administer PC business
Considers applications for New Homes Bonus fund applications to SNC
Manages a village website and notice boards
Provides a bi-monthly village Newsletter; News and Views
Provided a village sign
Owns the village replica stocks, war memorial, flagpole in the churchyard
Takes part in Remembrance Sunday, Easter/Lent events
Entered the Best Village competition
Consulted with SNC on the Conservation Area
Supports SRA field management with an annual grant; is custodian Trustee
Provides village benches
Insures all of the PC controlled assets
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It may not wave the flag on all of these things but it does continue to work for
the benefit of the people it was elected to serve. The best way for anyone to
better understand the role of the Parish Council is to come along to the
meetings. Generally held on the second Monday of each month in the
Methodist Church Room, you can see for yourself the kind of issues that are
raised discussed and determined. Details are always shown on the PC
noticeboard on the pub wall and also on the village website.

How does it work?
There is a laid down procedure within the Local Government Act which governs
all that Councils can and cannot do when meeting. Unlike most Committees,
it is governed by Act of Parliament and cannot just do as it wishes. This also
applies to the way the Council spends your money raised via the Precept and
then onto your Council Tax. If it is not given a power by an Act of Parliament to
do something, it cannot do it. There is an Audit process that supports and
confirms what it has actually done with your money.
There is also a procedure and a process.
In every meeting, there is an item on the agenda called “Public Voice”; issues
members of the public wish to raise. This is a time set aside when you are
allowed to speak. If there is something on your mind that you would like to
bring up, do come along and use this time to voice it.
The only time a member of the public can speak on anything else on the
agenda is if they have given three clear days written notice that they wish to
do so. Again, this is part of defined process. The agenda can be found on
the Parish noticeboard as mentioned above.
We would encourage you to get involved; come along to the meetings and be
proactive in the running of your village. Only by attending will you understand
the workings of the PC and what we are involved in.
Linda Paice
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Silverstone News & Views is funded by Silverstone Parish Council and delivered
free to 99% of the houses in the village. The few outlying residents outside the
main village confines, are able to pick up a free copy from Crofts Stores.
Editorial Content
Annie Rickard, 58 High Street, Silverstone, NN12 8US. Tel 858371
annie.rickard@yahoo.co.uk
Pat Daly, 21 Hillside Avenue, Silverstone, NN12 8UR. Tel 857067
daly.verdala@btinternet.com
Design & Print
Rosanne Marriott, 23 High Street, Silverstone, NN12 8US. Tel 856752
rosanne@silverstonedesignsolutions.com
Distribution
Phil Reddall, 2 Walnut Close, Silverstone, NN12 8TU. Tel 857938
phil.reddall@gmail.com

News & Views is published 6 times a year, in February, April, June, August,
October and December. Copy date is 15th of preceding month.
Deadline for December Edition – 15th November 2017

Advertising Rates 2017

Full page
Half page
1/3 page
1/4 page

Parish based Parish based businesses Non-Parish
voluntary
& outside voluntary
based
organisations
organisations
businesses
£18
£30
£40
£10
£20
£30
£8
£15
£25
£6
£12
£20

All prices are per issue. Bulk buy 6 editions in advance and only pay for five. All advertisements
are invoiced and settlement is required before cut off. Contact Annie for more information.
PHOTOS IN THIS EDITION:
Photos of school by Nick Ashby, Page 20 spot the location photo by Alex Bycroft.
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