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Introduction
Welcome to this 2019
Neighbourhood Plan Exhibition
This is the fourth Exhibition to be held in
Silverstone concerned with protecting and
guiding the future of our village. The ﬁrst, in
December 2016, was to promote the Parish
Plan. Open spaces, including the ‘Green
Heart’ and the valley of the Silverstone
Brook were identiﬁed by parishioners as
areas which should be protected from
development. The Parish Plan has now been
adopted by South Northants Council as
“supplementary planning guidance”.

A Neighbourhood Plan is now needed in
order to provide stronger legal protection
to the parish against unplanned and largescale speculative development.
The Parish Council is committed to
ﬁnalizing a Neighbourhood Plan under
powers vested in it by the Localism Act 2011
so that the whole community can guide the
future of our village.

The Work of the SNPWP
A working party of parish councillors and
villagers (SNPWP) was established in
2017 to undertake all the necessary work
to produce the Village Neighbourhood
Plan. This Exhibition brings together
the highlights of that work, undertaken
since then, as a requirement of the legal
procedures necessary to deliver a robust
Plan.
Silverstone is a great place to live and it
is located in a lovely corner of England.
Residents are proud to be part of “the
most famous village in the world”; our
future aspirations should reﬂect this.
The history of its landscape and its social
history is extremely signiﬁcant.
The group’s research is no mere
theoretical exercise. Illustrating and
proving a rich social and unique local
landscape will aid the protection of the
setting of the village for decades to come.
We hope that you will enjoy seeing your
village from new perspectives.
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What you said before
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In December 2016 you told us that:
• Safeguarding the central green core of
the village from development was key.
One respondent coined the term “The
Green Heart” and we have adopted this
term in the Plan.
• Protecting and creating wildlife
corridors was expressed, especially in
the Silverstone Brook corridor.
The ﬁrst Neighbourhood Plan Exhibition
was in October 2017 and yielded 150
positive written responses to the strategy
to allocate a site or sites for future
development and, hence, to:
• Guarantee the robustness of
the Neighbourhood Plan and,
consequently, protect all the cherished
open areas of the village in perpetuity
• Create planning gain income in order
to fund new village facilities via new
housing allocation(s). Signiﬁcant
funding, (planning gain”) for extra
village facilities can be generated from
the huge uplift in land values created
by the very plan itself.
• Identify site(s) in a Plan for community
projects
The diagrams illustrate the positive results
of the responses to this overall approach.

Sil Exhibition March 2019.indd 2

02/04/2019 02:25:51

Landscape and Topographical Analysis
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Silverstone is located in the attractive
“Northamptonshire Uplands” which were
formed from the harder limestones of the
Jurassic and are, geologically, an easterly
extension of the Cotswolds.
The contours shown on this map have
a 5m interval, demonstrating that the
topography is quite marked and varies
from some 100-150m in elevation (380492’). The green shaded areas represent
the steepest slopes.
The signiﬁcant physical feature is the
valley of the Silverstone Brook which rises
in the South of the Parish (Circuit) and
falls to the extreme North. It is a pleasing
landscape and wildlife feature but its full
landscape quality is often missed since
there are no signiﬁcant public routes
along its length. It is best seen from the
splendid viewpoints along the SilverstoneTowcester footpath (No. RA 13).
Note the position of the former mediaeval
dam, perfectly positioned at a pinch point
in the valley to contain the maximum
amount of water for the least human
eﬀort. Also, see the moated feature of the
same era, ideally sited at the conﬂuence
of two streams.
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Ancient Silverstone:
Mediaeval and Post Mediaeval Landscape
Protecting cherished village landscapes is
easier to realize if it can be demonstrated
that the landscape in question has a
proven historical worth.
The village still preserves much of its
Mediaeval structure and this framework
has endured for nearly a thousand
years, with a signiﬁcant history even
in a national context. Its major historic
features have been highlighted on a
modern OS map.
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A very recent discovery using lidar (laser)
mapping has revealed what appears to be
a large, square Norman encampment (240
X 240m) incorporating the moated site on
Blackmires and the whole of Coronation
Terrace!
Five Norman kings of England resided
here (almost certainly within the
compound) during the period 1121-1270.
The dam on the Silverstone Brook was
built to create probably the largest
artiﬁcial water body in middle England;
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this “Great Pond” (it is recorded) provided
ﬁsh for the king’s table. The area between
the moat and the lake was possibly a leisure
garden for royal use. With the opportunity
of local Hunting in the royal forest.
Silverstone could be likened to a “mediaeval
Balmoral!”
The local base needed to support the royal
party and a large retinue was probably
located in the planned settlement of West
End, which still retains much of its tell-tale
regular plot division.
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Ancient Silverstone Parish in the Post
Mediaeval Period
The open land outside of the forest
was farmed communally in the “open
ﬁeld” system; parishioners were allotted
strips and teams of oxen were hired for
ploughing, creating the characteristic “ridge
and furrow” pattern, to encourage good
drainage in the local heavy glacial soils.
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Map four shows the areas where this
mediaeval pattern can still be seen today
in the landscape.
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Map ﬁve shows the likely extent of forest
and byways in the late mediaeval period
compared with today (transposed on to
a modern OS map from the Whittlewood
Map). Note how much of the current Circuit
land was once wooded.
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The Whittlewood Map

This is a reproduction of the Grafton
Estate Map of c1600 now held by
Northamptonshire Records Office.
It shows the extent of the former
royal hunting forest of Whittlewood
as it existed at the close of the
mediaeval period, stretching from
Abthorpe Parish to Watling Street and
Deanshanger. Note the much greater
extent of woodland than the present
day. This map has been utilized to
re-create the mediaeval maps of
Silverstone village (adjacent).
The “forest” is not uniform; it
comprises dense woodland clusters,
more sparsely-wooded sections and
open “lawns” to provide a varied
habitat for game and hunting.
The distinctive, ancient form
Silverstone shown is still recognisable
today.
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Grand Designs: Georgian Silverstone,
Whittlewood and Stowe
This is the 1833 Ordnance Survey of our
lovely locality.
The grand northern avenue from Viscount
Cobham’s world famous Stowe Gardens
once terminated at the two lodges on the
Brackley Road in our village.
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Note how the East-West “Master Plan” of
Whittlewood intersects with the NorthSouth grand landscape axis for Stowe
Gardens.
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They intersect in Silverstone,
which is the fulcrum of these two
big landscape concepts, each of
which has national significance.
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Silverstone 1900
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This map from over 100 years ago shows
how the mediaeval and 1600 form of
Silverstone still endures after nearly a
thousand years, with a virtual ring of
development encircling the “Green Heart”.
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Silverstone 1967
This 1967 map represents sixties, lighttouch rural planning. Northamptonshire
County Council, the then planning
authority, had allocated the coloured
areas for future development.
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These are now the well-established streets
of Graham Hill, Stewart Drive and The Slade.
Any consultation with existing villagers
would have been minimal in the sixties!
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Silverstone Today
A further 50 years on and this current OS
map shows that all the 1967 allocated areas
of the village have been completely built up
and significant areas outside of these limits

have been developed, such as Lime Kiln
and Paddock Close; or are in the course
of development (Roberts Road).

These snapshots at approximately
fifty year intervals represent the
“organic” growth of the village
over a century.

